
We are a Catholic faith community 
that seeks to place God first, to know 

Him, and to grow in holiness 
together. We strive to live the Gospel 

through the Eucharist, in our 
teaching and way of life. 

Christi simus, non nostri 
We belong to Christ, not ourselves 

February 13, 2022 
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

St. Columban Parish 
506 First St. S. Yelm, WA 98597 

360-458-3031  

Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday 9:00AM –2:00PM 
parishoffice@saintcolumbanyelm.org 
Website: www.saintcolumbanyelm.org 

 
 

 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil: 5:00PM 
Sunday: 10:30AM 
Daily Mass: Tues—Fri 9AM *except 1st Fridays  
Rosary is said 30min prior to each Mass 

Sacraments 
Anointing of the Sick: Following First  
Friday Devotions or by Appointment 
Confession: Saturdays 3:30—4:30PM 
First Friday Devotions: 6:30PM 
The church may be opened upon request  
during office hours for private prayer. 

See Calendar on Page 3 for current schedule  
and updates 

St. Columban Prayer Chain: Confidential and 
private prayer chain.  Please contact the parish 
office to submit a request. 
 

St. Vincent De Paul 
Providing emergency assistance for those in 
need. 

Help Line: 360-458-1904 
Please leave your name, phone number, and 

St. Peter Mission  
149 Keithahn St. S, Tenino, WA 98589 

For administrative assistance please  
contact St. Columban 

 

Mass Schedule 
Sunday  8:00AM 
Rosary is said 30min prior to Mass 

Sacraments 
Confession: Sundays 7:30 -7:45AM 
Daily Mass (First Fridays): 9:00AM 
Anointing of the Sick: by appointment MASS ATTENDANCE 

In obedience to the most recent guidelines from the Archdiocese, public 
Mass at our parish is held with the following safety measures in place.   

 Masks are required at this time unless you have a medical exemption 
 Seating is on a first come first served basis, if you wish to remain 

distanced from others you may do so at your own discretion. 
 Hand Sanitizer is provided 

Today’s Readings 

Entrance Antiphon: Be my protector O God, a mighty stronghold to 
save me. 

1st Reading: Jeremiah 17:5-8 

Responsorial Psalm: Blessed are they who hope in the Lord. 

2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20 

Gospel Acclamation: Rejoice and be glad, your reward will be 
great in heaven. 

Gospel: Luke 6:17, 20-26 

Communion Antiphon: They ate and had their fill, and what they 
craved the Lord gave them; they were not disappointed in what they 
craved. 

mailto:www.saintcolumbanyelm.org


 

  The Death of  Philia Part II 

   

 

Last week I wrote on the kinds of Love and how they can interrelate and support one another, but also mentioned that our world has done 
great harm to our concept of Philia, the foundational love of friendship that grows through mutual risk and trust between the friends.  

Our perverse culture does not understand this nor provide young people the mental space to really appreciate how deep and virtuous Philia 
can become. In particular, our culture cannot fathom how such a close relationship can be a chaste one. Rather, the culture infects everything 
with a twisted mockery of Eros (degrading it to mere lust), asserting that any sufficiently deep love must have a romantic or sexual element, 
even if unbeknownst to those in the relationship; it reduces Philia to a mere preamble to romance, or at least puts a ceiling on how deep 
chaste Philia can be. This is profoundly unhealthy.  

Now, the twistedness of Love=Eros=sexuality, seeing them as commodities traded one for another is equally as horrible, which I think does 
immense and particular harm to girls (boys too, obviously, but girls more), but I think this death of Philia in our society is particularly hard 
on boys (but girls too, obviously). Boys are by nature more often inclined towards things and ideas than people and feelings, so it is often 
harder for them to develop Philia in the first place, but they do have feelings and are still made for human connection.  

