
We are a Catholic faith community 
that seeks to place God first, to know 

Him, and to grow in holiness 
together. We strive to live the Gospel 

through the Eucharist, in our 
teaching and way of life. 

We belong to Christ, not ourselves

December 26, 2021 
Feast of the Holy Family, Jesus, Mary, & Joseph 

St. Columban Parish 
506 First St. S. Yelm, WA 98597 

360-458-3031  

Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday 9:00AM –2:00PM 
parishoffice@saintcolumbanyelm.org 
Website: www.saintcolumbanyelm.org 

 
 

 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil: 5:00PM 
Sunday: 10:30AM 
Daily Mass: Tues—Fri 9AM *except 1st Fridays  
Rosary is said 30min prior to each Mass 

Sacraments 
Anointing of the Sick: Following First  
Friday Devotions or by Appointment 
Confession: Saturdays 3:30—4:30PM 
First Friday Devotions: 6:30PM 
The church may be opened upon request  
during office hours for private prayer. 

See Calendar on Page 3 for current schedule  
and updates 

St. Columban Prayer Chain: Confidential and 
private prayer chain.  Please contact the parish 
office to submit a request. 
 

St. Vincent De Paul 
Providing emergency assistance for those in 
need. 

Help Line: 360-458-1904 
Please leave your name, phone number, and 

St. Peter Mission  
149 Keithahn St. S, Tenino, WA 98589 

For administrative assistance please  
contact St. Columban 

 

Mass Schedule 
Sunday  8:00 AM 
Rosary is said 30min prior to Mass 

Sacraments 
Confession: Sundays 7:30 -7:45AM 
Daily Mass (First Fridays): 9:00AM 
Anointing of the Sick: by appointment MASS ATTENDANCE 

In obedience to the most recent guidelines from the Archdiocese, public 
Mass at our parish is held with the following safety measures in place.   

 Masks are required at this time unless you have a medical exemption 
 Seating is on a first come first served basis, if you wish to remain 

distanced from others you may do so at your own discretion. 
 Hand Sanitizer is provided 

Today’s Readings 

Entrance Antiphon: The shepherds went in haste  and found 
Mary and Joseph and the Infant lying in a manger. 

1st Reading: 1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28 

Responsorial Psalm: Blessed are they who dwell in you’re your 
house O Lord. 

2nd Reading: 1 John 3:1-2, 21-24 

Gospel Acclamation: Open our hearts O Lord, to listen to the 
words of your Son. 

Gospel: Luke 2: 41-52 

Communion Antiphon: God has appeared on earth and lived 
among us. 

motherofisraelshope.org 

https://www.stillromancatholicafteralltheseyears.com/ 

mailto:www.saintcolumbanyelm.org


 

Sacred Silence 

 

We Christians are a sacramental people, which goes beyond the fact that we celebrate our faith in those 7 visible 

signs that Christ left us to provide grace. Sacramentality needs to be a lens through which we approach our 

whole faith life, which means that we should plumb the depths of sensible experiences for the grace of God 

dwelling there in. Everything the Church provides for us to see, touch, taste, smell, or hear in our worship is 

quite intentional and full of meaning; Both in what the Church says must be provided, but also what she 

proposes we should refrain from bringing into the church. One of the most important, and experientially vivid, 

sorts of these absences is that of sound. I know it is cliché, but we live in such a noisy world; the Church desires 

that our churches not be places of such frenetic chaos but of peace and reflection. So, she mandates that there is 

a proper place for prayerful silence in the church: 

“…Even before the celebration itself, it is a praiseworthy practice for silence to be observed in the church, in the 

sacristy, in the vesting room, and in adjacent areas, so that all may dispose themselves to carry out the sacred 

celebration in a devout and fitting manner.” – General Instruction of the Roman Missal #45 

Loud conversation, noisy activity, applause, visiting with others, etc. are inappropriate, full stop. This is also true 

after Mass, as frequently people want to pray to God before they leave their pews (or before Mass begins), and 

loutish behavior by their neighbors robs them of that silence and peace. Obviously, dozens of people moving is 

going to create some shuffle and sound, but we should not add to it with the above activities or those like them.  

Now, I am as guilty as any, perhaps even more so. As a priest, I get so much exposure to sacred things so 

constantly that it can sometimes be difficult to remain as reverent as I ought to be and not let the holy become 

quotidian. I am working on this myself. I invite you all to join me in reevaluating how well we are doing in 

practicing and appreciating sacred silence. 

