
 

  

 

Your Church Staff 
Interim Pastor Phil Gustafson 
pastorphil@qwestoffice.net 
Lorraine Miller, Organist 
dr_ltm@cox.net 
Kristen Wood Admin. Secretary 
sodsecretary@qwestoffice.net 
Sue Jordan Admin. Assistant 
shepherdofthedes@qwestoffice.net 
Victor Lozano, Custodian 
Contact the church staff at  
623-933-1359 

Mission: "Created, Redeemed and Called by 
God, we reach out to all, by sharing our gifts 
and he unconditional love of Jesus."  

Vision:  “To be an intergenerational 

congregation that puts the Love of Christ into 
action from one generation to another and 
from our community to our world".  

Our Worship service is now on Facebook  if you 
would like to watch Worship just search Shepherd 
of the desert Sun City or check out our website 
@ shepherdofthedesertelca.org 

Your Church Council 
 
Council President-Susan Launder  
Vice President-David Christensen  
Council Secretary-Jessica Goodwin 
Council Member-Ann Nelson 
Council Member-Kris SImons 
Council Member-Rob Thirkell 
 
If you would like to contact a council  
member please contact the church 
office  
at 623-933-1359 
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68Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69We have come to believe and know that you 

are the Holy One of God." – John 6:68-69. 

 

These words of St. Peter we use each week as part of the Alleluia verse before the Gospel reading and were part of the Gospel 
lesson in August  as we concluded our journey through the Sixth Chapter of St. John.  Jesus had just seen several of those who were follow-

ing him leave and asked the disciples: “67So Jesus asked the twelve, "Do you also wish to go away?"  

Peter’s response that we repeat each week in worship are not just words to put to music, but words that can embrace our hearts.  

They can help us be the people St. Paul envisioned in his letter to the Ephesians that have been in our weekly readings this past month: 

1 I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 
There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and 

Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 

7 But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ's gift…. 11 The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, 
some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ, 13 until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of 

Christ. 

As we begin a new program year, for some of our families a new school year, there are many choices that family members can 
make Some of us with many years from having children in school know of the pattern of life that September brings for many as a change of 
season.  Even without students in our households we are constantly confronted with many choices of activities and causes that seek to claim 

our time and energy. Many are good and worthy, however some are distractions from what should be our focus in life.   

This is where the words of Peter can become more than a musical mantra for us to say/sing and forget, but to focus on each day.  
“Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.”  To recognize who is our Lord, what is the center of our lives. To help us 
“measure the full stature of Christ”.  What are the words of eternal life?  How can we live our lives focused on God’s intentions for us and not 

on all the distractions which may take us away from God? 

 

 

          Pastor’s letter cont. on next page 



Pastor’s letter cont. 

 

Schools emphasize the “3 R’s” Reading, wRiting, and aRithmetic.  For living out the words of St. Peter from John and the 

thoughts of St. Paul in Ephesians I would like for us to consider 3 L’s: “Look, Love, & Live”.    

LOOK – Unfortunately we can not walk the roads of Galilee with Jesus and listen to his words directly.  We have as our 
primary source God’s written Word, the Bible to tell us the stories of Jesus and God’s Word for our lives, especially through Jesus 
and God’s chosen spokesmen and spokeswomen.  To know the “words of eternal life” we need to know what those words are.  
Trying to make it through life, by “being a good person” without structure is not the way to reach “the measure of the full stature of 
Christ.”  LOOKing at God’s Word, reading the Bible is one way to refocus our life and respond with Peter.  The through the Bible 
in a year is one way.  Reading a daily devotion is another.  Reading the daily readings listed in our worship bulletins is another.  
Even reading and rereading the Lessons for the upcoming Sunday (something I do) is a way to keep focus.  But LOOKing alone 

is not enough. 

LOVE – Our LOOKing at God’s Word is not enough, we need to apply what we read, what we LOOK at in our lives.  Most 
of the Bible describes God’s love for God’s creation and the crown of creation, you and me, human beings.  John 3:16 tells us 
how much God loved the world.  1 John 3:11-21 tells us that loving one another is a reflection of God’s love in Christ for us.  Of-
ten we do not love, because we are distracted, by our own perceived needs, or by the busyness around us we don’t have time to 
love.  Or we do not love, because we do not feel loved.  Looking at God’s Word in Scripture and seeing it in sisters and brothers 

who live out love can inspire us to LOVE others as God loves us. 

LIVE is our third L.  To LOOK and see God’s LOVE active in our lives.  In the face of life, in the face of death.  In all op-
portunities and challenges LOOKing and LOVing can lead us to LIVE in God’s Word.  To grow in: “the knowledge of the Son of 

God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ.” 

