FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 2nd, 2021

9:15am - Zoom and outdoor (weather permitting)

Lutheran Church of the Living Christ
The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ’s
presence, mostly through the gospel attributed to John. Many readings in this Easter season give
attention to life lived in harmony with all of creation in light of Christ’s resurrection. In a part of
the world where Easter and springtime coincide, we take note of all of the newness and
resurrection we see around us: butterflies, budding trees, spring rains, and lengthening days,
and more. In worship we give thanks to God for gifts of creation, newness, and life!
CALL TO WORSHIP
P: Come, let us dwell in God’s shelter.
C: Let us dwell in God’s work of art.
P: Come, because the Earth is the Lord’s,
C: And God’s Earth is our home.
P: We live in God’s World; we are not alone.
C: We share this life with the heavens and the earth,
P: With the waters and the land,
C: With trees and grasses,

P: With fish, birds, and animals,
C: With minerals and creatures of every form,
P: And with all our human siblings.
C: God is good and everything God makes is good.
P: God is love and everything God makes is love’s fruit.
C: Let us worship God!

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
P: Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things.
C: Your voice thundered over the waters at creation.
P: You water the mountains and send springs into the valleys to refresh and satisfy all
that lives.
C: Through the waters of the flood you carried those in the ark to safety.
P: Through the sea you lead your people Israel from slavery to freedom.
C: In the wilderness you nourished them with water from the rock, and you brought
them across the river Jordan to the promised land.
P: By the baptism of his death and resurrection, Jesus has carried us to safety and
freedom.
C: The floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep shall not swallow us up, for
Christ has brought us over to the land of promise.
P: Jesus sends us out to make disciples, baptizing in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
P: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us; wash away our sin in this cleansing water; clothe the
baptized with Christ; and claim your children, no longer slave and free, no longer male
or female, but one with all the baptized in Christ Jesus, who lives and reigns with you in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

OPENING HYMN - Now the Green Blade Rises, ELW #379

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish
our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of
your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
FIRST READING - Acts 8:26-40
Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his African home
after having been to Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim the gospel to
him. Upon coming to faith in Jesus, he is baptized by Philip.
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and
went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and
was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the
Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and
heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are
reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip
to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was
this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
33
In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
34
The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this,
about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with
this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going
along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water!
What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and
both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized
him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away;
the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself
at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to
all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
PSALM - Psalm 22:25-31
L: From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the Lord.
C: The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your hearts live forever!
L: All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.
C: For dominion belongs to the Lord,
who rules over the nations.
L: Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the Lord.
C: Their descendants shall serve the Lord,
whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.
L: They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying to them, “The Lord has acted!”
SECOND READING - 1 John 4:7-21
We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God, whom we have
not seen, while hating fellow Christians, whom we regularly see. Love toward God is to be
matched by love toward others because the essence of God is love.
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born
of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.
9
God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so
that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he
loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God
loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we
love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.
13

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his
Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of
the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they
abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.
Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of
judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect
17

love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not
reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love
God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or
sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The
commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers
and sisters also.
L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL READING - John 15:1-8
On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would have with
him. Those who abide in his word and love bear fruit, for apart from him, they can do nothing.
[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear
more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you.
4
Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it
abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me
you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and
withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in
me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.
8
My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY - O Blessed Spring, ELW #447

CREEDAL DIALOGUE
Adapted from "Care of the Earth" liturgy by the Rev. Jennifer Edinger
P: People of faith, we are gently shaped in the womb of God's creative power. The seed
of Christ's new life is sown, and we are made a new creation. As God's new creation, we
are nursed and sustained by the Holy Spirit. Together with rattling leaves, blooming
flowers, wind, sun, and rain- we add our shouts of praise to God, who gives life in
creation, who gives new life in Jesus Christ, and who nourishes that life by the gift of
the Holy Spirit.
P: We believe God creates.
C: God spoke. Light and darkness; heaven and earth; land, sea and plants; sun,
moon and stars; fish and birds and animals came to be. God spoke and made us. God
gave us responsibility to care for creation. God spoke and all life God creates is good.

