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Message from Pastor Melissa Woeppel
Siblings in Christ,
God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth…” (Genesis 1:28)
Be fruitful and multiply, a refrain repeated over and over in the first creation account in Genesis. A directive
given first to vegetation and plants yielding seeds. Then, to living creatures of water, sky, and earth. Finally,
instruction given to human beings, too. Be fruitful and multiply. Each time the command is given, each time
new life takes form, God names it good. God names us good and God names you good.
The earth is full of an abundant diversity of life - human and otherwise - in which God takes delight. From the
beginning, the goodness of creation is revealed in it’s variation and the ways it continues to bear life. Our
differing gifts, abilities, and ways we show up in the world matter. We each uniquely bear the image of our
Creator, another sign of the multiplicity in which God finds great joy and pleasure.
Though this is the vision of life God has for all of us, we know how sin keeps us from what God has intended. Racism particularly keeps us from seeing the image of God in one another and from recognizing the humanity and gifts of communities of color. As we continue our commitment to the work of anti-racism, may
God give us the ability to recognize and appreciate the diversity of all God's creation.
As Christians, we can’t speak of diversity without also speaking of unity. In later writings in the New Testament, Paul writes about unity in Christ. We’ve often tried to substitute uniformity for unity, thinking that sameness is what God wants from us. However, it’s not a uniformity that God seeks. Unity in Christ doesn’t mean
our differences disappear. Rather, they are no longer places of separation and division.
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one
body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or
free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. (1 Corinthians 12:12-13)
One body, but not the same copies of eyes or hands. United in purpose and mission, but not uniform in gifts
or passions. When we celebrate and honor our diversity, we are united with God through Christ. When we
recognize our diversity, we see the same Spirit who poured out gifts on each of us. When we find joy in the
gifts of our differences, we more fully see the image of God reflected in each of us. When we honor the differences that bring each of us to the table, Christ is surely there with us.
We will continue to engage this anti-racism work as a community of faith. Please read on for information
about book and movie discussions this month. May our shared education continue to awaken us and transform us in the days ahead.
Peace,
Pastor Melissa
402-613-8068
pastormelissawoeppel@gmail.com

Book Study
On August 26 at 7pm, Pastor Melissa will lead a group discussion on I’m Still Here: Black Dignity
in a World Made for Whiteness by Austin Channing Brown. It’s a pretty quick read and the church
has 3 copies to share.
To join the Zoom Meeting from a mobile device: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85956349969
To join by phone: dial 312-626-6799; the Meeting ID is 859 5634 9969
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September Diaper Drive
Lutheran Church of the Living Christ will host a Diaper Drive in support of the St. Louis
Area Diaper Bank, a non- profit organization that exists to help strengthen low-income
families in the St. Louis region by ensuring access to an adequate supply of diapers
and by raising awareness about the causes and consequences of diaper need in our
community.
Our participation will help these families who are unable to provide an adequate
monthly supply of fresh diapers for their children. Our efforts in this diaper drive will go
a long way to ensuring that these babies get a healthier start in life.
Our Diaper Drive will take place during the month of September.
Here is how you can donate:
•

Write a check to church and note diaper drive in the memo line. The money you
donate will go to the St. Louis Area Diaper Bank.

•

Purchase diapers to donate –

*Drop diapers off at church
*Contact Laurie Brown (314) 210-0242 to pick up diapers from your home.
St. Louis Diaper Bank – additional facts:
• In just five years, the St. Louis Diaper Bank grew from the founder’s basement to a
sprawling warehouse where thousands of diapers are distributed to St. Louis area
families every week.
Diapers can’t be purchased with food stamps or using WIC.
22% of all children under five years old live in poverty and 40% of children under
five in St. Louis City live in poverty
• The Diaper Bank reports that 65 percent of the families they serve say they have to
stretch their supply by lining diapers with newspapers, "cleaning" out soiled diapers
and reusing them, and leaving children in dirty or wet diapers for extended periods.
To conserve diapers, some parents report limiting the amount of food and drink
their child receives as the diaper supply begins to dwindle.
Diapers can cost an average of $75 - $100 per month and that accounts for nearly
10% of the yearly income of a person living at the poverty line
• The Diaper Bank partners with existing organizations to serve families who are
most in need of diapers. Together they have distributed more than a million diapers. Each year a portion of the diapers distributed in the community come from
diaper drives held.
•
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Support Campus Ministry!
LuMin-STL (formerly Lutheran
Campus Ministry) is finding new
ways to serve students as they
return to school this fall. We are
invited to join them with a Buy One/
Give One Facemask Fundraiser. The
mask is a polyester/spandex blend
in black with a lime green outline of
the LuMin-STL Campus House and
the message "Love Your Neighbor".
For $18 you'll get a mask for yourself
and a mask for a student. To order,
visit www.lcmstl.org/support-lcm.
Click the PayPal link, enter $18.00
and click payment method. Enter
"MASK" in special instructions. Your
mask will be sent to your billing
address.