Knowing what our focus is can empower us to LIVE as if this were true.  Knowing the stories of faith can strengthen us to 
LIVE in God’s LOVE.  Let us LIVE in God’s LOVE, LOOKing to share God’s good news with those who so desperately need to 
hear it.  Let us LIVE in God’s Love, LOOKing for ways to: “12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body 

of Christ!” 

We can do this best gathering in Community, worshiping and publicly declaring to God: "Lord, to whom can we go? You 
have the words of eternal life. 69We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.".  We can do this best by 
reading God’s Word and studying with others what God intends for us. We can do this best by living our lives showing our faith in 

the God who loves us deeply. 

In our time of transition to calling a new pastor let us be people of the 3 L’s! 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Phil 

 

PANDEMIC PRECAUTIONS 

The Congregation Council at its June meeting reviewed our pandemic precautions for worship and other gatherings.  Because of the num-
bers of people who have been fully vaccinated we are relaxing our masking requirements.  Masks are encouraged but optional (encouraged 
especially for those not vaccinated).  We will no longer segregate those with masks with those without a mask.  BUT we strongly urge main-
taining at least 6 foot physical distancing (a pew side or pew distance) from each other that are not family members.  That is every other pew 
seating maintains that distance or sitting at half a pew across distancing is best.  We are not asking anyone about vaccination status, but 

trust members & visitors to be considerate of others.   

Pastor Phil will mask and sanitize hands for Holy Communion blessing and distribution and for greeting people after worship. 

 

NEW MEMBERS RECEIVED 

If you are interested in becoming a member of Shepherd of the Desert please contact Pastor Phil and a reception date for membership can 

be set either later this month or early October. 

 



 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

Mark your calendar for our next Men’s Breakfast which will be on Saturday, September 11th at 8:00 AM!  At this breakfast we will 

continue to make to explore what activities we can engage in to further Christ’s mission at and through Shepherd of the Desert! 

 

WOMEN’S LUNCHEON 

Mark your calendars for our next Women’s Luncheon on Saturday September 18th at 12:00 Noon.  We want to offer a luncheon 
so that those women who came by church bus have less waiting time after for worship.  We will gather for food, fellowship and 

fun! 

FIRST SATURDAY SUPPER 

Mark your calendars for our next of the First Saturday Supper on Saturday, September 4, at 5:15 PM!  It will be a potluck with 

great fellowship!  

W.O.W. Change 

Mark your calendar for Wednesday, September 15th at 5:30 PM for the next W.O.W.  Rather than a meal we will gather for a 
movie.  There will be a sign up in the Narthex with the movies available for September. Bring your favorite movie venue snack 

and beverage.   

Popcorn machine will be back in action! In October we will gather on Oct. 20 to watch the movie “Luther” highlighting the life of 

Martin Luther. 

 

MEAL SIGN UPS 

As we are returning to having meals together in a changed world (by the pandemic), we have a couple of changes for how these 
meals were done.  We do not have a formal cooking team to prepare our meals, so far we have encouraged bringing of food and 
the appreciated work of volunteers.  But we do not know how many are coming even with sign up sheets.  So beginning in Sep-
tember we have this new policy to try out.  For Men’s breakfasts we need at least 4 people signed up to have the meal, for First 
Saturday and Women’s Luncheon the critical number of folk signing up is 6.  You can sign up on the forms in the Narthex or call 

or email the church office with your “sign up”.  If we do not have the minimum number we will have to cancel the meal. 

 

ROOM MATE REQUEST 

One of our members is interested in sharing an apartment in Sun City with another women.  If you, or someone you know is in-

terested please let Pastor Phil know and he will make connection possible. 

 

PASTORAL VISITS 

With the CDC relaxing restrictions from this pandemic Pastor Phil is pleased to begin to visit members, particularly our home-
bound members to bring Holy Communion and a word of connection.  Even if you are not homebound but would like to visit with 
Pastor Phil please contact him at the church office and a visit can be arranged.  Also if you feel called to be a visitor to some of 

your homebound sisters and brothers please let Pastor Phil know so that training  and blessing can occur. 

 

COMMUNION VISITORS 

Two individuals have indicated a desire to be visitors to homebound members bring Holy Communion to them.  There will be 
training for this on Wednesday, September 15 at 11:00 AM at the church.  If you are interested and this time is not good for you, 
please let Pastor Phil know.   The visitors will be commissioned at worship on September 18-19 for this important ministry. 



Council President Message: 

As we have completed our study of looking at Our Identify at worship services for the last few 4 weeks, it has been a good time to 

reflect myself about who I am as a Christian, a child of God. 

