
 
Sunday, December 20th, 2020 

This week, we recognize what preceded Mary’s song of praise: news that was disorienting 
and bewildering, possibly threatening her life. Together, Mary and Elizabeth find courage 

and comfort in spite of their unusual circumstances. We, too, are called to carry, support, and 
encourage one another’s dreams. 

 
 

Prelude - The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came (ELW #265) 
1. The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 

With wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame: 
All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary, 
Most highly favored lady. Gloria 

2. For know a blessed mother thou shalt be, 
All generations laud and honor thee; 
Thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 
Most highly favored lady. Gloria 

3. Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head; 
To me be as it pleaseth God, she said. 
My soul shall laud and magnify God’s holy name. 
Most highly favored lady. Gloria 

4. Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 
In Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn, 
And Christian fold throughout the world will ever say: 
Most highly favored lady. Gloria 

 



Advent Wreath Liturgy | Lighting the Candle of Love 
A: I dream of music that makes my heart swell. 
B: I dream of trees that take my breath away. 
A: I dream of sunrises that wrap me in light. 
B: I dream of family dinners that feel like home. 
A: I dream of church services that give me hope. 
B: I dream of love as the default. 
A: So today, as we draw near to Christmas day, we light the candle of love. 
( The fourth candle is lit.) 
B: May this light burn bright as a reminder that God is here and God is love. 
A: We are not alone. Thanks be to God for a love like that. Amen. 
 
Prayer of Confession 
P: God of Good News, you say to us, “You are highly favored,” but we struggle to see 
how that could be. You say to us, “Do not be afraid,” but we are afraid all the time. 
You say to us, “Even the impossible is possible, just look at Elizabeth!” But hope slips 
through our hands like water. 
The impossible still feels impossible. So today we pray: teach us to sing like Mary; 
teach us to laugh like Elizabeth; teach us to trust. Forgive us when we can only do one 
at a time, or none at all. 
C: Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P: Holy God, before we could speak, you were speaking— creating, leaping in wombs, 
kicking, stretching, jumping for joy. You have always found a way to show up in our 
midst. Move in us again. Stir in us. Speak to us. Fill us with the Holy Spirit. Give us 
Elizabeths who will point out your presence in delight and joy. In Jesus’ name we pray, 
C: Amen. 
 
First Reading - Psalm 89:1-4; 19-26 
 
1 Your love, O Lord, forever will I sing; 
  from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness. 
 2 For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever; 
  you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens. 
 3 “I have made a covenant with my chosen one; 
  I have sworn an oath to David my servant: 
 4 ‘I will establish your line forever, 
  and preserve your throne for all generations.’ ”  
 19 You spoke once in a vision and said to your faithful people: 
 “I have set the crown upon a warrior and have exalted one chosen out of the people. 
 20 I have found David my servant; 
  with my holy oil have I anointed him. 
 21 My hand will hold him fast 
  and my arm will make him strong. 
 22 No enemy shall deceive him, 
  nor shall the wicked bring him down. 



 23 I will crush his foes before him 
  and strike down those who hate him. 
 24 My faithfulness and steadfast love are with him, 
  and he shall be victorious through my name. 
 25 I will set his hand on the sea, 
  and his right hand on the rivers. 
 26 He will say to me, ‘You are my father, 
  my God, and the rock of my salvation.’  
 
 
Gospel Reading - Luke 1:46b-55 
In this annunciation, Luke makes clear that God comes with good news for ordinary people 
from little known places. This king will not be born to royalty in a palace, but to common folk 
in a stall. Here Luke highlights the role of the Spirit, a special emphasis in this gospel. 
 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, 
favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she was much perplexed by his words and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be 
called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 
ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 
35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be 
called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For 
nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the 
Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 
Sermon 
 
Music for Reflection - People, Look East (ELW #248) 

1. People look east. The time is near of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table. 
People look east, and sing today-- Love, the Guest, is on the way. 

2. Furrows, be glas. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there. 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flow’r may flourish. 
People look east, and sing today-- Love, the Rose, is on the way. 

3. Stars, keep the watch. When night is deim, one more light the bowl shall brim, 
Shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together. 
People look east, and sing today-- Love, the Star, is on the way. 

4. Angels announce with shouts of mirth him who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming. 
People look east, and sing today-- Love, the Lord, is on the way. 



 
Prayers of Intercession 
God of power and might, shine your radiance and come quickly to this weary world. 
Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 
 
Gracious God, all generations call you blessed. In this holy season we pray for our 
neighbors of other denominations and faiths. Inspire the faith of their people. 
Cultivate understanding among us and strengthen us in love and service to our 
community. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Creator God, you scatter the proud. Everything we have belongs first to you. Bless and 
protect the seas, mountains, plains, forests, skies, and soils that surround us. Give us 
humility as we tend them. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Righteous God, you humble the powerful and lift up the lowly. We pray for the leaders 
of all nations, that they amplify the voices of people in need. Guide all people 
entrusted with leadership, to create societies in which everyone can flourish. Hear us, 
O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Compassionate God, you fill the hungry with good things and send the rich away 
empty. Nourish those who lack access to adequate food and nutrition. Bless the work 
of advocates, community organizers, and food pantries. Encourage others to provide 
for their neighbors in need. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Healing God, you pour out mercy to all who cry out to you. Surround everyone in need 
of healing in body, mind, or spirit with your tender presence (especially). Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Eternal God, you are faithful to the promises you made to our forebears. We give 
thanks for the ministry of Katharina von Bora Luther and other ancestors who 
organized, planned, dreamed, encouraged, and reached out as they served you. We 
give thanks for the bold leadership of female leaders in our own time. Inspire others 
with their steadfast witness. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
Offering Prayer 
Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season. 
Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. 
In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. Amen . 
 
Communion 
P: The Lord be with you     C: And also with you 
P: Lift up your hearts     C: We lift them to the Lord 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God  C: It is right to give God thanks & praise.  
 



P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom 
you will also make all things new. 
 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of 
creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your 
promise to your people. Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed 
are you for Mary’s openness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word 
made flesh. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace 
and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with 
hope for his coming. 
 
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word 
take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your love. Bring the gift of peace on 
earth. 
 
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of 
the Most High, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us: 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
P: Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here. Come to the table, where God’s dream of 
love takes flesh in us. The body of Christ given for you.  
C: Amen 
 
Prayer after Communion 
P: Gracious and abundant God, you have done great things for us, and we rejoice. In 
this bread and cup you give us life forever. In your boundless mercy, strengthen us 
and open our hearts to the world’s needs, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C: Amen. 



 
Announcements 
 
Blessing 
P: The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill you 
with love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
P: Go in peace; dream; love - for we are not alone. Christ, who dwells within and 
among us is coming soon! 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude - O Come, O Come Emmanuel (ELW #257) 

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

2. O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and night: 
In strength and beauty come and stay; teach us your will and guide our way. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

3. O come, O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on Sinai’s height 
In ancient times you gave the law in cloud, and majesty, and awe. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

4. O come, O Branch of Jesse, gree your own from Satan’s tyranny;  
From depth of hell your people save, and give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 