In Christ, 

Fr Thompson 

Financial Stewardship 

Weekly Offering     

                      St.              St.  
            Columban       Peter 

Weekly Goal     $5,762   $712 
December 12     $4,426     $635 
 

 

Thank You for Your Generous Support! 
 

As of: November 15, 2021 
 

3 Year Goal for St. Columban: $307,368 
Total Pledged: $116,169  38% of Goal 

3 Year Goal for St. Peter: $54,327 
Total Pledged: $26,897 50% of Goal 
 

PARISH STAFF  

Fr. Brian Thompson                   Priest Administrator  
Ext.6               frthompson@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Holly Dodd                                              Bookkeeper 
Ext. 2                       holly@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Katie Hennigan                                Faith Formation  
Ext. 3                        katie@saintcolumbanyelm.org  

Jennifer Langham   Music, Liturgy & Admin Support 
Ext. 5                   jennifer@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Steven Slater,                 St. Columban Maintenance                                                                
                              steven@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Gilberto Espino                       St. Peter Maintenance 
                             gilberto@saintcolumbanyelm.org 
 

Thank You Patricia Selsor for all your dedica-
tion as our Bookkeeper and Parish Secretary!  

Enjoy a well-deserved retirement! 

SAINT COLUMBAN  
PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Judith Cusick (Chairperson),  

Sheila Johnson, Jerome Didier,  

Joseph Judge, Dennis Stumpf 

parishoffice@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

SAINT PETER  
ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Sherry Bachmann (Chairperson),  

Marilyn Ritter, Bernie Schwarz,  

Bob Bacon, Diane Weston,  

stpeteradvisory@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

New Years Eve  

Adoration 11PM to Midnight 

The St. Columban Rosary Prayer Group 
invites you to join them in prayer as we 
welcome in the New Year. 

 

New Years Day 

Mass for Mary, Mother of God 
9:00AM St. Columban 

 

Epiphany of the Lord 
5:00PM Vigil Mass 



Thanks to our advertisers listed on the back of this bulletin! They make this publication available to the Parish at no cost to us. 

In Our Prayers 

Loving God, we join with others of your people 

here asking you to hold in Your hands all of our 

homebound brothers and sister and those who 

have asked for our  

prayers: 

Joseph Waters 

Jessica Nash 

Maria Luisa Fregoso 

Paul Hennigan 

Pam Henslee 

Don Troyer 

Mary Taylor 

Monika Siegemund 

Mandy Wolfe & Baby Wyatt 

Brenda Collins 

Nina Regalado 

Lindy Parse 

+ All those in harm’s way.  

+ For all those affected by the Coronavirus and 

for all first responders and caregivers. 

Rest In Peace 

All the souls in purgatory, especially those who 
have no one to pray for them. 

 

To add a name please contact the parish office.  

All submissions must have permission from the 

named individual or an authorized family member 

for privacy purposes. 

Faith Formation 

Bonus Bulletin Content! 

To save on printing, some extra bulletin content will now be exclusively found in the online edition of our bulletin, which is also emailed weekly to parishioners. Sign 

up at flocknote.com/saintcolumbanyelm or visit our website saintcolumbanyelm.org 

 

 

 

Please contact the parish office for more information, 
the latest updates, and schedule changes. 

December 27 Rosary Prayer Group 

7:00PM  Kimball’s Ranch 

Parish Office Closed 
 

December 28 NO DAILY MASS  

6:30PM  Spanish Prayer Group 

  Parish Hall 

December 29 NO DAILY MASS 

 

December 30 NO DAILY MASS   
 

Bible Study 

10:00AM St. Peter (Tenino) 

6:30PM  St. Columban 

  RE Bldg. Rm. 103 

December 31 NEW YEARS EVE 

Adoration 11:00PM -12:00AM 

  St. Columban 
   

January 1 NEW YEARS DAY  

MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 

9:00AM Mass at St. Columban 

3:30-4:15PM Confession 

Epiphany of the Lord 

5:00PM Vigil Mass 

  St. Columban 
 

January 2  Epiphany of the Lord  

ST. PETER MISSION TENINO 

7:30-7:45AM Confession  

8:00AM Mass 
 

ST. COLUMBAN 

9:00-10:15AM Religious Ed Classes 

10:30AM Mass 

11:45-1:00PM Confirmation Year 2 

As we enter into this new year, may our hearts 

be filled with praise and thanksgiving to God 

for all his mercy and blessings over the past 

year and those to come in the next! 

