Summer Worship Outline and Readings
Opening Music
Call to Worship and Confession and Forgiveness
Creator God,
As we are made in Your image, we give You thanks:
for the seed of creativity you planted within each person,
for the varied gifts poured out on each by the Spirit.
for being blessed to be a blessing.
Forgive, us we pray:
for the times we have not seen the image of God in others,
for the times we have hoarded our blessings,
for the times we have used our creativity as a force for destruction rather than reparation.
Silence is held for reflection
Grant us, we pray, the capacity:
to appreciate the gifts of creativity and innovation,
to celebrate the diversity of all you have made,
to seek life that really is life, that all may be whole and well.
People of God, hear this good news:
you are made in the image of God,
you have been blessed to be a blessing,
you are known and loved.
In Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Go, share this good news.
Amen. Thanks be to God.
Prayer of the Day
Scripture Readings
● First Reading
Following the reading,
L: Word of God, Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.
● Gospel
Introducing the reading,
L: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Following the reading,
L: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Song
Prayers of Intercession
The prayers reflect the wideness of God’s mercy—for the church and its ministry; for the
well-being of creation; for peace & justice; for the poor, oppressed, & sick; for all who suffer; for
the congregation; & for special concerns/ occasions.
Each petition ends:
L: Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

Offering Prayer
We continue to be the church together during this time through prayer and financial support.
Your giving ensures that the ministries of this congregation continue during this time and into
the future.
God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the
heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace.
Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love in our communities
and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our redeemer.
Amen.
Communion
The Lord be with you
And also with you
Lift up your hearts
We lift them to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God It is right to give God thanks and praise
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, Almighty and merciful God.
Blessed are you for the birth of creation, for calling forth life in which you take delight.
Blessed are you for the call of Sarah, Hagar, and Abraham, for blessing them to be a blessing.
Blessed are you for freeing the Israelites from slavery and oppression.
Blessed are you for the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, who healed the sick and suffering, who
preached good news to the poor, who came that we may have life and life abundant.
In our own time of wilderness and uncertainty, we remember your promise to be with us
always. Jesus himself embodied your grace and love as he gathered with his disciples for a
meal. Having been anointed by one whom he loved, and about to be betrayed by one whom
he loved, Jesus took bread and gave thanks. He broke it and gave it to his disciples saying,
“Take, eat, this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. After they had
finished eating, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying this cup is the
new covenant of my blood, shed for you and for all people. Do this for the remembrance of me.

God with us, we long for your Spirit. Come among this gathered assembly. Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with the body of Christ that we
may be the body of Christ for the world. Amen.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
As we are the body of Christ, we take this sign of Christ's body into ourselves. The body of
Christ given for you. Amen.
Time is given for the sharing of bread among households.
May this sign of God’s presence, this shared bread between us, strengthen us and give us
peace. Amen.
Let us pray. O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the
ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us strength to go out with
good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our strength and our hope. Amen.
Announcements
Blessing
May God bless you and keep you
May God shine upon you with grace and mercy
May God look upon you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.
Sending
Go in peace, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

Scripture Readings (6/14-9/6)
Sunday, June 14
Genesis 18:1-15 [21:1-7]
God, in the form of three messengers, announces to Sarah and Abraham that they will have a child.
Sarah, because of her advanced age, laughs at this seeming impossibility. But nothing is impossible for
God, and in due course Isaac is born (Gen. 21:1-7). Now, Sarah confesses, everyone will share in her
joyous laughter.
1

The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in
the heat of the day. 2 He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them,
he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. 3 He said, “My
lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. 4 Let a little water be brought, and
wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5 Let me bring a little bread, that you may
refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So
they said, “Do as you have said.” 6 And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said,
“Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.” 7 Abraham ran
to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to
prepare it. 8 Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before
them; and he stood by them under the tree while they ate.
They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” 10
 Then one
said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” And
Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind him. 11
 Now Abraham and Sarah were old,
advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. 12
 So Sarah
laughed to herself, saying, “After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I have
pleasure?” 13
 The Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a
child, now that I am old?’ 14
 Is anything too wonderful for the Lord? At the set time I will return
to you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a son.” 15
 But Sarah denied, saying, “I did not
laugh”; for she was afraid. He said, “Oh yes, you did laugh.”
9

