
 

  

 

Your Church Staff 
Interim Pastor Phil Gustafson 
pastorphil@qwestoffice.net 
Kristen Wood -Office Manager 
sodsecretary@qwestoffice.net 
Organist– Debra Senelly 
Judy Yates- Part time Secretary 
Contact the church staff at  
623-933-1359 

Mission: "Created, Redeemed and 
Called by God, we reach out to all, by 
sharing our gifts and the unconditional 
love of Jesus."  

Vision:  “To be an intergenerational 
congregation that puts the Love of Christ 
into action from one generation to 
another and from our community to our 
world".  

Watch live on Facebook  if you would like 
to watch Worship just search Shepherd 
of the Desert Sun City on facebook or 
check out our website 
@shepherdofthedesertelca.org 

Your Church Council 
Council President-Keith LaShier 
Vice President-Rob Thirkell 
Council Secretary-Susan Launder 
Council Member– Barbara Collins 
Council Member-Kris SImons 
Council Member-George Natonick 
If you would like to contact a council  
member please contact the church 
office  
at 623-933-1359 

Shepherd of the Desert Evangelical  

Lutheran Church of Sun City 

Monthly Newsletter 

From Pastor Phil, 

3 I thank my God every time I remember you, 4 constantly praying 

with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 5 because of 

your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6 I am con-

fident of this, that the one who began a good work among you 

will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.     

Philippians 1:3-6 

As you read this my journey with you as the Transitional Interim 

Pastor is coming or  has come to an end.  There is much joy in my 

heart that we have called Pastor John Maroni to shepherd us in 

the next leg of our journey.   

It has been a great honor to serve during this time of transition 

as pastor for you.  And in my daily prayers I am living out the 

words of Paul to his favorite congregation.  You have made my 

work much more effective and even easier with your deep faith, 

deep hope and most important, your deep love.  As we have 

journeyed through the valley of the shadow of death to the 

overflowing banquet table where cups overflow with grace.  We 

have taken a serious look at ourselves and came forth with re-

newed hope and love for God, each other, and the world around 

us. 

I end my active ministry here with deep appreciation for each of 

you and with great confidence in our future as a congregation 

with the strong, excellent leadership and staff we have and with 

the gifts of and more importantly the person of Pr. Maroni. 

Thank you for this privilege. 

Pastor Phil 



What’s Happening in May….. 
Pastor Phil Gustafson’s last weekend officiating Worship is April 30, May 1. 

 

Pastor John Maroni will be officiating Worship May 7, 8.  

 

Installation Service for Pastor John Maroni 

May 14th at 10:00 am. The Rev. Pat Reed will be officiating. There will 

be a reception luncheon to follow in Walton Hall. Make sure to join us 

and welcome Pastor John to S.O.D. 

 

Wednesday Bible Study  

Wednesday evening’s at 6:00 pm in Walton Hall 

 

 

Open Air Market  

 

Pancake Breakfast 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Price is right FREE!!! This is a free event for our community come 

and join us for take out or dine in May 28th at 8:00 am-10:00 am. 

Food trucks and a variety of vendors will be in our north parking lot 

Saturday, May 21st from 6:00 pm-9:00 pm. This is the only large out-

door market in the area so come and enjoy!  



Council Presidents Message 

Several significant events will be occurring at Shepherd of the Desert Lutheran Church (SOD) over the next 

month.  We hope all members of SOD will attend these events. 

April 30, 2022: After the Saturday church service there will be a thank-you celebration for Pastor Phil Gustafson. 

Bishop Hutterer of the Grand Canyon Synod will participate in the church service that evening.  The evening will 

include a barbecue meal for everyone to enjoy. 

May 1, 2022:  Pastor John Maroni is officially on the rolls of SOD.  He will attend the Sunday church service.  Pastor 

Phil will preside over this service which will be his last official preaching as the Interim Pastor. 

May 14, 2022:  There will be an Installation Service for Pastor Maroni on Saturday morning, at 10:00 a.m.  The 

Grand Canyon Synod will have a representative assist in the service.  Pastors from area churches will attend to 

welcome Pastor Maroni.  A meal will be provided in Walton Hall following the service. 

Church Council Activities 

Members of the church council work behind the scenes with staff and volunteer groups to oversee many activities 

during the month.  Below is a sampling of activities the church council have been involved in the past couple of 

months. 

• Oversight of the numerous facility projects (Exterior Lighting Project – Parking Lot Improvements – Exterior 

• Painting – Video Projection System – Internet Improvement Project). 

