
We are a Catholic faith community 
that seeks to place God first, to know 

Him, and to grow in holiness 
together. We strive to live the Gospel 

through the Eucharist, in our 
teaching and way of life. 

We belong to Christ, not ourselves

December 5, 2021 
2nd Sunday of Advent  

St. Columban Parish 
506 First St. S. Yelm, WA 98597 

360-458-3031  

Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday 9:00AM –2:00PM 
parishoffice@saintcolumbanyelm.org 
Website: www.saintcolumbanyelm.org 

 
 

 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil: 5:00PM 
Sunday: 10:30AM 
Daily Mass: Tues—Fri 9AM *except 1st Fridays  
Rosary is said 30min prior to each Mass 

Sacraments 
Anointing of the Sick: Following First  
Friday Devotions or by Appointment 
Confession: Saturdays 3:30—4:30PM 
First Friday Devotions: 6:30PM 
The church may be opened upon request  
during office hours for private prayer. 

See Calendar on Page 3 for current schedule  
and updates 
 

St. Vincent De Paul 
Providing emergency assistance for those in 
need. 

Help Line: 360-458-1904 

St. Peter Mission  
149 Keithahn St. S, Tenino, WA 98589 

For administrative assistance  please  
contact St. Columban 

 

Mass Schedule 
Sunday  8:00 AM 
Rosary is said 30min prior to Mass 

Sacraments 
Confession: Sundays 7:30 -7:45AM 
First Friday Devotions: 9:00AM 
Anointing of the Sick: Following First  
Friday Devotions or by appointment 

 

MASS ATTENDANCE 
In obedience to the most recent guidelines from the Archdiocese, public 
Mass at our parish is held with the following safety measures in place.   

 Masks are required at this time unless you have a medical exemption 
 Seating is on a first come first served basis, if you wish to remain 

distanced from others you may do so at your own discretion. 
 Hand Sanitizer is provided 

Today’s Readings 

Entrance Antiphon: O people of Sion, behold the Lord will come to save 
the nations, and the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard in the joy 
of your heart. 

1st Reading: Baruch 5:1-9 

Responsorial Psalm: The Lord has done great things for us, we are filled 
with joy. 

2nd Reading: Philippians1:4-6,8-11 

Gospel Acclamation: Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his 
paths, al flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

Gospel: Luke 3: 1-6 

Communion Antiphon: Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights, and 
behold the joy which comes to you from God. 

motherofisraelshope.org 

mailto:www.saintcolumbanyelm.org


 

Receiving Communion 

 

Familiarity can breed casualness (though, in this case, hopefully not contempt), and over time perhaps our awareness of such a great gift as 
the Eucharist can slip into being taken for granted. As a priest, I know this well; it is often a struggle for me not to allow the celebration of 

the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass to become automatic and unreflective, which can lead to irreverent and sloppy liturgies. Routine, however, 
can become a tool rather than a burden if we make sure the routine we establish is not casual or lax, but rather ritual and reverent. If we 
habitually treat holy things as holy, we will find that even when in human weakness we are not fully present in mind or spirit for any reason, 

we will nonetheless remain very open to grace through the ritualization of our right-relationship to God and his holy mysteries. 

One core way we do this as Christians is worthily receiving Holy Communion. If we pay attention and receive Our Lord well, it will bear 
much fruit in our lives of faith. 

The first step to worthy reception is proper disposition. If we are in a state of Mortal Sin, we have put ourselves out of communion with 

Christ and his Church; this must be rectified though the Sacrament of Penance before we can approach Holy Communion; we must also 
observe the Eucharistic Fast of one hour before receiving so that at least a little hunger might be with us, highlighting that the Eucharist is 

true food and drink. 

 
As for physically receiving Communion: Whether you stand, or take the traditional option to kneel, make sure you are very close to the 

minister and your head is still, your mouth open, and your tongue extended fully enough to be an easy target for the priest (yes, stick your 
tongue out! It is not undignified to ensure the Host will not be accidentally dropped). It is also important to respond to the minister saying 

“the Body of Christ” with a clear “Amen” (Silence or some other response is not correct). 