A world that says that love past a certain level of emotional and spiritual intimacy must or should involve physical intimacy or sexual 
feelings is a real threat to healthy friendship, especially for boys. As youths mature, their capacity for a richer inner life and thus deeper 
friendships develops in parallel with the capacity for (healthy) Eros and Agape, and all this spiritual and psychological growth occurs 
alongside (or slightly behind) having to navigate the new dimension of carnal potency and appetite. A culture that ignores the full depth of 
the spiritual desire to love and be loved, or twists and conflates it overmuch with carnal expressions leaves young people in aporia—a 
situation where there seems no way out, Boys especially: slower as they tend to be to trust others with their inner life and feelings, but 
wanting to love and be loved as much as anyone.  

The worst scenario, of course, is that this relational aporia leaves them vulnerable to predation: Avuncular “mentoring” of conflicted or love-
starved youths by older peers or even abusive adults is a not-infrequent pattern of initiating them into aberrant behaviors and philosophies 
(sexual or otherwise). However, even in less horrific and more common experiences, boys can grapple with a desire to love and be loved by 
their friends more but, due to the death of Philia, lack the concepts needed to know what to do about it, as the only next step the world has 
taught or shown them is romance. So, youths might question if their deepening affection for friends is a sign of (disordered) sexual desire; 
this is probably not so, but it does play into the social agenda. Even if they reject that sexual confusion, conflating Eros and Philia can still 
lead to an unhealthy bottling up of their inner lives and desires for deeper love, settling for pleasure and distraction elsewhere, and the cycle 
of risking and trusting others that builds up Philia hits a ceiling. Thus, many boys and young men may have lots of buddies, but don’t know 
how to make—or that they can even have—incredibly deep same-sex friendships that have nothing to do with romance. Again, girls 
experience these things too, but in their own way and with nuances and pitfalls that I frankly know less about. 

Parents should be aware of all this, and form their children in spite of this and other lies of our culture.  

In Christ, 

Fr Thompson 

Financial Stewardship 

Weekly Offering     

                      St.              St.  
            Columban       Peter 

Weekly Goal     $5,762   $712 
January 30         $3,152   $281 
 

Thank You for Your Generous Support! 
 

 
As of: November 15, 2021 

 

3 Year Goal for St. Columban: $307,368 
Total Pledged: $116,169  38% of Goal 

3 Year Goal for St. Peter: $54,327 
Total Pledged: $26,897 50% of Goal 
 

 

PARISH STAFF  
Fr. Brian Thompson               Priest Administrator  
Ext.6          frthompson@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Holly Dodd                                          Bookkeeper 
Ext. 4                   holly@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Katie Hennigan                           Faith Formation  
Ext. 3                    katie@saintcolumbanyelm.org  

Jennifer Langham   Music, Liturgy & Admin Support 
Ext. 2               jennifer@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Steven Slater,               St. Columban Maintenance 
                           steven@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Gilberto Espino                   St. Peter Maintenance 
                        gilberto@saintcolumbanyelm.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Introducing the  

St. Columban Parish Library 

Located in the Religious Ed Bldg 

Open during Office Hours and  
Sundays before and after the 

10:30AM Mass. 

SAINT COLUMBAN  
PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Judith Cusick (Chairperson),  

Sheila Johnson, Jerome Didier,  

Joseph Judge, Dennis Stumpf 

parishoffice@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

SAINT PETER  
ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Sherry Bachmann (Chairperson),  

Marilyn Ritter, Bernie Schwarz,  

Bob Bacon, Diane Weston,  

stpeteradvisory@saintcolumbanyelm.org 



Thanks to our advertisers listed on the back of this bulletin! They make this publication available to the Parish at no cost to us. 

In Our Prayers 

Loving God, we join with others of your 

people here asking you to hold in Your hands 

all of our homebound brothers and sister and 

those who have asked for our  

prayers: 

Joseph Waters 

Jessica Nash 

Maria Luisa Fregoso 

Paul Hennigan 

Pam Henslee 

Mary Taylor 

Lindy Parse 

+ All those in harm’s way.  