Knights of Columbus  

Council 17152 
 

January 19 Council Meeting 
6:00PM                  Parish Hall  

 

January 11 Monthly Meeting 
10:00AM Parish Hall 

CHILDREN’S  
PRAYERS  

For the month of De-
cember, we only had 
two classes.  For 
those two weeks, an 
average of 

_7_children in our Faith Formation pro-
gram prayed  _284_ prayers every 
week.  Keep up the good work faithful 
young prayer warriors!   

“Remember not the events of the past, 
the things of long ago consider not; See, 
I am doing something new! Now it 
springs forth, do you not perceive it? In 
the wilderness I make a way, in the 
wasteland, rivers.”           
   -Isaiah 43:18-19 

NO RCIA this week or next 
week.  Have a Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year!  See you 
back on January 4 at 6:30pm in 
Rm 103 of the Faith Formation       

    Building.  

 

RCIA is open to all adult learners including, but 
not limited to, those seeking sacraments of initia-

tion (Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirma-
tion).  Please contact Katie Hennigan in the Faith 

Formation office for additional information. 
katie@saintcolumbanyelm.org  

360-458-3031x3  

ALTAR SOCIETY 
 

        Cleaning the Church 
         Every Thursday after Daily Mass 

 

St. Vincent de Paul 
 

January 20 Monthly Meeting 
7:00PM   Parish Hall    

St. Peter’s Circle 
 

January 11 Monthly Meeting 
9:30AM  St. Peter Mission/Tenino 

Faith Formation: Grades K-12 

• K-5 Sundays from 9-10:15AM 

• Confirmation Classes on Sundays from  
12-1:15PM 

Please see the parish website for a complete 
class schedule 

PARISH MINISTRIES 

For more information or to sign-up 

to volunteer with any of these  

ministries, please contact the  

parish office. 

mailto:katie@saintcolumbanyelm.org


   

Funeral Mass 

 

 

 
of 

Grace Sudano 
Thursday December 30, 2021 

10:00AM at St. Columban 
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December 26, 2021 

FORGIVEN-SESSION 1: 

WHERE ARE YOU? 

As we make resolutions for 2021, 
don't forget about your spiritual 
well-being! Through our Forgiven 
series, you can help guide friends 
and family to new spiritual 
beginnings! FORGiVEN

™ 

THE TRANSFORMING POWER OF CONFESSION 

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY: 

LOVE UNVEILED 

BY DR. SCOTT HAHN 

The feast of the Holy Family reminds us 
to help our own families grow in 
holiness. With this in mind, join Scott 
Hahn as he shares his advice on how to 
bring sanctity into the home. 

FORMED NOW! 

WHO IS SAINT STEPHEN? 

This past week, we celebrated the 
life of St. Stephen, heroic leader of 
the early Church. Join Dr. Gray and 
Dr. Barber as they discuss the first 
Christian martyr. 

MARRIAGE 

AND FAMILY 
D R. S C OT T H A H N 
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Children of God
December 26, 2021

Holy Family

Photo: Adobe Stock

Pope Francis calls us to honor our parents despite their limitations in the same 
way that Jesus honored Mary and Joseph. This will help our children honor us 

when they become adults.

At Home with
ARCHDIOCESE OF SEATTLE

Read Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14

Whoever honors his father and mother atones for sins. 

Psalm 128

Blessed are those who walk in His ways. 

Colossians 3:12-17

Children listen to your parents, parents be gentle with your 
children. 

Luke 2:41-52

The finding of Jesus in the Temple.

Take time to read and reflect 
on the Scriptures for 

this day.

Don’t have access to a Bible? 
Visit www.usccb.org/bible/readings 

or download an app such as Laudate 
or iBreviary to access the 

Mass readings. 

Any parent who has looked for a lost child can identify 
with the anxiety experienced by Mary and Joseph while 
they looked for Jesus in the Temple. Maybe we can also 
identify with how Mary and Joseph might have felt when 
Jesus told them he belonged in the Temple, his Father’s 
house.  

Jesus was the child of Joseph and Mary. But he was also 
Son of the Father. In a similar way, we love our children 
knowing that they belonged to God before they belonged 
to us. Remembering our responsibility to God can help us 
do the right thing as parents even when it’s hard.

