Lutheran Church of the Living Christ
2725 Concord Drive
Florissant, MO 63033
Church Office Phone (314) 839-0466
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Communicator
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Church Staff:
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Choir Director ~ David Eggers
Bell Choir Director ~ Deanna Gunn
Organist ~ David Eggers
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~ Greg Ott
Custodian ~ Bob Fayman
Worship Schedule: Sundays~9:15 AM
Via Zoom

Message from Pastor Melissa Woeppel

In a few weeks, we will begin a worship series on stewardship using the theme “Our Money Story.” We all
have a money story, whether we recognize it or not. Perhaps we are living from a story of fear or shame. Or a
story that the church is dying and no longer relevant. Or a story that our actions won’t have an impact. Or a
story that we don’t have enough.
While we have come to accept some limited narratives about ourselves and what God is capable of, our scriptures tell a different story. Again and again, God provides: manna in the desert, protection in wilderness and
exile, a small gift of food multiplied to feed a crowd of 5,000, the body of Christ given abundantly in wine
and bread.
This theme invites us to discover and tell our money stories in light of God’s money story of liberation and
justice. This series encourages us to transform our stewardship practices into more full expressions of who we
are and what we believe.
This theme is intentionally direct—it invites us to name exactly what we’re talking about and not skirt around
it. Money and possessions are one of the most common topics in scripture, and Jesus talked about money
more than faith and prayer. Our money story, therefore, is a spiritual story. Thinking about God’s money story should be liberating, inviting, and transformative.
This stewardship season, we invite you to remember, release, reimagine, and restore your money stories so
that we can write the one God is calling us to live into. Beginning September 13 and running through October
4, we will spend four weeks reflecting on stewardship in worship. The Tuesday bible study classes continue
to explore stewardship in this time as well.
In this season, may we remember God’s loving and liberating work. May we release that which binds us.
May we reimagine this world to see what God sees. May we be restored to love of God and neighbor.
Peace,
Pastor Melissa
pastormelissawoeppel@gmail.com
402-613-8068
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September Diaper Drive
Lutheran Church of the Living Christ will host a Diaper Drive in support of the St. Louis
Area Diaper Bank, a non- profit organization that exists to help strengthen low-income
families in the St. Louis region by ensuring access to an adequate supply of diapers
and by raising awareness about the causes and consequences of diaper need in our
community.
Our participation will help these families who are unable to provide an adequate
monthly supply of fresh diapers for their children. Our efforts in this diaper drive will go
a long way to ensuring that these babies get a healthier start in life.
Our Diaper Drive will take place during the month of September.
Here is how you can donate:
•

Write a check to church and note diaper drive in the memo line. The money you
donate will go to the St. Louis Area Diaper Bank.

•

Purchase diapers to donate –

*Drop diapers off at church
*Contact Laurie Brown (314) 210-0242 to pick up diapers from your home.
St. Louis Diaper Bank – additional facts:
• In just five years, the St. Louis Diaper Bank grew from the founder’s basement to a
sprawling warehouse where thousands of diapers are distributed to St. Louis area
families every week.
Diapers can’t be purchased with food stamps or using WIC.
22% of all children under five years old live in poverty and 40% of children under
five in St. Louis City live in poverty
• The Diaper Bank reports that 65 percent of the families they serve say they have to
stretch their supply by lining diapers with newspapers, "cleaning" out soiled diapers
and reusing them, and leaving children in dirty or wet diapers for extended periods.
To conserve diapers, some parents report limiting the amount of food and drink
their child receives as the diaper supply begins to dwindle.
Diapers can cost an average of $75 - $100 per month and that accounts for nearly
10% of the yearly income of a person living at the poverty line
• The Diaper Bank partners with existing organizations to serve families who are
most in need of diapers. Together they have distributed more than a million diapers. Each year a portion of the diapers distributed in the community come from
diaper drives held.
•
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Support Campus Ministry!
LuMin-STL (formerly Lutheran Campus Ministry) is finding new ways to
serve students as they return to
school this fall. We are invited to join
them with a Buy One/Give One Facemask Fundraiser. The mask is a polyester/spandex blend in black with a
lime green outline of the LuMin-STL
Campus House and the message "Love
Your Neighbor". For $18 you'll get a
mask for yourself and a mask for a
student. To order, visit
www.lcmstl.org/support-lcm. Click
the PayPal link, enter $18.00 and click
payment method. Enter "MASK" in
special instructions. Your mask will be
sent to your billing address.

