
Mission Statement - We are a Catholic faith community that seeks to place God 
first, to know Him, and to grow in holiness together. We strive to live the Gospel 

through the Eucharist, in our teaching and way of life. 

Christi simus, non nostri.    +   We belong to Christ, not ourselves. 

May 2, 2021 

5th Sunday of Easter 

 

Parish Office 
360-458-3031  

Hours: Monday—Thursday 
9AM-12PM; 12:30-2PM 

parishoffice@saintcolumbanyelm.org 
www.saintcolumbanyelm.org 

 

Mass Schedule 
Sunday: 10:30AM 

Saturday Vigil: 5:00PM 
Daily Mass: Wednesdays 9:00AM 
Rosary is said 30min prior to each Mass 

 

Sacraments 
Anointing of the Sick: By Appointment 

Confession: Fridays 4:00—5:00PM 

 
 
 
 

Faith Formation 
Offered Sundays before and after the 
10:30AM Mass, depending on grade 

RCIA: Tuesdays 6:30PM 
 

Adult Education & Outreach 
Contact the parish office for more information 

Bible Study 
Thursdays 6:30PM 

Hispanic Prayer Group 
Tuesdays 6:00PM 

Rosary Prayer Group 
 Mondays 7:00PM 

 

 

St. Columban Parish 
506 First St. S, Yelm, WA 98597 

St. Peter Mission  
149 Keithahn St. S, Tenino, WA 98589 

 

Mission Office 
360-264-2124  

Hours: Wednesdays & Fridays  
10:30AM – 2PM 

gaby@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

 

Mass Schedule 
Sunday  8:00 AM 

Rosary is said 30min prior to Mass 
 

Sacraments 
Confession: Sunday 7:30 -7:45AM 

Anointing of the Sick: by Appt. 
 

Adult Education & Outreach 
Contact the mission office for more information 

Bible Study Thursdays 10:00AM The church may be opened upon request during office hours for private prayer 

For emergency assistance contact the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at 360-458-1904.  Please leave your name, number, and details of your need. 

mailto:www.saintcolumbanyelm.org


From a sermon by Saint Maximus of Turin, Bishop 

Christ is the day 

Christ is risen! He has burst open the gates of hell and let the dead go free; 
he has renewed the earth through the members of his Church now born 
again in baptism, and has made it blossom afresh with men brought back to 
life. His Holy Spirit has unlocked the doors of heaven, which stand wide 
open to receive those who rise up from the earth. Because of Christ’s 
resurrection the thief ascends to paradise, the bodies of the blessed enter 
the holy city, and the dead are restored to the company of the living.  

There is an upward movement in the whole of creation, each element raising 
itself to something higher. We see hell restoring its victims to the upper 
regions, earth sending its buried dead to heaven, and heaven presenting the 
new arrivals to the Lord. In one and the same movement, our Savior’s 
passion raises men from the depths, lifts them up from the earth, and sets 
them in the heights. 

Christ is risen. His rising brings life to the dead, forgiveness to sinners, and 
glory to the saints. And so David the prophet summons all creation to join in 
celebrating the Easter festival: Rejoice and be glad, he cries, on this day 
which the Lord has made. 

The light of Christ is an endless day that knows no night. Christ is this day, 
says the Apostle; such is the meaning of his words: Night is almost over; day 
is at hand. He tells us that night is almost over, not that it is about to fall. By 
this we are meant to understand that the coming of Christ’s light puts 
Satan’s darkness to flight, leaving no place for any shadow of sin. His 
everlasting radiance dispels the dark clouds of the past and checks the 
hidden growth of vice. 

The Son is that day to whom the day, which is the Father, communicates the 
mystery of his divinity. He is the day who says through the mouth of 
Solomon: I have caused an unfailing light to rise in heaven. And as in heaven 
no night can follow day, so no sin can overshadow the justice of Christ. The 
celestial day is perpetually bright and shining with brilliant light; clouds can 
never darken its skies. 

In the same way, the light of Christ is eternally glowing with luminous 
radiance and can never be extinguished by the darkness of sin. This is why 
John the evangelist says: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has never been able to overpower it. 