In the United States, we also have special permission from Rome to allow reception in the hand. If you do choose to receive Holy 
Communion in the hand, make sure your hands are held fully open and level, one hand under the other, close enough to the minister and 

hands held high enough that the minister may easily and securely place the Body of Christ in your top hand. After the minister places the 
Host in your hand, use your lower hand to pick up the Host and reverently eat it; make sure you consume any crumbs as well. However, keep 
in mind that since this takes two hands, if you have only one hand available, you typically must receive on the tongue (during the plague, I 

suppose one can only try to avoid carrying objects or children in the Communion line). 

Finally, eat the Host immediately: Never walk away with a Host! Our ministers and ushers have been instructed to confront and even 
demand the return of hosts from those who do not present themselves properly and immediately consume the Eucharist. We cannot risk the 

Blessed Sacrament being desecrated, even accidentally, much less taken (innocently or nefariously) by someone who should not have it! 

In Christ,  

Fr Thompson 

 

Financial Stewardship 

Weekly Offering     

                      St.              St.  
            Columban       Peter 

Weekly Goal     $5,762   $712 
November 21    $4,252   $570 
 

 

Thank You for Your Generous Support! 
 

As of: November 15, 2021 
 

3 Year Goal for St. Columban: $307,368 
Total Pledged: $116,169  38% of Goal 

3 Year Goal for St. Peter: $54,327 
Total Pledged: $26,897 50% of Goal 
 

PARISH STAFF  

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Fr. Brian Thompson,                  Priest Administrator  
Ext.6               frthompson@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Patricia Selsor,                                         Bookkeeper  
Ext.2                           pat@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Katie Hennigan,                               Faith Formation  
Ext. 3                        katie@saintcolumbanyelm.org  

Jennifer Langham   Music, Liturgy & Admin Support 
Ext. 5                   jennifer@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Steven Slater,                  St. Columban Maintenance 
                               steven@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Gilberto Espino                       St. Peter Maintenance 
                             gilberto@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

SAINT COLUMBAN  
PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Judith Cusick (Chairperson),  

Sheila Johnson, Jerome Didier,  

Joseph Judge, Dennis Stumpf 

parishoffice@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

SAINT PETER  
ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Sherry Bachmann (Chairperson),  

Marilyn Ritter, Bernie Schwarz,  

Bob Bacon, Diane Weston,  

stpeteradvisory@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

The St. Columban  

Giving Tree Project 

Helping Those In Need at Christmas 

 

Remember to stop by the Giving 

Tree in the Narthex to see how you 

can help those  most in need this 

Christmas Season. 

 

Be sure to return your gift cards no 

later than December 12th! 



Thanks to our advertisers listed on the back of this bulletin! They make this publication available to the Parish at no cost to us. 

In Our Prayers 

Loving God, we join with others of your 

people here asking you to hold in Your hands 

all of our homebound brothers and sister and 

those who have asked for our  

prayers: 

Joseph Waters 

Jessica Nash 

Maria Luisa Fregoso 

Paul Hennigan 

Pam Henslee 

Don Troyer 

Mary Taylor 

Mary Jo Jenkins 

Nicole & Garith Scherk 

+ All those in harm’s way.  

+ For all those affected by the Coronavirus 

and for all first responders and caregiv-

ers. 

 

Rest In Peace 

All the souls in purgatory, especially those 
who have no one to pray for them. 

 
 

To add a name please contact the parish office.  

All submissions must have permission from the 

named individual or an authorized family member 

for privacy purposes. 

Faith Formation 

Bonus Bulletin Content! 

To save on printing, some extra bulletin content will now be exclusively found in the online edition of our bulletin, which is also emailed weekly to parishioners. Sign 

up at flocknote.com/saintcolumbanyelm or visit our website saintcolumbanyelm.org 

 

 

 

Please contact the parish office for more information, 
the latest updates, and schedule changes. 