• Coordination with the Cook Team, Altar Guild, volunteers for Usher-Greeter, Worship Assistants, and those 

who operate the Sound System. 

• Interview and selection of a Custodial Services firm. 

• Interview and selection of a Landscaping firm. 

• Staff and Council members respond to maintenance requests which have included repairs to the entrance 

doors to Walton Hall, repairs to the Fire Alarm panel, re-key of certain doors within our facility, and  

• Replacement of a transmitter/receiver that operated the electric sign in front of our facility. 

We wish to thank staff, volunteers and Council members for their efforts to keep activities at SOD operating 

smoothly.  Additional volunteers are needed in many service areas. Let the church staff or any Council member 

know if you have some time and interests to assist the church. 

God’s peace to everyone. 

Keith E. LaShier  

Council President  



       

    Sat.  Sun.           Visitor         

March 26 & 27  20  42  5 

April 2 & 3   45  44 

April 9 & 10   25  51 

April 16 & 17   40  71  8 

April 23 & 24   31  51  7 

  

This does not include our attendance for online Worship.  

This attendance  is for in person Worship only. 

 

   

 

Altar Guild Volunteers Needed: We are still looking for members, both male and fe-

male are welcome.  We have gotten older, fewer in number and due to the steps and 

weight of some of the items that we use each week, WE NEED VOLUNTEERS. 

Please call Bev Luger at (623) 875-6871 to get more information.  WE NEED YOU! 

We are supporting a new mission called Orphan Grain Train 

this will be ongoing with donations of gently used clothing, 

shoes, bedding, towels. There will be a bin in the narthex 

that you can bring these items to donate. These Items will 

be distributed locally and world wide. Thanks for helping us 

support this new mission!! 



Augmentations and Modulations, 

 

Easter!  He Is Risen!  He Is Risen, Indeed!  What a glorious time of the year.  I have to say that Easter is my fa-
vorite celebration.  More so than Christmas.  I love what Easter represents, what it means to me and to others.  
Our Lord that we worship and praise is alive!  He is a living God.  He is not an idol.  He listens to our prayers 
and answers them with abundance.  How fortunate are we to love him and have him in our daily lives.   

 

Our worship music represents this love, our hopes, and prayers that we explore by using our voices.  I asked a 
favor last month.  I asked that you pray for our choir and I feel you did just that.  The choir has made great 
strides in our abilities.  Our voices have gotten stronger and our music choices, more difficult. We are excited to 
join in song and praise with our new pastor.  Pastor John Maroni.  I hear he loves music just as much as our 
choir.   

We have many emotions this month as we say goodbye to our interim pastor, Pastor Phil and welcome our new 
senior pastor, Pastor John.  But words cannot express our thanks to Pastor Phil for all he has done for this 
church and its congregants.  We would not have made it through this very trying year without him.  Thank you, 
Pastor Phil.  And thank you for supporting our choir every step of the way.  I hope you will be singing with us in 
the fall.   

Our choir continues to rehearse on Wednesday mornings, in the choir room located in Walton Hall, at 10:00 
a.m.  We have only a few more rehearsals until we take the break for summer.  Come join us.  Get your feet 
wet.  Wet your whistle.  Now would be a great time to try out this amazing way to worship our Lord and Savior.  
You will not regret it. Our last Sunday to sing will be May 22nd.  So our last rehearsal will be Wednesday, May 
18th.  Come, help us to end this year of choir on a “High note!” 

 

Musically His, 

Debra S. Senelly 

Minister of Music 

Shepherd of the Desert Church 

(623) 933-1359   

 

 

May: Camp Aloma, set in Prescott, provides programming 

for all age groups: retreats for upper elementary and jun-

ior high students, Family Camp, Women’s Camp and 

Summer Camp. If you would like more information about 

camp this summer call church office for more info.  



The Price is right FREE!!! This is a 

free event for our community come 

and join us for take out or dine in 

May 28th at 8:00 am-10:00 am 

 

Pat Tong  5/03 

Cindy Olson 5/06 

Linda Servais 5/08 

Dave Hargreaves  5/08 

Rob THirkell  5/09 

Joanne Gollatz 5/15 

Shelia Conn 5/17 

Beverly Wilson 5/26 

 Notary Services available. Free to 

church members, call church office 

or Judy Yates for an appointment. 

Ladies!!  We are getting our WELCA program going again.  A monthly bible study from Gather 

Magazine. Our next meeting is planned for Tuesday  May17th at 11:30 am. Copies of the maga-

zine study will be available. After bible study we will be having a bring your own brown bag lunch. 

Come and join us! 