+ For all those impacted by recent natural 

disasters. 

+ For all those affected by the Coronavirus 

and for all first responders and caregiv-

ers. 

Rest In Peace 

Don Troyer 

All the souls in purgatory, especially those 
who have no one to pray for them. 

 

To add a name please contact the parish office.  

All submissions must have permission from 

the named individual or an authorized family 

member for privacy purposes. 

Faith Formation 

Bonus Bulletin Content! 

To save on printing, some extra bulletin content will now be exclusively found in the online edition of our bulletin, which is also emailed weekly to parishioners. Sign 

up at flocknote.com/saintcolumbanyelm or visit our website saintcolumbanyelm.org 

 

 

 

Please contact the parish office for more 
information, the latest updates, and  

schedule changes. 

February 14 Rosary Prayer Group 

7:00PM  St. Columban 
 

 

February 15 Daily Mass   

9:00AM St. Columban 

6:30PM  Spanish Prayer Group 

  Parish Hall 

 

February 16 Daily Mass   

9:00AM St. Columban 

 

February 17 Daily Mass   

9:00AM St. Columban  
 

Bible Study 

10:00AM St. Peter (Tenino) 

6:30PM  St. Columban 

  RE Bldg. Rm. 103 

 

February 18 Daily Mass   

9:00AM St. Columban  

 

February 19 Confession   

3:30-4:15PM St. Columban 

5:00PM Vigil Mass 

  St. Columban 
 

 

February 20  67h Sunday OT Year C 

ST. PETER MISSION TENINO 

7:30-7:45AM Confession  

8:00AM Mass 
 

ST. COLUMBAN 

10:30AM Mass  

No Religious Ed or Confirmation Classes 

 

Knights of Columbus  

Council 17152 
 

February 16 Council Meeting 
6:00PM                  Parish Hall  

 

March 8   Monthly Meeting 
10:00AM Parish Hall 

CHILDREN’S PRAYERS  
For the month of January, an average 
of 11children in our Faith Formation 
program prayed  507 prayers every 

week.  Keep up the good work faith-
ful young prayer warriors!   

Do your children know their basic prayers?  Here are 
some to work on memorizing for February. 

For older kids grades 2nd and up: 
Act of Contrition-- My God, I am sorry for my sins 
with all my heart. In choosing to do wrong and fail-
ing to do good, I have sinned against you whom I 
should love above all things. I firmly intend, with 
your help, to do penance, to sin no more, and to avoid 
whatever leads me to sin. Our Savior Jesus Christ 
suffered and died for us. In his name, my God, have 
mercy. 
 
For younger kids (pre- First Communion):  Hail 
Mary- Hail Mary, Full of grace, the Lord is with 
thee, blessed are though among women and blessed is 
the fruit of your womb Jesus.  Holy Mary, Mother of 
God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our 
death, Amen.    

 

Join us for RCIA Tuesdays at 
6:30 in room 103 of the Reli-
gious Education building. 

RCIA topic for this week is: 
Pillars of Catholic Social Teaching 

 

RCIA is open to all adult learners including, but 
not limited to, those seeking sacraments of initia-

tion (Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirma-
tion).  Please contact Katie Hennigan in the Faith 

Formation office for additional information. 
katie@saintcolumbanyelm.org  

360-458-3031x3  

ALTAR SOCIETY 
 

        Cleaning the Church 
         Every Thursday after Daily Mass 

 

St. Vincent de Paul 
 

February 17 Monthly Meeting 
7:00PM   Parish Hall    

St. Peter’s Circle 
 

March 8  Monthly Meeting 
9:30AM  St. Peter Mission/Tenino 

Faith Formation: Grades K-12 

• K-5 Sundays from 9-10:15AM 

• Confirmation Classes on Sundays from  
12-1:15PM 

Please see the parish website for a complete 
class schedule 

PARISH MINISTRIES 

For more information or to sign-up 

to volunteer with any of these  

ministries, please contact the  

parish office. 

mailto:katie@saintcolumbanyelm.org






 

 
 

 

    BAZAAR 
Saturday April 30, 2022 

9AM- 2PM In the Parish Hall 

 

If you are able to donate or volunteer, please see Dawn Bauer or email 

daughtersofmary@saintcolumbanyelm.org. 