COVID Update provided by the
Health Department
Sarah Crosley from the St. Louis Health
Department will be providing a COVID-19
update to all those who would like more
information. She will be presenting in the
church parking lot using the FM
transmitter. All you need to do to participate is
come in your car and tune in. This presentation
will be on September 20th from
2:00 p.m - 3:00 p.m and is sponsored by Living
Christ and the Wedgewood Association.

GET A FLU SHOT
That’s especially important in
the pandemic year.
We’re talking with the VNA
(Visiting Nurse Association)
about a clinic at LCLC on a
Saturday in October.
Would offer to members and
the Wedgwood community.
More to come…
Bill Kaeppel

June Spilker
2800 West Clay Valley Dr. Apt 231
St. Charles, MO 63301
636-410-8106

4

September

Month
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9

Thomas Richard
Sheila
Ethan
Virginia
Bryan
Laurie
Doris
Catherine
Stella
Cora
Glen
Kristina
Lindell
Rebecca
Corbin
Bob
Marilyn
Gloria
Charlie
Donna
Brock
Abigail
Trevor
Roy

Day
HOSTO
CHRISTIANSEN
RIEDISSER
RIEDISSER
MILES
BROWN
STOEHNER
EBERLE
ENGE
WALLACE
ALBERS
FLEGEL
CARR
SILVEY
DAY
FAYMAN
PERRY
BRODERICK
DASHO
DASHO
BEINS
CLIFFORD
STANG
EBERLE

Month
3
4
4
9
10
11
11
12
13
14
15
15
16
16
16
16
16
17
19
20
20
22
23
24

9
9

Day/Years
Bryan and Donna
Jenna and Matt

Clifford
Besserman

Baptismal
Christiansen
Eberle
Enge
Fayman
Finnessey
Calderwood
Wolf

Mask Prayer (to guide us as we wear masks as a
sign of love for neighbor)
We bless you and we praise you, Lord Christ,
for commanding us to love one another. Let this
mask be a sign of your love, and let my behavior
be filled with love for my neighbor. Amen.
For you were called to freedom, brothers and
sisters; only do not use your freedom as an
opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love
become slaves to one another. For the whole law
is summed up in a single commandment, “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
- Galatians 5:13-14

Date
Jason
Catherine
Stella
Bob
Linda
Jeanne
Joyce

September 21
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6 17
19 11

9
9
9
9
9
9
9

1
24

19
24

NURSES NOTE

SEPTEMBER 2020

We may be in this pandemic mess for an extended period of time. And the risks from contracting Covid19 are not just
for the elderly and frail; there is evidence that folks who have had the virus may have lasting problems. Stay home,
stay safe, use a mask (some at church), observe social distancing. If you have dry cough, fever, loss of taste or smell,
call your doctor and get tested and isolate until you get results.
But...sitting in the house and watching TV 16 hours a day eating potato chips and hot dogs just leads to physical and
mental deterioration. (I like hot dogs* & potato chips** but the doctor said NO). So…