And so, my brothers, each of us ought surely to rejoice on this holy day. Let 
no one, conscious of his sinfulness, withdraw from our common celebration, 
nor let anyone be kept away from our public prayer by the burden of his 
guilt. Sinner he may indeed be, but he must not despair of pardon on this 
day which is so highly privileged; for if a thief could receive the grace of 
paradise, how could a Christian be refused forgiveness? 

Financial Stewardship 

        St. Columban  St. Peter 

   Weekly Goal  $5,762 $712 

   April 25 $3,258 $612 

PARISH OFFICE:  (360) 458-3031 

Fr. Dean Mbuzi,  Priest Administrator  
Ext.6 frdean@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Patricia Selsor, Bookkeeper  
Ext.2                        pat@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Katie Hennigan,  Faith Formation  
Ext. 3  katie@saintcolumbanyelm.org  

Jennifer Langham          Liturgy &  Admin Support 
 Ext. 5              jennifer@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Chris Bixby,                                 Director of Music
 chrisb@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Steven Slater,                 Custodian 
 steven@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

ST. PETER OFFICE:  (360) 264-2124 

Gaby Makinster,  St. Peter Admin 
 gaby@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Welcome! Please contact the 

office to register as a parishioner, for 
questions about any announcement, 

how to prepare for a sacrament,  
schedule a funeral or Mass Intention or 

to update your contact information. 

For daily Mass readings and Event Calendar please see our Monthly Insert, found in the narthex and on our website. 

In Our Prayers 

Loving God, we join with others of your 

people here asking you to hold in Your 

hands Joseph Waters,  Jess & Jessica Nash,  

Maria Luisa Fregoso, Ray Wilson, Paul 

Hennigan, Pam Henslee, Michelle Culler, 

Ruth Predmore, Patricia Wilkes and all 

those in harm’s way.  

Rest In Peace: Robert Portmann, Patricia 

Scott, Isabel Madrid 

 

www.saintcolumbanyelm.org 

SAINT COLUMBAN  
PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Judith Cusick (Chairperson),  

Sheila Johnson, Jerome Didier,  

Joseph Judge, Dennis Stumpf 

parishoffice@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

SAINT PETER  
ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Sherry Bachmann (Chairperson),  

Marilyn Ritter, Bernie Schwarz,  

Bob Bacon, Diane Weston,  

stpeteradvisory@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Pax et bonum,  
Fr. Dean. 

Mass Intentions 

Pray for all those affected by Covid-19 

and for first responders and caregivers. 

   May 5 —The Fregoso Family 



Thanks to our advertisers listed on the back of this bulletin! They make this publication available to the Parish at no cost to us. 

Faith Formation All Masses will resume with modifications, see below for details  

MASS RESERVATIONS 
In obedience to the COVID Safety 
Guidelines from the Archdiocese,  public 
Mass at our parish has resumed with the 
following safety measures in place.   

 Masks will be required.  Those with a 
medical exemption will be seated 
according to Archdiocesan 
guidelines. 

 Attendance is limited according to 
the most current guidelines. 

 The cry room at St. Columban is 
limited to one family per Mass and 
will be reserved on a first come-first 
served basis.  

Reservations at St. Columban: call the 
parish office at 360-458-3031 ext. 5 

Reservations at St. Peter: call the 
mission office at 360-264-2124 

If you are unable to call during  office 
hours, please leave  your name, phone 
number,  and how many will be in your 
party and we will call you back to confirm 
your reservation. 

Please note that leaving a voicemail does 
not confirm your reservation 

Important Things to Remember 

 Please arrive at least 20 minutes 
early for Mass.  You will be checked 
in by a Greeter and then seated by an 
Usher.  Seating is first come, first –
served. 

 We recommend you bring  your own 
missal with you for the readings as 
they will not be provided. 

 Please do not sing along with the 
Cantor in accordance with COVID-19 
guidelines. 

 

 

Bonus Bulletin Content! 

To save on printing, some extra bulletin 

content will now be exclusively found in the 

online edition of our bulletin, which is also 

emailed weekly to parishioners.  

