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Message from Pastor Melissa Woeppel

Friends in Christ,
As was communicated a few weeks ago, Living Christ will begin offering Sunday morning worship in the
sanctuary beginning October 11th. Since that announcement, more detailed guidelines have been created to
inform our processes for worship and to set shared expectations. Those can be found on page 3&4. I invite you
to read them through in full.
These guidelines were developed based on recommendations from the CDC, St Louis County Department of
Public Health, the ELCA, and the Central States Synod. Though worship may be experienced in the sanctuary,
this is not a return to “normal.”
Please note that everyone must complete a waiver before attending any in person gathering. This only needs to
be done once. A link is included in the guidelines, but can also be found on our website www.lc-livingchrist.org.
To attend worship in person, you must also reserve your spot each week, as attendance will be limited to 25 people. This link can also be found on the website and will be emailed out each week with prayer requests and announcements.
In the days and months ahead, we will continue to see a variety of needs and conflicting values regarding what it
means to be a gathered community. As human beings, we have a deep need for socialization and physical touch.
At the same time, amid a global pandemic we have heightened needs for health and safety precautions. Our
gatherings will attempt to reckon with these realities while looking for the ways in which the Spirit still makes
us one body.
Managing our shared risk is both our most important task and challenge. At this time, we cannot ensure safety,
but we can do things to minimize and limit communal risk. In the guidelines, you will see many things that limit
and mitigate risk: wearing masks, keeping at least six feet of distance, avoiding time spent in large groups
adjusted communion practices, etc.
As we go, we will continue to evaluate this plan, based on new scientific evidence and recommendations from
the authorities listed above. Adjustments may be made as we respond to county protocols and the needs of the
congregation.
As I write this, I recognize the challenge and the loss wrapped up in our shared experience these last months.
Like many of you, I am weary of constant Zoom communication. I miss being able to see your faces. I miss our
times of fellowship. These days have been hard and exhausting.
Yet even in these challenges and the ones to come, I am convinced that the Holy Spirit is still at work among us,
helping us to grow in faith and to reimagine our relationships with one another and the world. In these days, I
cling to Paul’s teachings in the close of Galatians: “Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill
the law of Christ...so let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not
give up. So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all.” (6:2, 9-10).
May the love of Jesus continue to guide us as we are freed to love our neighbors as we love ourselves. If you
have any questions or would like to talk further about any of this, please don’t hesitate to reach out.
Peace,
Pastor Melissa
pastormelissawoeppel@gmail.com
402-613-8068
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Guidelines for Worship and Activities in the Building
In accordance with recommendations from the CDC, Missouri State Department of Health, St. Louis County
Department of Health, the ELCA and Central States Synod, the following guidelines will be in effect for all
gatherings in the building of Lutheran Church of the Living Christ. Guidelines specific to worship are also
included.
Links to waivers, worship reservations, and bulletins can be found on the front page of our website:
www.lc-livingchrist.org
For any use of indoor space:
•

Before entering the church building, each person must complete a waiver, either in person or online. If
you are able, please fill this out before arriving. If completing in person on a Sunday, printed forms
will be filled out by a worship assistant who will ask the questions and record the responses.
* The waiver will release Lutheran Church of the Living Christ from any liability associated
with COVID-19, ask for your cooperation to stay home if you are sick or have been in
contact with anyone diagnosed with COVID-19, and ask for contact information.
* Link to the waiver: https://forms.gle/GT5umWhEnQg4a98w6

•

Masks must cover your nose and mouth and must be worn at all times. Physical distancing will be
enforced.
* If you don’t have a mask, one will be provided.
* If you choose not to wear a mask, you will be asked to leave the premises and join
worship via Zoom.

•

Cleaning wipes and hand sanitizer will be available throughout the building for use. Feel free to bring
your own hand sanitizer as well. All high touch surfaces (door handles, tables, chairs, light switches,
etc.) must be wiped down before leaving the building.

•

One person or family unit may be in the restroom at a given time. Mark the restroom as occupied be
fore entering. Before leaving, use wipes to wipe down all surfaces touched. Slide the sign back to va
cant on your way out.

•

Drinking fountains will not be available for use.

Guidelines for Worship
•

Per St. Louis County capacity limitations, worship attendance in the sanctuary will be limited to 25
individuals (not including worship leadership). You must register for worship in advance by filling out
an online reservation. The link to the registration will be emailed with prayer requests and
announcements each week. You can also find the link on the front page of our website. If you have
trouble with this, please contact the church office.

•

As you enter the building there will be a check in process. In order to oversee traffic and crowd
control, you must enter through the wooden double doors facing Concord Drive. Worship assistants
will check you in, take your temperature, ensure everyone has a mask, share reminders about the
service, and be available to answer any questions. Signs will be posted on other doors as reminders of
this step.
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•

If your temperature indicates a fever, you will be asked to go home and join worship via Zoom.

