SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
April 11th

9:15am (Zoom and outdoor)
Lutheran Church of the Living Christ
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Hepi Easter! As we celebrate today we remember our relationship with
the New Guinea Islands District, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Papua New Guinea, a Global
Companion Synod of the Central States Synod and the Virginia Synod. Pastor Kelly Bayer
Derrick, Assistant to the Bishop in the Virginia Synod, will offer the sermon via video recording.
She traveled to PNG in 2019 and was the first woman to preach in the Islands District.
CALL TO WORSHIP
P: Come, let us dwell in God’s shelter.
C: Let us dwell in God’s work of art.
P: Come, because the Earth is the Lord’s,
C: And God’s Earth is our home.
P: We live in God’s World; we are not alone.
C: We share this life with the heavens and the earth,
P: With the waters and the land,
C: With trees and grasses,
P: With fish, birds, and animals,
C: With minerals and creatures of every form,
P: And with all our human siblings.
C: God is good and everything God makes is good.
P: God is love and everything God makes is love’s fruit.
C: Let us worship God!
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.Blessed are you, O God, maker
and ruler of all things.
C: Your voice thundered over the waters at creation.

P: You water the mountains and send springs into the valleys to refresh and satisfy all
that lives.
C: Through the waters of the flood you carried those in the ark to safety.
P: Through the sea you lead your people Israel from slavery to freedom.
C: In the wilderness you nourished them with water from the rock, and you brought
them across the river Jordan to the promised land.
P: By the baptism of his death and resurrection, Jesus has carried us to safety and
freedom.
C: The floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep shall not swallow us up, for
Christ has brought us over to the land of promise.
P: Jesus sends us out to make disciples, baptizing in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
P: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us; wash away our sin in this cleansing water; clothe the
baptized with Christ; and claim your children, no longer slave and free, no longer male
or female, but one with all the baptized in Christ Jesus, who lives and reigns with you in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
OPENING HYMN - That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright, ELW #384

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection.
By the grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all
that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
INTRODUCTION - The New Guinea Islands District
FIRST READING - Acts 4:32-35
The apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus and the early Christian community
shared what they owned, or sold their possessions to help their fellow believers who were in need.
32
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in
common. 33With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person among
them, for as many as owned lands or houses ,sold them and brought the proceeds of
what was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any
had need.
L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
PSALM 133
L: How good and how pleasant it is,
when kindred live together in unity!
C: It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard,
upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe.
L: It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion.
For there the Lord has commanded the blessing: life forevermore.
SECOND READING - 1 John 1:1-4
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have
seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning
the word of life—2this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and
declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us—3we

declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with
us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are
writing these things so that our joy may be complete.
L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL READING - John 20:19-31
The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. His words to Thomas
offer a blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord.
19
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Judeans, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained.”
24

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when
Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to
them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”
26

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach
out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered
him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”
30

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written
in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

SERMON - Pastor Kelly Bayer Derrick, Assistant to the Bishop in the Virginia Synod

HYMN - Dispela De (This is the Day) in the language Tok Pisin (Pidgin)
Dispela de, dispela de
God i givim mi. God i givim mi.
Mi amamas, mi amamas
God stap wantaim yu. God stap wantaim mi.

[2:54-5:13]

Dispela de God i givim mi.
Mi amamas God stap wanta-aim yu.
Dispela de, dispela de God givim yumi.
CREEDAL DIALOGUE
(adapted from "Care of the Earth" liturgy by the Rev. Jennifer Edinger)
P: People of faith, we are gently shaped in the womb of God's creative power. The seed
of Christ's new life is sown, and we are made a new creation. As God's new creation, we
are nursed and sustained by the Holy Spirit. Together with rattling leaves, blooming
flowers, splashing sprinklers and roaring mowers, we add our shouts of praise to God,
who gives life in creation, who gives new life in Jesus Christ, and who nourishes that
life by the gift of the Holy Spirit.
P: We believe God creates.
C: God spoke. Light and darkness; heaven and earth; land, sea and plants; sun,
moon and stars; fish and birds and animals came to be. God spoke and made us. God
gave us responsibility to care for creation. God spoke and all life God creates is good.
P: We believe God re-creates.
C: God spoke in the living word, Jesus Christ. At the cross, Christ spent himself to
reclaim us from our human brokenness, to shower renewing forgiveness into our
lives, and to place us before new horizons of life, lived in harmony with God and
people and creation.
P: We believe God caresses.
C: The Holy Spirit delivers us into a family of faith. The Spirit cultivates in our lives
the fruit of holy living: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control. The Spirit leads us into community, connection, and
compassion. By the work of the Spirit we are a new creation.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers reflect the wideness of God’s mercy—for the church and its ministry; for the
well-being of creation; for peace & justice; for the poor, oppressed, & sick; for all who suffer; for
the congregation; & for special concerns/ occasions.

