
 

  

 

Your Church Staff 
Interim Pastor Phil Gustafson 
pastorphil@qwestoffice.net 
Lorraine Miller, Organist 
dr_ltm@cox.net 
Kristen Wood Admin. Secretary 
sodsecretary@qwestoffice.net 
Sue Jordan Admin. Assistant 
shepherdofthedes@qwestoffice.net 
Victor Lozano, Custodian 
Contact the church staff at  
623-933-1359 

Mission: "Created, Redeemed and Called by 
God, we reach out to all, by sharing our gifts 
and he unconditional love of Jesus."  

Vision:  “To be an intergenerational 

congregation that puts the Love of Christ into 
action from one generation to another and 
from our community to our world".  

Our Worship service is now on Facebook and you-
tube if you would like to watch Worship just 
search Shepherd of the desert Sun City or check 
out our website @ shepherdofthedesertelca.org 

Your Church Council 
 
Council President-Susan Launder  
Vice President-David Christensen  
Council Secretary-Jessica Goodwin 
Council Member-Ann Nelson 
Council Member-Kris SImons 
Council Member-Rob Thirkell 
 
If you would like to contact a council  
member please contact the church 
office  
at 623-933-1359 

Shepherd of the Desert  
Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Of Sun City 
 

Who are you? 

That question was the title of a song by Who and was used as the theme song of the hit television series 
C.S.I.  But that question – a question of identity long precedes that song.  In August as our Gospel texts explore 
the sixth chapter of St. John’s Gospel we will hear several identity statements.  One of Jesus “I am…” statements 
“I am the bread of life” is part of this chapter.  Peter’s response to Jesus’ question: “Lord, to whom shall we go, 
you have the words of eternal life.”   Identity statements.    

 

We, at Shepherd of the Desert, will hear from our Transition Team a study of our identity on August 21-22 
after worship.  This statement of who we are (a Ministry Site Profile), after our review and affirmation, will be 
submitted  to Bishop Hutterer for her review and then submitted to the ELCA data base so that Pastors seeking a 
call can learn who we are. 

 

At our worship this month we will explore the issue of Christian identity – as individuals and as a community.  
We will begin with “Who are we anyways?” on July 31-August 1, “I AM – being, not doing” on August 7-8,  
“Identity Matters” on August 14-15, and “You are…..” on August 21-22.  We will use Jesus’ words on identity 
and imagery of identity to assist us in clarifying our own identity as individuals and as a community.  I look forward 
to engaging on this journey with you. 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Pastor Phil 



 

PANDEMIC PRECAUTIONS 

The Congregation Council at its June meeting reviewed our pandemic precautions for worship and other gather-
ings.  Because of the numbers of people who have been fully vaccinated we are relaxing our masking requirements.  
Masks are encouraged but optional (encouraged especially for those not vaccinated).  We will no longer segregate 
those with masks with those without a mask.  BUT we strongly urge maintaining at least 6 foot physical distancing 
(a pew side or pew distance) from each other that are not family members.  That is every other pew seating main-
tains that distance or sitting at half a pew across distancing is best.  We are not asking anyone about vaccination 
status, but trust members & visitors to be considerate of others.   

Pastor Phil will mask and sanitize hands for Holy Communion blessing and distribution and for greeting people after 
worship. 

NEW MEMBERS RECEIVED 

If you are interested in becoming a member of Shepherd of the Desert please contact Pastor Phil and a reception 
date for membership can be set either later this month or early September. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

Mark your calendar for our next Men’s Breakfast which will be on Saturday, August 14 at 8:00 AM!  At this break-
fast we will continue to make to explore what activities we can engage in to further Christ’s mission at and through 
Shepherd of the Desert! 

WOMEN’S LUNCHEON 

Mark your calendars for our next Women’s Luncheon on Saturday August 21st at 12:00 Noon.  We want to offer a 
luncheon so that those women who came by church bus have less waiting time after for worship.  We will gather 
for food, fellowship and fun! 

FIRST SATURDAY SUPPER 

Mark your calendars for our renewal of the First Saturday Supper on Saturday, August 7, at 5:15 PM!  It will be a 
served supper with great fellowship!  Come and enjoy the meal time. 

RETURN of W.O.W. 

Mark your calendar for Wednesday, August 18th at 6:00 PM for the next W.O.W. with picnic venue.  We will grill 
hot dogs and hamburgers and invite you to bring a picnic food to share. 

PASTORAL VISITS 

With the CDC relaxing restrictions from this pandemic Pastor Phil is pleased to begin to visit members, particularly 
our homebound members to bring Holy Communion and a word of connection.  Even if you are not homebound 
but would like to visit with Pastor Phil please contact him at the church office and a visit can be arranged.  Also if 
you feel called to be a visitor . 