•

Bulletins will be provided electronically beforehand, through email and on the website. You can bring a
tablet with you to view the bulletin or print one off at your home. If those aren’t options for you, we
will also project the service on a screen in the front of the sanctuary. If you still need assistance
accessing a bulletin, please contact the church office.

•

Pews will be marked off with space for family units to sit together. Hymnals and other items will be
removed from the pew backs.

•

Worship assistants will direct you to your seats one family group at a time, in designated pews
beginning at the front of the sanctuary. Likewise, you will be dismissed, one family group at a time,
beginning at the back of the sanctuary. There will be no congregating in the building before or after
worship.

•

Worshippers will remain in their seats at all times during the service, unless there is an emergency.

•

We will not be singing as a congregation, but will be able to enjoy uplifting music as part of our
worship service.

•

Communion will be shared using touch-free practices. If you choose to participate in communion,
please bring your own elements with you. Should you forget, there will be a few pre-packaged wafers
available at each service. No other outside food or drink is allowed. Masks may be briefly removed to
take communion.

•

Offering can be placed in an offering plate as you enter or leave the sanctuary. You may also give
online or mail your offerings.

•

The pastor will lead each worship service with the assistance of one tech person and one to two
musicians. For the time being we will forego scheduling lectors, assisting ministers, altar guild, and
communion assistants.

•

We will not pass the peace by shaking hands or moving about. There will be no greeting lines prior to
or following worship services. Please contact Pastor Melissa by phone or email to convey pastoral care
needs.

•

Email: pastormelissawoeppel@gmail.com

•

Cell: 402-613-8068

•

Doors and windows will be propped open to increase airflow within the sanctuary. Our HVAC system
will be utilized to keep our members comfortable and maximize ventilation.
•

The coat room will be closed. Please keep any personal items with you for the duration of the service.

•

The cry room will be closed and busy bags will not be available for use.

•

After each service all pews, door handles, light switches, and high touch surfaces will be cleaned and
wiped down by worship assistants.
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Plans for a Halloween give away
event are underway with
Wedgwood Association. Details
are still in the works and final
plans will need to be approved by the St.
Louis County Public Health Department.
Tentatively mark your calendars for something on Oct. 31 from 2-4pm in the parking
lot.

Reminder for kids and families:
Sunday school is happening virtually
through the fall. Pre-recorded videos
will be shared on our Facebook page
each week.

STEWARDSHIP- Thank you for

joining us this fall as we have explored
Our Money Story. Remember to have
your pledge cards turned in by October
4th. Pledge cards can be turned in with
your regular giving, placed in the
offering box, or left in the Stewardship
mail slot in the coat room outside the
sanctuary.

Blessing of the
Animals
Join us for a
brief outdoor liturgy
and blessing of creatures great and
small on October 11th at 3pm. We
will gather outside the double
doors that face Concord Dr. Pets of
all kinds are welcome!

Worship Assistant Training: as
we prepare for worship in the
sanctuary, there will be some
changes made to worship leadership. During this time, we
are looking for individuals to
serve as worship assistants, a
new position that will include
elements of usher, greeter,
and crowd management responsibilities. If this is something
you are interested in, let
Pastor Melissa know ASAP. She
will then be in touch with
more specific information. Additionally, mark your calendars for a mandatory training
on Saturday October 10th at
10am.

Next anti-racism book study:
On October 28th we will gather on
Zoom at 7pm to discuss
Dear Church by Lenny Duncan.
The meeting ID is 859 5634 9969.
Contact Pastor Melissa
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NURSE NOTE

GET A FLU SHOT!!

OCTOBER 2020

As parish nurse, I feel an obligation to put in my $0.02 about the problems of dealing with the coronavirus
epidemic. I have a feeling that this is going to be a long battle.
I see two competing realities.
The first is the political reality. In this democracy, the political reality is getting elected or reelected. As a
professor at the University of Detroit said during the Kennedy campaign for president: “The primary goal of
those in power is staying in power.” A candidate for office will appeal either to hope or fear, and there may
be elements of both in the same sentence. “What are you hoping for; what are you afraid of?” Political
speech is crafted primary to appeal to our gut feelings. Facts may be secondary, or created to bolster political
speech. This can be really effective but also sadly deceptive and inaccurate.*