Sign up at  

flocknote.com/saintcolumbanyelm or visit our 

website saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Annual Catholic Appeal 

Goals for 2021 

St. Columban: $25, 692 

St. Peter: $3,984 

Envelopes  are available in the  

Narthex or you can make your  

donation online at   

donate.seattlearchdiocese.org/aca 

Thank You to those who have already 

returned your pledges ! 

May 5  Daily Mass 

9:00AM  St. Columban 

May 6  Bible Study 

10:00AM St. Peter 

6:30PM  St. Columban 

May 7  Confession 

4-5:00PM St. Columban 

May 8  2nd Year Confirmation  

  Retreat 

9AM-1:00PM RE Building 

May 9  Mother’s Day 

7:30-7:45AM Confession @ St. Peter 

8:00AM  Mass @ St.  Peter 

10:30AM Mass @ St. Columban 

 

              Knights of Columbus 

     Council 17152 

May  19  Council Meeting 
6:00PM  Parish Hall/Zoom 

 

 

All meetings and events postponed until  
further notice 

Upcoming 1st-

5th grade Faith  

Formation 

Schedule: 

SPRING SCHEDULE: 
 
 

May 9  No Class 

Mother’s Day 
 

May 16 Class 
 

May 23 Last Class 

RCIA will resume in 
the fall for all inquir-

ers.  Registration 
remains open until  

classes resume.  

Please contact Katie Hennigan in 
the Faith Formation office for  

additional information. 

CHILDREN’S  

PRAYERS  

This past weekend 

6 children prayed 

182 prayers. 

The foundations from ages past 
you shall raise up; “Repairer of 
the breach” they hall call you, 
“Restorer of ruined dwellings”      
           - Isaiah 58:12 

Confirmation 2021: 

PARENTS of second year Confir-

mation students: be sure to check 

your email for important updates 

and information on an upcoming 

retreat scheduled for May 8th. 







ACA-B2-E

Through your generous giving, our 169 parishes and 
missions, and 73 schools help to provide A Future Full 
of Hope for thousands of people throughout Western 
Washington. A gift of $1 a day ($365), or 5% more 
than your gift last year will impact the lives of so 
many of your neighbors in need. 

Please give today.

Answer the call to “go into the world and  
proclaim the gospel to every creature.” (Mk 16:15)

www.archseattle.org/acadonate

Annual
Catholic
Appeal

A FUTURE
FULL OF 
HOPE



ACA-B2-BIL

Su donación generosa nos permite ofrecer Un 
Futuro Lleno de Esperanza a miles de personas en 
el noroeste del Estado de Washington a través de 
nuestras 169 parroquias y misiones y 73 escuelas. 
Con tan sólo $1 al día ($365), o un aumento del 5% 
en su donativo del año pasado hará un impacto en 
la vida de muchas personas en nuestra región.  
Done hoy por favor. 

Responda el llamado de “Ir al mundo y proclamar 
el Evangelio a toda criatura.”  (Mc 16:15)

www.archseattle.org/acadonate

Petición
Católica
Anual



St. Columban 

Read, Clean, Pray 

 

Ensuring that our church and sanctuary stays clean and presentable is essential to maintain its 

beauty and for the health and wellbeing of all who attend Mass here. 

Many hands make light work as the saying goes and we are in need of more volunteers.  This is 

a great way to give back to the church through donation of your time and talents. The schedule 

is flexible, and we will do our best to work with your availability. 

We have a variety of areas in which you can help: 

• Vacuuming 

• Dusting/Polishing 

• Sanitizing 

We clean the church on Thursdays at 9AM and after each Mass.  If you are interested in helping 

with this ministry, please contact Virginia Damron (360) 350-8011 for more information. 

 

 

St. Columban 

Maintenance 
 

Got skills in landscaping, groundskeeping, or repair?  The St. Columban Maintenance team 

needs you!  We maintain the church buildings and grounds through a variety of ways: 

 

• Gardening 

• Mowing 

• Tree/Shrub Trimming 

• Floor Care 

• Skilled Repairs & Maintenance (Plumbing/Electrical/Carpentry) 

 

If you have time and talent/skill you can donate to this ministry, please contact Steven Slater 

(360) 480-0014. 