 

 

A note of thanks….Shepherd of the Desert Lutheran Church, We would like to thank you for opening up your 
church to us in this time of sorrow and grief. You have been more than gracious with us for many years, and now 
you share God’s love and comfort with us.  

Thank you and may God continue to bless you.  

Rev. Dr. Nathan & Shraronette Bowman. 



Council President Message: 
 

As we continue to celebrate the season of Pentecost, we have heard the stories of Jesus being the Good Shepherd and what it means to 

be a Shepherd. A shepherd tends to all who are in need and will give all of themselves to be sure others are cared for – not just those in 

“their flock” but all who need someone to care for them. 

It doesn’t go unnoticed to me that we at Shepherd of the Desert have worked hard to be the Good Shepherd to all those in need. We do 

this by opening our doors to anyone to come and worship with us on Saturdays and Sundays – sharing God’s word and offering communion 

to those who believe and have been baptized. We also do this through our Pancake Breakfast, I-Help program, Bible Studies, Bus Service, 

1st Saturday Suppers, and by renting out Walton Hall for other congregations and program that celebrate the love Jesus has for all of us, just 

to name of few. 

It takes many members of our church to ensure we are able to meet the demands of caring for our own congregation, as well as meeting the 

needs of others in our communities. I would like to take this time to thank our Lay Ministers: Chuck Hyland, Dave Hargreaves, Judy Yates 

and Jeff Hansen for all they do to assist our pastor in ministering to all those in need; the Church Council members, transition team and 

stewardship committee for supporting the ministry as we look forward to the future of Shepherd of the Desert with finding our new minister 

and continuing to look for opportunities to keep us moving forward; all those who serve on the altar guild, music ministries/choir, lead bible 

studies, handle the audio-visual for our services to be virtual, and our office staff for ensuring we are present to meet the needs of those 

who come to our doors or follow us virtually. It truly does take a village to do the work God has led us to do. I encourage you to please take 

a moment next time you see someone who serves in any capacity to say “Thank You”. 

Our journey continues at Shepherd of the Desert and let us remember that we have the greatest Shepherd watching over us and leading us. 

 

The Lord in my Shepherd, I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures, He leadeth me beside the still waters. He 

restoreth my soul. He Leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His name sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me. Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me 

in the presence of my enemies. Thou anointest my head with oil, My cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. Psalm 23 

 

Please watch for upcoming congregational meetings, as our transition team will be sharing the Ministry Site Profile they are preparing with 

us and we need your presence to support the information being presented about Shepherd of the Desert and what we are looking for in our 

next minister. All members are encouraged to attend. 

Continue to stay hydrated this summer and I look forward to seeing you in church. 

Susan Launder 

 

June Church Council Highlights: 

 

 Treasurer is continuing to transition to Online QuickBooks program 

 Transition team continues strong work with completing the Ministry Site Profile 

 Stewardship committee attended 1st meeting of Stewardship for all Season’s program 

 Security cameras – reviewing options and cost 

 Shepherd’s Kid’s will be restarting programs: Girl Scouts in July and Afterschool program in August 

 Contract with Custodian was reviewed and signed 

 I-Help program is continuing with 5 guests present in June, we have ability to host 12 

 Christian-Based Home School program has approached us to rent space once a week during school year for children with parents 

 Columbarium keeper – looking for volunteers 

 Pandemic protocols reviewed: Mask are now optional, but encouraged; physical distancing to be maintained; sanitizing all areas 

after use will continue 

 Deaf and Hard of Hearing ministry – looking at what would be needed to support this population to attend worship at SOD. 



Treasurers’ Report: January – June, 2021 

      

          2021        2020 

Total Revenue:  $100,668.70  $111,726.93 

PPP Loan  *     $  21,863.03 

Total Expenditures: $144,827.97  $142,212.55 

Net Revenue:   ($44,159.27)     ($8,658.84) 

 

*Paycheck Protection Program 

** SOD not meet PPP eligibility requirements in 2021 

 

Opportunity for Church Members – Free Last Will and Testament: 

 

We have received a letter from Wayne P. Marsh, PLC. 

 

 Dear Reverend, Please allow me to take a moment of your time. My name is Wayne P. Marsh and I am a practicing at-

torney in Sun City. I have been practicing in Sun City and Sun City West for over thirty years. Our primary focus is in the areas 

of wills, trust, probate and administration of estates. 

 

I would like to offer a free Last Will and Testament (a $300 value) to any of your parishioners who wish to make a specific be-

quest in their Will to your church. 

 

I believe in giving back to our community and welcome the opportunity to do so. My background includes serving as a JAG offi-

cer in the United States Marine Corps, serving as former Judge for the Cities of Surprise and Youngtown, and a past member of 

the Sun City Host Lions Club and Foundation. 

 

In addition, we do offer free office consultations. Enclosed are a few business cards. I look forward to working with you and 

meeting people in your congregation. 

