
We are a Catholic faith community 
that seeks to place God first, to know 

Him, and to grow in holiness 
together. We strive to live the Gospel 

through the Eucharist, in our 
teaching and way of life. 

 
We belong to Christ, not ourselves. 

September 12, 2021 
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

St. Columban Parish 
506 First St. S. Yelm, WA 98597 

360-458-3031  

Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday 9:00AM –2:00PM 
parishoffice@saintcolumbanyelm.org 
Website: www.saintcolumbanyelm.org 

 
 

 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil: 5:00PM 
Sunday: 10:30AM 
Daily Mass: Tues—Fri 9AM *except 1st Fridays  
Rosary is said 30min prior to each Mass 

Sacraments 
Anointing of the Sick: Following First  
Friday Devotions or by Appointment 
Confession: Saturdays 3:30—4:30PM 
First Friday Devotions: 6:30PM 
The church may be opened upon request  
during office hours for private prayer. 

See Calendar on Page 3 for current schedule  
and updates 
 

St. Vincent De Paul 
Providing emergency assistance for those in 
need. 

Help Line: 360-458-1904 

St. Peter Mission  
149 Keithahn St. S, Tenino, WA 98589 

360-264-2124  

Office Hours 
Mondays & Fridays 10:30AM – 2PM 
gaby@saintcolumbanyelm.org 
 

Mass Schedule 
Sunday  8:00 AM 
Rosary is said 30min prior to Mass 

Sacraments 
Confession: Sundays 7:30 -7:45AM 
First Friday Devotions: 9:00AM 
Anointing of the Sick: Following First  
Friday Devotions or by appointment MASS ATTENDANCE 

In obedience to the most recent guidelines from the Archdiocese, public 
Mass at our parish is held with the following safety measures in place.   

 Masks are required at this time unless you have a medical exemption 
 Seating is on a first come first served basis, if you wish to remain 

distanced from others you may do so at your own discretion. 
 Hand Sanitizer is provided 

 

Today’s Readings 

Entrance Antiphon: Give peace, O Lord to those who wait for 
you; hear the prayers of your servant. 

1st Reading: Isaiah 50: 5-9a 

Responsorial Psalm: I will walk before the Lord in the land of 
the living. 

2nd Reading: James 2: 14-18 

Gospel Acclamation: May I never boast except in the cross of 
our Lord through which the world has been crucified to me and 
I to the world. 

Gospel: Mark 8: 27-35 

Communion Antiphon: Whoever wishes to come after me must 
deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. 

Your sins have been forgiven, now go and sin no more. 

mailto:www.saintcolumbanyelm.org


 

Objective Morality 

 

I think we sometimes get a little confused with regard to the nature of morality, especially when we as Christians hold to 

certain tenets of morality that many of our contemporaries have unfortunately abandoned (or perhaps never recognized in the 

first place). While there do exist some obligations that particularly bind us as Christians: the Sunday obligation to participate 

in Mass, marrying in a sacramental manner, bringing our children to the Sacraments in a timely manner, keeping the days of 

fast and abstinence, and so forth. Violating those would be immoral for us, but not those outside of our faith per se. 

However, the vast majority of moral issues are not based on the fact that we are Christians, but because we are human. That 

is to say, a stance that “I can't do X because I'm Catholic, but ‘you do you…’” or “I am personally opposed, but publicly, 

who am I to impose my values?” is complete nonsense. 

Most of the moral issues in our world apply to every single human being as much as they do to us as Christians. For 

example, the Commandment “you shall not kill” means things like abortion, active euthanasia, or assisted suicide are 

immoral and to be rejected by all people, not just Christians and Jews. One might not be culpable of sin if he is ignorant of 

the immorality of an action, but his ignorance does not mean the immoral choice itself is not objectively evil and to be 

rejected by anyone of good will. Now, what we may do about it (Vocally object? Physically prevent? Simply not 

participate? Tolerate but disapprove? Attempt to convince? Etc.) may depend on the harm done, the situation, and our 

relationship to the person unwittingly or unknowingly doing evil, but the moral state of the other person’s act is an objective 

fact (at least for acts that are in themselves wrong. Cases where intention or circumstance change the calculus are still 

ultimately objective, albeit also more complicated, to judge). If something is morally wrong, it is so in the same way that 2 + 

2 = 4 or the laws of physics: as an inherent feature of the universe or even reason itself. 

