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If you had to pick just one adjective from the 2020 list above, what would it be, and why?
What biblical word or words might you apply to 2021? Why?

The Oxford Language (the group that publishes the Oxford English Dictionary) has
traditionally picked a Word of the Year. As one word, it's meant to capture what life was like in
that year. As you might imagine, 2020 made that task impossible. Instead of choosing one
word, a whole list of words were released that included the following: 

Covid-19, lockdown, community transmission, shelter-in-place, social distancing,
blursday, Black Lives Matter, cancel culture, super-spreader, reopening, systemic racism,
pandemic, epidemic, support bubbles (or support pods), hygiene theater, defund, masks,
anti-masker, mask-shaming, PPE, essential workers, take a knee, Juneteenth,
doomscrolling, wokeness, impeachment, mail-in, self-quarantine, remote working,
remote learning, Zoom, staycation and others.

Quite a list! The report goes on to note that this long list of language is important as they
represent the "common thread connecting these shared experiences across the globe." These
words help us to share and connect, to make meaning of our experiences over the last year.

Likewise, the story of scripture helps us to understand God's activity in the world and our
relationship to God and others. In the next couple of pages, Judy and Bill share some of the
ways scripture helps them see God at work and how they look to the future with hope. As you
read their reflections, I invite you to think about the following questions:

If you're willing, I'd love to hear your responses. Feel free to shoot me an email or give me a call
as TOGETHER we discern the work of God among us.

W e b s i t e :  www . l c - l i v i ngch r i s t .o rg

 O f f i c e  E m a i l :  l c l c 2 725@gma i l .com

O f f i c e  P h o n e :  3 1 4 -839 -0466

A d d r e s s :  2725  Conco rd  Dr ,  F l o r i s s an t ,  MO  63033

- - -

F i nd  us  on  Facebook  -  Lu the r an  Chu r ch  o f  t he  L i v i ng  Ch r i s t  ELCA

 



Hope for the Future
W R I T T E N  B Y  J U D Y  H O L M E S

Almost 12 years ago, my husband, Mickey, and I 
moved into Hidden Lake, a Lutheran residential
community. We came from Texas and had never
seen Hidden Lake—just picked it from the computer.  
We were quite pleased. I really felt the Lord had a
hand in leading us here.

Things do change.  In a couple of years, Mickey had
passed on. A few years later, Hidden Lake had been
sold twice. The second sale took place at the
beginning of 2020. Each of the sales happened to
be to owners who were Jewish. Our newest owner
let us know that he respected our faith and he
expected us to respect his. That has worked out just
fine. The name became The Estates of Hidden Lake.
There were some changes that seemed positive. We
heard plans we liked. We had hope for the future
and the words of Psalm 126:3 – “The Lord has done
great things for us; we are glad,” seemed to apply. 

Then, a couple of months later, we were wearing
masks, social distancing, and using hand sanitizer.
We picked up meals and ate alone in our living
quarters. Family and friends could not visit us. The
bus no longer took us to shopping or restaurants. We
took Covid-19 tests regularly. 

On the positive side, the incidence of Covid-19 on
campus has been kept low. But, like all of you, we
have known people who contracted the disease and
we have known loss. Sometimes we have Happy
Hour, bingo, movies, trivia, all under safety rules. A
staff member was added to have conversations and
activities to prevent depression and feelings of
isolation. I am so appreciative of the caring staff and
other residents.  We are family! And, we have gotten
our first vaccine shot and should have our second by
the time you read this.

Even though there is still uncertainty, sadness,
loneliness and challenges, we can still say “The Lord
has done great things for us; we are glad.” 

There is hope for the future.
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It's easy to get "depressed" nowadays (non-clinically speaking). 2020 is over but the threats remain.

COVID is still raging; family members and friends are infected and dying. The political system is in

turmoil; outright lies are rampant and folks believe them; threats of violence to individuals and

institutions assault us daily. We fear for our own safety and for those we love and respect, as well as

those who are charged with managing the affairs of our nation.

Could be depressing, but...

Seems to me that depression is often generated by loss or the fear of loss. I am not what I was, I

don't have what I had, and I'm afraid of losing even more of myself and my stuff. I am threatened

by a pandemic, a troubled economy, a turbulent political system, and radical groups that advocate

violence. (Seems to me that radical groups are motivated by this fear of loss; e.g. white nationalists

fear the rise of minority political power.) Sadly, fear breeds the poison of hate. But, 'nuff about fear.