P: We believe God re-creates.
C: God spoke in the living word, Jesus Christ. At the cross, Christ spent himself to
reclaim us from our human brokenness, to shower renewing forgiveness into our
lives, and to place us before new horizons of life, lived in harmony with God and
people and creation.
P: We believe God caresses.
C: The Holy Spirit delivers us into a family of faith. The Spirit cultivates in our lives
the fruit of holy living: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control. The Spirit leads us into community, connection, and
compassion. By the work of the Spirit we are a new creation.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers reflect the wideness of God’s mercy—for the church and its ministry; for the
well-being of creation; for peace & justice; for the poor, oppressed, & sick; for all who suffer; for
the congregation; & for special concerns/ occasions.
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before
God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. A brief silence.
God of all fruitfulness, you abide in your church and your church abides in you.
Cleanse us by your word and give yourself to the whole church on earth so that it bears
fruit and witnesses to your love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You have created the heavens and the earth. As we wonder at the beauty of creation,
may we seek vital connections among all that depends on the earth for life. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.
You rule the nations with justice and love. Give the leaders of the earth assurance of
your abiding presence, that they lead not by fear but with love for those they are called
to serve. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You have loved us so that we can love others. We pray for all in need of your love: those
who are poor, lowly, outcast, weak, or fearful. Provide for the needs of all (especially).
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

You gather us with all the saints by the power of your Spirit (especially with
Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria and those we name before you). With them, may our
hearts live forever in your keeping. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your
never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the risen Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Share a sign of peace by waving, flashing a peace sign, or other form of distanced greeting. If you
are joining us online, type a message or share a brief word of peace.

OFFERING AND PRAYER
We continue to be the church together during this time through prayer and financial support.
You can mail in your offering or send money through your bank. You can also take advantage of
our online giving platform on our website. Your giving ensures that the ministries of this
congregation continue during this time and into the future.
P: Loving God, we are surrounded by the beauty of creation. We are supported by the
abundance of creation. We gratefully receive your gifts of love and life--gifts which fill
our lives with joy and satisfaction.
C: In thankful response to your generosity, we place before you pieces of ourselves
and of your creation--food from the earth we till, energy from the moments of our
life, money from the skills you give, bread from the seeds that were sown and wine
from the grapes that grow, and our abundance to share with others. Receive them as
signs of our love and gratitude. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

COMMUNION LITURGY
P: The Lord be with you
C: And also with you
P: Lift up your hearts
C: We lift them to the Lord
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God C: It is right to give God thanks and praise

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of
our savior Jesus Christ, who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us
to eternal life. With Mary Magdalene, Peter, and the witnesses to the resurrection, we
praise your name, and join the unending refrain of all creation.
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
We give you thanks for your gifts that tumble into and saturate our lives: for family and
friends and strangers who enrich us; for the sunrise that energizes the day, and
darkness that give quiet and rest at day's end; for rains that quench the thirsts of life
and sun that warms the soil and germinates the seed; for winter snow that blankets the
sleeping world.
As your fingerprint is upon all creation, your love is embossed on the human family.
You sent the prophets to speak your comforting and cleansing word. You sent your son,
Jesus the Christ, to proclaim your reign of forgiveness, justice, and peace.
Having been anointed by one whom he loved, and about to be betrayed by one whom
he loved, Jesus took bread and gave thanks. He broke it and gave it to his disciples
saying, “Take, eat, this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
After they had finished eating, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying this cup is the new covenant of my blood, shed for you and for all people. Do
this for the remembrance of me.
Great is the mystery of faith: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
O God of resurrection and new life, pour out your Holy Spirit on us. Bless us wherever
we gather in your name. Grace our tables, counters, and laps with your presence.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread and the sharing of wine. Raise us up
as the body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth to serve in
your name. With your holy ones of all times, places, and locations, and with all of
creation, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
DISTRIBUTION
P: As we are the body of Christ, we take this sign of Christ's body into ourselves. The
body and blood of Christ given and shed for you. Amen.
PRAYER
P: May this sign of God’s presence, this shared bread between us, strengthen us and
give us peace. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. Tuesday Bible Study
2. Constitution Town Halls: May 9, May 23, June 6
3. Spring and Summer clothing for God’s Helping Hand
4. May Communicator is out
BENEDICTION
L: Go out into the world in the joy and peace of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. Care
for God’s redeemed creation; follow Christ as disciples in word and deed; be blessed
with the gift of the Holy Spirit.
C: Alleluia! Amen!

SENDING HYMN - We know that Christ is Raised, ELW #449

DISMISSAL
L: You are the body of Christ raised up with all of creation. Go; share the good news!
C: Alleluia! Thanks be to God!