 







Look Kindly on One Another
May 2, 2021

Fifth Sunday of Easter

At Home with
The new Christian community accepted Jesus’ command to trust that Paul 
had changed his ways and become a disciple. Our families need to do the 

same, looking kindly on one another even when it’s difficult.

ARCHDIOCESE OF SEATTLE

Acts 9:26-31

Saul reports to the disciples that he had seen the Lord. 

Psalm 22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32

I will praise you, Lord!

1 John 3: 18-24

Let us love in action, not just words.

John 15:1-8

I am the vine, you are the branches, you can bear much fruit!

Our first reading comes from a section of the Book of Acts that 
describes St. Paul’s conversion. Paul had terrorized believers of 
Jesus until he himself encountered the risen Jesus and was sent 
to join a community of disciples in Damascus. 

Jesus told the disciples in Damascus to welcome Paul. Though 
reluctant, they obeyed and were pleasantly surprised to 
discover that he had become a great advocate for the faith. 

Paul could grow into St. Paul because the disciples accepted 
Jesus’ command to love and forgive someone who had hurt 
their community. Family life requires an openness to this kind of 
forgiveness and faithfulness because sometimes we have to 
overcome past hurts and fears to provide space for a new 
beginning.

Conversa
Celebrate the 50 Days of Easter!

www.ArchSeattle.org/Easter 



At Home withFaith
ARCHDIOCESE OF SEATTLE

Talk Do these things to help your child to look kindly on their family.

•  Tell them about a time you had to overlook something that 
happened. Share a story about a disagreement in your family that 
you or someone else overlooked. Let them know how important 
the disagreement seemed at the time and how, after you let it go, 
it didn’t seem important at all. 

•  Ask if your child has experienced something similar. Find out if 
your child remembers a time they overlooked something a friend 
or family member did that had upset them.

•  Tell your child about a time they overlooked an offense by 
someone like a brother or sister. Describe a time when they were 
very upset about something their sister or brother did and they 
let it go. Tell them about how they eventually went back to 
playing together as if nothing had happened.

•  Ask them how the experience felt. See if they can remember the 
experience. 

•  Let them know that it pleases God to see family and community 
ties strengthened. 

Here are some reflection 
questions to help you have 
Great Conversations with 

the whole family.

“To be open to a genuine encounter with others, 
‘a kind look’ is essential. This is incompatible 

with a negative attitude that readily points out 
other people’s shortcomings while overlooking 
one’s own. A kind look helps us to see beyond 

our own limitations, to be patient and to 
cooperate with others, despite our differences. 

Loving kindness builds bonds, cultivates 
relationships, creates new networks of 

integration and knits a firm social fabric.”

Amoris Laetitia (The Joy of Love) #100

The graciousness of the “kind look” that Pope Francis 
describes can make such a difference in family life. Being 
willing to give our family members the benefit of the 
doubt helps us move past the day to day annoyances 
that are part of living with one another.  

Whether it’s an old argument, a disagreement about 
politics or some other difference, it’s not as important as 
the bonds of family love. Jesus calls us to overlook these 
things and ‘look kindly’ on one another so we can build a 
strong family grounded in Jesus.

For more resources, visit us online at:

https://marriagefamilylife.seattlearchdiocese.org/athomewithfaith



BULLETIN

May is the Month of Mary!
As the Mother of God, the Virgin Mary has a unique position among the saints, indeed, among 
all creatures. She is exalted, yet still one of us.