Of course, in all this we should resist the temptation to judge or to feel superior because we are “in the know,” nor should we 

forget that ideas and acts may be wrong, but it does not make the person who does wrong less worthy of love. Yet, as 

Christians, we cannot approve of immoral actions by those who do not know or do not believe. Rather, as Christians we are 

bound to proclaim joyfully that mercy and conversion are always available. The goodness that all human beings are called to 

cannot be met except by God's grace. Our standing absolutely firm in the truth is an act of love for our fellow men. 

In Christ, 

Fr Thompson 

Financial Stewardship 

Weekly Offering     

                      St.              St.  
            Columban       Peter 

Weekly Goal     $5,762   $712 
August 29         $2,164             $1,215 
 

Thank You for Your Generous Support! 

 

As of: July 12, 2021 
 

3 Year Goal for St. Columban: $307,368 
Total Pledged: $115, 409  37% of Goal 
 

3 Year Goal for St. Peter: $54,327 
Total Pledged: $26,897 50% of Goal 
 

PARISH STAFF  

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Fr. Brian Thompson,                  Priest Administrator  
Ext.6               frthompson@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Patricia Selsor,                                         Bookkeeper  
Ext.2                           pat@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Katie Hennigan,                               Faith Formation  
Ext. 3                        katie@saintcolumbanyelm.org  

Jennifer Langham              Liturgy & Admin Support 
Ext. 5                   jennifer@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Steven Slater,                  St. Columban Maintenance 
                               steven@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Gaby Makinster,                                St. Peter Admin 
                                 gaby@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Gilberto Espino                       St. Peter Maintenance 
                             gilberto@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

SAINT COLUMBAN  
PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Judith Cusick (Chairperson),  

Sheila Johnson, Jerome Didier,  

Joseph Judge, Dennis Stumpf 

parishoffice@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

SAINT PETER  
ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Sherry Bachmann (Chairperson),  

Marilyn Ritter, Bernie Schwarz,  

Bob Bacon, Diane Weston,  

stpeteradvisory@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

 

Goal for St. Columban: $25,692 

Total Pledged as of August 9, 2021 

$34,122  132% of Goal 

Goal for St. Peter: $ 3,984 

Total Pledged as of August 9, 2021 

$7,608 190% of Goal 

Thank you to all who have  

returned your pledges! 



Thanks to our advertisers listed on the back of this bulletin! They make this publication available to the Parish at no cost to us. 

In Our Prayers 

Loving God, we join with others of your 

people here asking you to hold in Your 

hands all of our homebound brothers and 

sister and those who have asked for our  

prayers: 

Joseph Waters 

Jessica Nash 

Maria Luisa Fregoso 

Paul Hennigan 

Pam Henslee 

Don Troyer 

+ All those in harm’s way.  

+ For all those affected by the Coronavirus 

and for all first responders and  

caregivers. 

+ For all the lives that were lost and those 
affected by the 2001 tragedy at the 
World Trade Center. 

Rest In Peace:  

Jesse Nash  

All the souls in purgatory, especially 

those who have no one to pray for them. 

To add a name please contact the parish office.  

All submissions must have permission from the 

named individual or an authorized family member 

for privacy purposes. 

Faith Formation  

 

 

Please contact the parish office for more infor-
mation, the latest updates, and schedule  

changes. 

September 13 Rosary Prayer Group 

7:00PM  Kimball’s Ranch 
 

September 14 Daily Mass   

9:00AM St. Columban 

9:30AM St. Peter’s Circle 

  St. Peter Mission—Tenino 

10:00AM Daughters of Mary Mtg. 