Many of you know me as the president of church council, I typically only attended Saturday services before becoming president 

and then with the loss of Pastor Daniel, now you get to see me on both Saturday and Sunday. I have had the honor of being an assistant 

minister, I help with pancake breakfast and POWWOW, I participated in Saturday Suppers, “Trunk or Treat” and the “Christmas Experi-

ences”. I also work full time as a nurse manager and have 24/7 responsibility for a nursing unit at the hospital. 

Some may ask why do you do all these things? My mom taught me early on how important going to Sunday School and Church 

was – we never missed a Sunday. She taught me there are 3 important things in life: God (our faith), family and our health; and if we have 

these things, then we are truly blessed. So, for me the most important thing for my identity is “I am a child of God” and as that child I am 

here to serve where I can. 

I want to take this time to say a huge Thank You to the members of our Transition Team: Keith LaShier, Dave Hargreaves, Ceil 

Heatherly, Carol Wilson, Sheri and Allycia Thirkell. Your commitment to this task was tremendous and I am happy to say that the church 

council and then the congregation affirmed all the work that you did at our congregational meetings August 21st and 22nd. Completing this 

work allows us to move one step closer to finding our new Senior Pastor for Shepherd of the Desert. 

In looking at our identify at Shepherd of the Desert, we can utilize some of the “You are” statements pastor shared with us: You are 

loved; You are created for a purpose; You are strong; You are family; and You are mine. 

 

May you all take time to reflect on your identify as a child of God and know that You are Special! 

Susan Launder 

 

July Church Council Highlights: 

 Dave Hargreaves submitted his resignation as Lay-Assistant for Mission 

 Shepherd’s Kids afterschool programs will be resuming in August 

 Girl Scouts will be resuming in July 

 Transition team continues to meet and plans to present to council and the congregation in August 

 Security camera proposal from ADT accepted by council for cameras to be placed by buses. 

 Home school program to utilize Walton Hall and Founder’s Room on Thursdays – finalizing details. 

 Proposal from Simply Honey to utilize our North Parking lot for an Open-Air Market the 3rd Saturday evening each month. We will 

receive 10% of the profits. This was approved. 

 Proposal from Simply Honey to rent kitchen in Walton Hall on Friday’s. Would be using counter space and no appliances. Will pay 

rental fee monthly. This was approved. 

 Discussion of the Ministry/Mission/Worship teams and having a special council meeting to look at restructuring this in the future to 

share the responsibilities. 

 

Treasurers’ Report: July 2021 

         2021   

Total Revenue:  $20,019.54       

Total Expenditures: $23,775.51 

Net Revenue:                ($3,755.97) 

 

 

Prayers and Offerings in the month of September. Pan de Vida is our recipient this 

month for our special offerings. This small community church specializes in tend-

ing to the spiritual needs of our Hispanic neighbors. Pan de Vida is led by Pastor 

Mitch Eichmann.  



    

   Worship, Ministry, and Mission report for July 2021 

 

Worship 

 Mary Nordeen continues with Christian Education and Confirmation Class. 

 Thanks for the members and staff that travelled to Flagstaff for Elijah Defassio Memorial. 

 Altar Guild has reset schedule and is progressing well under Bev Lugar. 

 Bible study continues and is having stronger attendance. 

Ministry/Facility  

 Tremble Clefs met for 1st time in over a year and will resume in the fall. 

 Received a quote for ADT cameras brought the quote to council and have now been installed. 

 Ice machine in Walton Hall was serviced and will need to replace in the future.  

 Live streamed Nathan Bowmen’s Daughters funeral. 

Mission 

 Pancake Breakfast served 180 meals. First in person pancake breakfast since March 2020. With this being 

the first in person we had enough volunteers to make it a success so that is a blessing! 

 I-Help hosted 5 people in Walton Hall the first 2 Sunday-Monday’s of the month. 

 Water Drive was a huge success: 10,500 bottles of water donated plus $825.00 cash donated to Valley 

View Food Bank for the water drive!   

    Sat.  Sun.         Visitor 

July 31 & August 1  20   34 

August  7 & 8   30   34   

August 14 & 15  26   31   

August  21 & 22    22   30   

 

This does not include our attendance for online  

Worship. This attendance  is for in person Worship only.  



Every 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month  

6:00 pm-7:00 pm Structured workout for all abilities with a trainer and 
then discussion to follow. Healthy Living does not meet on the second and 
fourth Tuesday of the month. Contact David Christensen for more info or 

call the church office. 623-933-1359 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The price is right...FREE!!!!! Come enjoy Pancake breakfast the last Saturday of 
each month from 8:00 am to 10:00 am Saturday September 25th. Indoor seating 
available.  

