
 

  

 

Your Church Staff 
Interim Pastor Phil Gustafson 
pastorphil@qwestoffice.net 
Lorraine Miller, Organist 
dr_ltm@cox.net 
Kristen Wood Admin. Secretary 
sodsecretary@qwestoffice.net 
Sue Jordan Admin. Assistant 
shepherdofthedes@qwestoffice.net 
Victor Lozano, Custodian 
Contact the church staff at  
623-933-1359 
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“11 The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12 to equip the saints 
for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 

God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ”—Ephesians 4:11-13 NRSV 

As we are in transition to calling a new senior pastor for Shepherd of the Desert and we have done some self study of who we are 
and what we hope to be, I thought it may be helpful for us to see what St. Paul in Ephesians writes about our role in the past, present and 
future as ministers/members/friends of Shepherd of the Desert.  “To equip the saints for the work of ministry” is a significant goal for us as 

we journey to our future. 

There are five gifts of the spirit listed that each of us baptized into Christ have been blessed with by the Holy Spirit, not in equal 
quantities or even qualities, but even as we are either right or left handed one is more dominant than the other.  The same with these five 
gifts of God’s Holy Spirit.  I wish to explore these gifts in the future, but as we are seeking to call a new pastor I thought that reflecting on that 

gift may help us. 

This gift of the Spirit is often misunderstood.  Some feel that “pastor” only refers to a person trained and called by the Church to 
preside at worship, preach, teach, visit & provide care for members, represent the congregation in the community and assist and/or lead in 
administration of the congregation.  Some even feel that the pastor is the “professional pray-er” for the community and that no other person 

is effective in prayer, except the Pastor. 

It is true that for the “sake of good order” the Church at an early time designated individuals to serve a called office of Pastor to do 

the above, but this gift is intended for the heart of a person and not a function of some over the others. 

Pastor comes from a word which also translates (from German) to Shepherd.   

Michael Breen and Paddy Mallon wrote this about the Spiritual Gift of pastor: 

“Pastors shepherd people. They care for them with tender hearts. They see the needs of other people and want to ease them 
with compassion. Someone with pastoral leanings likely thrives on one-on-one conversations. In that personal context, needs are re-
vealed and pastoral people can reach out and touch a hurting person through an ongoing, caring relationship. They can easily empa-
thize with others and are stimulated to care for them, rather than seeing it as a drudgery or yet one more thing to do.” 

 

           

 

          Pastor’s letter cont. on next page. 



Pastor’s letter cont. 

“Pastoral ministry is not all warm fuzzies. Pastors want people to mature and grow, and sometimes that means saying things 
that people don‘t want to hear. Shepherding is not all about cuddling the cute little lambs. It‘s hard work, and the sheep don‘t always 
want to go where the shepherd knows they must. The shepherd deals with the stubborn and willful sheep who want to go where they 
want to go. Sympathy is not the end goal of the pastoral relationship, so the pastor has to be ready to say the hard things, not just the 
easy things.” 

“Interestingly, when individuals discover their ministry gifting within the body of Christ, far more are pastors than any of the 
other ministry roles. God gave the church more caregivers than any other kind of person. Evangelists gather people; teachers inspire 
and instruct; prophets listen to God so they can share what he says; apostles launch new ministries. Somebody has to take care of all 
the people involved in these other ministries! God makes sure enough people are gifted for this work. He never meant for hired profes-
sionals to carry this heavy load alone.” 

“Pastors are an essential part of the discipleship process. Church members are tossed around by the stresses of life and at-
tacked by the enemy. Pastors provide love and care to see people through these difficult times. God gives a grace to pastors that in-
cludes a spirit of humility and the insight to help guard hearts and minds as the Spirit leads. Such Christ-centered, Spirit-led people 
encourage those who are weak in their faith and help them to grow into a stronger, firmer faith.” 