December 6 Rosary Prayer Group 

7:00PM  Kimball’s Ranch 
 

December 7 Daily Mass   

9:00AM St. Columban 

+In Memory of: Carl & Mary Maus RIP 

6:30PM  Spanish Prayer Group 

  Parish Hall 

December 8 NO DAILY MASS  
 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  

Holy Day of Obligation 

7:00PM  Mass @ St. Columban 

 

December 9 Daily Mass    

9:00AM St. Columban 

+In Memory of: Teresa Maus RIP 

Bible Study 

10:00AM St. Peter (Tenino) 

6:30PM  St. Columban 

  RE Bldg. Rm. 105 

December 10 Daily Mass   

9:00AM St. Columban 

+ In Memory of: Fr. Marion Roth RIP 

6:30PM  Vespers @ St. Columban 
   

December 11 Confession   

3:30-4:30PM St. Columban 

  Vigil Mass 

5:00PM  St. Columban 

December 12  3rd Sunday of Advent  

ST. PETER MISSION TENINO 

7:30-7:45AM Confession  

8:00AM Mass 
 

ST. COLUMBAN 

9:00-10:15AM Religious Ed Classes 

10:30AM Mass 

11:45AM Confirmation Classes 

  Year 1 

Knights of Columbus  

Council 17152 
 

December 15 Council Meeting 
6:00PM                  Parish Hall  

 

December 14 Christmas Party 
6:00PM  Parish Hall 

CHILDREN’S  
PRAYERS  

For the month of No-
vember, an average of 
_7_children in our 
Faith Formation pro-
gram prayed an aver-

age of  _645_ prayers every week.  Keep 
up the good work faithful young prayer 
warriors!  We are looking forward to see-
ing those numbers get bigger for Decem-
ber! 

“And the angel said to her in reply, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow 
you. Therefore the child to be born will 
be called holy, the Son of God.”              
         - Luke 1:35  

Join us for RCIA Tuesdays at 
6:30 in room 103 of the  

Religious Education building. 

RCIA Topic This Week     
                  Communion of the Saints I 

 

RCIA is open to all adult learners including, but 
not limited to, those seeking sacraments of initia-

tion (Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirma-
tion).  Please contact Katie Hennigan in the Faith 

Formation office for additional information. 
katie@saintcolumbanyelm.org  

360-458-3031x3  

ALTAR SOCIETY 
 

        Cleaning the Church 
         Every Thursday after Daily Mass 

 

St. Vincent de Paul 
 

December 16 Monthly Meeting 
7:00PM   Parish Hall    

St. Peter’s Circle 
 

January 11 Monthly Meeting 
9:30AM  St. Peter Mission/Tenino 

Faith Formation: Grades K-12 

• K-5 Sundays from 9-10:15AM 

• Confirmation Classes on Sundays from  
12-1:15PM 

Please see the parish website for a complete 
class schedule 

PARISH MINISTRIES 

For more information or to sign-up 

to volunteer with any of these  

ministries, please contact the  

parish office. 

mailto:katie@saintcolumbanyelm.org


+ November 10, 2021 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
 
Blessings and joy of our Lord be with each of you!  

Thank you to everyone who has worked so hard keeping our parishes and schools running so 
that we can continue our mission. Despite the challenges and darkness of this pandemic, we 
continue to bring the light of Christ to others as seen in our outreach ministries, food banks, 
visits to the homebound, prayer groups, faith formation, adoration, and much more. Thank you 
to all the volunteers, staff, students and others who have creatively nurtured our parish 
communities! You are His light in our world today. 

Our Coronavirus Taskforce has been tracking the latest science to inform the guidance we are 
issuing. As you know, this data has led to temporary changes to how we do things. These 
changes are warranted to keep people safe while not compromising the sanctity of the Mass. I 
remain firm in my resolve to keep our people safe — including the most vulnerable among us — 
so that we can continue safely celebrating the Eucharist.  
 
Since the beginning of the pandemic, we have celebrated tens of thousands of Masses with only a 
handful of cases of coronavirus spread, which have been traced to people not following our safety 
guidance. In general, this indicates that our protocols are effectively protecting people and 
providing a safe environment for worship. This is something for which we can be very grateful! 

As such, the general obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and holy days of obligation (including 
the Saturday/vigil Mass) is to be reinstated (CIC, can. 1247) during Advent on December 8, the 
solemnity of the Immaculate Conception. Advent is a wonderful time to draw near to Christ. It is 
time to renew our faith through personal reception of the sacraments and rebuild the 
relationships and community life of our parishes.  