Redeemed by reason of the merits of her Son and united to Him by a close and indissoluble tie, 
she is endowed with the high office and dignity of being the Mother of the Son of God, by which 
account she is also the beloved daughter of the Father and the temple of the Holy Spirit. Because 
of this gift of sublime grace she far surpasses all creatures, both in heaven and on earth. At the 
same time, however, because she belongs to the offspring of Adam she is one with all those who 
are to be saved. (Lumen Gentium, no. 53)

Mary embraces God's will and freely chooses to cooperate with God's grace, thereby fulfilling a 
crucial role in God's plan of salvation. Throughout the centuries, the Church has turned to the 
Blessed Virgin in order to come closer to Christ. Many forms of piety toward the Mother of God 
developed that help bring us closer to her Son. In these devotions to Mary, "while the Mother 
is honored, the Son, through whom all things have their being and in whom it has pleased 
the Father that all fullness should dwell, is rightly known, loved and glorified and . . . all His 
commands are observed." The Church honors her as the Mother of God, looks to her as a model 
of perfect discipleship, and asks for her prayers to God on our behalf.

Foster Care Awareness Month
May is Foster Care Awareness Month! Join us in praying for all foster 
parents and children.
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The Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 2, 2021

Catholic
Current



SUNDAY, MAY 2, 2021



READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 2, 2021

SUN 5/02  Acts 9:26-31/Ps 22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32 [26a]/1 Jn 3:18-24/ 
Jn 15:1-8

MON 5/03 1 Cor 15:1-8/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5]/Jn 14:6-14

TUE 5/04 Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21 [cf. 12]/Jn 14:27-31a

WED 5/05 Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5 [cf. 1]/Jn 15:1-8

THR 5/06 Acts 15:7-21/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10 [3]/Jn 15:9-11

FRI 5/07 Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12 [10a]/Jn 15:12-17

SAT 5/08 Acts 16:1-10/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5/Jn 15:18-21

SUN 5/09  Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4 [cf. 2b]/ 
1 Jn 4:7-10/Jn 15:9-17

SUNDAY, MAY 2, 2021  |  5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER

LIVE THE LITURGY  
Inspiration for the week 

Anyone familiar with gardening knows that proper and timely pruning  
is essential. The health of the plant depends upon it. An unpruned tree can 
quickly produce suckers that zap many of the essential nutrients  
from its body. Pruning requires patience and vision. Studies reveal that 
plants often respond defensively to being pruned, displaying reactions that 
are similar to hurt or discomfort. Pruning is not easy but necessary.  
A hard lesson for us to learn is that we also need to be pruned. We become 
far healthier when we allow God to stretch, refine, and form us into the best 
version of ourselves. The fruit that then comes from our vines will be more 
abundant, nutritious, and robust. Left to our own devices we can easily 
 find ourselves running amuck and spiraling out of control. Without a  
proper vision and trust in the Master Pruner, we will never find the 
contentment we desperately desire. Nor will the work of the Gospel  
stand a chance of succeeding.

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 2, 2021 
Sunday:  5th Sunday of Easter

Monday: Sts. Phillip and James, Apostles

Wednesday: Cinco de Mayo

Thursday: National Day of Prayer

Next Sunday: 6th Sunday of Easter; Mother’s Day

Prayer  
is the bridge 
between panic 

and peace.

©LPi

WEEKLY PRAYER
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FIRST READING 
When Saul arrived in Jerusalem he tried  

to join the disciples,
   but they were all afraid of him,

   not believing that he was a disciple. (Acts 9:26)

PSALM
I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your 

people.  (Ps 22)
Or Alleluia.

SECOND READING
And his commandment is this:

   we should believe in the name of his Son,  
Jesus Christ, 

   and love one another just as he commanded us. 
(1 Jn 3:23)

GOSPEL
“I am the vine, you are the branches.

Whoever remains in me and I in him will  
bear much fruit,

  because without me you can do nothing.”  
(Jn 15:5)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 
1998, 1970 CCD.  The English translation of Psalm 
Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 
1997, International Commission on English in the 

Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

GOSPEL MEDITATION   
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture
“Spiraling out of control,” is a phrase that can easily describe the current display of human 
existence. In addition to the violence, unrest, uneasiness and turmoil that are common 
elements of our daily news, other essential pieces are misplaced or missing. Many lack an 
objective center around which to order and structure their lives or a clear set of definable 
goals or mores to act as guideposts and life directives. It appears that “feelings” have become 
a “new god” and traditional structures and ideals set aside. It is almost as if history only shows 
that we got this whole thing wrong and many are determined to finally set things right. The 
real truth, however, is that while wrongs and errors are certainly a part of our often-checkered 
past, it is hardly the case that all was wrong. It is not our task to rewrite the history of our lives, 
but to learn from mistakes that were made, and preserve the perennial wisdom at the root of 
our successes. Learning is an essential part of being human.