The second is factual reality. What’s the data? We hope that the opinions of experts who have studied the
data can provide us with some grasp of what is actually happening. Sometimes the data is incomplete or
skewed. Sometimes the conclusions are faulty. But by and large, it’s the best we can do. And that helps us
plan and take appropriate action to solve a problem.
Example: to mask or not to mask, that is the question.
There are those who assert their “right” not to wear a mask. “You can’t make me wear a mask or stay six
feet away (or wear a seat belt or drive defensively); it’s my ‘constitutional right’”. I have to wonder if my
right to say and do whatever I wish allows me to risk the inalienable right of others to “life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness.” That right has been denied to more than 200,000 of my fellow citizens. I believe that
my “rights” don’t allow me to infringe on the rights of others.
The evidence is that the simple wearing of a mask and maintaining social distancing is an effective way to
decrease the spread of coronavirus. It helps protect me and others if I am asymptomatic. Other countries
that have required masks, social distancing, and stay at home have seen decrease in the rate of infection. It’s
going to take time to approve an effective and safe vaccine.
GET A FLU SHOT!
So what do I do? I stay at home and am assistant houseperson (the work is never done). Go to the church
and play veggie garden. Do worship and meetings on Zoom. Socialize on the phone, email, and facebook.
Say a distant “hi” to neighbors. If I have to go to the store (1 x week), I wear a mask and disposable gloves.
Am I “afraid”? No, just cautious. If I were afraid, I would be living somewhere in the woods and eating
berries and bugs. As a nurse (retired), I have a concern for the health and wellbeing of my family, friends,
neighbors, and strangers.
Stay home. Observe precautions. Be safe. Eat rutabaga, turnips, and chicken livers.
•

Can’t blame them for wanting to keep what they got. We feel the same. Matthew 19:21-22

Submitted by Bill Kaeppel
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SUMMER WORSHIP
As our summer worship comes to an end, I
would like to share my experience with those
of you who did not participate. Thanks to
Pastor Melissa for her adaptability and
creativity during this time of unparalleled
challenges. Thanks to Elizabeth Carr for her
technical expertise and tenacity. Thanks to
Angela Bennett for stepping in to fill a need.
Thanks to the Worship Committee for finding
a way to make it happen. Outside worship
has been an experience that I won’t soon
forget. We were blessed with spectacular
weather and comfortable breezes. Sitting in
the parking lot and participating in worship
with the sight and sound of trees gently blowing was truly an uplifting experience and set
the tone for the rest of the day for me. Some
of us remained in our cars, others brought
lawn chairs and found a place under a tree, at
a safe social distance of course. We all wore
our masks and brought our own communion.
I logged on to ZOOM as well so I could see
faces of members that were also logged on.
While I miss singing familiar hymns and
being in close proximity to pew mates, this
time of COVID has forced us to search for
other ways of fellowship and human contact.
I have heard only positive comments from
others who have attended. The whole
experience was well received and organized,
and set up/clean up was a smooth operation.
My hope and suggestion is that we consider
incorporating outdoor worship on regular
intervals, as weather permits of course.
Thanks be to God for the joy of the
experience and the opportunity to be open to
a different way of worship.

Dear Gloria & LCLC Members
We want to thank you so much for the generous
donation of notebooks for our sixth grade students
at Wedgewood. We appreciate your care that our
students are ready!
God bless you all
Wedgewood Sixth Grade Center

HABITAT HAPPENINGS
Only the Construction Staff of 4 are allowed
to work on the La Saison houses. This is
from the insurance company's direction
because of the COVID infection rate.
Hopefully, the next review, early October,
will allow Volunteers to return to the Build
Sites.

PIANO FOR SALE

Baldwin Acrosonic
Walnut case
Make Offer
David Learman 636-493-9211

Marilyn Wiley

E-mail: dlearman32@yahoo.com
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Treasurer’s Report
Dave Endorf
Category

Aug
Actual

YTD
Jan-Aug
Actual

INCOME

$13,399

$119,077

EXPENSES
CIS
Education
Member Care
Missions
Office
Outreach
Pastor Fund
Property
Stewardship
Support
Wages
Worship
Youth

$15,442

$117,376

$0

$600
$810

$300
$0

$32

$1,000

$12,000

$169

$2,252

$30

$331

$0

$370

$5,943

$29,102

$0

$196

$1,556

$15,113

$6,393

$55,622

$50

$949

$0

$0

Total YTD Income
$119,077
Total YTD Expenses $117,376
Total YTD Difference $ 1,701
Our income for the month of August was $2,043
less than our expenses for the month. However,
through August 2020 our year to date income is
still greater than our expenses by $1,701. Please
continue to support our church with your prayers,
participation, and financial support.
2020 General Funds paid to missions are as follows:
Central States Synod $6,500
Other Agencies
$5,500

GET A FLU SHOT
That’s especially important in
the pandemic year.
The VNA
(Visiting Nurse Association)
Will have a clinic at LCLC on
Saturday October 24
9:00am-11:00am.

