
 

  

 

Your Church Staff 
Interim Pastor Phil Gustafson 
pastorphil@qwestoffice.net 
Kristen Wood -Office Manager 
sodsecretary@qwestoffice.net 
Organist– Debra Senelly 
Judy Yates- Part time Secretary 
Victor Lozano, Custodian 
Contact the church staff at  
623-933-1359 
 
 

Mission: "Created, Redeemed and Called by 
God, we reach out to all, by sharing our gifts 
and the unconditional love of Jesus."  

Vision:  “To be an intergenerational 
congregation that puts the Love of Christ into 
action from one generation to another and 
from our community to our world".  

Our Worship service is now live on Facebook  if 
you would like to watch Worship just search 
Shepherd of the Desert Sun City on facebook or 
check out our website 
@shepherdofthedesertelca.org 

Your Church Council 
Council President-Keith LaShier 
Vice President-Rob Thirkell 
Council Secretary-Susan Launder 
Council Member– Barbara Collins 
Council Member-Kris SImons 
Council Member-George Natonick 
If you would like to contact a council  
member please contact the church 
office  
at 623-933-1359 
 

Shepherd of the Desert Evangelical  

Lutheran Church of Sun City 

Monthly Newsletter 

1Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, 2where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He 
ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were over, he was famished. 3The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to 
become a loaf of bread.” 4Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’ ” 5Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant 
all the kingdoms of the world. 6And the devil said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to 
anyone I please. 7If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” 8Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, 
  and serve only him.’ ”9Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
throw yourself down from here, 10for it is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you, 
  to protect you,’11and‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 
12Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 13When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an op-
portune time. (Luke 4:1-13) 
 

During Lent we focus on fasting, not feasting – focusing our spiritual lives on reducing things we do or have, as we remember what God 
gave up for us in his Son, Jesus Christ.  This discipline allows us to focus on the feasting, the blessings of Easter.  Some people fast by giv-
ing up eating or drinking something.  Some fast by giving up a favorite activity.  Some fast time by spending more time reading the Bible or 
devotional book, or in prayer. 
 

One of the challenges to the prayer practice of fasting is temptation.  Temptation seeks to lead you away from your relationship with God 
and your relationship with others.  It is often a way to get something more quickly than you know is right, or something more for your conven-
ience even if it disadvantages another.  Or takes you away from your purpose.  That extra sugared treat that would give you needed energy 
when fasting from desserts and sugared snacks – it is just one and won’t hurt anyone, when you committed your heart to fast as a prayer 
offering to God. 
 

Temptation – giving into it hurts you, often others, and rebels against God.  Our Lenten Sunday journey begins this year with the temptation 
of Jesus in the wilderness by Satan, following his baptism in the River Jordan and the Father’s wonderful words of affirmation.  This year it is 
the account recorded in Luke 4:1-13.  The temptations were aimed at distracting Jesus from God’s purpose for saving the world – to take a 
shortcut, to follow someone else’s lead, to claim for self that which belongs to another.  Many of the temptations we face fit into the above 
categories. 
 

Jesus would have us be mindful of the power of this sin when we pray.  He includes in the prayer he taught: “Lead us not into temptation.”  

This can affect us as individuals and as communities.  Even churches can be tempted – to take shortcuts, to not take responsibility, to not 

share, to not help our neighbor in need, to only do things if convenient, to live out “it’s the least I can do” and mean it.  To elevate oneself by 

demoting someone else.  To point a finger at someone else,  
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forgetting that when one does that there are three fingers pointing back at self.  To put oneself above others and God – these are 
deadly temptations because they take you away from the source of all that is good and denies the reason for Lent, for Good Fri-
day, for Easter. 
 

Temptation is deadly because it kills relationships, with God, with others and even within oneself.  This Lenten time prayerfully 
reflect upon this particular sin and how it affects your life, both as a receiver of someone else’s giving into temptation and as one 
who engages in that.   
 

