
 

  

 

Your Church Staff 
Interim Pastor Phil Gustafson 
pastorphil@qwestoffice.net 
Kristen Wood -Office Manager 
sodsecretary@qwestoffice.net 
Organist– Debra Senelly 
Judy Yates- Part time Secretary 
Contact the church staff at  
623-933-1359 

Mission: "Created, Redeemed and 
Called by God, we reach out to all, by 
sharing our gifts and the unconditional 
love of Jesus."  

Vision:  “To be an intergenerational 
congregation that puts the Love of Christ 
into action from one generation to 
another and from our community to our 
world".  

Watch live on Facebook  if you would like 
to watch Worship just search Shepherd 
of the Desert Sun City on facebook or 
check out our website 
@shepherdofthedesertelca.org 

Your Church Council 
Council President-Keith LaShier 
Vice President-Rob Thirkell 
Council Secretary-Susan Launder 
Council Member– Barbara Collins 
Council Member-Kris SImons 
Council Member-George Natonick 
If you would like to contact a council  
member please contact the church 
office  
at 623-933-1359 
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But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, tak-

ing the spices that they had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the 

tomb, 3 but when they went in, they did not find the body. 4 While they were per-

plexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5 The 

women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, 

“Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. 6 Re-

member how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be 

handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” 8 Then 

they remembered his words, 9 and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the 

eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother 

of James, and the other women with them who told this to the apostles. 11 But these 

words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 12 But Peter got 

up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by them-

selves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened.-- Luke 24:1-12 NRSV 

Coming for one thing and discovering something else.  That may be the 

headline for Mary Magdeline, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other 

women with them as they went early the morning after the Sabbath to honor their 

loved friend, dead and buried without proper preparation.  Their hopes dashed as 

they saw him die on Friday, then watched as Joseph of Arimathea claimed the body 

from Pilate and wrapped him in linen cloth and buried him in a tomb sealing with a 

large rock.  Now they could bring the oils and ointments to properly dress and honor 

their friend.  That was their purpose and then they could get on with their lives, living 

with their grief and hopes and dreams broken by this unjust death. 

 But God had other plans for them. They came to honor their dead friend, but 

God gave them a new gift in life.  In the resurrection of Jesus God revealed to these 

women that their dreams and hopes were too small. That God was true to His prom-

ises and that life would never be the same for them. 

 How about you? Are you just going to do that which is right and brings honor 

to you or others?  Are your dreams and hopes too small? Easter is a beginning point 

for each of us.  Jesus risen from the dead and giving us the assurance of life with 

God forever can lift our vision to see not only what is, but what can be.  And that for 

each person it begins with us.  We can tunnel vision our life on the things we can 

see, feel, hear or we can have our vision expanded by God’s good news for us.  

Each of us knows someone who needs the power of resurrection to touch their lives.  

I would invite them to come and see, as the women ran to the apostles to let them 

know and invite them to experience a new vision of life.   

          

  

       Pastor’s letter continued…. 



God has blessed Shepherd of the Desert with Resurrection life time and again.  We, as members, need to be guided to seeing 

this resurrection promise and power so that we can be filled with Gospel energy to share God’s good news and invite others to 

experience Christ in their lives.       

To take part in the Easter transition, from life as you knew it to what life can be.  In May our Easter transition will open a 

new chapter with the ministry of Pastor John Maroni.  We have been in transition for over a year now and this Easter season we 

will experience resurrection life in a new way.  For the followers of Jesus much remained the same – the Romans ruled, the 10 

Commandments still were active, business went on as usual, but with the resurrection much changed – and we can see the same 

in our lives this Easter season. 

 Come and gather with friends each weekend in worship and hear how Easter touched the lives of many.  On Wednes-

days in April we will continue our Bible Study on the days of Holy Week and Easter.  Our April movie will be “Risen” a retelling of 

the first Easter season from a different perspective.  Our Lenten journey By My Hand, Crucified, For My Sake will conclude on 

Maundy Thursday as we hear from Biblical Characters how Jesus transformed their lives and perhaps can transform our own 

lives. Let us celebrate Easter, not just as a day, but as the week of weeks that it is! 