EXERCISE THAT BOD (it’s the only one you’ve got) (there are no body transplants)
Turn off that TV. Get up and get going…
Some simple stuff:
March in place (get those knees high) x 20, more if you can.
March in place, straight leg (like they do in Europe; works muscles in a different way) x 20
Walk around in the house, count steps 500+. Walking is the best basic exercise. (Jesus walked everywhere. Except
the one day he rode a donkey)
Sit and stand slowly. Repeat 5 times. Keep your feet under your center of gravity.
Isometric exercise: lock your hands together and pull; count 10. Push; count 10. Isometrics involves tensing muscles
and holding that position for an extended time (Charles Atlas).
Other resources:
Have children. That will keep you active. Visit granchildren. If you had half the energy of little people, you could do
twice as much.
Use your search engine (computer, tablet, cell phone) to look for:
Search: “exercise videos,” “exercise videos for seniors,” “isometric exercise videos,” “exercise DVD.”
Example: “Older and Much Wiser Workout for Active Older Adults” $13.99 at Walmart (I haven’t seen and so can’t
endorse).
I am preparing a printout of the exercises of our arthritis exercise class; copies to be available at church.

EXERCISE THAT BRAIN (you get only one, no transplants)(despite frankenstein)
A mind is a terrible thing to waste; I’m thinkng most of us are more afraid of losing our mental faculties than of dealing with physical problems.
Every day: talk to family, friend, neighbor, member of LCLC. LOVE & BE LOVED.
Brains need exercise too. Too much of TV is like fast food; fills you up but little nourishment.
Write your family history. Even if you don’t have kids. Someday you might. Read to some kids.
Well, there is good stuff on TV – like nature programs on Channel 9.
Also on YouTube: music programs, instructional and informative programs, “how to” videos. Something that expands
your horizons and stretches your mental muscles.
Maybe you could read a book (an ancient skill rapidly going out of style; folks now wait for the movie).
I’d suggest: The Holy Scriptures. Great mind & spirit food. Read through in a year. And don’t listen to the theologians to tell you what it means. It was written for YOU. Let your mind (and faith) expand!
Or maybe:
The Complete Works of Shakespeare. 1001 Ingenious Gardening Ideas. The Cook’s Encyclopedia of Chocolate. The
Reader’s Digest. Missouri Conservationist magazine.
Besides all this, you can download books from the library (www.slcl.org).
As a last resort: there are lots of books of all kinds at the Lutheran Church of the Living Christ. Cheap. Or you can
borrow from the church library.
MOST IMPORTANT: KEEP A SENSE OF HUMOR. LAUGH EVERY DAY. Don’t want you to get depressed.
Can’t have that. it’s not good for you, both physically and mentally. Eat chocolate.
*maybe Hebrew National hot dogs, kosher beef (no pork) ** home-made baked
BE SAFE. BE STRONG. BE SMART.
Submitted by Bill Kaeppel
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Do you know we support financially
Lutheran Association for Special Education?

Thank you for Fleece Blankets
from Mid-America Family Support Team

This is a vital service for many children with
special needs. It is even more important to
support this group of educators during these
days of uncertainty as to how we will educate
all our children.

I’m writing on behalf of our Family Support Team
to express appreciation for all the fleece donor
blankets made for families. Each time I come into
the office to gather supplies, I can’t help but smile
to see the colorful collection of warm handiwork.
I have been personally touched, as have my teammates, with the grateful and often emotional response from family members when receiving the
blankets. Sometimes, it has genuinely taken me by
surprise. Just last week, I was meeting with 3 adult
children who were honoring their mother’s wish to
be a donor. It was an exhausting and challenging
two days for them, which included out of town
travel. I could sense their deep weariness and sadness as we completed paperwork and I answered
their questions. There was little conversation beyond the task at hand, until I presented them with
the fleece blanket. At that time, they all three became animated with tears and emotion. When I
asked, I learned their mother was a quilter, and began to tell stories. They were so grateful for this
blanket made by others and it’s special meaning. I
will long remember this moment.