21 [The Lord dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for Sarah as he had promised.
2
Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the time of which God had
spoken to him. 3 Abraham gave the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore him. 4 And
Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him.
5
Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 6 Now Sarah said,
“God has brought laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh with me.” 7 And she said,
“Who would ever have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him
a son in his old age.”]
Matthew 9:35--10:8
The mission of Jesus’ followers is to continue the mission of Jesus himself. Here, he instructs his first
disciples as to how they might proclaim the gospel through their words and deeds.
35

Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming
the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. 36
 When he saw
the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like

sheep without a shepherd. 37
 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the
38
laborers are few;  therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”
10 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to
cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 2 These are the names of the
twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of
Zebedee, and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax
collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Cananaean, and Judas
Iscariot, the one who betrayed him.
5

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among the
Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8 Cure
the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment;
give without payment.
______________________________________________________________________

Sunday, June 21
Genesis 21:8-21
Sarah demands that Abraham send Hagar and her son, Ishmael, away. Abraham is distressed because
he is Ishmael’s father. Sarah wants to ensure that her son, Isaac, will be the one to inherit God’s
blessing. God, however, hears Hagar’s cry and promises to also make of Ishmael a great nation.
8

The child [Isaac] grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the day that
Isaac was weaned. 9 But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to
Abraham, playing with her son Isaac. 10
 So she said to Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman
with her son; for the son of this slave woman shall not inherit along with my son Isaac.” 11
 The
12
matter was very distressing to Abraham on account of his son.  But God said to Abraham,
“Do not be distressed because of the boy and because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah
says to you, do as she tells you, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be named for you.
13
As for the son of the slave woman, I will make a nation of him also, because he is your
offspring.” 14
 So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water, and
gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she
departed, and wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba.
When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the bushes. 16
 Then
she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a bowshot; for she
said, “Do not let me look on the death of the child.” And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up
her voice and wept. 17
 And God heard the voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to
Hagar from heaven, and said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has
heard the voice of the boy where he is. 18
 Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your
hand, for I will make a great nation of him.” 19
 Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well
of water. She went, and filled the skin with water, and gave the boy a drink.
15

20

God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and became an expert
with the bow. 21
 He lived in the wilderness of Paran; and his mother got a wife for him from the
land of Egypt.

Matthew 10:24-39
Jesus warns his disciples that their ministry in his name will meet with opposition. However, he assures
them that they need not fear for the truth will come to light. Life is found in Christ.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 24
 “A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master;
25
it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have
called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his
household!
26
“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing
secret that will not become known. 27
 What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what
you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28
 Do not fear those who kill the body but
cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29
 Are not two
sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30

And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 31
 So do not be afraid; you are of more value
than many sparrows.
32

“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my
Father in heaven; 33
 but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in
heaven.
34

“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace,
but a sword.
35
For I have come to set a man against his father,
and a daughter against her mother,
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;
36
and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.
37

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son
or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38
 and whoever does not take up the cross and
follow me is not worthy of me. 39
 Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their
life for my sake will find it.”
______________________________________________________________________

Sunday, June 28
Genesis 22:1-14
Abraham was prepared to obey God’s command amid extreme contradiction: the child to be sacrificed
is the very child through whom Abraham is to receive descendants. God acknowledged Abraham’s
obedient faith, and Abraham offered a ram in the place of his son.

God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take
your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him
there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.” 3 So Abraham rose
early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son
Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt offering, and set out and went to the place in the distance
that God had shown him. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away.
5
Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go over
there; we will worship, and then we will come back to you.” 6 Abraham took the wood of the
burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. So the
1

two of them walked on together. 7 Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he said,
“Here I am, my son.” He said, “The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a
burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my
son.” So the two of them walked on together.
9

When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid
the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.
10
Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. 11
 But the angel of the
Lord called to him from heaven, and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.”
12
[The angel] said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I know that
you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13
 And Abraham
looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and
offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14
 So Abraham called that place “The Lord
will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”
Matthew 10:40-42
When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he warns them of persecution and hardships they
will face. He also promises to reward any who aid his followers and support their ministry.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 40
 “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes
me welcomes the one who sent me. 41
 Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet
will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a
righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; 42
 and whoever gives even a cup of
cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these
will lose their reward.”
______________________________________________________________________

Sunday, July 5
Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67
The marriage of Isaac and Rebekah helped to fulfill God’s promise that Abraham and Sarah would
become the ancestors of many nations.

