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The following actions have been taken by Pointe Coupee 
Parish President Major Thibaut, with the support of the 
Parish Council, since mid-March to curb the spread of 
the COVID-19 in the parish. Besides taking these steps, 
Thibaut has held regular update video conference 
meetings with parish and local municipal officials. 

Only businesses providing critical needs are allowed 
to be open. Parish President Thibaut has requested that 
these businesses limit the number of people allowed in 
stores at one time, and take other precautions, such as 
wiping down carts between shoppers, and limiting the 
number of shoppers per family to 1 person if possible. 

Parish offices are closed to the public, but the Parish 
is still operational. Residents can call 638-9556 for any 
questions, concerns or business with the parish. They 
can also go to the parish website: www.pcparish.org for 
extensive information, or go to the parish facebook page: 
facebook.com/Pointe Coupee Parish Government for 
information on parish activities and links.

At the request of President Thibaut, the Pointe 
Coupee Sheriff’s Office has increased patrols and 
also instituted regular patrols of False River with La. 
Wildlife and Fisheries agents to stop groups from 
gathering at homes, on piers or on the river. 

Patrols of the Mississippi River 
levee has also been increased 
due to the high river levels 
and reports of people on 
4-wheelers and joy-riding on 
the levee. People should not 
be on the levee at this time. 
It poses another risk at a time 
when emergency responders are 
already over-burdened.

The parish has established 
on-going communication 
with other local parish and 
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Parish President Major Thibaut, shown standing at left, and Mark Ward, Director of Administration, lead the first meeting of 
parish, municipal, school system, hospital and other stakeholders about the coronavirus in early March. This meeting was held 
before social distancing was initiated. Meetings are now held weekly via conference call.

municipal officials, the Pointe Coupee Hospital 
administration, school system, Council on Aging, 
nursing homes, Chamber of Commerce, Acadian 
Ambulance, law enforcement and others to coordinate 
response to the COVID-19. In addition, President 
Thibaut holds update conference call meetings weekly on 
Wednesdays.

Parish President Thibaut has issued a order that any 
person who knowlingly goes out in public while 
infected with COVID-19 be arrested immediately. 
All COVID-19 patients should be isolating at home 
and receiving medical care. Those arrested with will 
transported to Camp J at Angola Prison, where COVID-19 
inmates are being housed by the state.

The parish now has an emergency alert system in 
operation using a mix of telephone calls, text and 
email messages and TTY/TDD service for the hearing 
impaired. Residents can enroll by calling or texting ALERT 
to 225.240.1101 or going to www.pcparish.org

Parish President Thibaut is working closely with 
the Pointe Coupee Chamber of Commerce and 
Congressman Garrett Graves to get information to 
local businesses on the federal programs enacted to 
assist businesses that have suffered due to the shut-
downs ordered by the Stay Home order.

Pointe Coupee Parish 
Government –  
225.638.9556
www.pcparish.org

Pointe Coupee Sheriff’s 
Office dispatch  –  
225.694.3737

Sign up for Parish 
Emergency Alert System 
Text ALERT to 225.240.1101 or go 
to the parish website: 
www.pcparish.org

Louisiana 211 Network 
answers rquestions on
coronavirus –  
Dial 2-1-1 or go to
www.louisiana211.org

La. Workforce - 
Unemployment – 
www.laworks.net or
1-866-783-5567

Small Business 
Administration – 
www.sba.gov or
1-504-589-6685

La. Economic 
Development resources 
for impacted businesses 
www.opportunitylouisiana.com/ 
covid-19-assistance

Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus

Ensure that Pointe Coupee gets the fund-
ing and political representation it needs 
for the next decade! Census numbers are 
used to determine funding for things like 
community services, Head Start, public 
transportation and roads, housing assis-
tance, grants and much more!

BE COUNTED IN THE
2020 CENSUS

COMPLETE THE CENSUS FORM YOU 
RECEIVED IN THE MAIL BY RESPONDING 
ONLINE AT https://my2020census.gov/, 

BY PHONE OR BY MAIL
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What is the Coronavirus
Also known as COVID-19, this infectious disease was first recognized in early
December 2019 in Wuhan, China, but has spread widely throughout the world,
including to the United States. The infection is typically spread from one person
to another via respiratory droplets produced during coughing and sneezing.
Everyone is at risk of getting COVID-19, but some people are at a higher risk of
serious illness like adults aged 65+ and people of any age who have heart disease,
lung disease, and diabetes with complications. 

