
Readings and Hymns for Sunday Worship - Lent 2021 
 

Lent 1 - February 21 
 
Opening Hymn- O Lord, throughout These Forty Days  (ELW 319) 
1 O Lord, throughout these forty days 

you prayed and kept the fast; 
inspire repentance for our sin, 
and free us from our past. 

2 You strove with Satan, and you won; 
your faithfulness endured; 
lend us your nerve, your skill, and trust 
in God's eternal word. 

3 Though parched and hungry, yet you prayed 
and fixed your mind above; 
so teach us to deny ourselves 
that we may know God's love. 

4 Be with us through this season, Lord, 
and all our earthly days, 
that when the final Easter dawns, 
we join in heaven's praise. 

 
First Reading: Genesis 9:8-17 
Today’s reading is the conclusion to the flood story. Because of human sin, God destroys the 
earth by flood, saving only Noah, his family, and the animals on the ark. Yet divine 
destruction gives way to divine commitment. As in the first creation, God blesses humanity 
and establishes a covenant with all creation. 

8 God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9 “As for me, I am establishing my 
covenant with you and your descendants after you, 10 and with every living creature 
that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with 
you, as many as came out of the ark. 11 I establish my covenant with you, that never 
again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be 
a flood to destroy the earth.” 12 God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I 
make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future 
generations: 13 I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 
between me and the earth. 14 When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is 
seen in the clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and 
every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to 
destroy all flesh. 16 When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the 
 



 

everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on 
the earth.” 17 God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have 
established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 

L: Word of God, Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 25:1-10 
L: To you, O Lord, 
  I lift up my soul. 
C: My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
L: Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
C: Show me your ways, O Lord, 
  and teach me your paths.  
L: Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
C: Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, 
  for they are from everlasting. 
L: Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
       remember me according to your steadfast love goodness, O Lord. 
C: You are gracious and upright, O Lord; 
  therefore you teach sinners in your way.  
L: You lead the lowly in justice 
  and teach the lowly your way. 
C: All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies. 
 
Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:18-22 
As God acted through Christ’s suffering and death to bring us to God, so God acts through 
baptism to save us from a sinful existence. Baptism marks our new life in Christ. 

18 Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in 
order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the 
spirit, 19 in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison,      20 
who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, 
during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved 
through water. 21 And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a 
removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, 



 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the 
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 

L: Word of God, Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Gospel Reading: Mark 1:9-15 
The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is tested by Satan so 
that he might proclaim the good news of God’s reign. 

9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10 And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn 
apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11 And a voice came from heaven, 
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
  12 And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13 He was in the 
wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the 
angels waited on him. 
  14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news 
of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 
repent, and believe in the good news.” 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Hymn of the Day- Thy Holy Wings  (ELW 613) 
1 Thy holy wings, O Savior, 

spread gently over me, 
and let me rest securely 
through good and ill in thee. 
Oh, be my strength and portion, 
my rock and hiding place, 
and let my ev'ry moment 
be lived within thy grace. 

2 Oh, let me nestle near thee, 
within thy downy breast 
where I will find sweet comfort 
and peace within thy nest. 
Oh, close thy wings around me 
and keep me safely there, 



 

for I am but a newborn 
and need thy tender care. 

3 Oh, wash me in the waters 
of Noah's cleansing flood. 
Give me a willing spirit, 
a heart both clean and good. 
Oh, take into thy keeping 
thy children great and small, 
and while we sweetly slumber, 
enfold us one and all. 

 
Sending Hymn- I Want Jesus to Walk with Me  (ELW 325) 
1 I want Jesus to walk with me; 

I want Jesus to walk with me; 
all along my pilgrim journey, 
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

2 In my trials, Lord, walk with me; 
in my trials, Lord, walk with me; 
when my heart is almost breaking, 
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

3 When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 
when I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 
when my head is bowed in sorrow, 
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

 

Lent 2 - February 28 
 
Opening Hymn- God Loved the World (ELW 323) 
1 God loved the world so that he gave  

his only Son the lost to save, 
that all who would in him believe 
should everlasting life receive. 

2 Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, 
who was made flesh and suffered death; 
all who confide in Christ alone  
are built on this chief cornerstone. 

 



 

3 If you are ill, if death draws near, 
this truth your troubled heart can cheer: 
Christ Jesus rescues us from death; 
that is the firmest ground of faith. 

4 Be of good cheer, for God's own Son 
forgives all sins that you have done, 
and justified by Jesus' blood, 
your baptism grants the highest good. 

5 All glory to the Father, Son,  
and Holy Spirit, Three in One! 
To you, O blessed Trinity, 
be praise now and eternally! 

