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Message from Pastor Melissa Woeppel

Friends in Christ,
While there are many words we could apply to the year 2020 (...I’ll let you use your imagination
here…), pivot seems to be especially apt. Though our central identity as a Christian worshipping
community has not changed, our ways of being together have turned as we have sought to live out
our mission and ministry in these new days.
Our strategies for gathering in a time of pandemic have hinged on mitigating risk, taking seriously
the needs of being together and the needs of health and safety. Just as we have figured out one
way of offering worship, things have changed in our community: COVID case numbers have drastically increased and are hitting closer and closer to home. So, we are pivoting to new virtual offerings for worship, bible study, and fellowship in order to do our part to keep our wider community
safe.
Though this has certainly been an opportunity to learn new technologies and to broaden our witness and reach, it has at the same time, come with loss, grief, and weariness. As temperatures
cool and nights grow longer, this is going to be a challenging winter season for all of us. As real as
these losses are, I pray that we do not grow weary of compassion and showing love to our most
vulnerable neighbors.
Acting in love and compassion, we will continue to wear masks. We will do our best to keep physical distance in order to not increase the spread of COVID-19 and further overwhelm our hospitals
and medical care workers. We will continue to pray for one another and bear each other’s burdens.
We will be aware of those experiencing loneliness and isolation, diligent in our efforts to call, write,
and reach out. We will continue to connect with one another through computer screen and phone
line, recognizing the very presence of Christ whenever and wherever two or three are gathered.
There are a variety of resources available to you to support you in all of these ways. Disposable
and reusable masks are available for pick-up or delivery. Prepackaged communion elements (in
recyclable packaging) are available as well.
The worship committee has also compiled a wealth of resources to aid in your worship and spiritual
life at home. Mod-ified Worship Boxes are available for pick-up or delivery. We also have a special
kit designed for kids and families. You can read more about these on page xx. Additionally, an
email with electronic resources will be coming to your inboxes soon.
As Paul wrote to the Thessalonians, so I say to you: I give thanks to God for all of you and mention
you in my prayers, constantly remembering before our God your work of faith and labor of love and
steadfastness of hope in Jesus Christ (paraphrased from 1 Thessalonians 1:2-3). With Christ, may
we be resilient. May we endure the hardships of these days, knowing that we do indeed have hope
for the future, and that hope is not in vain.

In Peace and Hope,
Pastor Melissa
pastormelissawoeppel@gmail.com
402-613-8068
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NURSES NOTE

DECEMBER 2020

Wife and I are in quarantine. Got exposed by grandkid on 11-13, found out on 11-15.
Goes to show you just don’t know…
Here’s some information excerpted from “Keeping You Safe” by MoBap (our hospital).
WHAT IS A POTENTIAL EXPOSURE?
Contact with someone with confirmed or suspected COVID19. This means: You were
within 6 feet for 15 minutes or more; you are caring for someone who is sick with
COVID19; you had physical contact, such as hugging or kissing; you shared eating or
drinking utensils; the person sneezes, coughed, or got respiratory droplets on you.

WHAT SHOULD I DO?
Quarantine. This means:
Stay home for 14 days (leave only for medical care); no visitors; if you are the only one
exposed, stay away from others in the home –wear a mask, stay 6’ away, wash or
sanitize hands, watch for fever, cough, shortness of breath, change in taste or smell;
contact your doctor for advice. YOUR DOCTOR CAN TELL YOU IF/WHEN YOU
SHOULD BE TESTED FOR COVID19.
WHEN CAN I END QUARANTINE?
You may end quarantine 14 days after your last close contact (exposure) with someone who has COVID19; any further contact restarts quarantine; if you are caring for
someone with COVID19, you must wait 14 days after they end “isolation”.
WHO NEEDS TO ISOLATE? Anyone who has symptoms of or tested positive for
COVID19. Symptoms are: Fever or chills, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty
breathing, fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, loss of taste or smell, sore throat,
congestion or runny nose, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea. Emergency warning signs –
seek medical help IMMEDIATELY: trouble breathing, persistent pain or pressure in
chest; new confusion; inability to wake or stay awake; bluish lips or face.
WHAT IS ISOLATION? Isolation means: stay home except for medical care or emergencies; watch for symptoms; stay in a separate room and use a separate bathroom if
possible; avoid contact with other person or pets; don’t share personal items like utensils and towels; wear a mask; wash or sanitize hands and disinfect whatever you
touch.
NOTE: Flu symptoms may be the same; be proactive and call your doctor.
BE SMART. BE SAFE. BE STRONG.
Submitted by: Bill Kaeppel
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A Special Note from Martin Luther