As has always been the case, those who have a serious reason are excused from attending Mass 
on Sundays and holy days of obligation (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2181). This includes 
those who are ill, have significant health risk factors or care for someone who is ill or 
immunocompromised, as well as those who have significant fear or anxiety about contracting 
COVID in a large group. 

I invite you to come back to church. Be a part of our family of faith. Make the Lord’s Day a true 
celebration of the Resurrection, and a great celebration of being renewed in his life, mercy and 
love. I continue to pray for you, and I ask for your prayers as well. As always, I remain, 
 

In the Heart of Christ, 

 

Most Rev. Paul D. Etienne, DD, STL 

Archbishop of Seattle 



 

 

Join us for a 9-Day Novena Masses @ Sacred Heart Church Lacey 

in preparation for the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ!!! 

December 15 to 23, 2021 @ 7:00 PM each night 

Presider: Fr. Alex L. Ramos, Chaplain at Madigan Army Medical 

Center, JBLM 

For more information, please contact: 

Ted Zarate 360.870.9230 tvzarate@gmail.com 

Deacon Rey Ronquillo 360.791.9116 reymor345@comcast.net 
 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Columban will be hosting a Mass for Simbang Gabi 

Tuesday December 14th at 5:00PM. 
 

Please Join Us! 

mailto:tvzarate@gmail.com
mailto:reymor345@comcast.net


St. Columban 2021  

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Celebration 

Saturday December 11th 
10:00PM at the Parish Hall 

All Are Welcome! 

 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, also known as the Virgin of 
Guadalupe, is a Catholic title of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
associated with a Marian apparition and a venerated 

image. Thousands gather each year on Dec. 12 to celebrate the patron saint's birthday. Groups 
of folk dancers in traditional dress will accompany Our Lady in procession. 
  
The main purpose of the celebration is to bring the communities together who believe that the 
Mother of the Americas belongs to everybody, not just to Hispanics, but to everybody in 
America.   The celebration unites people from different cultures, because Our Lady of 
Guadalupe brings us to Christ, brings us to her son.   The celebration has a life and a vibrancy, 
the passion that the community has to be able to celebrate the Virgin and what she means to 
them and how she accompanies them through every road.  It’s an amazing experience; its 
colour, light, sound, bells, chanting, just a sea of humanity. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

COUNCIL 17152 







This actually happened
December 5, 2021

2nd Sunday of Advent

Photo: Shutterstock

Advent is a time to take a fresh look at the radical miracle of the incarnation. 
Jesus really and truly came and dwelled among us. He will do again if our hearts 

are open to receiving him.

At Home with
ARCHDIOCESE OF SEATTLE

Read Baruch 5:1-9

God is leading Israel in mercy and justice.

Psalm 126

The Lord has done great things for us.

Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11

The one who began a good work in you will complete it.

Luke 3:1-6

Prepare a way of the Lord! 

Take time to read and reflect 
on the Scriptures for 

this day.

Don’t have access to a Bible? 
Visit www.usccb.org/bible/readings 

or download an app such as Laudate 
or iBreviary to access the 

Mass readings. 

It’s important to teach our children the Gospels’ literary genre: 
history. Sourced and documented within the context of other 
historical events, the Gospels tell us things that really 
happened.  

When St. Luke specifies that St. John the Baptist’s ministry took 
place in the 15th year of the reign of Tiberius, he isn’t telling a 
story. He is reporting events. He wants us to know that God 
truly came to us in human form. He really wants to dwell in our 
world and our hearts.  

This good news comes with a challenge. Jesus really lived 
among us and he promised to return. How will we respond? Will 
we be ready to receive him? 

Conversa

Photo: Adobe Stock



At Home withFaith
ARCHDIOCESE OF SEATTLE

Talk
Ways to make the incarnation feel more real: 

•  Learn a little about First Century history: Every Catholic should 
learn a little about the history of the first century. We should know 
enough about the Roman Empire and its relationship to Israel to 
understand what Jesus is doing in the Gospels and what St. Paul is 
talking about in his letters. One easy resource is the simple biblical 
history section in the Catholic Study Bible. It’s less than 10 pages. 

•  Ask your child what they know about the time of Jesus: Once you 
have enough background, ask your child what they know about the 
Emperors Augustus and Tiberius and the world in which Jesus was 
born. See what your child knows. 