How to Protect Yourself from the Coronavirus
Everyone is at risk of getting COVID-19. Even if you do not feel sick, 1 in 4 may 
still be asymptomatic and can contribute to transmission. Everyone should 
follow these guidelines:
•  Stay at home.
• Wash your hands frequently and properly with soap and water for at l 

          least 20 seconds, or with an alcohol-based hand sanitizer if soap and water  
          are not available.

• Keep at least 6 feet (1.8 meters) away between yourself and other people.
• Wear a mask when in public — surgical masks, cloth face covers, or 
  homemade masks are effective ways to protect against potentially infectious 

           respiratory droplets. Refrain from using N95 respirators as they are in short
  supply and needed by healthcare workers.
• Don’t panic buy and don’t hoard food and supplies — only take what you need.
• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue or your elbow.
• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces using a household
   cleaning spray or wipe. 

What to Do If You’re Sick
 • Call your primary care doctor. 

 • Use a COVID-19 screening tool.
 • Call 211 or text the keyword LACOVID to 898-211. This 24/7 hotline is
           available to answer your Coronavirus questions.
 • Visit CDC’s website and Louisiana’s 211 website for more information.

PCGH offers guidance in 
fighting coronavirus

Ask for Pointe Coupee Homebound Health  
& Hospice by name

The only agency located in New Roads!
350 Hospital Road

225.638.5717

The Staff of Pointe Coupee Homebound Health and Hospice is 
taking every precaution possible to ensure the safety and well being of 
our patients. During these uncertain times, be assured that our agency 
will provide the care necessary to meet the home health and hospice 
needs of this community while continuing to provide compassionate, 
quality care.

This entire community is in our thoughts and prayers during this 
difficult time. Please feel free to contact us regarding your home health 
and hospice needs and questions regarding our services.  Our agency 
remains fully operational; however, our office is closed to the public. If 
it is necessary that you visit our office please call before coming.  We 
appreciate your cooperation and understanding. 

www.pchhh.org       #healthcareheroes

Home health, hospice  
are still operational

The administration and staff of Pointe Coupee General Hospital 
and Pointe Coupee Homebound Health & Hospice would like 
to thank all the individuals and businesses for their generous 

donations of time, talent and resources to assist in our personal 
protection.  We also thank the public for their support and the 

many acts of kindness and appreciation sent our way 
during this difficult time.

Thank You!

PROVIDING DRIVE BY TESTING, CARE...
Shown in the photo at left: A Pointe Coupee General Hospital lab. worker performs a 
curb-side nasal swab on a resident to test for COVID-19. Residents can come to the 
PCGH lab parking lot, located in the rear of  PCGH, Monday through Friday from 1 
pm to 3 pm for a nasal swab if a physician’s order has been faxed to the lab prior to 
arriving. In the photo at right, Dr. Brian LeBlanc assesses a patient with symptoms of 
COVID-19. Patients suspected to have COVID-19, or who have been diagnosed with 
the virus, can be assessed while in their vehicle by a physician by appointment only. 
This service is available in the parking area near the physician offices behind PCGH 
during regular office hours only.   

#healthcareheros
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While these have been trying times for everyone, one bright spot has been the incredible spirit of 
cooperation between agencies, with many people working hard daily to ensure the safety and well-
being of the residents of Pointe Coupee. The physicians of Pointe Coupee General requested a tent 
be put up to assist them in giving COVID-19 tests. The parish Office of Emergency Preparedness tent 
was erected quickly to assist with the help of the Pointe Coupee Sheriff's Office and parish employees. 
Other COVID-19 test sites in the parish are at the Arbor Medical Clinics.

Pointe Coupee Parish President Major Thibaut announced that 
the parish’s first emergency mass notification system is operational.

The new emergency alert system will provide rapid notification 
of hazardous and urgent situations to Pointe Coupee residents using 
telephone calls, text and email messages, and even TTY/TDD service 
for the hearing impaired. The parish selected the firm Hyper-Reach 
to help bring this life-saving capability to the area, and it was made 
operational just prior to the COVID-19 pandemic.

IT IS CRITICAL THAT RESIDENTS SIGN UP TO BE NOTIFIED OF 
EMERGENCIES THROUGH THIS SYSTEM BY:

 • calling 225-240-1101 
  • texting “ALERT” to 225-240-1101 or 

 • going to the parish website: ww.pcparish.org.  
Residents can select how they would like to receive the 
notifications (call, text, etc).

 “This is a huge step forward in the parish’s ability warn our 
citizens of emergency situations in a timely manner,” said Parish 
President Major Thibaut.  “It is fortunate that it is now operational, 
but it is imperative that residents make the small effort of signing up.”