"Whether One May Flee from a Deadly Plague”
(Luther’s Works Vol 43, Fortress Press © 1968, pp. 130-131)
“This I well know, that if it were Christ or his mother who were laid low by illness, everybody would
be so solicitous and would gladly become a servant or helper. Everyone would want to be bold and
fearless; nobody would flee but everyone would come running. And yet they don’t hear what Christ
himself says, ‘As you did it to one of the least, you did it to me’ (Matt 25:40). When he speaks of the
greatest commandment he says, 'The other commandment is like unto it, you shall love your neighbor as yourself' (Matt. 22:39). There you hear that the command to love your neighbor is equal to
the greatest commandment to love God, and that what you do or fail to do for your neighbor means
doing the same to God. If you wish to serve Christ and to wait on him, very well, you have your sick
neighbor close at hand. Go to [them] and serve [them], and you will surely find Christ in [them], not
outwardly but in his word. If you do not wish or care to serve your neighbor you can be sure that if
Christ lay there instead you would not do so either and would let him lie there. Those are nothing
but illusions on your part which puff you up with vain pride, namely, that you would really serve
Christ if he were there in person. Those are nothing but lies; whoever wants to serve Christ in person would surely serve [their] neighbor as well. This is said as an admonition and encouragement
against fear and a disgraceful flight to which the devil would tempt us so that we would disregard
God's command in our dealings with our neighbor and so we would fall into sin on the left hand.
Others sin on the right hand. They are much too rash and reckless, tempting God and disregarding
everything which might counteract death and the plague. They disdain the use of medicines; they
do not avoid places and persons infected by the plague, but lightheartedly make sport of it and wish
to prove how independent they are. They say it is God's punishment; if God wants to protect them
[God] can do so without medicines or our carefulness. This is not trusting God but tempting
[God]. God has created medicines and provided us with intelligence to guard and take good care of
the body so that we can live in good health.”
*****************************************************************************************************************

Wondering how to make a positive impact in the world right now? With ELCA Good
Gifts, you can choose from 50 charitable gifts to give in honor of friends and loved
ones. Each one of these gifts makes a real impact in the world, sharing the love of
Christ — one goat, water well or school uniform at a time. Start your holiday shopping
now and order free, customized cards for each gift you give. Please give by Dec. 10,
2020, to ensure that your cards arrive in time for Christmas. Shop now at goodgifts.elca.org
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READ THE BIBLE IN A YEAR
Stuck at home? Watching TV? Maybe reading a
book?
How about: read through the whole Bible in a year.
We have copies of two such programs available at
church. Takes 15-20 minutes a day. Best spiritual
exercise you can do in evil times.

Mod-ified Worship Box and Kit for
Families

As we look forward to Advent, Christmas,
Epiphany, and beyond, we dream of a time
when it is safe to gather in one place again
and worship together in person. For now,
though, we continue dreaming while we are
apart.

The new church year start with Advent !
On November 29. Excellent time to start your year’s
program.
Day 1: Genesis 1 & 2:1-17 – Matthew 1 – Psalm 1
(biblical.com/resources/reading-plans)

We have revamped our Mod-ified Worship
Boxes for this season. They are available
outside the church offices. New boxes include an advent devotional, worship bulletins, resources for worship at home, and
more! Family kits are the perfect companion to our Worship Boxes and include advent resources for young ones. Talk to Pastor Melissa if you’d like a kit for kids and
families.

Or you can find a program on your own. Search on
the web: “read the Bible in a year,” and you’ll have
all kinds of resources.
There’s an old prayer about reading the Scriptures:
“read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them.”

Join us this Advent as we dream alongside
prophets and angels, Mary and the Magi.
Join us as we seek and sow God’s dreams
for our world!

Christmas Word Scramble
see page 6 for answers

Instructions: Unscramble the letters to find
the Christmas words.
ehslgi

_________________

ryemr

_________________

c i s n o k t g _________________
► It is time to start thinking and

praying for discernment in regards
to which position you might serve
on your church council!