  Parish Hall 

6:00PM  Spanish Prayer Group 

  Parish Hall 

September 15 Daily Mass   

9:00AM St. Columban 

6:00PM  Knights of Columbus Mtg. 

  Parish Hall 
 

September 16 Daily Mass    

9:00AM St. Columban 
 

  Bible Study 

10:00AM St. Peter (Tenino) 

6:30PM  St. Columban 

  RE Bldg Rm. 105 

7:00PM  SVDP Meeting  

  Parish Hall 

  

September 17 Daily Mass   

9:00AM St. Columban 

 

September 18 Confession   

3:30-4:30PM St. Columban 

  Vigil Mass 

5:00PM  St. Columban 

 

September 19 Sunday Mass   

7:30-7:45AM Confession at St. Peter 

8:00AM St. Peter 

10:30AM St. Columban 

Knights of Columbus  

Council 17152 
 

September 15 Council Meeting 
6:00PM                  Parish Hall  

September 25 Oktoberfest 
6:00PM  Parish Hall  

September 14 Monthly Meeting 
10:00AM Parish Hall 

Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Celebrated Day Sept. 8 
The story of Mary's birth comes from the Protoevangelium of James, an apocryphal 
gospel dated around 150 A.D.  From this gospel we learn the names of the Blessed Vir-
gin's parents, St. Ann and Joachim.  They were an aging childless couple praying for a 
child, very similar to Elizabeth and Zacharius and Abraham and Sarah.  The Church only 
observes the birthday of two saints: St. John the Baptist (June 24) and Mary, Mother of 
God.  They both have an important and necessary role in our salvation connected to our 

Savior, Jesus coming into this world.  As we Christians commemorate the Feast of the Nativity of Mary, may we 
celebrate and protect all new life from conception on and give honor and thanks to the Mother of Our Lord, Jesus 
Christ.  Today is the perfect day to offer a rosary to our Mother as a birthday present! 

RCIA  

Classes begin  
Tuesday, September 

14th at 6:30pm for all  
inquirers.   

Registration remains open until classes 
resume.  Please contact Katie Hennigan 

in the Faith Formation office for  
additional information.  

ALTAR SOCIETY 
 

        Cleaning the Church 
         Every Thursday after Daily Mass 

 

St. Vincent de Paul 
 

September 16      Monthly Meeting 
7:00PM   Parish Hall 

September 26 Walk for the Poor 
12:00PM Starting at the Parish Hall 

Parish Ministries 
Plesse contact the parish office for more information 

St. Peter’s Circle 
 

September 14 Monthly Meeting 
9:30AM  St. Peter Mission/Tenino 

Faith Formation: Grades K-12  

Faith Formation classes 

resume 

 Sunday, September 12th  

To register, stop by the Faith Formation table 

in the Narthex after mass, visit http://

saintcolumbanyelm.org/faith-formation  or 

contact Katie in the Faith Formation  

office.  360-458-3031x3 

Job Opening 

St. Columban Catholic Church in Yelm is seeking a part-time (12–15 hours per week) bookkeeper. Responsibilities include but not limited to overseeing 

weekly donation counting, entering data on proprietary system, posting to appropriate accounts, reconciling checking accounts, reporting to appropriate 

personnel. Work experience of 2-4 years as bookkeeper required. Final candidate will be required to pass a background check and take Safe Environment 

training. Interested applicants may submit a resume and application to frthompson@saintcolumbanyelm.org.  

http://saintcolumbanyelm.org/faith-formation/for
http://saintcolumbanyelm.org/faith-formation/for
mailto:frthompson@saintcolumbanyelm.org


  

KNIGHTS OF  
COLUMBUS 
COUNCIL  17152 

 

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 25TH 

6:00PM 
IN THE PARISH HALL 

TICKETS 
Age 12 and Over:  $10.50 

Ages 4-11: $5.50 

Children 3 and under are free 

DINNER INCLUDES: 
Bratwurst, Homemade Sauerkraut, Pork Cutlet, Tomato 

Salad, Bread roll, Sweet & Sour Cabbage, German 

Chocolate Cake, and beverage. 