First Reading: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham and Sarah. God promises 
this old couple that they will be the ancestors of nations, though they have no child together. 
God will miraculously bring forth new life from Sarah’s womb. The name changes emphasize 
the firmness of God’s promise. 

1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to 
him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2 And I will make my 
covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3 Then 
Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4 “As for me, this is my covenant with 
you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name 
be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a 
multitude of nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations 
of you, and kings shall come from you. 7 I will establish my covenant between me 
and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an 
everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.” 
  15 God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but 
Sarah shall be her name. 16 I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. 
I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from 
her.” 

L: Word of God, Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm: Psalm 22:23-31 
L:  You who fear the Lord, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory. 



 

  Stand in awe of the Lord, all you offspring of Israel. 
C:  For the Lord does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is 

the Lord‘s face hidden from them; 
  but when they cry out, the Lord hears them. 
L:  From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the Lord. 
C:  The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
  Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your hearts live forever! 
L:  All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; 
  all the families of nations shall bow before God. 
C:  For dominion belongs to the Lord, 
  who rules over the nations. 
L:  Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 
  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the Lord. 
C:  Their descendants shall serve the Lord, 
  whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 
L:  They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
  saying to them, “The Lord has acted!” 
 
Second Reading: Romans 4:13-25 
Paul presents Abraham as the example for how a person comes into a right relationship with 
God not through works of the law but through faith. Though Abraham and Sarah were far too 
old for bearing children, Abraham trusted that God would accomplish what God had promised 
to accomplish. 
 
13 The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 If it is the 
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 
15 For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 
  16 For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace 
and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but 
also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17 as it 
is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the 
God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the 
things that do not exist. 18 Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become 
“the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall your 
descendants be.” 19 He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, 
which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when 



 

he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20 No distrust made him waver 
concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to 
God, 21 being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 
22 Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23 Now the words, “it 
was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, 24 but for ours also. It will 
be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 
25 who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our 
justification. 

L: Word of God, Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Gospel: Mark 8:31-38 
After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his disciples for the first 
time what is to come. Peter’s response indicates that he does not yet understand the way of the 
cross that Jesus will travel. 
 
31 [Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, 
and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and 
after three days rise again. 32 He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside 
and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked 
Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine 
things but on human things.” 
  34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to 
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 
me. 35 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life 
for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36 For what will it profit them 
to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37 Indeed, what can they give in return 
for their life? 38 Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous 
and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes 
in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
 
L: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Hymn of the Day- Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said (ELW 667) 
1 "Take up your cross," the Savior said, 

"if you would my disciple be; 



 

forsake the past, and come this day, 
and humbly follow after me." 

2 Take up your cross; let not its weight 
pervade your soul with vain alarm; 
his strength shall bear your spirit up, 
sustain your heart, and nerve your arm. 

3 Take up your cross, nor heed the shame, 
nor let your foolish heart rebel; 
for you the Lord endured the cross 
to save your soul from death and hell. 

4 Take up your cross and follow Christ, 
nor think till death to lay it down; 
for those who humbly bear the cross 
one day will wear the glorious crown. 

 
Sending Hymn- Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus  (ELW 802) 
1 Let us ever walk with Jesus, 

follow his example pure, 
through a world that would deceive us 
and to sin our spirits lure. 
Onward in his footsteps treading, 
trav'lers here, our home above, 
full of faith and hope and love, 
let us do our Savior's bidding. 
Faithful Lord, with me abide; 
I shall follow where you guide. 

2 Let us suffer here with Jesus, 
and with patience bear our cross. 
Joy will follow all our sadness; 
where he is there is no loss. 
Though today we sow no laughter, 
we shall reap celestial joy: 
all discomforts that annoy 
shall give way to mirth hereafter. 
Jesus, here I share your woe; 
help me there your joy to know. 

3 Let us gladly die with Jesus. 



 

Since by death he conquered death, 
he will free us from destruction, 
give to us immortal breath. 
Let us mortify all passion 
that would lead us into sin; 
and the grave that shuts us in 
shall but prove the gate of heaven. 
Jesus, here with you I die, 
there to live with you on high. 

4 Let us also live with Jesus. 
He has risen from the dead 
that to life we may awaken. 
Jesus, you are now our head, 
we are your own living members; 
where you live, there we shall be 
in your presence constantly, 
living there with you forever. 
Jesus, let me faithful be; 
life eternal grant to me. 

 

Lent 3 - March 7 
 
Opening Hymn- In the Cross of Christ I Glory  (ELW 324) 
1 In the cross of Christ I glory, 

tow'ring o'er the wrecks of time. 
All the light of sacred story 
gathers round its head sublime. 