The question becomes, however, from whom do we learn? Some have such a hard time 
placing God in that position, but that is precisely where God needs to be. God is the Master 
Teacher from whom all of humanity learns and gets its cues. It is in and through this 
relationship with the Gardener of Life that we are fashioned and pruned into the people we 
are intended to be and can be. It is only in God that we are able to find our best selves. Sadly, 
many think that religion too, as well as history in general, has also gotten all this wrong. Yet, 
our resurrection faith tells us differently. We are reminded, today especially, that we are meant 
to remain in Christ as Christ remains in us. We are also reminded that Jesus, the Incarnate 
God, is the vine upon which we grow, the branches that flow from the source of God’s life.

Giving up our will to God’s can be a painful endeavor. It is not easy to set our own desires and 
wants aside and allow God to step in and direct and guide our growth. But this is the only way 
to prevent deadly weeds from overtaking us and bringing us to a place of self-destruction. 
God’s commandments are the very guideposts and benchmarks we need, yet many seek to 
remove them from all public view because they appear to limit self-expression and suppress 
what is considered by many to be “human freedom.” They are the only way we can find 
freedom, however. And, until we learn this fundamental lesson, we will continue to spiral out 
of control, never really knowing who we are, what our potential can be or how life really can be 
lived. We will not know peace.©LPi

©LPi

WORSHIP & MEDITATION



WHY DO WE DO THAT? 
Catholic Life Explained: 

Question:
Is gossip a mortal sin?

Answer:
To really ask this question, we must consider 
the Eighth Commandment: “You shall not 
bear false witness.” 
In its reflections on this commandment, The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church invites 
us to not only think about what bearing 
“false witness” means, but to also consider 
how we understand the truth and how we 
communicate more broadly. This is why so 
much of this section of the Catechism has to 
do with the gift of language. With this in mind, 
we will notice that the word “gossip” isn’t used 
by the Catechism. Instead, we find the words 
“detraction” and “calumny,” which are actually 
two forms that gossip can take, and both can 
be quite serious. 
First, detraction is the of revealing “another’s 
faults and failings to persons who did not 
know them,” without morally valid reasons. 
Calumny, by extension, is saying something 
about another person that is untrue, and 
it is sinful because it “harms the reputation 
of others and gives occasion for false 
judgements” (see no. 2477). 
In all of our communication, we have to 
always recognize that we have a moral 
obligation to the truth and to always work 
to protect the reputation and honor of our 
neighbors (see no. 2479). 
Gossip can, in fact, prove to be a very serious 
sin. After all, the Catechism reminds us: “No 
one is bound to reveal the truth to someone 
who does not have the right to know it” (no. 
2489). When we have gossiped, especially 
if we are aware we have damaged another 
person’s good name or reputation, we want 
to make every effort to undo the damage we 
have done, including seeking the grace and 
forgiveness offered in the Sacrament  
of Reconciliation.

©LPi

©LPi

©LPi SUNDAY, MAY 2, 2021  |  5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER

PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING
Our parish is grateful for your continued support. Thank you!

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments
Branching Out Isn’t Always What It’s Cracked Up to Be

“That’s a really beautiful tree branch. Man, would you look at the bark on that thing? The 
others are real duds, but that low-hanging branch has really got it all together.”

I’ve never heard anyone say this. Maybe I just need to hang out with more arborists, but I 
can’t recall ever hearing someone admire the particular beauty of a single branch. When 
someone comments on a tree, it’s usually the whole tree — perhaps a visual element of it, 
like the color of the leaves or its height. But people don’t usually zero in on one branch.

Maybe that’s because usually, if one branch is looking a little weak, chances are every 
other branch is, too.