Let us also give thanks to God when God answers our words in the Lord’s Prayer – “lead us not into temptation” – as individuals 
and as a community of grace at Shepherd of the Desert. 
 

Let us fast from temptation this Lent and engage in honoring God and building up others with God’s graces given us. 
 
Yours in Christ, Pastor Phil 

FEBRUARY PASTORAL ACTS 

Wedding renewal: Henry and Erna Anderson February 5th  Funeral: February 14  Susan Jordan 

New Members Received: Robert and Debra Senelly February 20 
 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 12 

Our Wednesday Bible Study which is exploring the Old Testament will not meet in March  We will gather at 6:00 PM on Wednes-

days, March 9, 16, 23 & 30th  at Walton Hall.  You are welcome to come and join in learning about the Old Testament through a 

video presentation and invigorating discussion! 

MARCH FIRST SATURDAY SUPPER! 

Our fabulous cook team is preparing a delicious feast for us on Saturday, March 5th at 5:15 PM!  Come and enjoy the fine food 

and fellowship!   

      MARCH AND APRIL BIBLE STUDY’S 

On Wednesday evenings in March and April we are putting the Old Testament Study on hold as we will explore Holy Week and 

Easter.  At 6:00 PM  on Wednesdays beginning March 9 (No study on March 2) we will explore Palm Sunday (3/9); Holy Monday 

(3/16); Holy Tuesday (3/23); Holy Wednesday (3/30); Maundy Thursday (4/6); Good Friday (4/13); Easter (4/20); Post-Easter 

(4/27).  Come and explore what the Gospels record for those days and their meaning for us. 

SATURDAY NIGHT MOVIE 

Our March Movie night will be “Jesus Christ, Superstar”  on Saturday, March 26th at 5:15 PM at Walton Hall. (Bring a bag lunch 

for real food or enjoy the popcorn). 

UPDATE ON CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 

We have received the funds from the Mission Investment Fund and as this newsletter is published will have the exterior lighting 

all replaced and upgraded.  The Parking Lot is expected to be done by the end of February and the exterior painting of both build-

ings will be done in early March.  The interior video projectors will be installed in March as well.  Our internet will be upgraded by 

the end of March.  So by March 31 all of the projects approved by the congregation should be completed. 

PRETZEL SUNDAY 
 

On the Third weekend of Lent, March 19 & 20  we will be observing “Pretzel Sunday”. We will celebrate the Legend of the Pretzel. 
According to a folk tale, the first pretzel was made by a French monk long ago.  At that time, people prayed by crossing their 
arms over their chest, so the monk twisted the dough to represent arms folded in prayer. The three openings in the pretzel stand 
for the three persons of the Trinity.  The salt reminds us that we are “the salt of the earth.” (Matthew 5:13), and must stay true to 
our Christian calling to make a difference in the world.  The yeast (when used) represents the kingdom of heaven (Luke 13:20-
21), reminding us to be a leavening influence in the world by living the Gospel. 



Council Presidents Message 

This past month saw the loss of Sue Jordan, who had been a member of the office staff for several years.  A 

memorial service was held at the church to commemorate her life and being part of our overall ministry.  

 

Calendar year 2022 is starting off to be a busy time for our church.   The biggest news may be that the Call 

Committee and Council have recommended that a Special Congregational Meeting will be held on February 

26th, beginning at 10:00 a.m. and held in Walton Hall. The purpose of this special Congregational Meeting is to 

issue a call for a Senior Pastor.  A second purpose of this meeting is to vote on the “Term of Call” that would 

include the compensation for the new Pastor.  The Call Committee and Council are excited about this opportu-

nity to present to all members information on the candidate. We will provide a taped video of the Pastor intro-

ducing himself and talking about his passions and desires to be part of the future of Shepherd of the Desert 

Lutheran Church. 

 

Prior messages from the Council have highlighted several initiatives that were approved at a prior Congrega-

tional meeting in November 2021.  The lighting project is nearing completion or will be complete when you 

receive this newsletter. If you have not observed the significant improvement in the lighting of the parking ar-

eas you should do so as it is impressive. 