2 When the woes of life o'ertake me, 
hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
never shall the cross forsake me; 
lo, it glows with peace and joy. 

3 When the sun of bliss is beaming 
light and love upon my way, 
from the cross the radiance streaming 
adds more luster to the day. 

4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 
by the cross are sanctified; 



 

peace is there that knows no measure, 
joys that through all time abide. 

First Reading: Exodus 20:1-17 

After escaping from slavery, the Israelites come to Mount Sinai, where God teaches them how 
to live in community. The Ten Commandments proclaim that God alone is worthy of worship. 
Flowing from God, the life of the community flourishes when based on honesty, trust, fidelity, 
and respect for life, family, and property. 

1 God spoke all these words: 
  2 I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery; 3 you shall have no other gods before me. 
  4 You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is 
in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God 
am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the 
fourth generation of those who reject me, 6 but showing steadfast love to the 
thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
  7 You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord 
will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
  8 Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do 
all your work. 10 But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not 
do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your 
livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11 For in six days the Lord made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; 
therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 
  12 Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land 
that the Lord your God is giving you. 
  13 You shall not murder. 
  14 You shall not commit adultery. 
  15 You shall not steal. 
  16 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
  17 You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s 
wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 
neighbor. 

L: Word of God, Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God.  



 

Psalm: Psalm 19 
L:  The heavens declare the glory of God, 
  and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork. 
C:  One day tells its tale to another, 
  and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
L:  Although they have no words or language, 
  and their voices are not heard, 
C:  their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the 

world, 
  where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 
L:  It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
  it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
C:  It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the 

end of it again; 
  nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 
L:  The teaching of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; 
  the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 
C:  The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; 
  the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
L:  The fear of the Lord is clean and endures forever; 
  the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 
C:  More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 
  sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.  
L:  By them also is your servant enlightened, 
  and in keeping them there is great reward. 
C:  Who can detect one’s own offenses? 
  Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
L:  Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion 

over me; 
  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
C:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in 

your sight, 
  O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.  

 

 



 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

The word of the cross is pure foolishness and nonsense to the world because it claims that God 
is mostly revealed in weakness, humiliation, and death. But through such divine foolishness 
and weakness, God is working to save us. The center of Paul’s preaching is Christ crucified. 

18 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, 
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this 
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom 
of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the 
foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For Jews demand 
signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling 
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For God’s 
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than 
human strength. 

L: Word of God, Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God.  

Gospel: John 2:13-22 

Jesus attacks the commercialization of religion by driving merchants out of the temple. When 
challenged, he responds mysteriously, with the first prediction of his own death and 
resurrection. In the midst of a seemingly stable religious center, Jesus suggests that the center 
itself has changed. 

13 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the 
temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers 
seated at their tables. 15 Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the 
temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money 
changers and overturned their tables. 16 He told those who were selling the doves, 
“Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17 His 
disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.”   

18 The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” 19 Jesus 
answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20 The 
Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and 
will you raise it up in three days?” 21 But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 



 

22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; 
and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
 
L: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Hymn of the Day- Canticle of the Turning  (ELW 723) 
1 My soul cries out with a joyful shout 

that the God of my heart is great, 
and my spirit sings of the wondrous things 
that you bring to the ones who wait. 
You fixed your sight on your servant's plight, 
and my weakness you did not spurn,  
so from east to west shall my name be blest. 
Could the world be about to turn? 

Refrain 
My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 
Let the fires of your justice burn. 
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 
and the world is about to turn. 

2 Though I am small, my God, my all, 
you work great things in me, 
and your mercy will last from the depths of the past 
to the end of the age to be. 
Your very name puts the proud to shame, 
and to those who would for you yearn, 
you will show your might, put the strong to flight, 
for the world is about to turn.  Refrain 

3 From the halls of pow'r to the fortress tow'r, 
not a stone will be left on stone. 
Let the king beware for your justice tears 
ev'ry tyrant from his throne. 
The hungry poor shall weep no more, 
for the food they can never earn; 
there are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be fed, 
for the world is about to turn.  Refrain 

4 Though the nations rage from age to age, 



 

we remember who holds us fast: 
God's mercy must deliver us  
from the conqueror's crushing grasp. 
This saving word that our forebears heard 
is the promise which holds us bound, 
till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, 
who is turning the world around.  Refrain 

 
Sending Hymn- Lift High the Cross  (ELW 660) 
Refrain 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
till all the world adore his sacred name. 

1 Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 
our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  Refrain 

2 All newborn servants of the Crucified 
bear on their brows the seal of him who died.  Refrain 

3 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 
as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.  Refrain 

4 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 

 
 

Lent 4 - March 14 
 
Opening Hymn- Christ, Be Our Light  (ELW 715) 
1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, 
light for the world to see. 