EXERCISE
Sadly, we have put our
“arthritis exercise” program
on hold. If you need to
stay fit, if you’re just sitting
or lying down watching
TV, you can do it at home.
On your computer or smart phone, search “exercise
videos” or “exercise videos for seniors” You’ll get a
lot of choices. Other resources:
www.youtube.con, search “exercise videos for
seniors”

Outreach to our neighbors
The Outreach committee with support of
Council will lead, coordinate, and extend all
outreach activities of the congregation.
The Outreach committee will now
coordinate new outreach activities for
which members request support from the
congregation. Outreach ideas from members will be reviewed and those that fit in
the scope of LCLC outreach will receive
support with planning and implementation.
Also, the committee will assume planning
for distribution of funds designated for
support of families formerly called the
designated pastor fund. A sub-committee of
Outreach which includes the pastor will
work with families identified in need of
assistance. Financial and other assistance
will be provided directly to families with
the goal of providing temporary assistance
and helping them reach out to ministries
that support families in need.

Congregational Vitality Workshop:
Nurturing Life-Changing Relationships with God
and One Another. Saturday August 15, 2020, 9:00
a.m. - Noon. This workshop will explore biblical
models that can help us remember our belonging to
one another and share some best practices for developing healthy, life-changing, Spirit-centered relationships. And what new ways of creating community have been made possible with increased
digital presence in these days? This event will take
place via Zoom. There is no cost to participate, but
we ask that you register to help us better facilitate
the experience.
To register, visit: https://tithe.ly/event-registration/
#/2130294
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August

Month
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8

Shirley
Kathy
Renee
James
Rod
Betty J.
Nancy
Marjory
Dave
Dave
Denise
Shane
Bryan
Kyle

Day
BEINS
ENDORF
WALTERSAM
STOEHNER
WALLACE
KOWALSKI
KAEPPEL
INLOW
WILSON
BARNES
CHAPPELL
FINNESSEY
CLIFFORD, JR
WALTERSAM

Month

1
1
2
8
8
12
13
17
18
20
21
21
26
27

8
8
8

Day/Years

Roy and Ruth
William and Nancy
Charles and Donna

Eberle
Kaeppel
Dasho

Baptismal

Mask Prayer (to guide us as we wear masks as a
sign of love for neighbor)
We bless you and we praise you, Lord Christ,
for commanding us to love one another. Let this
mask be a sign of your love, and let my behavior
be filled with love for my neighbor. Amen.

Albers
Beins
Beins
Eberle
Kowalski
Ott
Hosto
Riedisser
Wilson

For you were called to freedom, brothers and
sisters; only do not use your freedom as an
opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love
become slaves to one another. For the whole law
is summed up in a single commandment, “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
- Galatians 5:13-14