 The system is capable of sending thousands of messages 
to geographically targeted households in seconds, and can 
simultaneously deliver them to an even broader audience via social 
media, as well as sending broadcast messages to most current 
mobile telephones in an affected area by providing access to FEMA’s 
Wireless Emergency Alert (WEA) system.  

The Parish plans to use 
the service primarily for 
alerts about weather and 
environmental hazards, 
criminal activity and 
missing persons.  Landline 
phones are automatically 
enrolled for community 
alerts, but weather alerts 
to landline phones and 
community and weather 
alerts to mobile phones 
and email addresses are 

only included when people enroll.    

Citizens can also download the Hyper-Reach Anywhere app 
on their smartphone.  Hyper-Reach Anywhere is a free smartphone 
app that allows individual citizens to manage and monitor the 
alerts they receive, both for their home and office addresses and for 
other addresses they care about, such as those of elderly relatives or 
friends.

Hyper-Reach is a mass notification system with over 15 years of 
experience in emergency messaging.  Hyper-Reach sends messages 
via automated telephone calls, text messaging (SMS), email, and 
social media, such as Twitter.  Other uses of Hyper-Reach include 
Amber alerts, toxic chemical warnings, and armed shooter alerts.  In 
addition to 911 centers, Hyper-Reach is used by law enforcement, 
educational institutions, and corporations. 

SIGN UP NOW!
Parish establishes 
emergency notification 
system for residents

Clean your hands often
• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 
seconds especially after you have been in a public place, or after 
blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing.
• If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitiz-
er that contains at least 60% alcohol. Cover all surfaces of your 
hands and rub them together until they feel dry. 
 • Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed 
hands.

Avoid close contact
• Keep about 6 feet distance between yourself and others. 
• Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
• Stay home as much as possible.
• Remember that some people without symptoms may be able 
to spread virus.

Cover your mouth and nose with a cloth face 
cover when around others
You could spread COVID-19 to others even if you do not feel sick.  
• Everyone should wear a cloth face cover when they have to go 
out in public, for example to the grocery store or to pick up other 
necessities. The cloth face cover is meant to protect other people 
in case you are infected.
• Cloth face coverings should not be placed on young children 
under age 2, anyone who has trouble breathing, or is unconscious, 
incapacitated or otherwise unable to remove the mask without 
assistance.
• Do NOT use a facemask meant for a healthcare worker.
• The cloth face cover is not a substitute for social distancing.

Clean and disinfect
• Clean AND disinfect frequently touched surfaces daily. This 
includes tables, doorknobs, light switches, countertops, handles, 
desks, phones, keyboards, toilets, faucets, and sinks.
• If surfaces are dirty, clean them: Use detergent or soap and water 
prior to disinfection.

EVERYONE SHOULD

Working together to address needs...
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The Pointe Coupee Parish Sheriff’s Office has taken numerous steps to secure and protect parish residents 
during the ongoing Coronavirus pandemic. Among its activities have been:

• Putting extra patrols on duty for security.
• Providing security at the Pointe Coupee Parish Courthouse, where the public is not allowed at this time; and 

employees who enter must submit to a fever test before being allowed in the building.
• Closing the Sheriff’s Office to the public. However, it is still operational for all activities and staff is available 

to answer calls. Residents needing assistance can call 225-638-5400 or 800-701-8560. Those needing to pay a 
fine, ticket or taxes can pay by money order put in an envelope and placed in the secure Sheriff’s Office drop 
box behind the Courthouse at the Civil Office, or by going to the Sheriff’s Office website: www.pcpso.org and 
following the prompts from the home page. Crimes can also be reported on the website.

• School resource officers were first placed on duty assisting in meal distribution efforts, and are now on road 
duty until schools reopen.

• The Pointe Coupee Parish Jail has been closed to visitors and the Sheriff’s Office has established assistance 
for inmates to make more frequent calls to family.

• Sheriff’s Office personnel remain in frequent communication with Parish President Major Thibaut and 
participate in the parish video conference update calls.

• Patrols on False River by the Sheriff’s Office and La. Department of Wildlife and Fisheries agents were 
increased in early April to deter gatherings of boaters and parties along the river.

Sheriff’s Office increases patrols, takes actions 
to maintain security during stay home order

Parish President Major Thibaut prepares to have a 
temperature check prior to entering the Pointe Coupee 
Parish Courthouse. The Sheriff’s Office is providing 
security for the courthouse during the stay home order.