“When we adjust the focus on what the word pastor means, we discover a land flowing with opportunities for pastors to build 
up the body of Christ to maturity through their sensitive care for God‘s flock. Where do you fit in? Do you see needs others perhaps do 
not see? Is your first impulse to respond, to help ease the difficulty? Remember, pastoral care comes from the heart, not from a job 
description”.  (all these quotes are from Michael Breen and Paddy Mallon’s book: “Knowing Your Role in Life”) 

These paragraphs describe this gift which lies within each of us to some degree, but for many of you it is your calling.  Many 
come to active membership in churches because their heart calls for them to care and guide others through the challenges of life with 
the Good News in Jesus Christ they know.  And it shows in many activities that we at Shepherd of the Desert do each day – from care 
for those in need, to being a welcoming person at church worship and other functions, to calling someone on the phone who you are 
concerned about, to visiting those sick or who just need a contact, to writing emails and/or notes or cards to someone  -- these are all 
part of the pastor gift of the Holy Spirit.  It may be at times a call to challenge not comfort someone to redirect themselves to God 
(repentance).  It may be simply offering advice to someone seeking to make a decision. 

It is a gift that challenges us to look beyond ourselves and to see the needs (and wants) of others and discern what to do.  In 
our time of transition I have seen this gift to be extremely evident in the care that is given and offered.  This is pastor at its best. 

As we look this month to begin our stewardship plans for 2022 (featured elsewhere in this newsletter) and conversations with 
pastoral candidates I pray that the Holy Spirit’s gift of pastor will be strengthened in your heart that we may show our care for each 
other in a way that honor’s God and builds up our community.   

You connected with Shepherd of the Desert as God has called you to be part of this grace-filled community.  You have been 
blessed by the “pastors” here and you have been a blessing to others as you “pastor” here. 

Let us celebrate with joy this powerful gift of the Holy Spirit! 

Yours in Christ 

Pastor Phil 

 

PANDEMIC PRECAUTIONS 

The Congregation Council reviews our pandemic precautions for worship and other gatherings each month.  Because of the numbers of peo-
ple who have been fully vaccinated we are continuing to relax our masking requirements.  Masks are encouraged but optional (encouraged 
especially for those not vaccinated).  We will no longer segregate those with masks with those without a mask.  BUT we strongly urge main-

taining at least 6 foot physical distancing (a pew side or pew distance) from each other that are not family members.  

 

  Every other pew seating maintains that distance or sitting at half a pew across distancing is best.  We are not asking anyone about vaccina-
tion status, but trust members & visitors to be considerate of others.  Pastor Phil will mask and sanitize hands for Holy Communion blessing 

and distribution and for greeting people after worship. 

 



NEW MEMBERS RECEIVED 

If you are interested in becoming a member of Shepherd of the Desert please contact Pastor Phil and a reception date for membership can 

be set either later this month or early October. 

LUNCHEON 

We are combining our Men’s Breakfast and Women’s Luncheon into one meal for both.  We will gather for a lunch with a short program on 
Saturday, October 22nd at Noon.  There will be a sign up sheet for this in the Narthex or you can contact the church office so we can know 

how many to expect.  We will enjoy gathering  for food, fellowship and fun! 
 

FIRST SATURDAY SUPPER 

Mark your calendars for our next of the First Saturday Suppers on Saturday, October 2, at 5:15 PM!  It will be a cover dish supper with great 

fellowship! So we will eat whatever is brought. Come and enjoy the meal time. 
 

WORD on WEDNESDAY CHANGE 

Mark your calendar for Wednesday, October 20 at 5:30 PM for the next W.O.W.  Rather than a meal we will gather for a movie.  The movie 

will be Luther, a film highlighting the life of Martin Luther.  Water, Iced Tea will be served and our Popcorn machine will be back in action! 