There is a cure for fear. it's called "faith."

We have a Brother (his name is Jesus) who makes us children of the Father*. We live primarily in

the Kingdom of God. When the storm comes up, our Brother says, "Why are you fearful, O you of

little faith?" (Mt 8:26).   As another brother Luther put it: "God protects me against all danger and

shields and preserves me from all evil: (ELW p.1162). But: "deliver us from evil" doesn't mean "don't

let any bad thing happen"; it's actually "rescue us from the Evil One". The Evil One is that terrible

voice that whispers "don't trust your Father, God child; don't believe your Brother and all His

promises."

Faith prevails. Faith conquers fear. Fear vanishes. And I'm not depressed.

*actually, "Parent". "In the image of God 'he' created 'him' male and FEMALE created 'he' them"

(Genesis 1:27) Maybe, "Our Parent, who is in heaven..."Book: "When Bad Things Happen to Good

People" by Harold Kushner (rabbi, parent, human being). 

HELP THE POOR PARISH NURSE. Give a health topic (mental or physical) you would like to see

presented. Call/text to 314-378-6308 or email kaeppel@sbcglobal.net.

Nurse's Note - Faith vs Fear
B Y  B I L L  K A E P P E L

Ash Wednesday - Feb. 17

Drive Thru Ashes - available in the upper lot between 12pm-1p

and 5pm-6pm.

Temporary tattoo crosses will be made available for use in

your homes (especially great for the young or young-at-heart)

You may also choose to make your own ashes and can find

instructions by searching online

Zoom Worship at 7pm

As we begin the season of Lent, there will be a number of ways to

engage in worship and distribution of ashes, highlighted below: 
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A Girl Scout from Wedgwood will

be selling cookies Cookies in the

upper parking lot on February 13,
9am-4pm. Watch the digital sign

for further details.

A Council Retreat will be held via

Zoom on Feb. 6th from 9am-12pm. 

St. Louis County will do a COVID

Council Bullets

 

 

presentation via ZOOM. Details on

page 6.

From the TreasurerCouncil Updates
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Stay in touch with LCLC
In addition to The Communicator

that comes out each month, there

are a number of ways to stay

connected with what's going on

week to week. 

Be sure to visit our website, 

(www.lc-livingchrist.org) which

includes bulletins and worship

information on the front page. You

can also view the most up-to-date

calendar (including Zoom links)

If you are on Facebook, give us a

like! Search for Lutheran Church of
the Living Christ ELCA and click

the button with the thumbs up. 

Actual Income & Expenses for December

And YTD for January – December 2020

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total YTD Income            $175,501

Total YTD Expenses         $174,052

Total YTD Difference           $1,449

I am very happy to report that through

December our actual income for the year

ended up $1,149 MORE than our actual

expenses! A big thank you goes to everyone at

church for helping us to meet, and then

exceed the 2020 financial needs.

 

2020 General Funds paid to missions are as

follows:

Central States Synod         $11,040

Other Agencies                    $6,500

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to

ask me, call me, or email me. Thanks. 

Dave Endorf, Treasurer

dave.endorf@gmail.com     

 314-867-2289

                                          YTD 

                       Dec          Jan-Dec                  

Category        Actual        Actual                   

INCOME        $19,374    $175,501

EXPENSES    $12,727    $174,052         

 CIS                $300.00   $1,200 

 Education        $0         $1,110     

 Member Care   $0         $32        

 Missions        $1,540      $17,540      

 Office            $237         $3,126     

 Outreach        $30         $451            

 Pastor Fund        $0       $370     

 Property        $1,725       $43,345

Stewardship        $0      $306      

 Support        $1,656        $21,641     

 Wages          $7,227        $83,088

Worship        $12            $1,844            

 Youth            $0             $0

 



Pray Then in This Way...
Exp lo r ing  the  Lo rd ' s  Praye r  -  Len t  202 1
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Worship at 9:15am via Zoom

"Prayer in Action" Adult Forum Series, 1:30pm via Zoom

2/21 Psalms, Prayer, and Creation Care with Dr. Clint McCann

2/28 Vaccine Presentation with STL County Dept. of Public Health 

3/07 RIP Medical Debt with Peace Lutheran, Washington MO

3/14 Prayer and Protest with Pr. Jeff Lindgren

3/21 Prayer and Advocacy with Missouri Faith Voices

2/23-3/23, sessions at 9:00am and 7:00pm via Zoom

2/24-3/24, 7:00pm via Zoom

When asked to teach his disciples to pray, Jesus said, “pray then in this way,”

teaching them what we have come to know as the Lord’s prayer. It is a short

prayer, and a prayer that summarizes the whole of the gospel. 