The Bible tells us that when we bear fruit as good everyday stewards, it is for the Father’s 
glory. We are the branch on His magnificent tree. What we have is from Him, and what 
we do likewise points back to Him. We also tend to reflect how well the other branches 
around us are incorporating the nutrients coming their way. That’s all fine and good in 
theory. In practice, it can be an arduous exercise in humility.

When I do something virtuous or charitable or kind, there is a part of me that wants to 
stand out for it. I think that’s true for all of us. We’ve given of ourselves in some way or 
overcome some human temptation to accomplish a little bit of good in this world, and 
even though we know God sees us, we’d really love for everyone else to see it, too.

It’s a struggle, for sure. But we need to remember that our fruit belongs to the whole tree.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

LITURGICAL LIFE

RESPONDINGCallto the



SUPPORT OUR  
LOCAL ADVERTISERS
Our advertisers need your help  
during these difficult times!

Please show your support for 
your parish by also supporting our 
advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to 
bring you our bulletin every week 
without them, and right now they 
need your help more than ever. Please 
encourage and remind others to show 
their support and shop local during 
these hard times!

©LPiSUNDAY, MAY 2, 2021  |  5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
Invite Parishioners to Reflect and Respond to Scripture

First Reading
Luke tells us how the conversion of Saul (Paul) and the acceptance by the disciples of him 
helped facilitate peace in the Church throughout Judea, Galilee, and Samaria. What do you 
think is needed to bring about peace in our Church today? 

Second Reading
John teaches his community that believing in Jesus and loving one another is the heart of 
God’s commandment. How would you assess yourself in following this two-fold command? 

Gospel Reading
Using the metaphor of a vine and branches, Jesus urges his disciples to “remain in me” in 
order to bear good fruit and thereby glorify God. What would be some examples of “good 
fruit” that you have produced?

“I am the true vine, and 

my Father is the vine 

grower. He takes away 

every branch in me that 

does not bear fruit, and 

everyone that does  

He prunes so that it  

bears more fruit.” 

– Jn 15:1-2

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass  
©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD

LITURGICAL LIFE
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“Remain in me, as I 

remain in you. Just as 

a branch cannot bear 

fruit on its own unless 

it remains on the vine, 

so neither can you 

unless you remain 

in me. I am the vine, 

you are the branches. 

Whoever remains 

in me and I in him 

will bear much fruit, 

because without me 

you can do nothing.” 

- Jn 15:4-5

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass 
©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

3 EASY STEPS 
To Keeping Yourself & Others Healthy!
We are cautioned to be especially careful during the Coronavirus outbreak.  
Here are some simple ways to keep sickness away.

Wash Your Hands 
Wash your hands for at least 20 seconds using soap and water. If you can’t wash  
your hands, use hand sanitizer frequently.

Don’t Touch Your Face 
Especially around the eyes, nose and mouth. If you must sneeze, use a tissue or  
your arm.

Keep Your Distance 
Practice social distancing during this epidemic and stay away from large groups. 
Instead, call, email or check up on family and friends using social media.
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KIDS CORNER

SHARING THE GOSPEL
Put a brand new light bulb in a 

lamp. Turn the lamp on. It shines 
brightly. Now, unplug the lamp. 

The lamp goes dark. It might 
be a nice lamp. It might have 
a new light bulb. Yet, without 
being plugged in to electricity, 

the lamp cannot shine. In today’s 
Gospel, Jesus is the vine and you 
are a branch. As long as you are 
attached to Jesus, your faith can 
grow fruit like love, kindness and 

gentleness. If you break away 
from Jesus, your faith will die, and 

you will not grow any fruit. Stay 
plugged in to Jesus, so you can 

shine. Stay connected to Jesus, so 
your faith can grow fruit.

PRAYER
God, help me to stay  
connected to Jesus.

MISSION  
FOR THE WEEK

Read Galatians 5:22-23 with 
your family. Write down the nine 

different kinds of fruit that will 
grow from your faith, when you 

stay connected to Jesus. 

READ THE 
GOSPEL AND 
COMPLETE A 

PUZZLE!

Unscramble the words from today’s Gospel:
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