Conversa

Photo: Adobe Stock



At Home withFaith
ARCHDIOCESE OF SEATTLE

Talk
Model honoring your parents with your children: 

•  Tell them about a limitation you saw in your parents: Describe a 
time in your youth when you saw a limitation in your parents and 
didn’t appreciate it. Focus on an ordinary human limitation, not a 
severe dysfunction. Maybe you didn’t like an inherited physical 
characteristic. Or, for example, when I went to college, I didn’t 
understand why my parents relocated to a remote part of the 
country rather than remain in Washington DC where there were 
more opportunities. 

•  Describe how you came to understand and appreciate what you 
saw as a limitation: Then share how, in time, you came to 
appreciate that maybe you share this limitation with your parents 
and it’s not such a bad thing. Or share how you came to 
understand and appreciate your parents’ decisions after you had 
grown in maturity. After I did an internship in Washington DC, I 
came to appreciate all the blessings of the Northwest in a new 
way. I understood there was wisdom in my parents’ decision.  

Here are some reflection 
questions to help you have 
Great Conversations with 

the whole family.

“Our loved ones merit our complete attention. 
Jesus is our model in this . . . This is what we 
experience in the daily life of the family. We 
are constantly reminded that each of those 
who live with us merits complete attention, 

since he or she possesses infinite dignity as an 
object of the Father’s immense love. This gives 
rise to a tenderness which can ‘stir in the other 
the joy of being loved. Tenderness is expressed 
in a particular way by exercising loving care in 
treating the limitations of the other, especially 

when they are evident.’” 

 Amoris Laetitia (The Joy of Love) #323 

God chose to give us to one another as members 
of families. In the same way that Jesus, though 
divine, responded respectfully to his human 
parents, God calls us to respect our human family.  

Each parent is also the child of a mother and father. 
By respecting our parents, despite their limitations, 
we honor God who gave us to them. We also lay 
the groundwork for a healthy relationship with our 
children in the future. When they become adults, 
they are likely to treat us as we treated our parents. 

For more resources, visit us online at:

https://marriagefamilylife.seattlearchdiocese.org/athomewithfaith

For more on the Year of the Family, visit 
https://archseattle.org/yof

God chose to give us to one 
another as members of families.

Photo: Shutterstock

Celebrate the joy of the 
Christmas season!

December 25-January 9

Learn more at 
archseattle.org/christmas

https://archseattle.org/christmas


BULLETIN

We celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family 
on the � rst Sunday after Christmas! 
This feast day is a reminder to us of the 
example Mary and Joseph set for all of us 
in welcoming Jesus into their lives. The 
Holy Family serves as a model for us all 
in which to live in faith and simplicity.

Prayer for Family Commitment 
Dear God our Father, you have called all Christian families to be a sign of your love to the world. 

Help us to be generous with the gifts of life and love that you have showered on our family. May 
we share them so that our homes become true signs of unitive and fruitful love. 

Let us never forget to thank you each day for all that sustains us and to look to Christ, who comes 
to us in the events of family life, in the sacraments of the Church, and in service to the poor. 

In all of this, our family becomes a living expression of your Church, a hallowed home of life 
and love. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may all of us—spouses, parents, and children— share, 
as members of his Body, in Jesus’ mission to build a civilization of love. Father, we ask this in 
Jesus’ name in union with the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Copyright © 2021, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved. 

The Feast of the Holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph

DECEMBER 26, 2021

Catholic
Current
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 26, 2021
Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1]/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-

17/Lk 2:41-52 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 [cf. 
5a]/1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24/Lk 2:41-52

Monday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 [12]/Jn 20:1a, 2-8

Tuesday: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7]/Mt 2:13-18

Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6 [11a]/Lk 2:22-35

Thursday: 1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [11a]/Lk 2:36-40

Friday: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 [11a]/Jn 1:1-18

Saturday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21

Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/
Mt 2:1-12

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2021  |  THE HOLY FAMILY

LIVE THE LITURGY  
Inspiration for the week 
It was the best of times and it was the worst of times. Our families can bring out 
the best and the worst in us. This is true of our families of origin, the current 
family of which we are a part, the family of our church, our society, and the like. In 
all of our family experiences, what stands out as our most challenging memory? 
Everything human can be found on the pages of family life. But there is also a 
Divine story to be discovered as well. When life gets difficult and perplexing, 
today’s Feast of the Holy Family stands to remind us that it is not just by human 
effort that we tread treacherous waters. We have to remember and learn from 
the Divine effort too. We need this perspective if our love lessons are going to 
be learned completely and well. We are all works in progress and we all come 
from homes that are broken by imperfection. In whatever life brings us and in 
whatever family we find ourselves, may the promptings we feel toward faith and 
hope lead us to greater love.