Date
Bev.
Shirley
Sydney
Ruth
Betty
David
Thomas Richard
Virginia
Kathleen

August 21
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1 67
9 63
17 18

8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8

3
31
12
2
29
11
18
21
29

NURSE’S NOTE – AUGUST 2020
Just a bunch of stuff…
MEDICATIONS
ADDENDUM to “getting medicines a little cheaper”: You can “google” (search) for a medicine and see if
there is a generic. Generics are cheaper. Older medicine (more than 7 years) often have a generic. Generics
have the same medication but may have different other ingredients to make a pill or capsule, and may not be
as effective. The generic might not work for you. But it’s worth a try. Ask your MD for samples.
Also: medicines come in “classes” to treat different problems, e.g. diabetes, arthritis, migraines. These medication can range from old tried and true to the latest ones advertised on TV. The latest are the most expensive. Have to ask the doctor if there isn’t an old medicine to try first.
Getting from Canada: Used to take 2-4 weeks. Now 6-8 weeks due to air transport. The one I ordered goes
from Mauritius to Singapore to Germany to the US. That’s fine if it’s something you don’t need for 8 weeks.
Or you can order a refill 8 weeks in advance. Sometimes the doctor has to fax a prescription to the Canadian
pharmacy. US pharmacies won’t transfer out of country.
DIET
Was doing some study in Genesis One. Hmmm. 1:30 “And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of
the air, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food. And it was so.”
Hmmm. Vegetarian diet. And Genesis 2:16 And the LORD God commanded the man, “You may freely eat
of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day
that you eat of it you shall die.” Wow. Vegetarian diet again. Of course, later there are instructions about
what animals to eat and not to eat (not pigs, shellfish, rabbits, reptiles).
The studies suggest that we don’t eat enough vegetable and fruit. Too many hamburgers and french fries.
Without ketchup, even (a veggie).
Grow a veggie garden at church. Eat a salad. Make a fresh fruit salad. Maybe with Jello.
Babies: mother’s milk is best. Not only nutritious, but has additional benefits for immune system.
Toddlers/young children: there is evidence that whole milk and butter prime the system to handle fats and
reduce the risk of teen obesity.
ALL THIS SAFETY STUFF
Masks (Handyman & Walgreens had available 20 pak less than $20, throwaway gloves, make your own face
shield from clear plastic gallon bottle, wash hands 20 seconds like you were going to do major surgery. Or
cut toenails. Masks now in packs of 50 (saw at Home Depot &
Walgreens).
Take up those throw rugs. They slip, you fall.
Put railings on both sides of the stairs.
If you don’t have a medical alert necklace, keep your cell or
cordless phone with you at all times.
Have a family member or friend call you at least once a day.
Use safety assists: bath bench, tub and shower rails, lift chairs.
Before you get up in the morning or from seated position, tense leg
muscles and deep breathe; stand for a moment and walk in place
to get some blood back in your brain. Then you MIGHT remember
what you went into the other room for.

Submitted by Bill Kaeppel
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Movie Discussion
On August 13 at 7pm,
Pastor Melissa will lead a
discussion on Just Mercy.
The church has a DVD
copy that can be passed around. The
movie can also be accessed on
streaming services.

Dear LCLC Family,

To join the Zoom Meeting from a mobile
device: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/85956349969

Also for the gifts of food.

To my Living Christ Family:
Thank you for the many cards and well
wishes, but especially for your prayers.

I am still receiving physical therapy at
home and improving.

To join by phone: dial 312-626-6799; the
Meeting ID is 859 5634 9969

With genuine appreciation and love,
Trudy Learman

HABITAT HAPPENINGS
LaSaison = 3 of the 5 houses are in-work with Volunteer
Crews back on M-W-F. House #2 was scheduled to
close at the end of July.
The GATE = First 3 houses are also back in-work with
Volunteer Crews back on M-W-F.
Construction Warehouse = Crew has not been scheduled
yet.
ReStores = Both are open for donations & sales.
Wednesday thru Sunday
10:00 am - 6:00 pm
Pick up Service is back in operation
Please talk to Bob Fayman
Matching Fund Challenge = Anonymous Donors are
matching up to $40,000 in donations thru the end of
August. If you want more information please, see Bob
Fayman.
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Treasurer’s Report

During July, our Worship began being
held as a drive-in service on the lower
parking lot. It seems to be going fairly
well so far. The Basement Bible Class
has been meeting now for quite a while,
and that has had a good response as
well. We also had a good response from
you all in regard to the survey we sent
out! It seemed that a majority thought
we should at least consider adding a
second service, so we will discuss that
and other considerations at out next
Council meeting. Our first priority is the
safety of all our family and friends at
Living Christ.

Actual Income & Expenses for June, and YTD for
January - June 2020

Category

June
Actual

YTD
Jan-June
Actual

INCOME

$14,864

$94,961

EXPENSES
CIS
Education
Member Care
Missions
Office
Outreach
Pastor Fund
Property
Stewardship
Support
Wages
Worship
Youth

$13,998
$300
$0
$0
$1,500
$146
$0
$0
$2,890
$0
$2,332
$6,780
$50
$0

$88,506
$600
$720
$32
$9,300
$1,636
$346
$370
$20,134
$196
$12,172
$42,102
$898
$0

We pray that you all are staying well
and safe. As I write this, St. Louis
County is discussing ongoing pandemic
considerations and we will see what that
means for us.
Please continue to pray for me, for all
our church leaders and for the whole
church in America. God’s blessings to
you and yours in the coming month!

Stewardship is Coming...
In September we will enter into a
season focused on stewardship. We
will spend time in worship and bible
study thinking about our money story
- our own and the story of the
congregation. Together, we will
remember, release, reimagine, and
restore. The campaign will run from
September 13- October 4.