Volunteers Needed 

Do you love books? 

Do you love gardening? 

 

WE NEED YOU! 
 

We also need volunteers to help 

with set-up, take-down and to 

assist with the bake sale. 

Donations Needed 
Plants & Starts – Any variety of vegetable or herb 

and of course flowers.  Please be sure to label 

what they are.  Please drop off no earlier than 

Friday April 29th in the Parish Hall. 

Bake Sale Items – Non-refrigerated items only. 

Please make sure items are individually wrapped 

and marked if they contain any kind of nut or are 

if they are gluten free. Please drop off no earlier 

than Friday April 29th in the Parish Hall. 

Book Sale Items – Gently used books, blank 

stationery and cards, etc.  Please use the bin 

located in the narthex. 

All donations will be considered to be free-will and will be 

used, re-purposed, or donated elsewhere after the bazaar 

at the discretion of the Daughters of Mary. 



     Lenten Events & Easter Masses  
     2022       

       
                                 March 2nd 

              9AM Mass @ St. Peter Mission 

                       7PM Mass @ St. Columban 
                     
 

 
 

  
 

  

 

                                     Palm Palm Sunday – April 10th    

                                        8AM Mass @ St. Peter’s 

10:30AM Mass @ St. Columban 
 

 

Holy Thursday – April 14th     
7PM Mass @ St. Columban 
Adoration to follow in the Parish Hall 

 

Good Friday – April 15th  

7PM Service @ St. Columban 
With Veneration of the Cross 

 

Easter Vigil – April 16th    

8PM Mass @ St. Columban  

 
Initiation & Baptism for RCIA Candidates 
 

 

Easter Sunday– April 17th     

8AM Mass @ St. Peter   

10:30AM Mass @ St. Columban  

 
Please visit our parish website for more information 

saintcolumbanyelm.org 

PRAYER 
Friday Stations of the 

Cross 
 

St. Columban 
6:00PM in the Church 

Good Friday: 3:00PM 
 

St. Peter 
6:00PM in the Church 

Good Friday: 3:00PM 

 

Tenebrae 
Wednesday April 13th 

7:00PM at St. Columban 
 

Join us in this century old 
tradition of the Office of 

Readings by candlelight on the 
eve of the Triduum. 

 

PENANCE 
Confession 

Fridays during Lent staring 

March 4th @ St. Columban 

5:30PM to 6:30PM 
(During Stations of the Cross) 

 

No Confession on Good 

Friday 
 

Sundays @ St. Peter 

7:30-7:45AM 

 

 

ALMSGIVING 
 

We are accepting donations 

to St. Vincent de Paul this 

year in absence of our 

customary Soup Suppers.  



 

Join hundreds of high school youth on a day-long experience for an opportunity to encounter God 

and deepen their understanding and love of our faith. Due to COVID safety, we are pleased to have 

this event at Camp Don Bosco, which will allow for many outdoor activities, including keynotes from 

national speakers.  Visit https://archseattle.org/event/catholic-youth-convention-spring-2022 to 

register.  Registration closes March 4th! 

Saturday March 12, 2022 

9:00 am - 6:00 pm 

Camp Don Bosco, Carnation, WA (about 1.5hr drive from Yelm) 

Cost: $30.00 youth /$15.00 adult/chaperone  

Contact the parish office for information about scholarships and ride share opportunities for this event. 

   Love to           
  Garden? 

Join the Altar Society & our Maintenance Team on Tuesdays to help maintain our 

grounds and flowerbeds.  There are a variety of jobs available such as pulling weeds, 

raking, mowing, pruning, etc.  This is also a great opportunity for youth seeking 

community service hours! 