 

COOK TEAM 

We once had a vibrant cook team at Shepherd of the Desert to prepare meals for congregational fellowship and mission.  With the pan-
demic that ministry had ceased, BUT there is an interest in beginning this valuable ministry again.  On Wednesday, October 13 at 1:00 PM 

there will be a meeting for those interested in reforming the Cook Team and we will meet in the Founder’s Room.  I hope to see you there!   
 

PASTORAL VISITS 

With the CDC relaxing restrictions from this pandemic Pastor Phil is pleased to begin to visit members, particularly our homebound mem-
bers to bring Holy Communion and a word of connection.  Even if you are not homebound but would like to visit with Pastor Phil please con-
tact him at the church office and a visit can be arranged.  Also if you feel called to be a visitor to some of your homebound sisters and broth-

ers please let Pastor Phil know so that training  and blessing can occur. 
 

COMMUNION VISITORS 

Two individuals have indicated a desire to be visitors to homebound members bring Holy Communion to them.  But there is room for more.  
If you are interested in visiting with members who are ill or homebound and if you wish to visit and bring Holy Communion to them please let 

Pastor Phil know and a training meeting will be held.   

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 

On the weekend of November 1-2 we will celebrate All Saints Day with a remembrance in worship of beloved saints who have died, espe-
cially during the past year.  The liturgy (order of worship) for this day will be the Service for the Burial of the Dead (Funeral Service) and we 
will honor those who have died whose lives have influenced us.  A sign up sheet will be available at each church starting the weekend of 

October 18-19 for names to be read during the prayers that day. 
  

      CHURCH DIRECTORY  

There have been some requests for a new church directory for us at Shepherd of the Desert as the last one was in 2018.  I believe that we 
should wait until a new called pastor is present to have a professionally done photo directory.  However an updated directory will be very 
helpful for us.  So we will self-produce a directory by Thanksgiving of this year (in time for the new Church Year).  We are printing a current 
member/friend directory and posting on poster board for your review.  Several members have photos from the previous directory by their 
listing and many do not.  If you want that image printed please circle that picture.  If you do not please put an X through it.  If you wish a dif-
ferent picture please submit it to the church office (a “selfie” would be fine).  If contact information is incorrect or missing, please note that on 
the form provided so that the information can be corrected for the new directory.  Thank you for taking time to do that.  If you cannot be at 

church to see the display, please contact the church office and we will work with you. 

                   PASTORAL ACTS 

Wedding:  James Norman Weirton and Stephanie Anne Wroblewski on September 14, 2021 (Stephanie is the daughter of Ronald Marvin, 

Sr.) 

 



Council President’s Message 
 

We are continuing our journey, following the path our Lord has set for us, while moving into the season of autumn. I’m sure most of us will not be missing those 

110+ degree days, or the humidity of the monsoon season, yet we know the pleasures of living in the valley of the sun are ahead of us. I hope many of you were 

able to escape the heat for a bit this summer and take the time to enjoy this wonderful world the Lord created for us – there are so many fantastic places to 

see. Shepherd of the Desert is planning for a busy season ahead for us and volunteers are needed for us to be successful in our mission of serving not only our 

church but the community and missions beyond. If you are to assist, have time to share, please reach out to the church office, Pastor Phil, or myself and we can 

connect you to a planned event. 
 

Our call committee has been assembled as we continue on our path to finding our new senior pastor. I thank those who have volunteered to participate in this 

important work: Beverly Wilson, Mary Nordeen, Cathleen Campaigne, John Nelson, Ally Thirkell and Keith LaShier. They will be working closely with our ELCA tran-

sition coach. We are also preparing for the election of new church council members this year. We will have 2 opening for 3 year commitments – replacing David 

Christenson and Ann Nelson (who completed Karen Gangelhoff’s term) and we have 1 opening for a 2 year commitment – completing Jessica Godwin’s term, as 

Jessica has moved to Tennessee for her employment. In addition, we have an opening on our Endowment Team. Please prayerfully consider to be placed on the 

ballot for one of these positions. Let Pastor Phil or I know if you are interested. 
 