•  Let your child know what was going on when Jesus was born: 
Share with your child how most people in the world were paying 
close attention to the power of Caesar and the Roman empire, but 
some faithful people were watching and waiting for God to fulfil a 
promise he made to the Jewish people. 

•  Encourage your child to think about what God is doing in their life: 
Let your child know that, often, when the most important things are 
happening, not everyone is paying attention to the most important 
things. Encourage your child to think about what God might be doing 
in their life that other people might miss.  

Here are some reflection 
questions to help you have 
Great Conversations with 

the whole family.

“The covenant of love and fidelity lived by the Holy 
Family of Nazareth illuminates the principle which 

gives shape to every family and enables it better to 
face the vicissitudes of life … Every family, despite 
its weaknesses, can become a light in the darkness 
of the world. Nazareth teaches us the meaning of 
family life, its loving communion, its simple and 

austere beauty, its sacred and inviolable character. 
May it teach how sweet and irreplaceable is its 

training, how fundamental and incomparable its 
role in the social order.” 

Amoris Laetitia (The Joy of Love) #66 

In his reflection on the time in Nazareth before Jesus’ 
public ministry, Pope Francis reminds us that this quiet 
time was also a time of training. The Holy Family, living in 
a loving community, were preparing for Jesus to begin 
his public ministry. God himself took time to be with us in 
community before he was ready to form us. He took time 
to get to know his family, Nazareth, and the world of First 
Century Judea. This prepared Jesus and the Holy Family 
for Jesus’ public ministry.   

Check out Archbishop Etienne’s weekly reflection on 
Advent and other resources on the Advent Draw Near to 
Christ webpage. 

For more resources, visit us online at:

https://marriagefamilylife.seattlearchdiocese.org/athomewithfaith

For more on the Year of the Family, visit 
https://archseattle.org/yof

Pope Francis reminds us that this 
quiet time was also a time of 

training. 

Photo: Adobe Stock

https://archseattle.org/advent/
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 5, 2021
Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6

Monday: Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [cf. Is 35:4f]/Lk 
5:17-26

Tuesday: Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 13 [cf. Is 40:10ab]/Mt 
18:12-14

Wednesday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [1]/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 
1:26-38

Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab [8]/Mt 11:11-15

Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [cf. Jn 8:12]/Mt 11:16-19

Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-19 [4]/Mt 17:9a, 
10-13

Next Sunday:  Zep 3:14-18a/Is12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [6]/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2021  |  2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

LIVE THE LITURGY  
Inspiration for the week 
Sometimes, especially when life gets overwhelming and difficult, we can 
find ourselves feeling a bit downhearted and miserable. Wallowing in this 
uncomfortable darkness seems to be our norm and it’s difficult to see a 
way out of, or through, this experience. If we listen carefully enough, we 
will hear God’s voice calling out deep within, beckoning us to seek out its 
source and discover the inner calm and peace that can prevail over the 
darkness of despair. Faith tells us that God has already begun the creation 
of a good work in us and is with us, bringing it to completion, until Christ 
Jesus comes again. It is this light of God’s glory for which we are asked to 
pave the way and straighten the paths of our lives so that it can shine. 
With all that life can ask of us and bring to us, it is our task to constantly 
discern what is of value. So that we do not get so weighed down by things 
that we no longer see, or feel, God’s salvation. 

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 5, 2021
Sunday:  2nd Sunday of Advent

Monday: St. Nicholas, Bishop 

Tuesday: St. Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

Wednesday: The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Thursday: St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin

Friday:  Our Lady of Loreto 

Saturday: St. Damasus I, Pope  

Next Sunday: 3rd Sunday of Advent

©LPi

SAINT OF THE WEEK
St. Nicholas of Bari (March 15, 270 – 
December 6, 343), the bishop of Myra 
in the fourth century, is the saint that 
Santa Claus is modeled after. Known 
for his kindness and generosity to the 
poor, the story has it that St. Nicholas 
once tossed bags of gold through the 
open window of a poor man’s house 
to help his daughters avoid a life of 
prostitution. 

According to legend, the gold landed 
in stockings dangling on the corners 
of the beds, which is why many of us 
celebrate St. Nicholas Day by hanging 
stockings and filling them with candy, 
fruit, and small toys. 

