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A Message From The Pastor
The seasons change and winter has given way to spring. We see in the world around
us the power and delight of new life: buds and blooms springing up, critters and
crawling things returning to familiar habitats, the warmth of the sun breaking through
chill and rain. We enter into the spring season and our liturgical calendar changes,
too. Easter coincides with spring, a coalescing of renewal, abundance, and new life. As
Jesus was raised from the dead, we see resurrection reflected all around us.
The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we enter into the mystery,
wonder, and joy of Christ’s presence. As we gather for worship, we remember that it is
not just we human beings who offer thanksgiving and praise to God, but we join in
the hymn of all creation. As the psalmist writes, The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork," (19:1).
Beginning April 11th, we will celebrate a Season of Creation through the time after
Easter. Along with this emphasis on creation, we will return to offering worship
outside in the lower parking lot on Sunday mornings. As we did last year, worship
will be offered simultaneously outside and via Zoom at 9:15am. In the event of
inclement weather (wind/rain) we will worship only through Zoom. As this is a public
gathering, physical distancing will be observed and masks will be worn if outside of
your vehicle. Join us as we worship with all of creation!
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Worshipping from Afar
by Marilyn Perry

On July 7, 2020, Doyle and I left our Florissant
home of fifty-seven years to move to Akron, Ohio.
We bought the house next door to daughter
Lynne and Jason. Our son Andrew and Karla live
about twenty-five minutes away.
Covid-19 stepped in and kept us from moving
into a senior living apartment in the area the end
of March. Our plan had been to visit the ELCA
church five to ten minutes from us. That has
never happened. A truly meaningful connection
to our former life has been Sunday worship
services on Zoom with Living Christ. It is a
blessing to listen to Pastor Melissa’s relevant
sermons. The message of social justice, racial and
sexual equality, grace, forgiveness and love
strengthens our faith and especially needs to be
heard in these stressful times. An added perk is
to actually see and chat with our church family.
The whole Living Christ Zoom experience has
made for an easier adjustment. Change is good
but sometimes difficult. We do look forward to
participating soon in an in-person church
service. Thank you to Pastor Melissa and the
Living Christ church family for easing our
transition. We miss you.
Peace,
Marilyn and Doyle
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Nurse's Note - April 2021
BY BILL KAEPPEL

Random observations about life, the universe, and everything...hoping it makes sense...
COVID VACCINE We (Bill & Nancy) got the vaccines at Christian Northeast, with no after effects.
Get whatever vaccine you can ASAP. The risk of adverse effects from the vaccine are minimal
compared to the risk of Covid infection with possible long-term problems. Every doctor I’ve seen
on TV is saying the same. Even with the Covid variants, you have protection and the severity of
disease is lessened if you do get infected. Also: I continue to wear a mask and observe social
distancing and wash hands. Don’t want to get or spread covid. Maybe I have to right to do
whatever I want, but the responsibility toward others is even more pressing in this pandemic.
MEDICINES We’ve got a real problem with the cost of medications. The latest greatest meds
advertised on TV and in every magazine I’ve seen could bankrupt you. Besides the cost of
developing and getting approval from the FDA (and that’s substantial), there is the additional
expense of advertising and sending drug reps to talk with doctors and staff (and bring lunch). The
patent on a newly approved medication may last 20 TWENTY years before there is a generic
available. Of course, the ad says: “we MAY help you with cost” (operative word is MAY). Personally:
we trust our doctor(s) to use old tried and true medications that have proven effectiveness with
minimal problems. (The most ridiculous line in all advertising is: “Don’t take this medication if you
are allergic to it.” Oh yeah? And how am I supposed to know that?) Addendum: Sometimes you
can get medicines cheaper through GOODRX or from Canadian pharmacies
PHARMACYCHECKER.COM. AARP just sent a pharmacy card; unknown value.
INSURANCE The Untied (sic) States of America has the best and most convoluted health system in
the world. #1: If you have access to insurance through work, Medicare or Medicaid, GET IT. #2: Look
at your options. Employers may offer a range of benefits. Check what’s included and at what
expense, considering your risks. About Medicare: the ads are pushing HMOs. You might have no
premium. BUT: you are limited to the providers (doctors, hospitals) contracted with that insurance
program; if you go “outside,” you pay more. Also – and to me that’s a biggie – the insurance keeps
control of treatments and procedures. If your doctor says you need an expensive treatment or
procedure, you may have problems getting approval. Personally: we have original Medicare, a
supplement and drug program. It’s expensive. But we don’t need “referrals” to go to any doctor
any time, including specialists, and no bills for hospitalization. No hassle with insurance.
Finally: Worry is like a rocking chair, keeps you busy but you don’t get anywhere. (That’s why I
have a wife. She’s a professional...comes from having children and grandchildren etc...and that’s
not counting an elderly decrepit husband)
BE SAFE. BE HAPPY. GIVE YOURSELF A HUG.