trweha

__________________

itwren

________________

d e e n e r r i __________________

► Annual meeting will be in January

2021. Planning currently underway.

lhtsig

__________________

etre

____________________

atans

___________________

elsve
5

________________

St. Louis Crisis Nursery-North, Holiday Gift Giving
The St. Louis Crisis Nursery is committed to the prevention of child abuse and neglect and provides emergency intervention, respite care and support to families in crisis through:
- short-term care for young children in a safe and nurturing environment
- proactively helping families resolve crisis
- empowering families by providing valuable resources, ongoing support and in-depth education
- grassroots community outreach and public awareness of child abuse and neglect prevention
- advocacy for the overall welfare of children and families
Living Christ has the opportunity to help the St. Louis Crisis Nursery this holiday season with:
1. Monetary gifts, send check to Church
2. Items from their Wish List
Boys toys: superhero’s, PJ Mask, trains, Paw Patrol, Peppa Pig
Girls toys: Shimmer & Shine, Diverse Barbie dolls, My Little Pony, Paw Patrol, Peppa Pig, Moana, LOL Dolls
Kid Friendly movies, Games for X-Box 360 No stuffed animals
3. Purchase items through Amazon:
Crisisnurserykids.org
Click on “Get Involved,” “Our Wish List,” “Purchase items through our Amazon Wish List Here,” select on left-“essentials
list, snack list, or winter clothes” then send to:
St. Louis Crisis Nursery-North
11037 Breezy Point Lane
St. Louis, MO. 63136
4. Gift Cards: $5 QT Gas Cards, Walmart, drop off at Church or mail to Church
There will be a bin for St. Louis Crisis Nursery at Church. Deadline December 20, 2020.
Any questions, call Kathy Endorf 314-867-2289.

Christmas Word Scramble
Answer Key (unscramble on page 5)
►

Dave & Trudy Learman
3420 Whitehurst Apt. 3009
Greensboro, NC 27410

►

Gary & Judy Hecksel
10224 E. Desert Crossings Way
Tucson , AZ 85747

►

Gary and Laurie Brown
2810 Spruce Ridge Court
St. Charles, MO 63303

Sleigh
merry
stocking
wreath
winter
reindeer
lights
tree
santa
elves
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Holiday Social Event on Zoom
Join your Living Christ friends for a “Happy
Hour” Zoom event on 12/11 starting at 5:00
pm. Sit down with your favorite beverage
and snacks to reminisce about past holidays
and engage in lively conversation. There will
be some planned activities to get the discussion started. Looking forward to seeing you
at this social event. Check your email box for
an invitation. If you have any questions,
contact Cathie Lehr or Laurie Brown

Advent Vespers - Wednesdays on Zoom
On 12/2, 12/9, and 12/16 we will gather on
Zoom for an Advent Vespers service at 7pm.
Plan to have your own candles or advent wreath
to light for this service. We will use the Worship Zoom link, found on the front page of our
website: lc-livingchrist.org.

Christmas Day Devotion
(pre-recorded)
Pastor Melissa will offer a
devotion for you to view at
your leisure on Christmas Day. The video will be
shared via email and will also be posted on our

Longest Night Service 12/21 (pre-recorded)

12/27 Worship @ Home
The Sunday after Christmas we will
be trying something new as a
worshipping community. In order to
give worship leadership a break
(pastor, tech support, worship
assistance, etc.) you are invited and
encouraged to lead your own
worship service from your home.
The simple liturgy invites you to
carve out space for reflection,
scripture, and prayer. The service is
included in the Advent Worship
Boxes and the Advent Resource
email that will be coming to your
inboxes soon.

On December 21st, we will share a pre-recorded
worship service on the winter solstice, the longest
night of the year where there are more hours of
darkness than light. This service will offer space for
prayers and laments, to mourn the losses and griefs
of the year, to let the tears flow for the hurting
places in our own lives, as well as for our country
and our world. Known also as “Blue Christmas,”
this service will offer space to share anguish, to
plead with God to remember us, to pray for justice
and restoration, even to hope against hope, through
our doubts and tears and fears, that “God will set
things right all over the earth.” The video will be
shared via email and will also be posted on our
website and Facebook page.
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Treasurer’s Report
Dave Endorf

Council Update
Based on rising COVID-19 case numbers
and the strong recommendation of Bishop
Candea, we will be suspending worship in
the sanctuary through the end of the year.
The Worship Committee continues to plan
and hope for the ability to hold an outdoor
service on Christmas Eve at 6pm. A final call
about Christmas Eve will be made closer to
the date, weather permitting and in consultation with county guidelines. Should you have
questions or concerns, please reach out to a
member of council or Pastor Melissa.

2021 Offering Envelopes
2021 Offering Envelopes will be available
for pickup from Living Christ on
December 6th. They will be located on a
table in the Great Room.

Category

Oct
Actual

YTD
Jan-Oct
Actual

INCOME

$13,669

$143,749

EXPENSES
CIS
Education
Member Care
Missions
Office
Outreach
Pastor Fund
Property
Stewardship
Support
Wages
Worship
Youth

$13,772
$0
$0
$0
$1,400
$323
$0
$0
$3,518
$0
$1,906
$6,488
$137
$0

$146,157
$900
$810
$32
$14,600
$2,720
$361
$370
$37,182
$196
$18,349
$69,552
$1,086
$0

Total YTD Income
Total YTD Expenses
Total YTD Difference

In addition, I will be handing out offering
envelope books from 1:00-3:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, December 16. Drive to the
outside entrance to the Great Room and I
will meet you at your car with your book.
If neither of these is convenient for you,
call or email me and I will make other
arrangements for delivering your offering
envelope book to you.