 

 

Bobbi Hilton 9/04 

Mary Daniels 9/05 

Nancy Miller 9/06 

Pat Zaborowski 9/07 

Lisa LaCasse 9/09 

Carol Wilson 9/10 

Chuck Hyland 9/10 

James Depelsmaeker 9/10 

Barbara Collins 9/12 

Allycia Thirkell 9/16 

Phyllis Cronk 9/24 

Danelle Defassio 9/28 

Em Stroehl 9/29 

 

 

 

 

1st Saturday Supper 

September 4th will be a  Potluck bring a dish to share 
and enjoy the fellowship! 

W.O.W 

September 15th will be a movie night! popcorn will be 
provided. Bring your own drink of your choice. 

Open Air Market 

September 18th 6 pm-9 pm in the church parking lot. 
Food trucks and up to 40 local vendors will be selling 
their goods. This will be every third Saturday through 
the fall and winter. We will have a booth present let-

ting the community know who we are. If you would like 
to help out with the booth contact the church office. 

Tony Alef and Rhea Meyers 

            September 5th  

2015 



Neighborhood Watch formed in Youngtown 

Recently several of our congregational members were concerned with the increase in vandalism and unsafe activity that was 

happening in Youngtown. Ann and John Nelson decided something needed to happen, so they worked with Maricopa County 

Sheriff Department and the Mayor of Youngtown and established a neighborhood watch program. They had their initial meet-

ing at Shepherd of the Desert on June 26th, with 45 – 50 people in attendance. If you have any interest in being part of this 

program – please reach out to Ann Nelson 623-213-2712 for more information. The next meeting will be September 18th at 

3:00 pm in Walton Hall 

Mission Moments September 2021 

  Have you ever struggled with the idea of “Who am I.” I have and I wrote about the feeling in the 70’s. I opined then in 
a poem entitled “me” where I referred to myself as “a small, insignificant speck, in a tiny corner of the world, alone, afraid, 
crying out, struggling to BE.” Pretty bleak at a point in my life where I felt so totally forsaken. Thank God that period of time 

and those feelings are in the past. 

 

      I love the way Dietrich Bonhoeffer addresses the question of Who Am I in a poem written from prison during the oppres-
sion by the German government during World War II. In the last stanza of the poem by that title Bonhoeffer writes, “Whoever 
I am, thou knowest, O God, I am thine.” What beautiful words of confidence in the grace and mercy of our Heavenly Father, 
even when faced with death. It reminds me that even in the bleakest of times we can say with confidence as did Paul in Ro-

mans 8 that, nothing can separate us from the love of God as found in Christ Jesus, our Lord and Savior. 

 

      The ministry of missions calls us each and every day to reach out boldly and with confidence in the unfailing love of God, 

sharing the love and hope found in Christ. 

 

David Hargreaves 

ELCA Youth Gathering 2022 UPDATE 

Ephesians 3:14-21 CEV 

14 I kneel in prayer to the Father. 15All beings in heaven and on earth receive their life from [God]. 16God is wonderful and glorious. I pray 

that [God’s] Spirit will make you become strong followers 17 and that Christ will live in your hearts because of your faith. Stand firm and 

be deeply rooted in [God’s] love. 18 I pray that you and all of God’s people will understand what is called wide or long or high or deep. 19 I 

want you to know all about Christ’s love, although it is too wonderful to be measured. Then your lives will be filled with all that 

God is. 20-21 I pray that Christ Jesus and the church will forever bring praise to God. [God’s] power at work in us can do far more than we 

dare ask or imagine. Amen. 

The theme for the Pandemic delayed ELCA Youth Gathering is BOUNDLESS GOD BEYOND MEASURE.  This is taken from the Ephe-

sians passage above.  The Gathering will be from July 24 (Sun) to July 28 (Thurs) with Youth completing 8th-12th grades being eligible to 

go.  The estimated cost per participant (Registration, Air Fare, Hotel, Ground Transport, and Meals) is around $2,100.00. Shepherd of 

the Desert hopes to assist with a significant amount of the cost.  We would like to have a 1:4 or better ratio of adult chaperone to 

youth.  And the adult must be of the same sex as the youth. 

If you are interested in going to this gathering let us meet on Saturday morning, September 18 at 10:00 AM in the Founders Room where 

we can watch a video and learn the details of this marvelous experience.   I (Pastor Phil) have been to 4 of these Gatherings and my 

children (as youth) have been to at least 1.  Early registration opens on September 22 so this meeting will be timely.  I will also seek to 

pair us with another congregation so we can experience the joy of being in a group with several pre-gathering gatherings to prepare all 

for this life changing, life shaping event! 

Any questions, please contact Pastor Phil. 




