
Fall Worship 2020 
Readings and prayers for the weeks of 10/11, 10/18, 11/08, and 11/15 are included after the 
service order. Different bulletins will be used for Reformation (10/25) and All Saints (11/01).   
 
PRELUDE 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 
C: Amen. 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. Then, the pastor speaks on behalf of the congregation. 
P: Faithful God, have mercy on us.  
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. 
We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves. 
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
C: Amen. 
 
P: God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 
and through his death and resurrection, Christ has made us his own. 
Hear the truth that God proclaims: 

Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. 
C: Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
FIRST READING 
 
GOSPEL READING 
 
SERMON 
 
MUSIC 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
…Lord in your mercy,  
C: Hear our prayer.  



OFFERING PRAYER 
P: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good 
creation. Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and 
send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
COMMUNION 
P: The Lord be with you    C: And also with you 
P: Lift up your hearts     C: We lift them to the Lord 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God  C: It is right to give God thanks and praise 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ: our Good 
Shepherd, who tends the wounds of body and spirit, who raises us to life. 
 
P: God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this far along the way. 
In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, but guided us into the path of love and light. In 
every age you sent prophets to make known your loving will for all humanity. The cry of the 
poor has become your own cry; our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire. In the 
fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to break 
bread with the outcast and despised, and to free those in bondage to prejudice and sin. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts of all who share this abundant feast with 
courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. Come, Spirit of freedom! Join 
our prayers and praise with prophets of witnesses of every age, that, rejoicing in the hope of 
the resurrection, we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son.  
C: Amen.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us: 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 



 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Though our gathering looks different in these days, as we join together we remember that 
there is a place for everyone at God’s table. In God’s great wisdom and mystery, Christ is 
present in the elements we bring with us and in this space set aside for worship. As a 
community gathered physically and virtually, the body of Christ is given for you. 
 
Time is given for the sharing of elements.  
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P: We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond 
compare, the body and blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into 
your beloved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the 
example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 

P: Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 
C: Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
L: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
  



Prayer and Readings for 10/11/20 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your life with 
abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure, 
and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:1-9 
After a hymn of praise, the prophet portrays a wonderful victory banquet at which death—
which in ancient Canaan was depicted as a monster swallowing up everyone—will be swallowed 
up forever. This is a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe away death forever. 
 1O Lord, you are my God; 
  I will exalt you, I will praise your name; 
 for you have done wonderful things, 
  plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 
 2For you have made the city a heap, 
  the fortified city a ruin; 
 the palace of aliens is a city no more, 
  it will never be rebuilt. 
 3Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; 
  cities of ruthless nations will fear you. 
 4For you have been a refuge to the poor, 
  a refuge to the needy in their distress, 
  a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. 
 When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, 
  5the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place, 
 you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; 
  the song of the ruthless was stilled. 
 
 6On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples 
  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 
  of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 
 7And he will destroy on this mountain 
  the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
  the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
  8he will swallow up death forever. 
 Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
  and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
  for the Lord has spoken. 
 9It will be said on that day, 
  Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 
  This is the Lord for whom we have waited; 
  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 



 
GOSPEL READING: Matthew 22:1-14 
Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God’s kingdom are available to all, but the 
invitation is not to be taken lightly. 
1Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2“The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3He sent his slaves to call those 
who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. 4Again he sent other 
slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and 
my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding 
banquet.’ 5But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his 
business, 6while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 7The king was 
enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 8Then he said to 
his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9Go therefore into the 
main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ 10Those slaves went out 
into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was 
filled with guests. 
  11“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing 
a wedding robe, 12and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding 
robe?’ And he was speechless. 13Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, 
and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.’ 14For many are called, but few are chosen.” 
 

 
Prayer and Readings for 10/18/20 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image; 
created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement and 
reassurances to new Christians living in an antagonistic environment. Their commitment of 
faith, love, and hope makes them a model for other new Christian communities. 
1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 
  To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 
  Grace to you and peace. 
 
  2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, 
constantly 3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and 
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by 
God, that he has chosen you, 5because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, 
but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of 
persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 6And you became imitators of us and of the 



Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7so 
that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For the word of 
the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your 
faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. 9For the people of 
those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned 
to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom 
he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 
 
GOSPEL READING: Matthew 22:15-22 
After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions. First 
they ask if God’s people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar. 
15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16So they sent their 
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and 
teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not 
regard people with partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the 
emperor, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, 
you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20Then 
he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” 21They answered, “The emperor’s.” 
Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to 
God the things that are God’s.” 22When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him 
and went away. 
 

 
Prayer and Readings for 11/08/20 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us 
the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Amos 5:18-24 
In the days of Amos, people thought that the day of the LORD would be a time of great victory, 
but Amos announced that it would be a day of darkness, not light. He said liturgy is no 
substitute for obedience. The LORD demands justice and righteousness in the community. 
 18Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord! 
  Why do you want the day of the Lord? 
 It is darkness, not light; 
  19as if someone fled from a lion, 
  and was met by a bear; 
 or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 
  and was bitten by a snake. 
 20Is not the day of the Lord darkness, not light, 
  and gloom with no brightness in it? 
 



 21I hate, I despise your festivals, 
  and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
 22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
  I will not accept them; 
 and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 
  I will not look upon. 
 23Take away from me the noise of your songs; 
  I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 
 24But let justice roll down like waters, 
  and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 
 
GOSPEL READING: Matthew 25:1-13 
Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need for readiness at all 
times. 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids 
took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were 
wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks 
of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and 
slept. 6But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet 
him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, 
‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not 
be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for 
yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready 
went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids 
came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know 
you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 
 

 
Prayer and Readings for 11/15/20 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you give us all 
that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the 
day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
Though we do not know and cannot calculate the day of Christ’s return, we live faithfully in the 
here and now as we anticipate the day when we will be given eternal salvation through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have 
anything written to you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come 
like a thief in the night. 3When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction 
will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no 
escape! 4But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5for you 



are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 6So then 
let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 7for those who sleep 
sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let 
us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of 
salvation. 9For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with 
him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 
 
GOSPEL READING: Matthew 25:14-30 
Jesus tells a parable about his second coming, indicating that it is not sufficient merely to 
maintain things as they are. Those who await his return should make good use of the gifts that 
God has provided them. 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and 
entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, 
to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16The one who had received the five talents 
went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17In the same way, the one 
who had the two talents made two more talents. 18But the one who had received the one 
talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19After a long time the 
master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20Then the one who had received 
the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to 
me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well done, good 
and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of 
many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And the one with the two talents also came 
forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more 
talents.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been 
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 
master.’ 24Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I 
knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did 
not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have 
what is yours.’ 26But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I 
reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have 
invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my 
own with interest. 28So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten 
talents. 29For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but 
from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30As for this worthless 
slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ” 
 