HE IS RISEN!  HE IS RISEN INDEED! 

Pastor Phil 

MARCH PASTORAL ACTS 

Committal Service: March 20     Susan Jordan 

Confirmation (Affirmation of Baptism): March 13  Daniel Cerka 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY  

Our Wednesday Bible Study will complete its study of Holy Week and Easter each Wednesday in April at 6:00 

PM.  April 6 Maundy Thursday, April 13 Good Friday and Holy Saturday, April 20 Easter Day, April 27 Through 

Ascension Day 

APRIL FIRST SATURDAY SUPPER! 

Our fabulous cook team is preparing a delicious feast for us on Saturday, April 2nd  at 5:15 PM!   

Come and enjoy the fine food and fellowship! 

SHRED A THON  

Saturday April 16th 9:00 am –1:00 pm S.O.D. south parking lot 

SATURDAY NIGHT MOVIE 

Our April Movie night will be “Risen”  on Saturday, 23rd  at 5:30 PM at Walton Hall.  

(Bring a bag lunch for real food or enjoy the popcorn). 

UPDATE ON CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 

The Parking Lot is sealed and striped, the exterior lighting is completely replaced and the exterior painting of 

the church is completed.  We are awaiting the upgrade to our internet service and the installation of the interior 

video projectors and screen. 



Council Presidents Message 

Congratulations to the members of Shepherd of the Desert Lutheran Church.  You approved a recommendation from the 

Council to select a new Senior Pastor.  A Special Congregational Meeting was held February 26.   The purpose of the special 

Congregational Meeting was to issue a call for a Senior Pastor.  A second purpose of the meeting was to vote on the “Term of 

Call” that included the compensation for the new Pastor.   

The attendees were advised that Reverend John P. Maroni from Faith Lutheran Church in Eaton, CO was recommended by the 

Call Committee and Council to serve as our Senior Pastor. Pastor Maroni provided a video that was shared with the attendees 

with information on his background, his strengths, areas of expertise, and desires to lead SOD.  Discussions were held with the 

attendees with input from Council and Call Committee members.  Pastor John P. Maroni was unanimously selected by the 

authorized voting members who attended the meeting to be called to SOD as the Senior Pastor. 

Pastor John and his wife Lisa are excited to join our congregation.  They are now in the process of selling their home in Colora-

do and will soon be seeking a home in Arizona.  Below is some background information on Pastor John.  

Grew up in Ohio. 

Graduated from the University of Akron (Ohio) with a Bachelor of Arts in Education.  

Graduated from Trinity Lutheran Seminary with a Master of Divinity. 

Served two parishes in Ohio.  Had served as Youth Director earlier in his career.  Internship at Christ Lutheran 

Church, Highlands Ranch, CO 

Now serving as Senior Pastor, Faith Lutheran Church, Eaton, CO.  

Has experience in various worship styles, such as Traditional, Contemporary, and Blended.  

Areas of Expertise 

Preaching and Worship Leadership 

Pastoral Care and Visitation 

Small Group Ministry 

Community Organizing  

Interpersonal Climate 

Areas of Strength 

Teaching 

Communications/Media 

Ministry with Seniors 

Youth and Family Ministry 

Ecumenical Work 

Lisa Maroni is an elementary school teacher and will be seeking employment to continue her teaching career. The Maroni’s do 

not qualify for living in Sun City as they do not meet the age restriction requirements and are seeking a home on the western 

side of our larger community. 

Pastor Maroni and Lisa will join our Congregation on May 1st.  There will be a special Installation Service on Saturday, May 14th 

at 10:00 a.m. with representatives from the Synod and Pastors from our greater community attending to welcome the Maroni’s to 

Sun City and Shepherd of the Desert Lutheran Church. 

Keith E. LaShier  

 Council President  



       

    Sat.  Sun.           Visitor         

February 26 & 27  27  43  2 

March 2 (Ash Wednesday) 24  26 

March  5 & 6   34  47  6 

March 12 & 13  27  59  5 

March 19 & 20  24  43  5 

   

This does not include our attendance for online Worship.  

This attendance  is for in person Worship only. 