Pointe Coupee Parish  
Sheriff’s Office

In an emergency - call 9-1-1
225.638.5400

215 East Main St., New Roads, LA
pcpso.org

facebook.com/PCPSO

The Pointe Coupee Parish Sheriff’s Office is closely 
monitoring MIssissippi River levels, even though there is no 
plan at this time for the opening of the Morganza Spillway.

The US Corps of Engineers opened the Bonnet  Carre 
Spillway on April 3 to divert Mississippi River water flow 
and avoid flooding at New Orleans, but the Corps predicted 
that this year’s opening will be much shorter and involve 
significnatly lower flow rates than the 2019 opening of the 
Bonnet Carre. In addition, the Corps is also diverting water 
from the Mississippi at the Old River Control Structure to the 
Atchafalaya River.

The Morganza Spillway has not been opened since 
2011. The Spillway is designed for emergency use to divert 
additional water from the Mississippi River into the Morganza 
floodway, which merges downstream with the Atchafalaya 
floodway before entering the Gulf.

Mississippi River levels 
being monitored
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Tutor.com has expanded its live tutoring hours for HomeworkLouisiana to provide 
additional support for students impacted by COVID-19.

The new Louisiana one-to-one live tutoring hours are Monday – Friday 8:00 am to 
midnight. Saturday and Sunday live tutoring hours will continue as 2 pm to midnight as 

usual. These expanded 
hours will continue until 
May 31, 2020.

As a quick reminder, 
the HomeworkLouisiana 
landing page is www.
homeworkla.org/. The 
additional resources 
page is http://lalibcon.
state.lib.la.us/schools.
php.

All of the Pointe Coupee LIbrary locations 
are closed until further notice due to the 
coronavirus state of emergency. WIFI is 
available in the Library parking lots and library 
databases are available on the library website: 
www.pointe-coupee.lib.la.us.

You can also monitor library resources, 
especially resources for parents to help 
students with home schooling, by going to the 
library’s facebook page: www.facebook.com/
Pointe-Coupee-Parish-Library-II.

Tutor expands online tutoring 
hours to help during pandemic

Pointe Coupee Parish Library
201 Claiborne Street, New Roads
Phone: 225-638-9847
Open: Monday-Thursday 8:30am-7:30pm
Friday & Saturday 8:30am-5:00pm
Sunday 1:00pm-5:00pm
www.pointe-coupee.lib.la.us

Innis  
Branch Library
6444 La Hwy 1,  
Innis
Phone: 225-492-2632
Open: M-F 10:00am-6:00pm

Morganza  
Branch Library
221 So. LA Hwy. 1,  
Morganza
Phone: 225-694-2428
Open: M-F 1:00pm-6:00pm

Julian Poydras  
Branch Library
4985 Julian Poydras Lane,  
Rougon 
Phone: 225-627-5846
Open: M-F 9:30am-2:30pm

Livonia  
Branch Library
3100 Hwy. 78,  
Livonia
Phone: 225-637-2987
Open: M-F 1:00-6:00pm

www.pointe-coupee.lib.la.us

GOOD NEWS: 
The Library is not collecting 
fines during this closure.

Locations closed but 
resources available

Check It Out!
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Our mission of “representing the common interests of businesses 
and the community” has never been more important than it is 
right now.  The Greater Pointe Coupee Chamber of Commerce is 
working hard to support and promote our local businesses during 
this challenging and unprecedented time. 

Throughout this rapidly changing situation, we will work closely 
with our local, regional, and state allies and elected officials to 
both communicate the needs and concerns of our membership, 
and provide guidance on available programs or assistance as 
details begin to emerge.  

For a current list of programs, our regional partner, BRAC, has 
put together a series of webinars to assist stakeholders with 
recovery efforts.  This information can be found at https://brac.
org/recovery/

Stay up to date by subscribing to our e-newsletter and visiting 
our Pointe Coupee Chamber of Commerce Facebook page.  As we 
continue to monitor the impact of COVID-19 on local businesses 
and the regional economy, we ask that you take a moment and fill 
out the survey available here: https://ccots.formstack.com/forms/
covid19.

As always, if there is any other way that the Chamber could help, 
please feel free to reach out at ed.director@yahoo.com.  