Did you know that one out of ten children
having learning disabilities. LASE partners
with 16 Lutheran Schools and has awarded
for example $105,324 in scholarships and
grants in the year 2018-2019.
This association has been around since 1956
and has been an instrument for bringing the
Love of Jesus to these students with
special needs.
God bless their efforts!!

HABITAT HAPPENINGS
* Construction on seven houses is being
handled by Staff only.
* All Volunteer Crews have been suspended
once again. September 9th will be the next
review of bringing these Volunteers back.
* The ReStores are still open.
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Treasurer’s Report
Dave Endorf

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

During August, our Worship continued being
held as a drive-in service on the lower parking
lot. It seems to be going fairly well. It would
seem that quite a few congregants (over 50%
of survey respondents) would like to get back
to in-person worship, so we have been
discussing this at length in our Council
Meetings. However, there is quite a divided
response among current Council members on
how to proceed. It is a difficult time right now.

Actual Income & Expenses for July, and YTD for
January - July 2020

Our first priority is the safety of all our family
and friends at Living Christ. We pray that you
all are staying well and safe. As I write this, St.
Louis County is continuing to discuss ongoing
pandemic considerations as students return to
the classroom and we will see what that
means for us.
Please continue to pray for me, for all our
church leaders and for the whole church in
America.
God’s blessings to you and yours in the coming month!

Service of Memorial and Lament
The death toll of COVID-19 continues to grow,
surpassing 170,000 people. Those deaths are not
just statistics, but children of God. Current projections put the death toll close to 200,000 by the end
of September. As we continue to struggle with the
impact the pandemic is having on our lives and
congregations, the synod is asking everyone to
pause and offer prayers of lament and memorial
for those lives lost. Leaders from across the synod
are collaborating to bring a Service of Lament to
the congregations of the Central States Synod
through a video worship service. A video will be
made available at www.css-elca.org/worship on
September 6th (and can be viewed thereafter).

Total YTD Income
$105,678
Total YTD Expenses $101,934
Total YTD Difference
$3,744
Our income for the month of July was $2,711 less than
our expenses for the month. However, through July
2020 our year to date income is still greater than our
expenses by $3,744. Please continue to support our
church with your prayers, participation, and financial
support.
2020 General Funds paid to missions are as follows:
Central States Synod $6,500
Other Agencies
$4,500
If you have any questions, please feel free to ask me,
call me, or email me. Thanks.
Dave Endorf, Treasurer
dave.endorf@gmail.com
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314-867-2289

God’s Work, Our Hands
Many months have passed since the outbreak of the coronavirus. We have learned how to be the
people of the church in new and different ways. We will continue to make changes as we support the
service of others with a focus on three initiatives for Gods Work, Our Hands during the month of
September.
• Diaper Drive – The diaper drive will support the St. Louis Area Diaper Bank helping low-income
families in St. Louis region. There are three ways to donate:
•

Write a check to the church and note diaper drive in the memo line.

•

Purchase diapers and drop them off at church or call Laurie Brown 314-210-0242 to pick them
up from your home.

•

Use the following link to purchase diapers from Amazon.com. They will be sent directly to the
diaper bank.

•

https://smile.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/dl/invite/8bcHvO2?ref_=wl_share

•

Tie Fleece Blankets – Laurie Brown will have fleece blankets ready to tie. All you need to do is
contact Laurie at 314-210-0242 and she will drop blankets off at your home and pick them up
when completed. Our goal is to tie 40 blankets.

•

Letters for Nursing Home Staff and Residents - One of our ministry projects suggested by the
Mutual Ministry Committee was sending greeting cards to nursing home residents.

•

Aperion Care Hidden Lake in Spanish Lake, MO has approximately 60 residents and St. Sophia
Health and Rehab Center in Florissant, Mo has approximately 108 residents will be receiving
greeting cards.

•

Additionally, our congregation members: Donna Mullen, Stella Neustadt, and Les Trampe,
currently residing in nursing care facilities will also receive a greeting card.