 

See Virginia Damron or Steve Slater or contact the parish office for more information 

on how you can help. 

https://archseattle.org/event/catholic-youth-convention-spring-2022




F0RMED

® 

PICK OF THE WEEK 

BELOVED-SESSION 1: 

DOES MA RRIAGE MATTER? 

Happy Feast of St. Valentine! This 
Valentine's Day, remind yourself 
of the beauty of the Sacrament of 
Marriage with the Beloved series, 
presented by the Augustine 
Institute. 

February 13, 2022 

FORMED NOW! 

HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE 

HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE 

Are you looking to take your spiritual 
life deeper this Lent? There's no 
better place to start than the Lord's 
Word. Join Dr. Gray and Dr. Giszczak 
as they explain how to study and 
devote yourself to Scripture! With Dr. Tim Gray and 

Dr. Mark Giszczak 
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MY BELOVED SON: 

MEDITATIONS FOR LENT 

F0RMED 
flow. 

BY BISHOP ROBERT BA RRON 

Lent is a season of discipline where we 
focus on prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. 
In five riveting homilies, join Bishop 
Barron as he describes the spiritual 
disciplines we undertake during Lent. 

MY BELOVED 

SON 
LENT 
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Speak the Language of Love
February 13, 2022

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Photo: Adobe Stock

The best way to find love is to follow Jesus’ example of offering it as a gift.
Take some time this week to talk with your family about the best ways to share 

love with one another. 

At Home with
ARCHDIOCESE OF SEATTLE

Read
Jeremiah 17:5-8

Blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord.

Psalm 1

The Lord watches over the way of the just.

1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20

Christ is our hope for resurrection.

Luke 6:17, 20-26

Blessed are those who give for others.

Take time to read and reflect 
on the Scriptures for 

this day.

Don’t have access to a Bible? 
Visit www.usccb.org/bible/readings 

or download an app such as Laudate 
or iBreviary to access the 

Mass readings. 

This week, as St. Valentine’s Day approaches, the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
encourages us to celebrate National Marriage Week.
The purpose is to remind us that love is a gift from God 
meant to be given to others and to grow in our ability to 
share this gift. 

The Beatitudes we hear in this Sunday’s Gospel do a 
better job of describing love than many popular 
depictions that mistake love as nothing more than a 
feeling. Check out the resources on the National Marriage 
Week website and share with your family the true 
meaning of love. 

Conversa

Photo: Adobe Stock

https://www.nationalmarriageweekusa.org/
https://www.nationalmarriageweekusa.org/


At Home withFaith
ARCHDIOCESE OF SEATTLE

Talk
Discover and share one another’s love language: 

• Discover your love language: Take the Love Language Quiz and 
learn about the different “love languages,” which are different ways 
that you like to experience and share love. These include acts of 
service, receiving gifts, quality time, words of affirmation, and 
physical touch. Reflect a little on what you learned from the quiz.

• Thank your family for sharing love with you in the way you like 
best: Think back to a time when your family spoke to you in your 
preferred “love language.” Tell them how you appreciated it: “I really 
appreciated when you took a walk with me. I love it when we spend 
time together.”

• Encourage your family to take the love language quiz: Guide your 
family to take the quiz also. There’s an option on the site to guide a 
child through the quiz with age-appropriate questions.

• Talk about the results: Find out if your family members found the 
quiz helpful. Ask them what they learned about themselves and each 
other.

• Speak their language: Apply what you learned once today with each 
member of your family. Take steps to speak to each member of your 
family in their love language.

Here are some reflection 
questions to help you have 
Great Conversations with 

the whole family.

"It is clear that [St.] Paul wants to stress that love 
is more than a mere feeling. Rather, it should be 

understood along the lines of the Hebrew verb ‘to 
love’; it is ‘to do good’. As Saint Ignatius of 

Loyola said, 'Love is shown more by deeds than 
by words’. It thus shows its fruitfulness and allows 

us to experience the happiness of giving, the 
nobility and grandeur of spending ourselves 

unstintingly, without asking to be repaid, purely 
for the pleasure of giving and serving." 