Council Bullets
Easter bag drive by event on Apr 3 partnering with
Wedgwood HOA
Virtual bingo on Apr 23, 6:30 pm
Town Hall meetings TBD regarding constitution changes
Looking for 1 male participant for virtual Synod Assembly on
June 4-5
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

From the Treasurer

Occupying our time this last month has
been the question that is on everyone’s
mind, i.e. when will we be able to celebrate
on Sundays again in the sanctuary. The
executive committee and another member
of the council met to consider what the
considerations should be to get that done.
Our primary objective is the health and
safety of our congregants. So here are the
basic guidelines we have established.
We will consider re-entry when the new case
rate for the virus is no more than 10 new
cases per 100,000 population. Currently,
that number is 12. Secondly, when at least
75% of the population has been vaccinated.
Currently, that number is 19%. It is estimated
that this could happen sometime after July
1. Also, the current CDC and state guidelines
at the time will also have to be followed.
So we are a ways off. But the council is
unwilling to accept more than reasonable
risk. Conservative approach, certainly. But a
safe one with minimal risk to those we
treasure and want to protect. When we get
close to these levels, we will meet again to
determine the logistics for that re-entry.
We have also decided to allow meetings in
the building for groups of no more than
ten(10) people. There will be a registration
process. Registration forms can be obtained
from Cynthia in the church office. Those
forms will include basic information, i.e.
group name, number of people attending,
guidelines for use of the facility (upstairs
fellowship area only), no food or drink, etc.
The form should be filled out and submitted
back to Cynthia to obtain Pastor Melissa’s
approval. Her decisions will have total
backing by the church council, whether that
approval is given or is denied. Again, health
and safety are the key elements here.
I know we are all anxious about all of this.
But I sincerely ask you to be patient and let
this play out. May God continue to guide us
in these difficult times.
Randy Henning

Total YTD Income
Total YTD Expenses
Total YTD Difference

$23,720
$25,665
-$1,945

Actual Income of $23,720 is $1,945 Less than
actual expenses of $25,665. Let's try to make
up the difference in the coming months.
2021 General Funds paid to missions are as
follows:
Central States Synod
$2,400
If you have any questions, please feel free to
call or email me. Thanks. Dave Endorf,
Treasurer
dave.endorf@gmail.com
314-867-2289
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Holy Week 2021 Schedule
Join us for worship as we again journey with Jesus through his
passion, crucifixion, death, and resurrection. Specific details for each
service and worship opportunity are detailed below. Bulletins and
Zoom links can be found on our website: www.lc-livingchrist.org
Palm/Passion Sunday (3/28)
Worship via Zoom at 9:15am
Maundy Thursday (4/1)
Worship and meal via Zoom at 6pm
Good Friday (4/2)
Stations of the Cross activity with the Easter Missouri Conference
Time of prayer and conversation via Zoom at 7pm
Easter Sunday (4/4)
Outdoor Sunrise Service, 7am in the lower lot (no Zoom)
Coffee/Fellowship Hour via Zoom at 8:30am
Worship via Zoom at 9:15am

Worship resources for Holy Week (bulletins, palm branches, coloring
pages, and communion supplies) will be available for pick up after
worship on 3/21 and throughout the week. Get in touch with Pastor
Melissa or Cynthia if you need to schedule a time for pick up.
Remember, you can visit our website for bulletins and Zoom
links: www.lc-livingchrist.org

Upcoming: A Season of Creation
Worshipping God alongside all of creation
Sunday mornings in the lower parking lot or via Zoom at 9:15am
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Celebrate
Earth Day
(April 22nd)

Drive Thru Easter Bag
Give-Away

April 3rd, 12-2pm, lower lot

It’s not too early to be planning ahead
for Earth Day, April 22, as we celebrate
God’s Creation and our call as
stewards of God’s created goodness.
Visit earthday.org or
lutheransrestoringcreation.org for a
whole host of resources to help you
honor and celebrate this day.

LCLC and Wedgwood HOA are
partnering for this event. Bags
containing prepackaged Easter food
items, coloring books and other small
items for children will be passed out To
pick up a bag, arrive in your vehicle at
the church and follow directions from a
volunteer. You will remain in your
vehicle and wear a mask while
proceeding through. Thrivent provided
financial support for this event in
addition to the church and Wedgwood.

As we close our worship service on
4/25 we will include a blessing of our
garden beds.

...

April Book Study 4/28
After a short hiatus, we will be picking
up our anti-racism book study on
April 28th at 7pm via Zoom. We will
be discussing A Terrible Thing to
Waste: Environmental Racism and Its
Assault on the American Mind by
Harriet A. Washington. If you need
help getting a copy of the book to
read, contact Pastor Melissa.