Wayne P. Marsh, PLC 

9949 W Bell Rd, Suite 201 

Sun City. AZ 85351 

Phone: (623) 933-7427 

Cell: (602) 697-2701 

wayne.marsh3@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Senegal Missionary Kristin Senegal  

Each year, young adults join Pastor  Kristin Engstrom in Sene-

gal, where they serve for one year with our companions in 

the Lutheran Church of Senegal and Senegalese  



    

   Mission, Worship, and Ministry Report June 2021 

Mission 

 Pancake Breakfast provided 176 meals. 

 I-Help continues to work with the homeless hosted 7 people. 

 After School Program activities will resume in July 

 W.O.W will resume July 21st with Ice Cream Social. 

 We will be ending water drive end of July. Will donate water and donations to West Valley Food Bank. 

Ministry 

  Meeting with West Valley Radio Club to discuss their needs for the future. Their meetings will resume 
 once a month starting in October. 

 Tremble Clefs will resume weekly meetings starting in September. 

  Started daily prayer posts to Facebook 

 Once a week meeting with Victor is going well with communication on facility needs. 

 

Worship 
 

 We are continuing to hold the Bible Studies classes throughout the summer. Will begin Understand-

ing the Old Testament after the Ice Cream Social in July. 

 Lorraine Miller would like to send a big thank you to the choir for all the work they have been doing. 

 Homebound visits will formally start beginning of September. Pastor and Chuck have made plans to 

or have visited those who they have been able to contact. Looking for volunteers for homebound  

 visits. 

 

   Sat.  Sun.         Visitor 

July 3 & 4   20   38    

July 10 & 11   18   41   2 

July 17 & 18    27   41    

July 24 & 25   21   33 

This does not include our attendance for online  

Worship. This attendance  is for in person Worship 

only.  



Every 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month  

6:00 pm-7:00 pm Structured workout for all abilities with a trainer and 
then discussion to follow. Healthy Living does not meet on the second and 
fourth Tuesday of the month. Contact David Christensen for more info or 

call the church office. 623-933-1359 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The price is right...FREE!!!!! Come enjoy Pancake breakfast the last Saturday of 
each month from 8:00 am to 10:00 am Saturday August 28th. Indoor seating avail-
able.  

       Frank Hanel 8/02 

Lillian Herstol 8/03 

Dennis Gangelhoff 8/03 

Evelyn McLaren 8/13 

David Christensen 8/18 

Sherry Shenkman 8/21 

Suzy Defassio 8/21 

Lilyanna Barbour 8/29 

  

1st Saturday Supper 

August 7th This will be a salad bar. 

W.O.W 

August 18th at 5:30 pm 

Summer Cookout hamburgers and hot-
dogs will be provided bring a side dish to 

share. 

The transition team has been working to complete the Ministry Site Profile 
and will be ready to share this with our congregation on August 21st and 
August 22nd following church services. We need you to be present as we 
review this document with you, to ensure it provides the essence of Shep-
herd of the Desert, and to give it our stamp of approval. Please make every 
effort to attend one of these sessions if able. 



 

 

 

We are in need of 4 – 5 people to participate on the Call Committee for our 

new pastor. The Transition Team is wrapping up their work and soon the 

baton will be handed over to our Call Committee. If you are able and willing 

to participate in this important work of our congregation, please let Pastor 

Phil or Susan Launder know. 

 

 

Neighborhood Watch formed in Youngtown 

Recently several of our congregational members were concerned with the increase in vandalism and unsafe ac-

tivity that was happening in Youngtown. Ann and John Nelson decided something needed to happen, so they 

worked with Maricopa County Sheriff Department and the Mayor of Youngtown and established a neighbor-

hood watch program. They had their initial meeting at Shepherd of the Desert on June 26th, with 45 – 50 people 

in attendance. If you have any interest in being part of this program – please reach out to Ann Nelson 623-213-

2712 for more information. 

 

Mission Moments 

August 2021 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

      For those of you with a sensitive nature you had better turn away or cover your eyes for I am about to 

toss around a four letter word! I will unabashedly use this word over and over again, for it is used through-

out the Bible. The word is “Love.” 

      There is the love of the Almighty, Creator God, who made us. Then there is love of Christ, who gave his 

very life for us, and also the love of God the Holy Spirit, who dwells within us. 

      The Transition Team is about to complete its labor of love to define who we are and who we will need 

as a shepherd to love and care for us. Then the Call Committee will begin its labor of love, guided by God’s 

love, to reach out to someone chosen by God in love. 

      The future of Shepherd of the Desert will be defined by love, our love for each other and the love we will 

show to God’s chosen vessel. I have seen, heard and felt love expressed by this congregational family. In 

love let us welcome a new a new member of Shepherd of the Desert, a pastor who will love us with the un-

conditional love of Christ. 

In His perfect Love, 

Dave Hargreaves  

 We Have a call for you! 