Many if not most of us have prayed this prayer for so long and so many times that

we no longer think about the words - we just say them. But rote repetition of the

prayer is not praying. 

Our Lenten journey with the Lord’s prayer will give us the opportunity to learn

from Jesus and to follow in the way of God. It is an invitation to learn, pray, and

put our faith into action. Below is an overview of the many opportunities provided

for this season:

Sundays

Tuesday Bible Study on Prayer Practices

Wednesday Evening Worship with St. Mark's (Clayton)

For kids and families
Check out our Facebook page Sunday-Thursday for a lesson or activity on the

Lord's Prayer (in partnership with ELCA congregations across the Synod)

Lent-in-a-Box
The Worship Committee is preparing a number of resources to aid your personal

lenten journeys. Boxes will be available soon that contains a devotional, supplies

for prayer practices, and more!



Information on the vaccine and

which vaccines are currently

available

Department of Public Health’s

responsibility to vaccinate

Update on where we are in the

vaccination process

How you can help support the

vaccination effort.  

Vaccine Presentation
February 28th, 1:30pm via Zoom
Sarah Crosley is a senior staff

member with the St. Louis County

Department of Public Health and

will be providing an update on the

pandemic and information on

vaccines. She will cover: 

A Zoom link will be emailed and can

be found on the calendar section on

the church’s website.  We will be

inviting our neighbors from the

Wedgwood community to this

event. Questions? Call Laurie Brown

at 314-210-0242.

As we continue to worship from our

homes out of love and care for our

neighbors, hymnals can be

checked out to have at home. 

 Hymnals available for check out

are located on a table in the Great

Room along with a sign-out sheet.

If you don't have access to the

building, talk to Pr. Melissa and she

will make arrangements to get a

hymnal to you. 

Soup-er Bowl Food Drive

Soup

Tuna

Toiletries

Diapers and Wipes (Sizes 4, 5, 6)

Cash/Check Donations

Leading up to the Super Bowl, we are

supporting TEAM by collecting the

following items through Feb. 7th:

If you would like someone to pick up

your donations, contact Cathie Lehr at

314-809-4477.

Check out an
ELW Hymnal

6

Vaccine Registration
The link below can be used to get on

the list at the STL county health

department. You will be notified to

get an appointment when it is your

turn and supply is available.

https://stlcorona.com/covid19-
vaccines/



Jesus & the Gospels – Lenten Study
with Dr. Fred Niedner
The early Christians took four “gospels” that

tell Jesus’ story into their canon and almost

immediately struggled with “harmonizing”

them. This six-week course during Lent

involves listening to the unique voice,

theology, and proclamation of each gospel,

with particular emphasis on how the

Passion Narrative of each reveals its own

peculiar way of melding Jesus’ story and

the story of its hearers and readers into one

liberating, life-given narrative. The more

carefully we listen to this quartet, the more

we come to understand that no solo voice

could ever communicate the fullness of

what the fourth gospel called “the Word of

God dwelling among us.”

9:00-11:00 am CST on February 18, 25,

March 4, 11, 18 and 25, 2021 by Zoom.

$80 registration fee. Visit lststl.org to

register. 

Summer Camp 2021 Registration
After a summer apart due to COVID, we

are thrilled to be back. As we adjust

camp to keep safe and healthy for your

camper, we look forward to Exploring

Creation, Building Relationships, and

Growing in Faith with you this summer.

Register at www.camptomahshinga.com 

Send questions to Jazz Turley at

jturley@tomahshinga.com.

News from around the Synod and ELCA
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ELCA World Hunger  
Big Game Challenge
While you are cheering on your team and

celebrating with family and friends - let's

help tackle hunger together. Team Kansas

City will seek to outdo Team Tampa Bay

for the sake of the gospel. The fans that

donate the most through their team page

to ELCA World Hunger by midnight

central time on February 7 will help their

synod take home the title of ELCA World

Hunger Champion. The Central States

Synod won last year, so let's do it again!