•

The cards will be delivered September 11. If you are interested in participating in this project
please contact Cathie Lehr @ 314-809-4477.
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Virtual Sunday School
Having heard that many of our families would prefer online options, Sunday School will happen virtually this
fall (9/13-11/22). We will explore compassion - what it means to have compassion for others, ourselves, and
the world. In partnership with other ELCA congregations, pre-recorded videos will be shared each week on
our Facebook Page and in a Facebook group specifically for Sunday School (to be set up soon). They can be
viewed at your leisure.
While the majority of the content will be provided online, there will also be activities and materials provided
for you to do together at home. Materials will be ready two weeks at a time. Electronic copies can be sent for
you to print on your own, or can be picked up at church as follows:
• On Sundays after worship (around 10am) on 9/6, 9/20, 10/4, 10/18, 11/1
• On Wednesdays at 7pm on 9/9, 9/23, 10/7, 10/21, 11/4
Please let Pastor Melissa know how you intend to get materials so the right things can be prepared. Especially let her know if you plan to come by on a Wednesday evening, because she won't be there otherwise.
From week to week, you will gather as a family to watch and participate in the Sunday school videos. If it’s
helpful, we can also gather as a group once a month for a Zoom session. If that is something you are interested in, let Pr. Melissa know if you prefer Sunday afternoons or Wednesday evenings.

MOD-ified Church Kit:
Resources for worship,
devotions, and fellowship
at home. In each kit you'll
find prayers, candles, Flat
Martin Luther, and more!
A full explanation and description is also included
in each box. Boxes can be
picked up outside of the church offices. If you
would like one delivered to you, contact Elizabeth
Carr who can be reached at 314-306-4615 or
elizabethcarr630@gmail.com.

Next Book Discussion on Sept. 23rd @ 7pm
We will gather via Zoom to discuss the book
White Fragility: Why it's so hard for white people
to talk about racism by Robin DiAngelo. Looking
ahead to October, we will read Dear Church: A
love letter from a black preacher to the whitest
denomination in the U.S. by Lenny Duncan.
Tentatively mark your calendars on 10/28 @ 7pm
for that discussion.
To join the Zoom Meeting from a mobile device:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85956349969
To join by phone: dial 312-626-6799; the Meeting
ID is 859 5634 9969
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Continuing Education for
Pastor Melissa
To make up for continuing education
events cancelled this summer, Pastor
Melissa will be taking a personal
retreat for reading, rest, and renewal at
Camp Tomah Shinga in Junction City,
KS the first week of September. Ella
Moehlman, who just completed her
internship at The Bridge will preach
and lead worship on Sept. 6th.

9:15a Worship/Pr Melissa
Outdoor & ZOOM

11:00a Bible Class (LL)

27

2:00p COVID Presentation
(see page 4)

11:00a Bible Class (LL)

28

29
9:00a Bible Class
ZOOM
7:00P Bible Class
ZOOM

7:00p Bible Class
ZOOM

22
9:00a Bible Class
ZOOM

15
9:00a Bible Class
ZOOM

20
9:15a Worship/Pr. Melissa
Outdoor & ZOOM

21

9:00a Bible Class
ZOOM
7:00p Bible Class
ZOOM

8

7:00p Bible Class
ZOOM

1
9:00a Bible Class
ZOOM

Tue

7:00p Bible Class
ZOOM

14
7:00p Council
Meeting -ZOOM

7
Labor Day
NO CVT

Mon

9:15a Worship/Pr. Melissa
Outdoor & ZOOM
11:00a Bible Class (LL)

13
God’s Work Our Hands

11:00a Bible Class (LL)

6
9:15a Worship/
Ella Moehlman The Bridge
Outdoor & ZOOM

Sun

30

23
7:00p
Book Discussion
(see pg. 10)

16

9

2

Wed

24

17

10

3
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Thu

25

18

11

4

Fri

26

19

12

5

Sat
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