Bingo Happy Hour is back
by popular demand!
Mark your calendars for five rounds of virtual
bingo on April 23rd at 6:30 pm and watch
your email for a Zoom link to the event. If you
are planning to play bingo there are three
options for receiving your bingo cards.
Pick up cards at church located on the table
inside the front door (5 cards/person)

Meeting ID: 859 5634 9969
Passcode: 485905

Call 314-210-02420 or email
(lamabrown@att.net) Laurie Brown and
request bingo cards as an email attachment
that can be printed. You will receive 5 bingo
cards for each player.
You can also call or email Laurie for cards to
be sent in the mail. Be sure to send
requests by April 16th so you get your cards
in time to play.
This event is free and there is no cost to receive
the bingo cards. Be sure to contact Laurie with
any questions about this fun, social event. Yes,
there will be prizes!!!!!!
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News from around the Synod and ELCA

Stand Your Ground Bible Study
An Introduction to Womanist Theology

This course is an introduction to Womanist
theology, a way of understanding God and
the Bible from the experiences of Black
women in the United States. We will
discuss this theological movement’s
origins, its commitments to justice for
Black women (as well as all persons who
suffer oppression), and the relevance of
Womanist theology in light of current
turmoils in the United States.
Required Reading: Stand Your Ground:
Black Bodies and the Justice of God by
Kelly Brown Douglas

2021 Synod Assembly
June 4-5, meeting virtually

With ELCA Representative and
Keynote Speaker: Ms. Judith
Roberts Senior Director, Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion.
For more info:
css-elca.org/assembly

Instructor: Dr. Linda Thomas, Full Professor
of Theology and Anthropology at Lutheran
School of Theology in Chicago.
Dates: Saturdays, April 10 - May 15, 2021
Time: 9:00 - 11:00 am CST
All classes will be taught via Zoom
Cost: $60
To register visit www.lststl.org

Witnessing in Society
Team Listening
Sessions
The ELCA Witnessing in Society team
works for change in public policy
based on the church’s social teaching
and the experience of Lutheran
ministries. These sessions will help
equip the team in representing the
breadth of concerns across the
church. Listening Sessions to be held
in the Central States Synod:
Wednesday, April 14
Thursday, April 15
Tuesday, April 20
(All sessions 7:00-8:30 p.m. via Zoom)
To participate, please RSVP via email
to tanderson@css-elca.org or call the
synod office at 913-948-9701.
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Habitat Happenings
BY BOB FAYMAN

LA SAION = Houses 3, 4, and 5 continue finishing work inside with cabinets
being installed in kitchens and bathrooms, flooring, finished stairs installation
and interior doors and trim work throughout. House 3 is expected to close in
the next 30 days. Landscape work will begin as the weather permits.
THE GATE = Brickwork has been completed on all 3 houses. Siding on the rear
of each house is underway, while electrical, and plumbing rough-ins are
completed. Heating, Ventilation,and Air Conditioning ductwork are being
installed.
REHAB = One house was acquired this past month and some interior gutting
was started.
WAREHOUSE = Work in the Construction Warehouse is still on a week-to-week
basis supporting the needs of work on the 6 existing houses.
RESTORES = Both locations are open to recieve and sell on a restricted basis.
Truck Pick-Up Service is available for donations. Please talk to Bob Fayman
(314) 707-7550 if you have questions.
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Celebrate!
Birthdays, Anniversaries, and more

April Birthdays
Marjorie BECKER
4
Elaine ORTON
10
William BILLEAU
11
Eugene KELLER
12
DeDe KAVANAUGH 13
Walter HAYNES
26
Irene DESMOND
30

Wedding Anniversaries
Rodney and Maureen Buchek
Dave and Toby Barnes
Levaughn and Sheila Smart
Mark and Susan Beins
Gary and Judy Hecksel

3 51yrs
6 58yrs
9 38yrs
17 11yrs
29 26yrs

Baptismal Anniversaries
Albers Glen
Hecksel Gary
Kaeppel William
Lake Bill
Lake Hannah
Pierce Madeline
Schultz Trisha
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4-2
44-10
4-11
4-11
4-23
4-30

April Worship Assistants
April 4, 2021 - Easter Sunday
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Zoom and Tech Support: Elizabeth Carr
Lector (9:15am): Gary Brown
Prayers/Liturgy Response (9:15): Elizabeth Carr
April 11, 2021
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa Woeppel
Zoom and Tech Support: Elizabeth Carr
Lector: Sharon Perko-Davis
Prayers/Liturgy Response: Elizabeth Carr
April 18, 2021
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa Woeppel
Zoom and Tech Support: Elizabeth Carr
Lector: Judy Holmes
Prayers/Liturgy Response: Angela Bennett
April 25, 2021
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa Woeppel
Zoom and Tech Support: Elizabeth Carr
Lector: Kathy Carr
Prayers/Liturgy Response: Elizabeth Carr

May Announcements and Articles Due April 23
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Zoom links for events can be found on our website: www.lc-livingchrist.org/calendar