 

LIVE MUSIC 
Played by Ron Hemmi 

on our Robert 

Morgan Theatrical 

Pipe Organ. 

 

Polka Band 

 

BASKET 
AUCTION 
 

 
 

Hand Sanitizer will be 
available, and Masks are 
Required. 

 



   

 

 

St. Columban, St. Vincent de Paul Society 

    Sunday September 26th, 2021 

   12:00PM 
          Starting at the Parish Hall  

 

 

Please join us as we walk to raise funds to support our St. Vincent de Paul 
Ministry which provides essential services to those most in need in our 

community. 
 

Sign up at the table in the narthex after Mass or contact our SVDP 
ministry.  Walkers of all ages are welcome! 

 
 

How does it work? 
1. Sign up to walk 
2. Collect pledges from family and friends 
3. Turn in all pledges on the day of the walk 
4. Meet in front of the parish hall after Mass at noon 

 
What should I bring/wear? 

• Good walking shoes 

• Jacket or hoodie according to the weather 

• Water Bottle 
 
How can I help if I cannot participate in the walk? 
Donations or pledges can be made at the table in the narthex or online. 

 

 

Sign Up or Donate Today! 



CURIOUS ABOUT CATHOLICISM? 
READY TO TAKE THE NEXT STEP IN YOUR FAITH JOURNEY? 

 

RCIA CLASSES BEGIN 

TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 14TH 

6:30PM 

    RELIGIOUS EDUCATION BUIDLING ROOM 103 
 

Do you have questions about what Catholics believe and how Catholics 

practice their faith? 

 

Are you, or someone you know, not Catholic but would like to learn more 

about the teachings of the Catholic faith? 

 

Are you a Catholic adult seeking the Sacraments of Initiation (Eucharist 

and/or Confirmation) because you did not receive them when you were 

younger? 

 

Each session is an opportunity to ask those perplexing and difficult questions 

you may have about the Catholic faith. 

 

Come and grow with Fr. Thompson and the St. Columban RCIA Team 

Tuesdays at 6:30pm. 

Join us for one or all of the sessions! 

 

Please contact Katie Hennigan in the Faith Formation Office for more 

information and how to register. 

360-458-3031 ext.3 katie@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

mailto:katie@saintcolumbanyelm.org






Take Up Your Cross
September 12, 2021

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Photo: Adobe Stock

At Home with

Jesus calls us to pick up our cross and follow him in the way we love and care 
for our families. Let us renew this commitment starting today. 

ARCHDIOCESE OF SEATTLE

Read Isaiah 50:5-9a

I have followed the Lord and he shall be my help.

Psalm 116

I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living.

James - 2:14-18

Demonstrate your faith from your works.

Mark 8:27-35

Whoever wishes to come after me must take up his cross.

Take time to read and reflect 
on the Scriptures for 

this day.

Don’t have access to a Bible? 
Visit www.usccb.org/bible/readings 

or download an app such as Laudate 
or iBreviary to access the 

Mass readings. 

Even under the best of circumstances, marriage and family life 
demands that we, in small but important ways, follow Jesus’ 
command from this Sunday’s Gospel reading to “take up our 
cross and follow him.” Whether it’s compromising on something 
we want with our spouse or forgoing a professional opportunity 
to care for our children, the sacrifices we make for the love of 
our family express our response to Jesus’ invitation.

When we make these sacrifices out of an authentic love for 
Jesus, we participate in “the Paschal Mystery”: the way in which 
God brings new life from our sacrifice. Following Jesus to the 
cross leads us to resurrection.

Conversa

Photo: Adobe Stock



At Home withFaith
ARCHDIOCESE OF SEATTLE

Talk
Do these things to help your children answer Jesus’ call to pick up their 
cross:

•  Invite them to look at a crucifix: Whether you are at church or at 
home, invite your children to look at a crucifix. Ask them what they 
think of it. Don’t worry if they find it a little frightening.