$143,749
$146,157
-$2,408

Our income for the month of October was within
$100 of our expenses for the month. However,
through October 2020 our actual year to date
expenses are more than our actual expenses by
$2,408. Please continue to support our church
with your prayers, participation, and financial
support.

2020 General Funds paid to missions are as follows:
Central States Synod
$8,100
Other Agencies
$6,500

Jeanne Calderwood
636-946-7952
jeannegunn@sbcglobal.net

If you have any questions, please feel free to
ask me, call me, or email me. Thanks.

Dave Endorf, Treasurer
dave.endorf@gmail.com
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314-867-2289

December

Month
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12

Kaylan
Greg
Virginia
Lindsay
David
June
Maddie
Mark
Gary
Randy
Piper Michele

KAEPPEL
OTT
SCHIMMELPFENIG
HENNING
BEINS
SPILKER
DEZORT
BEINS
BROWN
SCHULTZ
HEURING

2
3
6
7
7
14
16
17
19
26
31

Day/Years

12 Ryan and April
12 Erle and Margie

Stang
Craig

22 13
28 52

Baptismal

Silvey
Eberle
Henning
Poeschel
Wallace

9

Rebecca
Roy
Lindsay
Kynleigh
Sara

12
12
12
12
12

13
20
16
31

► Winter Clothes for the Homeless A huge outpouring ... 3 car fulls have gone to God's
Helping Hand ministry in the Ville Neighborhood. There is no time limit, as the very cold
weather is still ahead. At the present time we are waiting to take any additional
clothes, when space is available. Thank You for the very useful clothing provided.
Men, Women, and Children's clothes all sizes, with Men's always the greatest need!!
► To all of the individuals, families, and extended families. ...
A Big Thank You for
your support in "Building" 30 Thanksgiving Food Baskets. We had a wide range of responses from food only, Gift Cards, to Complete Baskets. And those who
contributed were as diverse. Our own LCLC families, the Anonymous Donors who cover for
our Adopted families, and this year thru your influence, we've had 7 individual neighbors who have donated, along with help from Thrivent!!!
► Assistance for Families Fund - Thank you!
Thank you for your generosity in additional contributions to the Assistance for Families Fund.
2020 has been a challenging year for many and requests for help have been constant. Thank
you for kindness and generosity in giving!

HABITAT HAPPENINGS
Overall bringing volunteers back out on the build sites have been a little better in November. This has allowed a more consistent level of work on both LaSaison and the
GATE houses.
* LaSaison = Houses 3 and 4 are working to finish the interiors. Garages and landscapes yet to be started.
House 5 = Resumed framing of the second floor, roofing, and work to
close-in making it weather-tight.
* The GATE = Three houses on Park began to take shape, last month with more consistent level of work.
House 3 = was chosen as the KMOV "Home 4 the Holidays". Once again
Channel 4 will be following construction with on-air spots on News segments at noon
and 5 & 6 o'clock.
Houses 1 and 2 are also underway at a slower pace. Framing the first and
second floor exterior walls are complete, roofs will be on before Thanksgiving.
Questions = talk to Bob Fayman
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27

9:15a Worship@ Home
(see pg. 7)

Last Day to donate for St. Louis
Crisis Nursery (see pg. 6)

20
9:15a Worship/Pr. Melissa
ZOOM

9:00a Bible Class
ZOOM

28

Tue

9:00a Bible Class
ZOOM

7:00p Bible Class
ZOOM

15
9:00a Bible Class
ZOOM

7:00p Bible Class
ZOOM

8

7:00p Bible Class
ZOOM

1

29

21
22
Longest Night
Service
(Pre-Recorded)
(see pg. 7)

14
7:00p Council
ZOOM

13

9:15a Worship/Pr. Melissa
ZOOM

7
7:00p CVT
ZOOM

6
9:15a Worship/Pr. Melissa
ZOOM

Mon

Thu

6:00p Christmas
Eve Worship

24

17

10

3

30
31
7:00p Central States
Synod Christmas
Service ZOOM
(see pg. 7)

23

16
7:00p Advent
Vespers
ZOOM
(see pg. 7)

9
7:00p Advent
Vespers
ZOOM
(see pg. 7)

2
7:00p Advent
Vespers
ZOOM
(see pg. 7)

Wed

DECEMBER 2020

25

18

11
5:00p
Happy Hour
ZOOM
(see pg. 5)

4

Fri

26

19

12

5

Sat

Lutheran Church of the Living Christ
2725 Concord Drive
Florissant, MO 63033