If you have any questions, please feel free to ask
me, call me, or email me. Thanks.
Dave Endorf, Treasurer

Many insurance plans

will cover the
cost contact Marilyn Wiley or
Cathie Lehr for specific information.

dave.endorf@gmail.com
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314-867-2289

October

Month

10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10

David
Angela
Ryan
Charlie
Judy
Kathleen
Mark
Toby
Jack Louis
Philip

SEBASTIAN
BENNETT
HECKSEL
RIEDISSER
HOLMES
ARTHUR
KONIK
BARNES
BESSERMAN
EBERLE

Day/Years

10 Irene and Ryan
Desmond
10 Walter and Karen Haynes

1
2
6
6
14
15
17
22
31
31

Mask Prayer (to guide us as we wear masks as a
sign of love for neighbor)
We bless you and we praise you, Lord Christ,
for commanding us to love one another. Let this
mask be a sign of your love, and let my behavior
be filled with love for my neighbor. Amen.
For you were called to freedom, brothers and
sisters; only do not use your freedom as an
opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love
become slaves to one another. For the whole law
is summed up in a single commandment, “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
- Galatians 5:13-14
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Baptismal
Besserman
Broderick
Brown
Chappell
Clifford
Clifford, Jr
Dasho
Day
Hecksel
Inlow
Keeven
Keeven
Smart
Wallace

10
24

4
28

Date
Jennifer
Gloria
Laurie
Denise
Abigail
Bryan
Donna
Eric
Ryan
Marjory
William Marcus
Eliza Caroline
Jonathan
Cora

10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10

6

5
3
3
2
13
13
7
11
10
3

CORONAVIRUS INFORMATION ONLINE
From Sarah Crosley, Dep’t of Public Health, St Louis County
These are websites in which you can get basic as well as updated information about coronavirus status:
All https:// -stlcorona.com – basic website related to St Louis County stlcorona.com/covid-19-testing –
testing sites in the metro area and scheduler for you to make an appointment stlcorona.com/resources/covid
-19-statistics1/ - updates on current data www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectantsuse-against-sars-cov-2-covid-19 – the right stuff
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html - the CDC’s main page on covid19 with resources
www.cdc.gov/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/going-out.html- info on daily activities and relative risks
from the presentation by Ms Crosley on September 20

LCLC supports the Bridge
“community, coffee, fair trade”
The Bridge is located at 3257-1 Domain St in New Town, about 1 ½ miles north of I-370.
The Bridge is a faith-based non-profit community founded by partners in the ELCA and the
Reformed Church in America in 2008.“We exist to bridge ethnic, racial, religious and
socio-economic cultures. We are concerned advocates, desiring to bring peace, justice, and
dignity to the world.”

Worship is 9:30am Sundays, currently led by Pastor Mary Drew. Story Time with craft is
Friday at 10am online. Fair trade: items from all over the world, supporting artisans,
craftsmen, and farmers. Helps to provide clean water, supplies and schools for children, job
training, and fight against human trafficking, hunger, and poverty.
Coffee house: Wed – Sat 7am-5pm. Take out, pickup curbside, delivery. Coffee, baked
goods, sandwiches.
Menu online: thebridge-online.org/menu

God's Helping Hand is collecting and
distributing winter items ( gloves, caps/hats,
scarves, blankets ) anything to stay warm.
A Real Need for Men ... Pants, Sweat Pants
& Shirts, always Socks.
Please bring to church ASAP before real cold
weather sets in. Bob Fayman will deliver all
items. If you need help getting to church, call
the office or Bob (314) 707- 7550.
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5
7:00p CVT
ZOOM

Mon

9:15a Worship/Pr Melissa
In-Person & ZOOM

11:00a Bible Class w/Phil (LL)

25

11:00a Bible Class w/Phil (LL)

18
9:15a Worship/Pr. Melissa
In-person & ZOOM

26

19

11
12
9:15a Worship/Pr. Melissa
7:00p Council
In-Person & ZOOM
Meeting -ZOOM
11:00a Bible Class w/Phil (LL)
3:00p Blessing of the Animals

11:00a Bible Class w/Phil(LL)

4
9:15a Worship/
Outdoor & ZOOM

Sun

9:00a Bible Class
ZOOM

7:00p Bible Class
ZOOM

27
9:00a Bible Class
ZOOM

7:00p Bible Class
ZOOM

20
9:00a Bible Class
ZOOM

7:00p Bible Class
ZOOM

13
9:00a Bible Class
ZOOM

7:00p Bible Class
ZOOM

6

Tue

28
7:00p Book Study
(see pg. 5)

21

14

7:00p Worship
Committee
Meeting

7

Wed

OCTOBER 2020

29

22

15

8

1

Thu

30

23

16

9

2

Fri

31
2:00p-4:00p
Potential
Halloween
event/
Wedgewood
(see pg. 5)

24
9:00a
Visiting
Nurse
Association
(see pg. 8)

17

10
10:00a
Worship Asst
Training
(see pg.5)
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