April 10th  

 at 9:30 am  
        April 14th at  

 1:00 pm and 6:30 pm 

April 15th  

at 6:30 pm 

April 16th 

at 4:00 pm 

 

April 17th  

at 9:30 am 

  Holy week Schedule 2022 

Altar Guild Volunteers Needed: We are still looking for members, both male and fe-

male are welcome.  We have gotten older, fewer in number and due to the steps and 

weight of some of the items that we use each week, WE NEED VOLUNTEERS. 

Please call Bev Luger at (623) 875-6871 to get more information.  WE NEED YOU! 



Augmentations and Modulations, 
 

Having been a music minister since the age of 15, I have seen many things happen in church that make me cry, cringe, and laugh.  

Here is one of the funnier ones. 
 

   While playing for a United Methodist Church, out in Avondale, I noticed a lively youngster in the front row.  He must have 

been about four years old. 

   He certainly was active, and his antics entertained the whole congregation during the hymns and the pastoral prayer.  

Seated several rows back, his mother tried to get his attention several times.  She failed.   

   Finally, just before the sermon, she walked briskly forward, grabbed her son by the shoulder, and began marching him 

down the aisle.   

   With each step he would drag his heels and yell, “no, Momma, no!”  The battle drew every eye. 

   Then, a few feet from the narthex doors, the youngster apparently had a vision of his soon-to-be-realized fate.  Just be-

fore disappearing, he cried out with great urgency: “Oh, my goodness!  Somebody pray!” 

   It was a hard act for our minister and the choir to follow. 

We all have things that we want to pray for.  There are so many events and happenings in our world that it is hard to choose just 
one.  But, for this reading of this newsletter, I would ask that you take a moment and say a prayer for our choir.  We are so happy 

that it is growing and love everyone who feels they can be a part.  We thank you for your prayers.   
 

Won’t you join us for rehearsals on Wednesday mornings from 10:00 to 11:30. We also have a short rehearsal Sunday morning at 
8:45.  All rehearsals take place in the choir room, located in Walton Hall.  So, even if you are still working, you can be a part of our 

growing choir.  We are currently practicing for all of April and May.  We will not be singing during the summer months. 
 

I hope you continue to enjoy the music, both from the organ and the choir.  Let me know if you would like to be a part of this very 
special way to worship our Lord and Savior.  As Pastor Phil reminds us, “When you sing, you praise your Lord twice.  Once with 

your heart and again with your voice.” 

 

Musically His, 

Debra S. Senelly Minister of Music 

Shepherd of the Desert Church (623) 933-1359   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 April: Navajo Evangelical Lutheran Mission, Rock Point, AZ 

exists to connect diverse communities to the needs of the Nava-

jo people by creating a safe environment where the values of 

education, culture and spiritual formation are accessible to all 

people. 

Part time office help needed – 3-4 hours per month for fil-
ing, preferred day would be on Monday or Tuesday but you 
could come any day. Also, looking for offering counters com-
mitment is once a month Monday’s at 9:00 am. Thanks you! 



The Price is right FREE!!! 

This is a free event for our commu-

nity come and join us for take out 

or dine in April 30th at 8:00 am-

10:00 am 

Ladies!!  We are getting our WELCA program going again.  A monthly bible study from Gather 

Magazine. Our next meeting is planned for Tuesday  April 19th at 11:30 am. Copies of the maga-

zine study will be available. After bible study we will be having a bring your own brown bag lunch. 

Come and join us! 

A note of thanks…… 

Thank you for your breakfast ministry. 

It gives me an opportunity to get out 

and meet friends and socialize. I pray 

that God will richly bless your  

Congregation.  Emmie 

 

Sheri Thirkell 4/05 

Daniel Cerka 4/07 

Dan Jones 4/08 

Pat Dutrack 4/10 

Debra Senelly 4/11 

Don Wilson 4/15 

Flo Carroll 4/23 

Stephan Linthicum 4/24 

Jeff Hansen 4/29 

Rob and Sheri Thirkell 4/02/2005 

Richard and Darla Lohr 4/06/1991 

Lee and Judy Llyod 4/17/1976 

 Notary Services available. Free to 

church members, call church office 

or Judy Yates for an appointment. 