 

The exterior painting of the buildings and repair and restriping of the parking areas will begin soon.  

These projects when completed will improve the look and use of our campus.  

The Open Air Market resumed on Saturday, February 19th.  This monthly event has many vendors, exhibitors, 

and food booths located on the north parking lot.  Residents of our greater community will have the opportu-

nity to see how our members welcome everyone to our facility. The monthly pancake breakfast provides com-

munity residents the opportunity to see the generosity of our members. 

The Council wishes to thank our volunteers for their service to the ministry of SOD. Your names may not be 

on golden plaques, but your services are noticed and appreciated.   

Keith E. LaShier  

 Council President 

    



       

    Sat.  Sun.           Visitor         

January 29 & 30  28  39  2 

February 5 & 6  22  47  2 

February 12 & 13  26  56  4 

February 19 & 20  25  38     

 

This does not include our attendance for online Worship.  

This attendance  is for in person Worship only. 

             

 ASH WEDNESDAY AND MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICE 

 March 2nd-1:00 and 6:30 Ash Wednesday Service 

   March 9th-11:30 am Soup Luncheon, 1:00 pm Lenten Service 

   March 16th-11:30 am Soup Luncheon, 1:00 pm Lenten Service 

   March 23rd-11:30 am Soup Luncheon 1:00 pm Lenten Service 

   March 30th-11:30 am Soup Luncheon 1:00 pm Lenten Service 

   April 6th-11:30 am Soup Luncheon 1:00 pm Lenten Service 



Augmentations and Modulations, 

 

The Chancel Choir is in the full swing of things.  Join us for rehearsals on Wednesday mornings from 10:00 to 11:30.  We also do 
a short rehearsal Sunday mornings at 8:45.  So, even if you are still working, you can be a part of our growing choir.  We are cur-

rently practicing for the Holy Week and Easter! 

 

Lord, the pageantry of Holy Week time is nothing new to us.  How many times have we heard the passion narrative?  For years we 
have listened to these ceremonies.  We have sung through these rituals from our earliest days.  So, Lord, we come to you with our 
very human needs.  Lift us beyond ourselves.  Allow these ageless words to burst into a spirit-filled song for us. May our voices 
and hearts transcend the events in this church.  And sing instead with a power that is inspired by your spirit. So now Lord, we give 
to you both our spirits and our flesh.  Our flesh, our voices to be used again in this ancient liturgy.  Our spirits waiting to be 

touched by your spirit.  

 

I hope you continue to enjoy the music I choose.  Let me know if you would like to be a part of this very special way to worship our 
Lord and Savior.  As Pastor Phil says, “When you sing, you praise your Lord twice.  Once with your heart and again with your 

voice.” 

Musically His, 

Debra S. Senelly 

Minister of Music 

Shepherd of the Desert Church 

(623) 933-1359 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Prayers and Offerings in the month of March. Pan de Vida is our recipient this 

month for our special offerings. This small community church specializes in 

tending to the spiritual needs of our Hispanic neighbors. Pan de Vida is led by 

Pastor Mitch Eichmann.  



 

The price is right…..FREE!!!! Come join us for Pancake 
Breakfast always the last Saturday of the month from 
8:00 am-10:00 am in Walton Hall. Dine in or Take out! 

The next Pancake Breakfast is March 26th, 2022 

 

George Natonick 3/01 

Lynda Ingraham 3/02 

Barbara Hager 3/15 

Charlotte Shanks 3/16 

Nancy LeVander 3/18 

Bart Stehle 3/24 

Ann Marie Nelson 3/28 

 

   

Ladies!!  We are getting our WELCA program going again.  A monthly bible study from Gather Maga-

zine. Our next meeting is planned for Tuesday  March 1st at 11:30 am. Copies of the magazine study 

will be available. After bible study we will be having a bring your own brown bag lunch. Come and join 

us! 

 

John & Christine Barbour 3/01/92 