•  Ask them why Jesus might ask the disciples to pick up their own 
cross and follow him: See if they make the connection between 
Jesus’ death on the cross and his resurrection. See if they realize that 
Jesus wants the same experience for us in our own lives.  

•  Tell them about a time when you had to “pick up your own cross”: 
Let them know about a time you made a sacrifice in order to follow 
God’s plan for you. Maybe it was giving up something you wanted in 
order to care for your family, or enduring criticism or peer pressure in 
order to do the right thing. Whatever it is, let them know that when 
you made that sacrifice in faith, new life came from that sacrifice.

•  Encourage them to think about how Jesus might be calling them to 
pick up their own cross: Encourage your children to be open to a call 
from Jesus to make a sacrifice for their faith. It could be something 
like waiting their turn when playing with others, or being a good 
sport about not making a sports team. Assure them that this sacrifice 
will help them grow into who they are meant to be.

Here are some reflection 
questions to help you have 
Great Conversations with 

the whole family.

“The family’s communal journey of prayer 
culminates by sharing together in the Eucharist, 
especially in the context of the Sunday rest. . . . 

There, spouses can always seal anew the paschal 
covenant which united them and which ought to 

reflect the covenant which God sealed with 
mankind in the cross. The Eucharist is the 

sacrament of the new covenant, where Christ’s 
redemptive work is carried out (cf. Lk 22:20). The 

close bond between married life and the 
Eucharist thus becomes all the more clear. For 

the food of the Eucharist offers the spouses the 
strength and incentive needed to live the 

marriage covenant each day as a ‘domestic 
church.’”

Amoris Laetitia (The Joy of Love) #318

Weekly participation in the Eucharist helps families to 
interpret their lives in light of Jesus' death and 
resurrection. Reflecting on the sacrifice of Jesus and 
receiving the Eucharist prepares us to interpret our 
lives as an offering to God and strengthens us to be 
loving in the most difficult of times.

For more resources, visit us online at:

https://marriagefamilylife.seattlearchdiocese.org/athomewithfaith

Weekly participation in the 
Eucharist helps families to 

interpret their lives in light of 
Jesus' death and resurrection.

For more on the Year of the Family, visit 
https://archseattle.org/yof
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Hispanic Heritage Month Begins!
September 15-October 15, 2021 

Hispanic/Latino Presence in the USA: Early History
By Alejandro Aguilera-Titus and Fr. Allan Figueroa Deck, SJ, courtesy of the USCCB Secretariat 

of Cultural Diversity in the Church

People with roots in Latin American 
countries have lived in the United States 
from its very beginnings. However, their 
presence on the national scene was practically 
invisible. The 1970 Census was the first time 
Hispanics were counted and recognized as a 
distinct population. The very term Hispanic 
was chosen by the U.S. Government to name 
a growing population that was not a racial 
or an ethnic group, but a people with roots 
in more than twenty-three Latin American 
countries and Spain, sharing a common 
cultural heritage and language. The term 
Latino emerged in the 80s as a self-given 
name, particularly in urban settings. This 
broadening of identity as Hispanics/Latinos 
was encouraged by robust immigration from 

Latin America during the ’80s and ’90s. Yet 
today, most Hispanics/Latinos still identify 
with their nation of origin, for example, and 
prefer to call themselves Mexican Americans, 
Cuban Americans, Puerto Ricans, etc. 

The roots of the Hispanic/Latino presence 
in the U.S. go back to colonial times when 
most of the country’s southern flank was 
under Spanish rule. The first Mass celebrated 
in what is now the U.S. took place in 1569 
in St. Augustine, Florida, under Spanish 
auspices. The Hispanic/Latino presence took 
on a whole new dimension in the 1840s with 
the annexation of half of Mexico’s territory to 
the United States as a result of the Mexican-
American War. The new border crossed entire 
populations from big and small towns, as the 

C
N

S 
p

h
o

to
/T

yl
er

 O
rs

b
u

rn

The Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 12, 2021

Catholic
Current 1



BULLETIN

Mexican-American presence was born in what is now the American West and Southwest. In 1898 
the Spanish-American War led to the annexation of Puerto Rico, adding its population to the 
growing number of U.S. citizens of Hispanic/Latino descent.