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 26, 2021
Sunday: The Holy Family
Monday: St. John, Apostle and Evangelist

Tuesday: The Holy Innocents, Martyrs

Wednesday: St. Thomas Becket, Bishop and Martyr 

Friday:  St. Sylvester I, Pope; New Year’s Eve

Saturday: New Year’s Day; Mary, The Holy Mother of God; 
  World Day of Peace

Next Sunday: The Epiphany of the Lord; Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory  
  Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors of the Church 

©LPi

SAINT OF THE WEEK
The Acts of the Apostles tells the story of St. 
Stephen, the first Christian martyr. A man 
filled with grace and power, he worked 
great wonders among the people. Some 
Jews debated with St. Stephen but could 
not match his wisdom and spirit. Eventually, 
a charge of blasphemy was brought up 
against him, and the local population 
demanded that he be tried and sentenced. 
He was seized and carried before the 
Sanhedrin.

Despite the danger he faced, in front of the 
Sanhedrin and his accusers, St. Stephen 
gave a long speech about the history of 
Israel and the blessings that God had given 
upon His chosen people. He talked about 
how Israel had become disobedient despite 
God’s abundant mercy. This enraged his 
accusers, and eventually the crowd dragged 
him out of the city and stoned him to death.

Even in his final moments, St. Stephen 
displayed great forgiveness and even asked 
God not to hold the sins of his attackers 
against them. Hundreds of years after his 
death, he is still a role model for us to follow.  

WEEKLY PRAYER
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FIRST READING 
“I prayed for this child, and the LORD 

granted my request.
Now I, in turn, give him to the LORD;

    as long as he lives, he shall be 
dedicated to the LORD.”

(1 Sm 1:27-28)

PSALM
Blessed are they who dwell in your 

house, O Lord. (Ps 84)

SECOND READING
See what love the Father has 

bestowed on us
    that we may be called the children 

of God.
And so we are. (1 Jn 3:1)

GOSPEL
After three days they found him in 

the temple, 
    sitting in the midst of the teachers, 
    listening to them and asking them 

questions. (Lk 2:46)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 
1998, 1970 CCD.  The English translation of Psalm 
Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 
1997, International Commission on English in the 

Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

GOSPEL MEDITATION   
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture
Families can be very difficult things to negotiate. This is true not only of our families 
of origin, the current family of which we are a part, the family of our Church, our 
society, and our global family as well. Everything human can be found in family 
stories. Those stories speak of wonderful life-giving successes as well as painful 
spirit-robbing abuses. Our greatest joys and our greatest wounds are usually 
connected with the experience of family. Our needs, experiences, and unresolved 
baggage often color what we bring to our familiar relationships. They contribute 
to our level of defensiveness, how guarded and protected we become, and what 
prejudices we believe.
 
In order to break the cycle of dysfunction we have to remember that it is not only 
by human effort that we negotiate the difficult and challenging events of our lives. 
There is a Divine Effort at work as well. For sure, the human effort can create 
quite a mess and easily destroy lives. This is true of any family with which we are 
associated. Today’s Feast of the Holy Family serves to help us understand that 
there is a Divine Story being told as well. It is a story of perseverance in the face of 
hardship, determination in the face of despair, healing when we see nothing but 
wounds, and light where there is darkness.

Do we believe that God is always working, guiding, restoring, and leading? Unless we 
do, we will never be free from the imperfections and wounds that bind us and never 
be able to understand what it really means to forgive. Pope Francis tells us that the 
“light which comes from the Holy Family encourages us to offer human warmth to 
other families.” While this is most certainly true, we can only really begin to do this 
when we realize that we are still works in progress, not anchored to the wounds and 
sins of our past, and still a leading star in God’s continually unfolding story of love. 
The Holy Family persevered and radiated warmth because they knew they were not 
alone. We can too.©LPi

©LPi

WORSHIP & MEDITATION



WHY DO WE DO THAT? 
Catholic Life Explained: 

Question:
I have been away from the Church for a 
few years and really want to get active 
again, not so much for me, but for my 
children. Is this a bad reason to come 
back to Church?

Answer:
If you are on your way to the 
supermarket, and you are forced to 
detour from your usual route because 
of road work, does the food you buy 
taste different? Is the meal less filling? 
Are the vegetables less tasty? Of course 
not. In our faith journey, there are many 
detours called sin. Some are greater 
than others, some are even a bit longer. 
But God’s grace comes to us in ways we 
understand and recognize and need. 
Your children leading you back to the 
Church is not as important as the fact 
that you are back. 