[Laban, Rebekah’s brother, received a visitor who said,] 34
 “I am Abraham’s servant. 35
 The
Lord has greatly blessed my master, and he has become wealthy; he has given him flocks and
herds, silver and gold, male and female slaves, camels and donkeys. 36
 And Sarah my
master’s wife bore a son to my master when she was old; and he has given him all that he has.
37
My master made me swear, saying, ‘You shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters
of the Canaanites, in whose land I live; 38
 but you shall go to my father’s house, to my kindred,
and get a wife for my son.’
42 

“I came today to the spring, and said, ‘O Lord, the God of my master Abraham, if now you
will only make successful the way I am going! 43
 I am standing here by the spring of water; let
the young woman who comes out to draw, to whom I shall say, “Please give me a little water
from your jar to drink,” 44
 and who will say to me, “Drink, and I will draw for your camels
also”—let her be the woman whom the Lord has appointed for my master’s son.’

45

“Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming out with her water
jar on her shoulder; and she went down to the spring, and drew. I said to her, ‘Please let me
drink.’ 46
 She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder, and said, ‘Drink, and I will also water
your camels.’ So I drank, and she also watered the camels. 47
 Then I asked her, ‘Whose
daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to
him.’ So I put the ring on her nose, and the bracelets on her arms. 48
 Then I bowed my head
and worshiped the Lord, and blessed the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who had led
me by the right way to obtain the daughter of my master’s kinsman for his son. 49
 Now then, if
you will deal loyally and truly with my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so that I may turn
either to the right hand or to the left.”
58

And they called Rebekah, and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She said, “I will.”
So they sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with Abraham’s servant and his
men. 60
 And they blessed Rebekah and said to her,
“May you, our sister, become
thousands of myriads;
may your offspring gain possession
of the gates of their foes.”
61
Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted the camels, and followed the man; thus the
servant took Rebekah, and went his way.
59

Now Isaac had come from Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in the Negeb. 63
 Isaac went out in
64
the evening to walk in the field; and looking up, he saw camels coming.  And Rebekah looked
up, and when she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly from the camel, 65
 and said to the servant,
“Who is the man over there, walking in the field to meet us?” The servant said, “It is my
master.” So she took her veil and covered herself. 66
 And the servant told Isaac all the things
67
that he had done.  Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent. He took Rebekah,
and she became his wife; and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death.
62

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. He thanks God
that wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to offer.

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16
 “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children
sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,
17
‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
18
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19
 the Son of
Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax
collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”
25

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26
 yes,
Father, for such was your gracious will. 27
 All things have been handed over to me by my
Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the
Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

28

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you
will find rest for your souls. 30
 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
29

______________________________________________________________________

Sunday, July 12
Genesis 25:19-34
Although Jacob was younger than his twin, Esau, he eventually takes the birthright away from his
brother. Jacob is portrayed in the Bible as deceptive, gripping his brother when he came out of the
womb and driving a hard bargain by buying the birthright for a bowl of lentils.
19

These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of Isaac,
and Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the Aramean
of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the Aramean. 21
 Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife, because
she was barren; and the Lord granted his prayer, and his wife Rebekah conceived. 22
 The
children struggled together within her; and she said, “If it is to be this way, why do I live?” So
she went to inquire of the Lord. 23
 And the Lord said to her,
“Two nations are in your womb,
and two peoples born of you shall be divided;
the one shall be stronger than the other,
the elder shall serve the younger.”
24
When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. 25
 The first came out
26
red, all his body like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau.  Afterward his brother came
out, with his hand gripping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old
when she bore them.
20

27

When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a
quiet man, living in tents. 28
 Isaac loved Esau, because he was fond of game; but Rebekah
loved Jacob.
29

Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was famished.
Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am famished!” (Therefore he was
called Edom.) 31
 Jacob said, “First sell me your birthright.” 32
 Esau said, “I am about to die; of
33
what use is a birthright to me?”  Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore to him, and sold
his birthright to Jacob. 34
 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank,
and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.
30

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming the
good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why this
good news produces different results in those who hear.