As Pastor Phil shared in a recent sermon – as we consider are we greater than ………..? (fill in the blank). Is this what God would want of us? In doing so, by prais-

ing ourselves, we are putting others down. Instead we should ask ourselves, can I be greater today than I was yesterday. By doing this, we are only lifting our-

selves up to be the best we can be and encouraging others to be the best they can also be every day. Here’s to being greater than! 

 

Susan Launder  

Church Council President 
 

August Church Council Highlights: 
 

 Transition Team’s Ministry Site Profile accepted – to be presented to congregation August 21 & 22, 2021 

 Stewardship Team – attending Stewardship for All Seasons – developing brochure for Fall presentation to congregation 

 Reviewed current copier contract – expires October 2023 

 Home school program to begin renting Walton Hall on Thursdays for the school year 

 Other programs continue – Pancake Breakfast, I-HELP, Bible Studies. Wednesday gathering is a Movie night for September and October. 
 

Treasurer’s Report for August: 

    August   2021 YTD   

Income:     6,246.68  116,202.76  

Expenses:   2,022.80  176296.90 

Net:   (5,776.12)  (60,094.14) 
 

Stewardship: Let Your Light Shine! 

Shepherd of the Desert is a generous group of people! People committed to this church. People obedient to God’s command to be generous. People who are or-

ganizing their lives around God’s mission, the Kingdom of God. Some people at this church give considerably more than I ever would have imagined. People who 

believe in generosity need to practice generosity and model it. We believe in generosity, we want to do everything we can to make Shepherd of the Desert Church 

a thriving, more vital community and support God’s mission in it. This is a lean church that depends on lots of people partic ipating. The potential for doing minis-

try is always huge. Potential becomes reality when people step forward and participate. 
 

Thanks for your generous participation. We have much happening at Shepherd of the Desert because of generous people: pancake breakfast, Saturday meals, I-

HELP, Bible studies, WOW’s, Outdoor Market, Shepherd’s Kids, Home School program, Online streaming services, and more. Most importantly we have proclaimed 

the good news of God in Christ in word and deed. I’m fortunate enough to hear stories of how people have been transformed. Generous people usually are people 

who’ve encountered God in some transformational way. 

Your gifts make a difference. We celebrate generosity. It is the way of Jesus. Follow Jesus with your entire life. 
 

Let your light shine! And thanks for being generous. 



  Worship, Ministry, and Mission Council report for August 2021 

Worship 

 Mary Nordeen continues with Christian Education and Confirmation Class. 

 New Schedule for Worship assistants coming in Oct. If someone wants to help out with lector, usher, 

or assisting minister please contact Chuck Hyland or the church office.  

 Monthly luncheon will now include either a devotion or bible study. 

 Bible study continues with Understanding the Old Testament. 

Ministry/Facility  

 ADT moved motion sensors in Walton Hall that were setting the alarm off.  

 Kitchen air conditioner went out around the 20th of August.  Replaced at a cost of $6,000. Is now in-

stalled and working. 

 1 year anniversary since we went online with the solar panels. 

 Set up podium in founder’s room with new P.C. that will allow projection of zoom meetings, and much 

more.  

 West Valley Amateur Radio Club is back and meeting once a month. 

Mission 

 Pancake Breakfast served 200 meals. Will continue with take out and indoor dining. 

 I-Help hosted 6 people in Walton Hall the first 2 Sunday-Monday’s of the month. 

   

Shoppers must register their Fry’s 

VIP card and designate SOD as the 

“Rewards” recipient by  using the 

SOD NPO # 82471. The last state-

ment was 21 households gave 

$45.54 

    Sat.  Sun.           Visitor         

 

September 4 & 5  31   30  2  

September 11 & 12  25   32  2  

September 18 & 19 20   32   

September 25 & 26   24   34   

 

This does not include our attendance for online  

Worship. This attendance  is for in person Worship only.  