 The second part of the twentieth century saw a new wave of Hispanic/Latino immigrants come to 
the United States from Mexico, Central America and South America. In the early 1940s the U.S. and 
Mexico established the “Bracero Program.” This program brought thousands of Mexican nationals 
to work in agriculture. The demand for workers also brought a significant number of Puerto Ricans 
to the Northeast region. The ’60s saw a massive immigration of Cuban refugees as a result of the 
Cuban Revolution. The ’70s and ’80s witnessed significant immigration from Central America due 
to civil wars ravaging places like El Salvador and Guatemala. During the ’90s many Latin American 
countries experienced a severe economic crisis. Growing Fact of Faith unemployment and high 
inflation rates forced nationals from practically every Latin American nation to migrate north in 
search for better economic opportunities. Immigration from Colombia, Bolivia, Ecuador and Peru 
was particularly high during those years.

–This article is an excerpt from “Chapter Two: Hispanic/Latino Presence in the USA and the Church.”

Copyright © 2021, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved. 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 12, 2021

Sunday: Is 50:5-9a/Ps 116:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [9]/Jas 2:14-18/Mk 8:27-35

Monday: 1 Tm 2:1-8/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 17 [1Cor 11:26b]/Lk 7:1-10

Tuesday: Nm 21:4b-9/Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38 [cf. 7b]/Phil 2:6-11/ 

  Jn 3:13-17

Wednesday: 1 Tm 3:14-16/Ps 111:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [2]/Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35

Thursday: 1 Tm 4:12-16/Ps 111:7-8, 9, 10 [2]/Lk 7:36-50

Friday:  1 Tm 6:2c-12/Ps 49:6-7, 8-10, 17-18, 19-20/Lk 8:1-3

Saturday: 1 Tm 6:13-16/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5 [2]/Lk 8:4-15

Next Sunday: Wis 2:12, 17-20/Ps 54:3-4, 5, 6-8 [6b]/Jas 3:16—4:3/Mk 9:30-37

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2021  |  24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

LIVE THE LITURGY  
Inspiration for the week 
Rest in the presence of God simply because God is God and you are you. This is all that 
is necessary. Out of this relationship will come inspiration, understanding, courage, 
constancy, truth, and virtues of all kind.  We will find ourselves knowing the true meaning 
of things and developing a depth of insight that is not found following purely human 
venues.  It is God who inspires and opens human hearts to see truth and beauty. In 
God, we understand all of our relationships with a richer appreciation and come to 
know who Jesus, who speaks of God’s kingdom, really is. The trust that is fostered from 
resting with the Divine One allows us to see that God’s ways are not our ways. There is 
something bigger going on in this picture of life. It is something mystical and magical that 
seeks to surprise us at every turn. It is not for us to cling to this world and its limitations. 
Our adventure is to dream bigger and brighter, realizing that it is even in suffering that 
the radiant light of the dawn will come. God’s ways allow for our paths to be rocky, 
challenging, difficult, and even crippling at times. Purely human eyes cannot understand 
the ‘why’ of such experiences. The eyes and mind of God, however, reveal and detail a 
journey that ends in glorious resurrection joy. When we lose our axis and become too 
human in our thinking, Jesus rebukes us and gently reminds us how to see.

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 12, 2021 
Sunday:  24th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Grandparents’ Day

Monday: St. John Chrysostom, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

Tuesday: The Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Wednesday: Our Lady of Sorrows 

Thursday: Sts. Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs 

Friday:  St. Robert Bellarmine, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

Saturday: BVM 

Next Sunday: 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Catechetical Sunday

Blessed  
are the clean 
of heart, for 

they will  
see God.