This is an opportunity for you to renew, 
strengthen, and deepen your faith. 
Regardless of how we get to Church, or 
what draws us closer to God, the fact is 
we are there. Do what you need to do 
to get right with God and the Church. 
Go to confession, begin good family 
religious practices, and be involved in 
the ministries your parish offers. Be 
more than a lukewarm parishioner. 
Be the kind of Catholic you want your 
children to be.

©LPi
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PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING
Our parish is grateful for your continued support. Thank you!

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments
All in the Family 

At first glance, we can often find the image of the Blessed Mother, St. Joseph and the 
Christ Child intimidating — who are we to aspire to that level of discipleship? How could 
we ever hope to conform ourselves to that mold? Sometimes, it can even be painful — 
perhaps we hail from a broken family or struggle with a broken relationship within our 
family, or perhaps we long to be a mother or a father ourselves and that state in life has 
eluded us.

But the image of the Holy Family is, in reality, a beautiful invitation to us all, no matter 
our vocation or our state in life, and the example of Mary, Joseph and Jesus is rich with 
the symbolism of stewardship. 

You need not be a biological mother who has carried a child in her womb to be a 
mother in spirit. Who in your world needs you to love them with the heart of a mother?

The same goes for fatherhood. The Church and the world are crying out for the 
courageous witness of Christian men like St. Joseph. Who can you love with the 
steadfast, selfless protection of a father?

Who in your life needs you to love them with the faithful, unconditional love of a son? 
Who needs your gentle and constant love as a daughter?

We are the Body of Christ, friends. Those of us rejoicing in heaven, those of us suffering 
in purgatory, and those of us struggling here on earth. We are the great family. Let us 
love each other well.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

LITURGICAL LIFE
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SUPPORT OUR  
LOCAL ADVERTISERS
Our advertisers need your help  
during these difficult times!

Please show your support for 
your parish by also supporting 
our advertisers. We wouldn’t be 
able to bring you our bulletin 
every week without them, 
and right now they need your 
help more than ever. Please 
encourage and remind others 
to show their support and shop 
local during these hard times!

©LPiSUNDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2021  |  THE HOLY FAMILY

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
Invite Parishioners to Reflect and Respond to Scripture

First Reading
Hannah, the mother of Samuel, and Samuel’s father are portrayed as parents of deep 
prayer and great faith. How would you describe the faith of your mother or father?

Second Reading
John teaches us that if we believe in Jesus and love one another, “we may be called children 
of God.” How do you show gratitude for being part of this holy family?

Gospel Reading
Luke is the only Evangelist to preserve a story about Jesus from his youth. In this account, 
Mary and Joseph are filled with “great anxiety” as they searched for Jesus who they thought 
was lost. How do you seek God’s help for the anxious moments in your family?

Not finding [Jesus], they 
returned to Jerusalem to 
look for him. After three 

days they found him in the 
temple, sitting in the midst 

of the teachers, listening 
to them and asking them 

questions, and all who heard 
him were astounded at 

his understanding and his 
answers.

- Lk 2:45-47 

 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass  

©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD
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He went down 
with them 

and came to 
Nazareth, and 
was obedient 
to them; and 
his mother 

kept all these 
things in 
her heart. 
And Jesus 

advanced in 
wisdom and 

age and favor 
before God 
and man. 

- Lk 2:51-52

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass 
©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
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SHARING THE 
GOSPEL

When Jesus traveled to 
Jerusalem as a 12-year-
old young man, he felt 
completely at home in 

the Temple. He enjoyed 
talking to the teachers 

about his Father in 
heaven. His questions 

and his answers 
showed how much he 

loved God.

PRAYER
Dear God, help me 

to feel at home in my 
church like Jesus did.

MISSION  
FOR THE WEEK

Help visitors to your 
church feel welcomed. 

As a family or as a class, 
make cards for visitors, 

asking them to come 
back.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2021  |  THE HOLY FAMILY

KIDS CORNER
READ THE 

GOSPEL AND 
COMPLETE A 

PUZZLE!

Help Mary and Joseph find Jesus

Read the Gospel of the week and color the image.

CYCLE C
Help Mary and Joseph fi nd Jesus.

Help visitors to your church feel welcomed. 
As a family or as a class, make cards for visitors, 
asking them to come back.

Holy Family  •  Luke 2:41-52
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