Every 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month  

6:00 pm-7:00 pm Structured workout for all abilities with a trainer and 
then discussion to follow. Healthy Living does not meet on the second and 
fourth Tuesday of the month. Contact David Christensen for more info or 

call the church office. 623-933-1359 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The price is right...FREE!!!!! Come enjoy Pancake breakfast the last Saturday of each 
month from 8:00 am to 10:00 am Saturday October 30th. Indoor seating available.  

Neylla Barbour 10/03 

Anita Ketchum 10/09 

Sara Simons 10/09 

Eva Schulz 10/12 

Nancy Finke 10/14 

Angela Depelsmaeker 10/14 

Connie Jones 1/22 

Mary Lund 10/31 

 

 

 

 

1st Saturday Supper 

October 7th will be a  Potluck bring a dish to share and enjoy 
the fellowship! 

Movie Night 

October 7th will be a movie night! We will be watching 
“Luther” Popcorn will be provided. Bring your own drink of 

your choice. 

Monthly Luncheon 

October 16th sign up will be required come and enjoy lunch, 
Fellowship, and a devotion    

Open Air Market 

October 16th 5 pm-9 pm in the church parking lot. Food 
trucks and up to 40 local vendors will be selling their goods. 
This will be every third Saturday through the fall and winter. 
We will have a booth present letting the community know who 

we are. If you would like to help out with the church booth 
contact the church office.  

    Chuck and Marge Hyland 

            October 12, 1957 



Holy Conversation Meetings – Please sign up to attend one of these sessions 
 

Have you ever just wanted to meet with a small group of Shepherd of the Desert members and talk about where we are and 

where we are heading as a church? We will be having Holy Conversation meetings the last week of October/first week of 

November just for this purpose – to meet in groups of 8 – 10 people - to have meaningful discussions and through thoughtful 

prayer offer up ideas and suggestions for our future.  
 

These meetings will be held in the Founder’s Room at the church so we can maintain pandemic protocols. We will have sign-

up sheets in the back of the church on the weekends to sign up for a session, or you may call the church office during the 

week to sign up for an available spot. The dates and times for these meetings will be: 

 

October 25th at 1:00 pm 

November 2nd at 6:00 pm 

November 8th at 10:00 am 

November 15th at 10:00 am 

November 16th 10:00 am 

 

     Mission Moments October 2021 

 I have been meeting with friends for coffee once a week for the past several months. A member of the group sug-

gested as a way to get to know one another better that we bring in pictures from our childhood and talk about each picture 

and what it represents as part of who we are today. As members of the group have recently been traveling I have yet to have 

my turn. 

           I eagerly opened a box with pictures from my childhood and so many memories poured forth. One picture made me 

pause longer than all the others as it represented a very special part of my life that molded my youth and the path I have now 

journeyed as an adult. 

          The picture was of Grandma Hargreaves, my Dad’s mother. I remember so clearly how I used to sit on her lap on my 

uncle’s porch while she sang gospel songs to me and told me Bible stories. Her shawl smelled of naptha while the melodies 

rang in my ears and her stories burrowed their way into my brain. I was so blessed for those special years as she drew me 

close to Jesus. Did you have someone special in your early years that drew you close to Christ? It is a special  joy that I love 

to share with others, a chance for mission outreach. Do you have special memories of coming to know Jesus, a part of you 

that you can share with others? Living for Christ, now that is our mission that we are called to share!  

David Hargreaves 

 

Navajo Evangelical Lutheran Mission, Rock Point AZ exists to connect diverse 

communities to the needs of the Navajo People by creating a safe environment 

where the values of education, culture and spiritual formation are accessible to 

all people. 



                         

 October 27th 5:30 pm -7:00 pm  

if you would like to be a trunker or donate candy for this event please              
contact the church office.  