Not much else is known about 
this beloved saint, but regardless, 
his reputation as a generous man 
continues today.

WEEKLY PRAYER
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FIRST READING 
For God will show all the earth 

your splendor:
    you will be named by God forever

    the peace of justice, the glory of God’s 
worship. (Bar 5:4)

PSALM
The Lord has done great things for us; we 

are filled with joy. (Ps 126)

SECOND READING
And this is my prayer:

    that your love may increase ever 
more and more 

    in knowledge and every kind 
of perception, 

    to discern what is of value, 
    so that you may be pure and blameless 

for the day of Christ. (Phil 1:9-10)

GOSPEL
The winding roads shall be made straight,

and the rough ways made smooth,
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

(Mk 7:37)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 
1998, 1970 CCD.  The English translation of Psalm 
Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 
1997, International Commission on English in the 

Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

GOSPEL MEDITATION   
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture
St. Ambrose shares some wisdom on our need to prepare the way and open the door for 
Christ. “You see that when the Word of God knocks hardest on your door, it is when his hair is 
wet with the dew of the night. In fact, he chooses to visit those who are in tribulation and trial, 
lest one of them be overwhelmed by distress. So, his head is covered with dew, with drops, 
when his body is laboring hard. It is important to keep watch so that when the Bridegroom 
comes, he is not shut out. If you are asleep and your heart is not keeping watch, he will go 
away without knocking; but if your heart is alert for his coming, he knocks and asks for the 
door to be opened to him.” When life gets overwhelming and difficult and we find ourselves 
feeling a bit downhearted and miserable, these words can bring great comfort.

We sometimes choose to remain stuck in our uncomfortable darkness and being stuck 
becomes our norm. In this time of self-focus our hearts are closed to the graces and life God 
desires to give us. Wrapped in the robe of mourning and misery, we fail to see the mercy, 
justice, and love the Bridegroom wants to bring. If we take seriously the need to prepare the 
way for Christ and open our hearts in preparation for his visit, we can hear God’s gentle voice 
calling us deep within. It beckons us to seek out its source and discover the inner calm and 
peace that can prevail over the darkness of despair. Sometimes our darkness is so dark that 
it may seem unsurmountable. Trusting in the spiritual friends who journey with us, and God’s 
promise may bring a glimmer of light even when it is most difficult to keep our hearts’ doors 
open. Sometimes, the only light in the darkness is found in trusting the faith of others both 
past and present.

We have to trust that God has already begun the accomplishment of good work in us and that 
humanity is on an incredible journey to something wonderful and awesome. God is not done. 
When we open the doors of our hearts, straighten the paths of our lives, and prepare the way, 
Jesus can come with God’s simple gifts of peace, grace, and joy. Life throws a great deal at us. 
It is easy to get tired and confused. We have to train our hearts to keep watch, discern what is 
of value, and forge ahead. Not allowing ourselves to become so weighed down by things and 
brought out of focus is a tremendous goal to achieve this Advent season. God is knocking. 
Answer the door. You will see and understand life in ways you never thought possible before.

©LPi

©LPi

WORSHIP & MEDITATION



WHY DO WE DO THAT? 
Catholic Life Explained: 

Question:
With Christmas fast approaching, can you 
give me some practical tips to prepare 
myself and my family that will help us stay 
grounded in what this holiday is really 
about? With all the commercialism, it’s easy 
to stray.

Answer:
Happy times and events bring fond 
memories and a renewed sense of love and 
kinship with others. The anticipation is half 
the joy of the event itself. The coming of the 
Lord is that kind of event that people have 
been looking forward to for generations 
with fervent hope and desire. It gave them 
strength and courage as they waited for the 
coming of the Lord.

We know that Christmas is rushed. Sales 
begin in August and carols blare long before 
the season begins. Everyone laments the 
commercial aspects of the season, but as 
Advent begins, do something to help you 
be more mindful of the Lord’s coming. 
Use an Advent wreath, or enthrone the 
Bible prominently, or read the readings 
from the Bible assigned to each day. 
Postpone the tree and decorations until 
closer to Christmas. Establish new family 
rituals, customs and prayers that help 
remind everyone that we are preparing to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus. Fasting, daily 
Mass, a special celebration of reconciliation, 
reaching out to those alienated from family 
or society, and visiting the homebound 
manifest the love of the Christ Child and the 
Holy Family. Resist the temptation to rush 
the season. In his own time and in his own 
way, God will come. Our task is simply to be 
watchful and ready.