To learn more and make your

contribution, visit:

support.elca.org/goto/Kansas



Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for taking part in Lydia's House's
2020 Holiday Project. Because of you, the residents of Lydia's House were able
to celebrate this holiday season in safe and loving homes. By giving to Lydia's
House, you made a difference in the lives of adults and their children
escaping domestic violence situations. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Karen T. Kirk
President & CEO
Lydia's House
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Habitat Happenings

January was quite different in work and locations. The first two weeks there

was no work by Costruction Volunteers.                                                             

 The GATE = 3 Houses on Park, to the East of Cardinal Glennon Childrens 

Hospital, had all of the Monday-Wednesday-Friday Crews attending to 

clean up, exterior wrapping, and installing windows to be ready for 

Bricklayers to come.

NOTE: When we are building "in-fill" in and around existing houses, we try to

blend into the neighborhood. St. Louis has been built with brick, so Habitat

houses are brick in the front and sides. GATE houses are two

 story, 4 bedrooms and two full baths. House # 3, the designated 

Home-for-the-Holidays by Channel 4 KMOV has had all brick installed, 

with Houses #1 & #2 preparing for the Bricklayers the last week in 

January

.LA SAISION = Houses 3, 4, & 5 were doing finishing work inside in January. This 

will continue. Landscaping will follow as the weather permits  

 .CONSTRUCTION WAREHOUSE =  Tuesday Crew was recalled in the last week

of January. Work will be limited to 6 Volunteers, initially, as work comes and

goes to the built sites.

Habitat Staff continues to monitor the different work locations to adjust the

numbers of volunteers required, along with guidelines from the City of St.

Louis.  Questions about donations or work-in-process, please talk to Bob

Fayman (314) 707- 7550.

B Y  B O B  F A Y M A N



Baptismal Anniversaries 
  

  Rev. Paul Beins

  Jack Louis Besserman    10

  Gary Brown                       3

  Nancy Buth                     23

  Dennis Chappell             17

  David Endorf

  June Spilker

  Beth Wilson

A Prayer for Receiving the COVID Vaccine
Rev. Michael Woolf, Lake Street Church of Evanston

 
Sustainer of All, hold me in your care as I receive this vaccine, the work

of scientists, the labor of healthcare professionals. Bless the swirl of
molecules and antibodies, the mystical give and take of my body. 

 
Remove from me fear, for many have gone down this path before me
and many shall go after me. You made all things and call them good.

Open my heart to gratitude, even in the midst of much suffering. I give
thanks for this jab, a strange way to receive a blessing.

 
Stir my conscience to consideration of others, that I may not forget my
mask just because I am protected. Remind me of my obligation to my
community and myself and give me courage to receive my next dose.

Awaken me to vulnerability. Draw near to me today as I choose to
celebrate life and community. Amen. 

Celebrate! 
Birthdays, Anniversaries, and more

February Birthdays Wedding Anniversaries
 

Armin & Elisabeth Neff  2-10   60 years
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 Maddie PIERCE                      1

Deanna Gunn                          3 

Jody KLUENDER                    11

 Dave ENDORF                       14

 Rev. Paul  BEINS                   18

 Harland ZELL                        20

 JoAnn OTT                            22

 Harper Willow DESMOND   23

 Levaughn SMART                 25

 Anne SCHULTZ                     26

 Jeffery BROWN                     27

 Bill  LAKE                               27



February 7, 2021 
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa

Zoom and Tech Support: Elizabeth Carr
Lector: Elizabeth Carr
Prayers/Liturgy Response: Angela Bennett

February 14, 2021
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa Woeppel

Zoom and Tech Support: Elizabeth Carr
Lector: Sharon: Laurie Brown

Prayers/Liturgy Response: Elizabeth Carr

February 24, 2021 
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa Woeppel

Zoom and Tech Support: Elizabeth Carr
Lector: Gary Brown

Prayers/Liturgy Response: Elizabeth Carr

February 28, 2021
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa Woeppel

Zoom and Tech Support: Elizabeth Carr
Lector: Sharon Perko-Davis

Prayers/Liturgy Response: Angela Bennett

February Worship Assistants

February Announcements and Articles Due February 22
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Zoom links for events can be found on our website: www.lc-livingchrist.org
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