Amoris Laetitia (The Joy of Love) #94 

Pope Francis reminds us that love is "to do the good.” 
Jesus also guides us in the same way through the 
Beatitudes, by telling us that we are more blessed 
when we give than when we receive. In moments when 
we feel a lack of love, often the best thing to do is to 
act: to resolve to do the loving thing for the people 
God has entrusted to our care.  

This may require us to offer love to our family in the 
ways they find most helpful, rather than the ways we 
feel inclined. That’s OK, because we often find that, 
surprisingly, the best way to find love is by giving it 
away. 

For more resources, visit us online at:

https://marriagefamilylife.seattlearchdiocese.org/athomewithfaith

For more on the Year of the Family, visit 
https://archseattle.org/yof

The best way to find love is by 
giving it away. 

Photo: Shutterstock

https://www.5lovelanguages.com/quizzes
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 13, 2022
Sunday: Jer 17:5-8/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4, 6 [40:5a]/1 Cor 15:12, 16-20/Lk 6:17, 

20-26

Monday: Jas 1:1-11/Ps 119:67, 68, 71, 72, 75, 76/Mk 8:11-13 

Tuesday: Jas 1:12-18/Ps 94:12-13a, 14-15, 18-19/Mk 8:14-21

Wednesday: Jas 1:19-27/Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5/Mk 8:22-26  

Thursday: Jas 2:1-9/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Mk 8:27-33  

Friday: Jas 2:14-24, 26/Ps 112:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Mk 8:34—9:1 

Saturday: Jas 3:1-10/Ps 12:2-3, 4-5, 7-8/Mk 9:2-13 

Next Sunday: 1 Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13 [8a]/ 
1 Cor 15:45-49/Lk 6:27-38 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2022  |  6TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

LIVE THE LITURGY  
Inspiration for the week 

The human heart will always find itself wanting unless it finds its 
rest in God. Many people haven’t yet figured out that pursuing 
purely secular ideologies and interests and side stepping their 
relationship with God causes them to fall short of their potential. 
When we seek our satisfaction, seek our strength, and establish 
priorities based entirely on the things of this world, we come up 
empty. There is never enough and we are always reaching for more. 
We develop distorted senses of justice, lose our moral axis, and 
lower our benchmarks for change, growth, and development. That 
is why knowing the beatitudes and God’s vision they contain is so 
important. They remind us that our consumption, success driven 
lives can actually hurt and exploit others; quickly moving us away 
from God’s idea of how things need to look. God ultimately will 
set things straight. We can assist in that mission now by trusting, 
hoping, and looking to God for our cues for how to live, set goals 
for ourselves and discern the best way to share this world with our 
brothers and sisters.

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 13, 2022
Sunday:  6th Sunday in Ordinary Time; World Marriage Day

Monday: Sts. Cyril, Monk, and Methodius, Bishop; Valentine’s Day

Thursday: The Seven Holy Founders of the Servite Order

Next Sunday: 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time

©LPi

SAINT OF THE WEEK
The history of St. Conrad of Piacenza is 
quite fascinating. A member of one of 
the most noble families of Piacenza, he 
was known for his utmost honesty. One 
day while out hunting with friends, he 
thought he saw some game in an area of 
brush and ordered his attendants to set 
fire to the brush in order to scare it out 
of hiding. Unfortunately, the dry brush 
quickly ignited, and fire started to spread. 
Soon, the surrounding area was engulfed 
in flames. 

Unfortunately, a known arsonist 
happened to be in the same area as the 
fire. This man was later imprisoned, tried, 
and condemned to death for the damage. 
But on his way to his execution, St. 
Conrad of Piacenza, full of guilt, stopped 
the proceedings and confessed to the 
fire. To make restitution for the damages, 
Conrad had to sell all his belongings, 
which reduced him to poverty. Soon after, 
he decided to retire to a hermitage, where 
he became a hermit of the Third Order of 
St. Francis, and his wife entered the Order 
of Poor Clares.