Total YTD Income
Total YTD Expenses
Total YTD Difference

$94,961
$88,506
$6,455

Again, this month I am able to report that our actual
year to date General Fund Income exceeded actual
expenses for the months of January through June.
Through June 2020 our income was greater than our
expenses by $6,455. Thanks to all for your continued
prayers and financial support of our church.
2020 General Funds paid to missions are as follows:
Central States Synod
$5,300
Other Agencies
$4,000
If you have any questions, please feel free to ask me,
call me, or email me.
Thanks.
Dave Endorf, Treasurer
dave.endorf@gmail.com
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314-867-2289
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Dear Members of Lutheran Church of the Living
Christ,
As you may or may not be aware of, Feed My Starving
Children (FMSC) just cancelled all packs through September 30, 2020. And as you are also aware, any fund
raising events the local team had set up to get financial
support for our now cancelled July pack at Atonement
have also been cancelled. There is, however, one exception. The local leadership team had scheduled a
raffle/dinner for August 23 at the Savoy Banquet Center in Ferguson. As of now, that is still on the agenda,
assuming that the current virus situation allows us to
meet as a large group at that time.
The raffle being done is for monetary prizes and there
will also be other smaller raffles, etc. that night. For
the main raffle, we are selling 250 tickets at $100
apiece. Each ticket will also include dinner for 2 at the
dinner on August 23, where the winners will be announced. There will be seven(7) monetary prizes. Top
prize will be $5000 with prizes also awarded at $2000,
$1000, and four(4) $500 prizes, all of which will be
drawn and awarded at the dinner. YOU DO NOT
NEED TO BE PRESENT TO WIN.
This pandemic has caused a significant change in our
way of life. But think of all those kids worldwide who
depend on FMSC and organizations like it to supply
maybe the only food they ever get. 6200 kids die each
day because of actual starvation or because of the poor
quality of food they do get. It is estimated that twice
that many may die because they aren’t getting the food
they would normally get through these organizations.
We can’t do much about that now, but we can help the
recovery once this whole thing is over. Our intent with
this raffle is to raise enough money to increase our
commitment for the 2021 pack, so more children will
have the nourishment they need and can recover from
the hard times they are currently experiencing. But we
need your help. The kids need your help.
Here is how you can provide that help. Buy a raffle
ticket or get friends and family to buy tickets. If you
have colleagues at work, get them to buy or even sell
tickets. We must sell 250 tickets. If we do, our 2021
pack at Atonement will have $10,000 added to supporting that event. I have tickets to sell and can get access
to more if need be. Rather than the name on the flyer,
you can get tickets from me. Just let me know you
want to buy one or more or that you are willing to try
to sell them too and I will make arrangements to get
you tickets and collect money. You can contact me
(Randy Henning) at 314-839-3455 or email me at
randy.henning@att.net.
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Folks, I can’t emphasize enough how important this is. No child should go without
food and during this time, they are the biggest
victims in all this. Please help by buying a
ticket and spreading the word. Again, you do
NOT have to be present at the dinner to win.
So if the dinner can’t be held, the prizes will
still be awarded. Thanks for putting up with
this long winded message, but our Atonement
leadership team is extremely passionate about
the cause and this raffle. May God provide
his support for our cause and this event.
Thank you!!

Raffle and Dinner for Two
Benefiting Feed My Starving Children North County Pack

August 23, 2020
5pm-8pm

Savoy Banquet Center
119 South Florissant Road
$100 per ticket
Grand Prize: $5,000
Second Prize: $2,000
Third Prize: $1,000
Four Random Drawing Prizes: $500
You do NOT have to be in attendance
to win!

Contact Sue Dunham at
314-229-6313 for tickets or more
information.
Make checks out to Lutheran Church
of the Living Christ
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24
9:15a Worship/Pr Melissa
Outdoor & ZOOM
————————————— ————————
30
31
9:15a Worship/Pr Melisssa
Outdoor & ZOOM

23

16
9:15a Worship/Pr. Melissa
Outdoor & ZOOM

9:15a Worship/Pr. Melissa
Outdoor & ZOOM

25
9:00a Bible Class
ZOOM
7:00P Bible Class
ZOOM

7:00p Bible Class
ZOOM

18
9:00a Bible Class
ZOOM

7:00p Bible Class
ZOOM

11
9:00a Bible Class
ZOOM

10
7:00p Council
Meeting -ZOOM

9

Tue

3
4
7:00p CVT Meeting Remember to Vote
ZOOM
NO BIBLE CLASSES
TODAY

Mon

2
9:15a Worship/Pr. Melissa
Outdoor & ZOOM

Sun

26
Book Study
7:00p Book Study
(see pg. 2)

19

12

5

Wed

AUGUST 2020

27

20

13
7:00p Movie
Discussion
(see pg. 7)

6

Thu

28

21

14

7

Fri

29

22

15
9:00a-Noon
CVT
Workshop
(see pg 4)
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1

Sat
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