— MATTHEW 5:8 —

©LPi
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2021  |  24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING 
I gave my back to those who beat me,

    my cheeks to those who plucked my beard;
my face I did not shield 

    from buffets and spitting. (Is 50:8)

PSALM
I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living. 

(Ps 116) Or Alleluia.

SECOND READING
What good is it, my brothers and sisters,

    if someone says he has faith but does not  
have works?

Can that faith save him? (Jas 2:14)

GOSPEL
And he asked them,

   “But who do you say that I am?”
Peter said to him in reply,

   “You are the Christ.” (Mk 8:29)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 
1998, 1970 CCD.  The English translation of Psalm 
Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 
1997, International Commission on English in the 

Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

GOSPEL MEDITATION   
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture
We need to get our bearings straight and properly lay life’s cornerstone. Otherwise, 
the rest of our journey will be skewed, and our judgment clouded. We can recall 
Jesus’ famous rebuke of Peter, “You are thinking not as God does, but as human 
beings do.” Even he, as one of Jesus’ closest friends struggles with understanding 
things and grasping the big picture. Pierre Teilhard de Chardin (1881-1955) a 
renowned and learned French Jesuit priest often has these words attributed to him: 
“We are not human beings having a spiritual experience. We are spiritual beings 
having a human experience.” Whether they were actually from his lips, they certainly 
mimic his thought. These wise words orient us and capture the essence of who we 
really are.

Many people consider spirituality an option. It is no wonder that they come to this 
conclusion when they predominantly define themselves using human terms and 
concepts. Immersed in this world view, they struggle finding any semblance of God 
because God does not work according to human expectations! This is especially true 
when suffering and death enter life’s picture. If we are only human beings having a 
spiritual experience, then we wrongly expect our spirituality to serve us as we desire. 
The human expectation is that my spiritual life is something that is useful in avoiding 
pain, hardship, and death, not something that gives the courage to live through it!

So, when we protest and get upset with God because our journey is becoming 
difficult, painful, treacherous, disappointing, and even pointing us toward death, 
Jesus rebukes us as he did Peter and gently reminds us how to see. It is God who 
inspires and opens hearts to see truth and beauty. In God, the true meaning of things 
is understood, and we receive a depth of insight and understanding that is not found 
following purely human paths. It is not our task to understand God, as God is beyond 
human understanding. Ours is the joyful privilege of simply resting in God’s presence 
simply because God is God and we are who we are. As spiritual beings having an 
exciting and adventurous human experience, it is in our DNA to do so. Through 
prayer we can let go and let be. This is how we lose our lives but then save them.©LPi

©LPi
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WHY DO WE DO THAT? 
Catholic Life Explained: 

Question:
I’ve noticed that when I go to Mass at 
different parishes, sometimes people 
say and do different things. Why is that?

Answer:
The Mass in its current form has taken 
shape over the course of 2,000 years. 
Over time, traditions, structures, and 
prayers have been put into place. There 
are certain rubrics for the Mass that 
are normative wherever you go. This 
means you could attend Mass in Malawi 
or Thailand or Italy and still watch the 
same basic liturgy unfold, even if you 
don’t understand the language. There 
may be some cultural differences 
from place to place, things that aren’t 
specifically listed. For example, in the 
United States most people go up for 
Communion in a nice neat line. In 
Europe, everyone gets up around the 
same time. It’s a bit of a free-for-all!

Some people might take it upon 
themselves to change things 
individually. People may not like 
something that feels too “liberal” or 
“conservative,” and they may take a 
well-meaning stance in the opposite 
direction. When people (including the 
presiders) do things that are distracting 
or change the liturgy, it introduces an 
element that breaks the unity of the 
assembled community. The important 
thing to remember is that we gather 
as the Body of Christ to celebrate the 
Eucharist. If you are confused, ask! If 
you are frustrated, pray for the spirit  
of charity.

©LPi

©LPi

©LPi SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2021  |  24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING
Our parish is grateful for your continued support. Thank you!

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments
Can You Walk the Walk?