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before
God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. (A brief silence.)
You shower your church with grace, O God. Unite the whole church on earth, so that
with one heart it testifies to the resurrection of Jesus Christ with power and love. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You proclaim the blessing of life forevermore. Like dew upon the mountains, refresh
your creation. Restore waters, cleanse the air, and provide revitalizing moisture to
parched land. Give your whole creation the promise of new life. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You direct the nations, O God. Guide all in authority, that they shepherd their peoples in
the ways of your love. Defeat in us our impulse to war. Bestow the peace of Christ upon
those in authority and breathe upon them the Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You place within the heart of the church a spirit of sharing. Give us the power of your
generous Spirit, that we provide for the needs of others (specific needs may be named).
Announce your peace to those who are lonely, hurting, suffering, or afraid. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.
You give us fellowship with one another in this faith community (name). Shine the light
of the risen Christ in our life together, so that we live in love for one another and our joy
may be complete. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
You share the gift of eternal life. In thanksgiving and remembrance, we recall the lives
and gifts of those who now live in endless joy (especially). Unite us with them in
resurrection hope. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your
never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the risen Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Share a sign of peace by waving, flashing a peace sign, or other form of distanced greeting. If you
are joining us online, type a message or share a brief word of peace.
OFFERING AND PRAYER
We continue to be the church together during this time through prayer and financial support.
You can mail in your offering or send money through your bank. You can also take advantage of

our online giving platform on our website. Your giving ensures that the ministries of this
congregation continue during this time and into the future.
P: Loving God, we are surrounded by the beauty of creation. We are supported by the
abundance of creation. We gratefully receive your gifts of love and life--gifts which fill
our lives with joy and satisfaction.
C: In thankful response to your generosity, we place before you pieces of ourselves
and of your creation--food from the earth we till, energy from the moments of our
life, money from the skills you give, bread from the seeds that were sown and wine
from the grapes that grow, and our abundance to share with others. Receive them as
signs of our love and gratitude. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

COMMUNION LITURGY
P: The Lord be with you
P: Lift up your hearts
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

C: And also with you
C: We lift them to the Lord
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of
our savior Jesus Christ, who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us
to eternal life. With Mary Magdalene, Peter, and the witnesses to the resurrection, we
praise your name, and join the unending refrain of all creation.
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
We give you thanks for your gifts that tumble into and saturate our lives: for family and
friends and strangers who enrich us; for the sunrise that energizes the day, and
darkness that give quiet and rest at day's end; for rains that quench the thirsts of life
and sun that warms the soil and germinates the seed; for winter snow that blankets the
sleeping world.
As your fingerprint is upon all creation, your love is embossed on the human family.
You sent the prophets to speak your comforting and cleansing word. You sent your son,
Jesus the Christ, to proclaim your reign of forgiveness, justice, and peace.

Having been anointed by one whom he loved, and about to be betrayed by one whom
he loved, Jesus took bread and gave thanks. He broke it and gave it to his disciples
saying, “Take, eat, this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
After they had finished eating, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying “this cup is the new covenant of my blood, shed for you and for all people. Do
this for the remembrance of me.”
Great is the mystery of faith: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
O God of resurrection and new life, pour out your Holy Spirit on us. Bless us wherever
we gather in your name. Grace our tables, cars, counters, and laps with your presence.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread and the sharing of wine. Raise us up
as the body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth to serve in
your name. With your holy ones of all times, places, and locations, and with all of
creation, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
DISTRIBUTION
P: As we are the body of Christ, we take this sign of Christ's body into ourselves. The
body and blood of Christ given and shed for you. Amen.
Time is given for the sharing of elements among households.
PRAYER
P: May this sign of God’s presence, this shared bread between us, strengthen us and
give us peace. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION
L: Go out into the world in the joy and peace of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. Care
for God’s redeemed creation; follow Christ as disciples in word and deed; be blessed
with the gift of the Holy Spirit.
C: Alleluia! Amen!

SENDING HYMN - Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen, ELW #548

DISMISSAL
L: You are the body of Christ raised up with all of creation. Go; share the good news!
C: Alleluia! Thanks be to God!

