
ZION’S REFORMED UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
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  December 6, 2020       Second Sunday of Advent   10:30 a.m. 
  

Where the past and the future with Jesus Christ are celebrated 
so the present can be lived abundantly. 

  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS              Julie Hills, Lector 

If you are worshipping from home, you may want to take a few minutes to prepare 
communion elements.  They can be a bite of anything you have and a sip of whatever is handy, a 
reflection of life lived in God’s loving care. 

 
Just a reminder that our semi-annual congregational meeting will immediately follow this 

worship service to approve the budget for next year and elect elders.  We will remain in the 
sanctuary.  Those on line are urged to stay with us and vote by chat.  We need 50 members to 
constitute a quorum according to our by-laws. 

 
The altar flowers are placed in memory of our parents and brothers by Gayle and Bruce Wolff. 
 
Special music is provided by Zach Morgan, a student of Lori Seinar-Roknick. 

 
 
THE SOLEMN DECLARATION 
Leader:   And now may we prepare our hearts and minds for  worship as we are gathered in the 

name of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
  
THE RINGING OF THE CHIMES 
  
THE ENTRANCE OF THE LIGHT                          Kellen Ritzert, Acolyte 
  
THE PRELUDE                                          “King in a Stable”                                          Richard Hamilton 
    
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP     Luke 1:39-45  New International Version 
39 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, 40 where she 
entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby 
leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 In a loud voice she exclaimed: 
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! 43 But why am I so favored, 
that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my 
ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would 
fulfill his promises to her!”  
 
 
 
 



LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE                                           
Leader: You are welcome here. 
People: God is welcome here. 
Leader: You are welcome here. 
People: We are welcome here. 
Leader: Come and be here. 
People: Come and be you. 
Leader: Holy God, come among us and be You. 
  
Lighting the “Home” Candle    
 
OPENING HYMN  “I Will Enter His Gates”   (bulletin page 4) 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
  
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
We are not always welcoming, O God, and we do not always feel welcome. We have not celebrated 
one another as the good gifts we are. We have not cried together in the seasons when we have 
needed a good cry. We have not visited one another often enough to gasp in joy or sigh in pain. 
Forgive us, O God. Teach us again to create home for friends and strangers, loved ones and 
enemies. Welcome now our silent prayers, Gracious God….  
 

A MOMENT OF SILENT CONFESSION AND PRAYER 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 
SONG OF ASSURANCE 
O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray;  
Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.   
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;  
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel. 
   
THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
  

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever. Amen. 
  
SPECIAL MUSIC            Mendelssohn “Song Without Words” E Major Op. 30, No. 3 
   Zach Morgan, Piano 
   
SERMON      Come On In   
  
 



OUR OFFERING TO GOD 
          The Doxology 
 To God, all glorious heavenly Light, 
 To Christ revealed in earthly night, 
 To God the Spirit now we raise 
 Our joyful songs of thankful praise. 
 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 Invitation 
 Prayer of Preparation 
 Words of Institution 
 Blessing of the Elements 
 Receiving the Bread and Cup 
 Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Loving God, you fill the hungry with good things and send the self-satisfied away empty. In this 
feast at your table you have filled us with the word and the bread of life of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Make us hunger now for his coming in the hearts and the homes of all. Fill us with his spirit of 
service and self-forgetting love, that through us, he may become near to people. We ask this in the 
precious name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN    “O How Shall I Receive You”   (bulletin page 5) 
 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
 

MEDITATION: James E. Faust -  20th century attorney, religious leader and politician 

In addition to temples, surely another holy place on earth ought to be our homes. The feelings of 
holiness in my home prepared me for feelings of holiness in the temple. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 