WEEKLY PRAYER



SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2022  |  6TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING 
Blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD,

    whose hope is the LORD. (Jer 17:7)

PSALM
Blessed are they who hope in the Lord. 

(Ps 1)

SECOND READING
If the dead are not raised, neither has 

Christ been raised,
   and if Christ has not been raised, your 

faith is vain. (1 Cor 15:16-17)

GOSPEL
“Blessed are you who are poor,

     for the kingdom of God is yours.” 
(Lk 6:20)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 
1998, 1970 CCD.  The English translation of Psalm 
Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 
1997, International Commission on English in the 

Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

GOSPEL MEDITATION   
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture
What has been the most difficult challenge you faced in your life? Many difficult 
human experiences can “turn up the heat” in our lives, causing us to question the 
why of things or even fall into despair. Some people just somewhat passively accept 
what life brings, even death, and chalk difficult experiences up to happening “because 
they do.” They seemingly endure and move on. Taking life at face value, there really is 
no ultimate meaning to things. It’s easier to ignore that inner prompting calling us to 
understand why. It’s there whether we admit it or not. To question or not to question 
— that is the question! People sometimes give up the God search because it causes 
too many questions. Once we open the door to the possibility of God’s existence, 
then all of the awkward, challenging, and tragic pieces of life have to find their place.

It gets messy. But the search is so important to living. We can easily dry up and 
become arid, abandoning any hope for purpose and meaning because it’s too 
difficult and non-rational at times. In searching for answers to the how and why of 
life, human beings also embark on a search for God. When one finally stumbles 
upon the real living tangible presence of God, then that discovery allows life’s ironies 
and tensions to be held side by side with the all-encompassing totally unconditional, 
unmerited love of God! Then when life’s heat gets turned up, difficulties and 
challenges abound, dryness and heartache become the norm, the soul remains in 
joyful repose. There is no fear.

The beatitudes celebrate life’s ironies and tensions, holding them all together in the 
Kingdom of God. Poverty, hunger, weeping, being insulted and hated are not things 
we would normally associate with being God’s friends. But they are! In fact, those who 
experience these uncomfortable realities of life are actually better off than those who 
do not. This is what makes Jesus’ message so intriguing! Don’t give up questioning. 
Questioning the apparent inequities and polarities of human experience will certainly 
challenge one’s faith. But it’s the only way to deepen it.

©LPi

©LPi

WORSHIP & MEDITATION



WHY DO WE DO THAT? 
Catholic Life Explained:  
 
Question: 
How can a priest counsel people about 
marriage when he has never been married? 

Answer: 
If a marriage counselor is in a bad marriage 
does that mean that he or she will be a 
bad counselor? If one’s counseling ability 
depended upon first-hand experience, 
would that require counselors to be perfect 
before they can help others? Obviously not. 
Some of the skills necessary to help others 
do come out of personal life experience. 
But you don’t need personal, first-hand 
experience in order to understand 
something. We would not think that a 
doctor, who is an oncologist, would not be 
able to treat cancer because he himself has 
never been sick. We also would not expect 
every doctor to treat cancer. It is the same 
with priests. 

Essentially marriage is a relationship and 
we’ve all been involved in different kinds of 
relationships: in our family, with our friends, 
and with God. And so counseling people 
about marriage is really helping them to 
look at the issues that really are part of 
their relationship, finding ways to better 
understand themselves in relationship to 
one another and in relationship to God. In 
many ways a priest’s training, background, 
and experience, as well as his personal 
knowledge of many different relationships 
in families and couples, gives him a broad 
background from which to draw upon. Most 
priests are quite capable of helping couples 
prepare for marriage and discussing the 
issues that are important as they begin 
their life together. And they do not do it 
alone. With the help of married couples and 
specially trained counselors, most parishes 
offer a very good preparation for the 
sacrament of marriage.
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PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING
Our parish is grateful for your continued support. Thank you!