©LPi
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PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING
Our parish is grateful for your continued support. Thank you!

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments
God’s Personal Assistants

If you have ever planned a large-scale event, whether it’s a musical performance or a 
religious conference, you may have dealt with someone’s personal assistant. Possibly this 
person would be a representative of the keynote speaker or the master of ceremonies 
for the local bishop; perhaps it’s even the staffer of a local politician or the lackey of a well-
known musical act.

Personal assistants are masters of stewardship — overseeing things in their boss’ 
absence. They prepare the way. This person’s job is to get everything ready for the person 
in charge, so that when he or she shows up — whoever he or she is — it’s smooth sailing 
for them to do whatever it is they need to do: sing, speak, pray, mingle, what-have-you. 
It’s usually a big job full of little things, a gig where attention to detail is key. 

God is the guest of honor in our life, the keynote speaker, the main event. And what He 
wants — what He needs — to do is to change our hearts. Constantly, over, and over, and 
over again. 

We are all His personal assistants in this endeavor. We need to prepare the way of the 
Lord, to make straight His paths. We need to make everything ready so that when He 
shows up — however He shows up, whether it’s in the form of a neighbor in need or a 
burning bush right in front of us — everything is ready for Him to do His job.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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SUPPORT OUR  
LOCAL ADVERTISERS

Our advertisers need your help  
during these difficult times!

Please show your support for 
your parish by also supporting 
our advertisers. We wouldn’t 
be able to bring you our 
bulletin every week without 
them, and right now they need 
your help more than ever. 
Please encourage and remind 
others to show their support 
and shop local during these 
hard times!
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QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
Invite Parishioners to Reflect and Respond to Scripture

First Reading
Baruch offers the captive Israelites in Babylon a vision of hope in which their broken 
relationship with God will be fully restored. What aspects of your relationship with God are in 
need of restoration? 

Second Reading
Paul offers an opening prayer of joy for the believers in the city of Philippi. As the season of 
Advent continues, what brings joy to your life?  

Gospel Reading
With Luke placing the preaching and activities of John the Baptist in its historical and political 
context, he communicates the idea that God is acting in real, human history. What do you see 
as the power of this assertion?

A voice of one crying 
out in the desert: 

“Prepare the way of 
the Lord, 

make straight his 
paths.”

- Lk 3:4 

 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass  
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“Every valley 
shall be filled

and every 
mountain and 

hill shall be 
made low.

The winding 
roads shall be 
made straight,

and the rough 
ways made 

smooth,

and all flesh 
shall see the 
salvation of 

God.”

- Lk 3:5-6

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass 
©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
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SHARING THE GOSPEL
Have you ever played a game 

where you asked for a “do-
over” so you could try again? 
When John told his neighbors 

to be baptized, he wanted them 
to have a second chance, A “do-
over.” He wanted to give them 
a fresh, clean start with God.

PRAYER
Dear God, when I find myself 

doing or saying things that you 
would not like, help me to stop 

and start over.

MISSION  
FOR THE WEEK

When you catch yourself 
being selfish, not following 
directions, or using hurtful 

words, stop. Say you’re sorry, 
ask for forgiveness, and then 

try again.
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KIDS CORNER
READ THE 

GOSPEL AND 
COMPLETE A 

PUZZLE!

Circle these words from today’s Gospel:

Read the Gospel of the week and color the image.

CYCLE C
Circle these words from today’s Gospel:

When you catch yourself being selfi sh, not 
following directions, or using hurtful words, 
stop. Say you’re sorry, ask for forgiveness, 
and then try again.

2nd Sunday of Advent  •  Luke 3:1-6



   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Columban, Yelm, WA A 4C 05-1744

360-458-2255
“Thursday Nights All You 

Can Eat Beer Battered 
Fish & Chips 

w/Cole Slaw  $11.99”
210 NE 103rd Ave •Yelm

Contact Rob Witte
to place an ad today!

rwitte@4LPi.com
or (800) 950-9952 x2501