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great crowds
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the
beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow.
4
And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Other
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly,
1

since they had no depth of soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they
had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and
choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty. 9 Let anyone with ears listen!”
“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19
 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this
is what was sown on the path. 20
 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who
hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21
 yet such a person has no root, but
endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that
person immediately falls away. 22
 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who
hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields
nothing. 23
 But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty,
and in another thirty.”
18

______________________________________________________________________

Sunday, July 19
Genesis 28:10-19a
God’s graciousness to Jacob is shown in God’s revelation of the divine self to the patriarch, who is
running for his life after cheating his brother Esau out of the family inheritance. Jacob promises that if
God brings him back to the land, he will be loyal to God and give God a tenth of everything (vv. 20-22).

Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. 11
 He came to a certain place and stayed
there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it
under his head and lay down in that place. 12
 And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up
on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending and
13
descending on it.
 And the Lord stood beside him and said, “I am the Lord, the God of
Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and to
your offspring; 14
 and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread
abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the
earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. 15
 Know that I am with you and will keep
you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have
done what I have promised you.” 16
 Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord
is in this place—and I did not know it!” 17
 And he was afraid, and said, “How awesome is this
place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.”
10

18

So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his head
and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. 19a
 He called that place Bethel.
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will remove
all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history.
24

[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared
to someone who sowed good seed in his field; 25
 but while everybody was asleep, an enemy
came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26
 So when the plants came

up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27
 And the slaves of the householder
came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did
these weeds come from?’ 28
 He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him,
‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29
 But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds
30
you would uproot the wheat along with them.  Let both of them grow together until the
harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in
bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ”
36

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying,
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37
 He answered, “The one who sows the
38
good seed is the Son of Man;  the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the
kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39
 and the enemy who sowed them is the
devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40
 Just as the weeds are
41
collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age.  The Son of Man will
send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers,
42
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth. 43
 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone
with ears listen!”
______________________________________________________________________

Sunday, July 26
Genesis 29:15-28
Laban deceives Jacob by giving his older daughter, Leah, to Jacob in marriage instead of the promised
younger daughter, Rachel. Because of his love for Rachel, Jacob agrees to work for Laban for an
additional seven years so that he may also be married to her.
15

Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for
nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?” 16
 Now Laban had two daughters; the name of
the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. 17
 Leah’s eyes were lovely, and
Rachel was graceful and beautiful. 18
 Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, “I will serve you seven
years for your younger daughter Rachel.” 19
 Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you than
that I should give her to any other man; stay with me.” 20
 So Jacob served seven years for
Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days because of the love he had for her.
21

Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is
completed.” 22
 So Laban gathered together all the people of the place, and made a feast. 23
 But
in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her.
24
(Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her maid.) 25
 When morning came, it
was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me? Did I not serve with
you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?” 26
 Laban said, “This is not done in our
country—giving the younger before the firstborn. 27
 Complete the week of this one, and we will
give you the other also in return for serving me another seven years.” 28
 Jacob did so, and
completed her week; then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife.

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that “the kingdom of
heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the implications of this
announcement for people’s lives.
31

[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard
seed that someone took and sowed in his field; 32
 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it
has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and
make nests in its branches.”
33

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and
mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”
44

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid;
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46
 on finding one
pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
45

47

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of
every kind; 48
 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but
threw out the bad. 49
 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate
the evil from the righteous 50
 and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.
“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52
 And he said to them, “Therefore
every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household
who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”
51

______________________________________________________________________

Sunday, August 2
Genesis 32:22-31
Jacob wrestled all night with God, and when God wanted to get away as dawn was breaking, Jacob
would not let God go until God had blessed him. Jacob’s name is changed to Israel to mark his new
relationship with God as he enters the land. Jacob is astonished that he remains alive after seeing God
face-to-face.
22

[At night Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, and
crossed the ford of the Jabbok.23 He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise
everything that he had. 24
 Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak.
25
When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket;
and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26
 Then he said, “Let me go, for
the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27
 So he said
to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28
 Then the man said, “You shall no longer
be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have
prevailed.” 29
 Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that
you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30
 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying,

“For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” 31
 The sun rose upon him as
he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.
Matthew 14:13-21
After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his compassion for others will
not allow him to dismiss those who need him, and he is moved to perform one of his greatest miracles.
13

Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist], he withdrew from there in
a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot
from the towns. 14
 When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for
them and cured their sick. 15
 When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is
a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the
villages and buy food for themselves.” 16
 Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give
them something to eat.” 17
 They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.”
18
And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19
 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the
grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke
the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20
 And
all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve
baskets full. 21
 And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.
______________________________________________________________________

Sunday, August 9
Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28
Though Joseph was Jacob’s favorite son, his jealous brothers sold him into slavery. Judah, who
protected Joseph’s life, later gives a moving speech before Joseph in Egypt, indicating that the brothers
had changed their ways (44:18-34)

Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of Canaan. 2 This is
the story of the family of Jacob.
1

Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his brothers; he was a
helper to the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought a bad report of
them to their father. 3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children, because he
was the son of his old age; and he had made him a long robe with sleeves. 4 But when his
brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him, and could
not speak peaceably to him.
Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. 13
 And Israel said to
Joseph, “Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to
them.” He answered, “Here I am.” 14
 So he said to him, “Go now, see if it is well with your
brothers and with the flock; and bring word back to me.” So he sent him from the valley of
Hebron.
12

He came to Shechem, 15
 and a man found him wandering in the fields; the man asked him,
“What are you seeking?” 16
 “I am seeking my brothers,” he said; “tell me, please, where they
are pasturing the flock.” 17
 The man said, “They have gone away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us
go to Dothan.’ ” So Joseph went after his brothers, and found them at Dothan. 18
 They saw

him from a distance, and before he came near to them, they conspired to kill him. 19
 They said
20
to one another, “Here comes this dreamer.  Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one
of the pits; then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, and we shall see what will
become of his dreams.” 21
 But when Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their hands,
saying, “Let us not take his life.” 22
 Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit
here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on him”—that he might rescue him out of their hand
and restore him to his father. 23
 So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his
robe, the long robe with sleeves that he wore; 24
 and they took him and threw him into a pit.
The pit was empty; there was no water in it.
25

Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from
Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down to Egypt.
26
Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood?
27
Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him, for he is our brother,
our own flesh.” And his brothers agreed. 28
 When some Midianite traders passed by, they drew
Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver.
And they took Joseph to Egypt.
Matthew 14:22-33
Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail despite their best
intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in trouble and
sustains them in their time of fear and doubt.
22

[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of
Galilee], while he dismissed the crowds. 23
 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up
the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24
 but by this time
the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25
 And
early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26
 But when the disciples saw
him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear.
27
But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”
Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29
 He
said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward
Jesus. 30
 But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink,
he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31
 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him,
saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32
 When they got into the boat, the wind
ceased. 33
 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
28

______________________________________________________________________

Sunday, August 16
Genesis 45:1-15
Moved to tears by Judah’s plea on behalf of Benjamin, Joseph declares, “I am Joseph!” and asks, “Is
my father still alive?” Despite the brothers’ evil intent, God used Joseph to preserve many lives at a
time of famine.

[After Judah offered himself in place of his brother Benjamin,] 1 Joseph could no longer control
himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out, “Send everyone away from me.”

So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. 2 And he wept so
loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. 3 Joseph said to his
brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, so
dismayed were they at his presence.
4

Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am
your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 And now do not be distressed, or angry with
yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6 For the
famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there will
be neither plowing nor harvest. 7 God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on
earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8 So it was not you who sent me here, but
God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land
of Egypt. 9 Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has
made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. 10
 You shall settle in the land of
Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well
as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11
 I will provide for you there—since there are
five more years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will
not come to poverty.’ 12
 And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is
my own mouth that speaks to you. 13
 You must tell my father how greatly I am honored in
Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” 14
 Then he fell upon
his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15
 And he kissed all
his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him.
Matthew 15:21-28
Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward religious
observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman considered to be a religious
outsider approaches him for help.

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22
 Just then a
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord,
Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23
 But he did not answer her at all. And
his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.”
24
He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25
 But she came and
26
knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.”  He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s
food and throw it to the dogs.” 27
 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that
28
fall from their masters’ table.”  Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it
be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly.
21

______________________________________________________________________

Sunday, August 23
Exodus 1:8--2:10
The brave Hebrew midwives defied Pharaoh to save many infants from death. When the mother of
Moses placed him in a basket in the Nile, the daughter of Pharaoh found him, adopted him, and raised
him. Moses’ sister and mother also played crucial roles in this drama.

Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 9 He said to his people, “Look,
the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than we. 10
 Come, let us deal
8

shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies and fight
against us and escape from the land.” 11
 Therefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress
them with forced labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. 12
 But the
more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came
to dread the Israelites. 13
 The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on the Israelites,
14
and made their lives bitter with hard service in mortar and brick and in every kind of field
labor. They were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them.
15

The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the
other Puah, 16
 “When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them on the
birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live.” 17
 But the midwives feared God;
they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys live. 18
 So the king
of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this, and allowed the
boys to live?” 19
 The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like the
Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to them.” 20
 So
21
God dealt well with the midwives; and the people multiplied and became very strong.  And
because the midwives feared God, he gave them families. 22
 Then Pharaoh commanded all his
people, “Every boy that is born to the Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let
every girl live.”
2 Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. 2 The woman
conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him three
months. 3 When she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and plastered
it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of
the river. 4 His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him.
5

The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked
beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. 6 When
she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him. “This must be one
of the Hebrews’ children,” she said. 7 Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go
and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?” 8 Pharaoh’s daughter
said to her, “Yes.” So the girl went and called the child’s mother. 9 Pharaoh’s daughter said to
her, “Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took
the child and nursed it. 10
 When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and
she took him as her son. She named him Moses, “because,” she said, “I drew him out of the
water.”
Matthew 16:13-20
At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the
living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the very gates of
Hades.
13

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say that the Son of Man is?” 14
 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others
Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15
 He said to them, “But who do you
say that I am?” 16
 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
17
And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has
not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18
 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this
rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19
 I will give you

the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20
 Then he sternly ordered the
disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
______________________________________________________________________

Sunday, August 30
Exodus 3:1-15
Moses experienced the call of God when God appeared to him in a bush that burned but was not
consumed. When Moses expressed his unworthiness, God promised to be with him. When Moses
objected that people would demand to know God’s name, God revealed his personal name, Yahweh
(I am who I am), or the Lord. Israel discovered God’s true identity when God took them out of Egypt.
1

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock
beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it
was not consumed. 3 Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see
why the bush is not burned up.” 4 When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God
called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5 Then he said,
“Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing
is holy ground.” 6 He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.
7

Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard
their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, 8 and I have come
down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and
broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites,
the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 The cry of the Israelites has now
come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. 10
 So come, I will send you to
11
Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.”  But Moses said to God, “Who am I
that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 12
 He said, “I will be with
you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the
people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.”
13

But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your
ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to
them?” 14
 God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the
Israelites, ‘I am has sent me to you.’ ” 15
 God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the
Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’:
This is my name forever,
and this my title for all generations.”

Matthew 16:21-28
After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (16:16), Jesus reveals the
ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words prove hard to accept, even for a disciple whom Jesus has
called a “rock.”
21

From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show
his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22
 And Peter
took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen
to you.” 23
 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block
to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
24 

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves
and take up their cross and follow me. 25
 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and
those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26
 For what will it profit them if they gain the
whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?
27

“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will
repay everyone for what has been done. 28
 Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who
will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”
______________________________________________________________________

Sunday, September 6
Exodus 12:1-14
Israel remembered its deliverance from slavery in Egypt by celebrating the festival of Passover. This
festival featured the Passover lamb, whose blood was used as a sign to protect God’s people from the
threat of death. The early church described the Lord’s supper using imagery from the Passover,
especially in portraying Jesus as the lamb who delivers God’s people from sin and death.

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2 This month shall mark for you the
beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3 Tell the whole
congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a
lamb for each household. 4 If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest
neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who
eat of it. 5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep
or from the goats. 6 You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole
assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. 7 They shall take some of the
blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8 They
shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread
and bitter herbs. 9 Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its
head, legs, and inner organs. 10
 You shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that
remains until the morning you shall burn. 11
 This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your
sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the
passover of the Lord. 12
 For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike
down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of
Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. 13
 The blood shall be a sign for you on the
houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy
you when I strike the land of Egypt.
1

14

This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the
Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.
Matthew 18:15-20
Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a whole—should go
about restoring relationships when one member has sinned against another.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15
 “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point
out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained
that one. 16
 But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every
word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17
 If the member refuses to
listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let
such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18
 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.
19
Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for
you by my Father in heaven. 20
 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there
among them.”