Refrain 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 

2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
Longing for hope, many despair. 



 

Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 
Make us your living voice.  Refrain 

3 Longing for food, many are hungry. 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for others, 
shared until all are fed.  Refrain 

4 Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others, 
walls made of living stone.  Refrain 

5 Many the gifts, many the people, 
many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, 
signs of your kingdom come.  Refrain 

First Reading: Numbers 21:4-9 

Though God provides food and water for the Israelites in the wilderness, they whine and 
grumble. They forget about the salvation they experienced in the exodus. God punishes them 
for their sin, but when they repent God also provides a means of healing: a bronze serpent 
lifted up on a pole. 

4 From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around 
the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. 5 The people spoke 
against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in 
the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable 
food.” 6 Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the 
people, so that many Israelites died. 7 The people came to Moses and said, “We have 
sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away 
the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8 And the Lord said to 
Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten 
shall look at it and live.” 9 So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a 
pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of 
bronze and live. 

L: Word of God, Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God.  

Psalm: Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 
L:  Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good, 



 

  for God’s mercy endures forever. 
C:  Let the redeemed of the Lord proclaim 
  that God redeemed them from the hand of the foe, 
L:  gathering them in from the lands; 
  from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south. 
C:  Some were fools and took rebellious paths; 
  through their sins they were afflicted. 
L:  They loathed all manner of food 
  and drew near to death’s door. 
C:  Then in their trouble they cried to the Lord 
  and you delivered them from their distress.  
L:  You sent forth your word and healed them 
  and rescued them from the grave. 
C:  Let them give thanks to you, Lord, for your steadfast love 
  and your wonderful works for all people. 
L:  Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving 
  and tell of your deeds with shouts of joy. 

Second Reading: Ephesians 2:1-10 

The word of the cross is pure foolishness and nonsense to the world because it claims that God 
is mostly revealed in weakness, humiliation, and death. But through such divine foolishness 
and weakness, God is working to save us. The center of Paul’s preaching is Christ crucified. 

1 You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once lived, following 
the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is 
now at work among those who are disobedient. 3 All of us once lived among them in 
the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by 
nature children of wrath, like everyone else. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, out of 
the great love with which he loved us 5 even when we were dead through our 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 

and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his 
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved 
through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God— 9 not the result of 
works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are what he has made us, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 

L: Word of God, Word of Life. 



 

C: Thanks be to God.  

Gospel: John 3:14-21 

Jesus attacks the commercialization of religion by driving merchants out of the temple. When 
challenged, he responds mysteriously, with the first prediction of his own death and 
resurrection. In the midst of a seemingly stable religious center, Jesus suggests that the center 
itself has changed. 

[Jesus said:] 14 “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
  16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
  17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might be saved through him. 18 Those who believe in him are 
not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because 
they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the 
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather 
than light because their deeds were evil. 20 For all who do evil hate the light and do 
not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21 But those who do 
what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have 
been done in God.” 
 
L: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Hymn of the Day- For by Grace You Have Been Saved (ELW 598) 
1 For by grace you have been saved  

and even faith is not your own, 
it's the gift of God for you  
and not the works that you have done. 
Don't let anybody boast,  
for this is God's great gift. Amen. 

2 "So my grace is all sufficient  
for each child who is my own, 
for my strength is now made perfect  
for each child who is my own. 
When you're weak, then you are strong,  
for this is God's great gift." Amen. 



 

3 So this weakness with contentment  
I'll accept now in myself, 
all my hardships, pains, and griefs  
that still lie deep within myself. 
When I'm weak, then I am strong,  
for this is God's great gift. Amen. Amen. 

 
Sending Hymn- Christ, the Life of All the Living (ELW 339) 
1 Christ, the life of all the living,  

Christ, the death of death, our foe, 
Christ, yourself for me once giving  
to the darkest depths of woe: 
through your suff'ring, death, and merit  
life eternal I inherit. 
Thousand, thousand thanks are due,  
dearest Jesus, unto you. 

2 You have suffered great affliction  
and have borne it patiently, 
even death by crucifixion,  
fully to atone for me; 
for you chose to be tormented  
that my doom should be prevented. 
Thousand, thousand thanks are due,  
dearest Jesus, unto you. 

3 Then, for all that bought my pardon, 
for the sorrows deep and sore, 
for the anguish in the garden, 
I will thank you evermore; 
thank you for the groaning, sighing,  
for the bleeding and the dying, 
for that last triumphant cry, 
praise you evermore on high. 

 
A special bulletin will be prepared for worship on March 21st as we mark 
the year anniversary of the COVID pandemic’s effect on our worship life.  