I’ve met and talked with enough people to feel confident that if you polled 100 fallen-
away Catholics about why they didn’t want anything to do with the Church, the term 
“accountability” would pop up in almost all of their answers.

And to be fair, a lack of accountability isn’t just a Catholic problem. Talking the talk but not 
walking the walk has been a shortcoming handed down throughout the ages, across all 
creeds and nationalities. 

Loving our neighbor, welcoming the stranger, clothing the naked, feeding the poor — it 
all sounds fantastic, especially when we’re the ones saying it. But the doing — well, that’s 
a different story, isn’t it? We would do well to remember that Christ calls one of his best 
friends “Satan” when Peter tries to convince Jesus to stray from his destiny. 

Have you ever been called Satan by one of your good buddies? I’ll bet it’s not a great 
feeling. But think about what Peter was doing. He had just said, “You are the Christ.” And 
now, mere moments later, he’s saying: “Don’t say these things. Don’t say you’re going to 
suffer. Don’t say you’ll be killed.”

He was telling Christ to squander what the Lord had given him. He was telling him that 
having faith was fine, but being faithful? It’s just a little too hard. God has a destiny for 
you, too, and He’s asking you to be open to it. Maybe it’s not in your comfort zone. Maybe 
you don’t think you can do it.

Lord, give us faith — but help us, also, to do the work.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

LITURGICAL LIFE

RESPONDINGCallto the



SUPPORT OUR  
LOCAL ADVERTISERS
Our advertisers need your help  
during these difficult times!

Please show your support for 
your parish by also supporting our 
advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to 
bring you our bulletin every week 
without them, and right now they 
need your help more than ever. Please 
encourage and remind others to show 
their support and shop local during 
these hard times!
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QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
Invite Parishioners to Reflect and Respond to Scripture

First Reading
Despite his suffering, the prophet Isaiah insisted “the Lord God is my help.” In what way do 
you need the Lord’s help today?      

Second Reading
James sees faith alone as insufficient for Christians. He even asserts: “I will demonstrate my 
faith to you from my works.” Could you do the same?

Gospel Reading
We hear today Jesus’ definition of discipleship: “Whoever wishes to come after me must  
deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.”  How well do you measure up to this 
definition of discipleship?

He summoned the crowd 
with his disciples and 

said to them, “Whoever 
wishes to come after me 
must deny himself, take 
up his cross, and follow 
me. For whoever wishes 

to save his life will lose it, 
but whoever loses his life 

for my sake and that of the 
gospel will save it.” - 

 Mk 8:34-35
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass  
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At this he turned 
around and, 
looking at his 

disciples, rebuked 
Peter and said, 
“Get behind me, 
Satan. You are 
thinking not as 

God does, but as 
human beings do.” 
He summoned the 

crowd with his 
disciples and said 
to them, “Whoever 

wishes to come 
after me must 

deny himself, take 
up his cross, and 

follow me.”  

- Mk 8:33-34

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass 
©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
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KIDS CORNER

SHARING THE GOSPEL
Jesus was the king, the Messiah 

that God’s people had been 
waiting for. In today’s Gospel 
reading, the disciples were 

confused. If Jesus was the king, 
why was he saying he would 

die soon? Jesus’ friends did not 
understand yet that by dying 

on the cross, Jesus would save 
them from their sins.

PRAYER
Dear God, thank you for 
coming to save me from 

my sins.

MISSION  
FOR THE WEEK

With your family, talk about 
what you would enjoy if you 

were a king or queen. Tell 
how Jesus was different from 

other kings.

READ THE 
GOSPEL AND 
COMPLETE A 

PUZZLE!



   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Columban, Yelm, WA A 4C 05-1744

360-458-2255
“Thursday Nights All You 

Can Eat Beer Battered 
Fish & Chips 

w/Cole Slaw  $11.99”
210 NE 103rd Ave •Yelm

Contact Rob Witte
to place an ad today!

rwitte@4LPi.com
or (800) 950-9952 x2501