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments
Planted Near Water 
We all know that there are times when life can feel, as Jeremiah writes, empty and wasted. 
There are moments when we think we resemble a barren bush, thirsting in the desert sun. 
 
That’s why it is imperative for us to know the location of our water source. I promise you, it’s 
closer than you think. God never planted a seed in barren ground. 
 
For me, it’s the Mass. Going to Mass is where I find total peace and renewal. I don’t have any 
great theological explanation for this — Mass is simply where I can truly rest in God for a 
time, where nothing and no one in the world can touch me. And wouldn’t you know it, it’s in 
the toughest times that I need Mass the most — that my roots stretch harder for that water. 
 
Woe to the rich, says Jesus — woe to the popular, to the content, to the happy. It’s not 
because He hates to see us smile. It’s because He knows our humanity. He knows our 
limitations. He knows that when things are going really well, we often stop looking for God. 
 
What replenishes you as a disciple, as a steward, as a Christian? If it feels far away or hard to 
reach, why is that? How can you bring it closer? 
 
We are all trees planted near water, to yield our fruit in due season. Let’s pray for the 
strength to know where our water source is, and to seek it both in good times and in bad.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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SUPPORT OUR  
LOCAL ADVERTISERS

Our advertisers need your help  
during these difficult times!

Please show your support for 
your parish by also supporting 
our advertisers. We wouldn’t 
be able to bring you our 
bulletin every week without 
them, and right now they need 
your help more than ever. 
Please encourage and remind 
others to show their support 
and shop local during these 
hard times!
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QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
Invite Parishioners to Reflect and Respond to Scripture

First Reading
The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the blessings and good fortunes one receives by 
trusting in the Lord. How have you seen this reward present in your life?

Second Reading
Paul challenged those in Corinth who did not believe that Christ rose from the dead. 
In what ways do you defend the faith with unbelievers? 

Gospel Reading
In presenting both divine blessings and woes to his disciples, Jesus emphasizes a 
great reversal of these conditions in the future. What does this teach us about God’s 
sense of justice?

“Blessed are you when 
people hate you, 

and when they exclude and 
insult you, 

and denounce your name as 
evil 

on account of the Son of 
Man. 

Behold, your reward will be 
great in heaven.”

- Lk 6:22, 23b 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass  
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“Blessed are 
you who are 
now hungry,

for you will be 
satisfied.

Blessed are 
you who are 

now weeping,

for you will 
laugh.”

- Lk 6:21

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass 
©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
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SHARING THE GOSPEL
One day in heaven, God 

will reward you for all the 
loving things you do. When 

you clean up the dishes 
without being asked, God 
sees. If other people are 

mean to you because you 
love Jesus, God sees. God 

will be so happy to see you 
in heaven!

PRAYER
Dear God, help me love 

you with my whole heart. 
Help me do things that will 

make you smile.

MISSION  
FOR THE WEEK

Are any of your neighbors 
lonely? Go out of your way 

to show Jesus’ love 
to those people.
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Read the Gospel of the week and color the image.

CYCLE C
Can you draw this angel from heaven identical 
to the fi rst drawing?

Are any of your neighbors lonely? Go out of 
your way to show Jesus’ love to those people.

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time  •  Luke 6:17, 20-26

KIDS CORNER
READ THE 

GOSPEL AND 
COMPLETE A 

PUZZLE!

Can you draw this angel from heaven identical  
to the first drawing?



   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Columban, Yelm, WA A 4C 05-1744

360-458-2255
“Thursday Nights All You 

Can Eat Beer Battered 
Fish & Chips 

w/Cole Slaw  $11.99”
210 NE 103rd Ave •Yelm

Contact Steve Swenson
to place an ad today!
sswenson@4LPi.com
or (800) 950-9952 x5815