Chamber works to assist 
businesses in pandemic

The 2020 Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors, pictured at the Annual Banquet: (L to R) Eric 
Collette - Guaranty Bank (VP), Mark Ward - PC Parish Government, Jill Copeland - PC Electric, Amanda 
Stanley - BRCC (President), Rep. Jeremy LaCombe - LaCombe Law Firm, Lauren Guidroz - Morel’s Restau-
rant  (Secretary), Monica Walton - Arbor Family Health, Gerald Bordelon - GB Multiservice (Treasurer), 
Prudence Morgan - Cottonport Bank, Joe Langlois - Padial Real Estate, Amanda McDuff - CLECO Cajun, 
Robin Fournet - River Parish Portables (not pictured)

2020 Chamber Board of Directors

Your support of our local businesses is one of the most important  
aspects of getting through these tough times.  We ask that you  
continue supporting the community by doing business locally.

Our local businesses need your support

Stay home when you are sick,
except to get medical care.

Wash your hands often with soap 
and water for at least 20 seconds.

Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, 
then throw the tissue 
in the trash.
 

Clean and disinfect frequently 
touched objects and surfaces.

Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth. 

Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 

Help prevent the spread of respiratory diseases like COVID-19.

STOP THE SPREAD OF GERMS

cdc.gov/COVID19
314915-A  March 16, 2020 1:02 PM
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New Roads provides services via 
telecommunication for safety

The City of New Roads is closed to the public as the coronavirus pandemic continues. 
However, city employees are working, providing services and responding to residents by 
telecommunications.

Residents with questions or needing assistance can call City Hall at 225-638-5360, Public 
Works at 225-713-9375, or the Police Department at 225-718-1257. (Also see notice below)

City officials are holding their regular meetings by video conferencing in April. Instructions 
for the public to view the city meeting via video conferencing is provided on the home page of 
the City of New Roads website: www.newroads.net. The agenda is also available on the website.

 Rental of the Scott Civic Center was suspended, and all upcoming New Roads events were 
cancelled until further notice. The city has also put out hand sanitizer stations in several high-
traffic areas of the city, including Wal-Mart and City Hall.

City utility customers can pay their bills on-line at www.newroads.net, by mail or by 
the secure drop-box at City Hall. The city will not schedule any utility disconnects or new 
connections during April. Because many residents will have to make adjustments that 
may cause financial hardship, Mayor Cornell Dukes issued an Administrative Order halting 
termination of all public utilities until further notice.

AS A RESULT OF THE  CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19), THE OFFICES OF THE CITY OF NEW ROADS WILL 
BE OPERATING BY TELECOMMUNICATIONS UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.

ALL PAYMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED BY MAIL,  ONLINE AT WWW.NEWROADS.NET AND VIA THE 
DROP BOX.  THE DROP BOX  IS LOCATED AT THE DOUBLE BLUE DOORS NEAR THE PARKING LOT 
ENTRANCE.

IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS, PLEASE CONTACT THE FOLLOWING.
POLICE DEPARTMENT

KEVIN MCDONALD - 225-718-1257 or JAMES JOHNSON - 225-713-8362
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

PAUL SEAWELL - 225-713-9375 or  CHARLES WATKINS - 225-718-8564

FOR EMERGENCY RELATED WORK ORDERS, I.E., SEWER LINE BACKUPS, POWER OUTAGES, OR 
FALLEN TREES, PLEASE CONTACT PUBLIC WORKS AT 225-713-9375 OR 225-718-8564.

FOR EMERGENCY ANIMAL CONTROL ISSUES, PLEASE CONTACT DISPATCH AT 225-694-3737

One of the hand sanitizer stations in the city.

Essential businesses, restaurants open for take out
Our local businesses and 
restaurants are struggling during 
this extended shut-down period. 
We urge residents to stay home, 
but if you must get out for food 
or supplies, please frequent 
our local businesses. These 
businesses and restaurants are 
open.

PUBLIC NOTICE



APRIL, 2020 | Page 8

POINTE COUPEE PARISH ASSESSOR’S OFFICE

tt

POINTE COUPEE PARISH SCHOOL BOARD
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Dear Fellow Citizens of Pointe Coupee Parish, 
As mentioned in my last article, we are in the process of reassessing all real 

estate in the parish. One of the most important things we gather is information. 
Very often it takes a personal visit by one of my staff to verify addresses, make sure 
our maps are correct, and to determine the condition of 
a specific property. You may see our office vehicle in your 
neighborhood. It is identified with signage that the vehicle 
is on official business. You may also see my employees 
taking photos to document the physical condition of 
various structures. Don’t be alarmed. We are not there 
to invade your privacy. This information helps us assess 
property as accurately as possible. We ask the public for 
your cooperation as we gather the necessary information to do our job in an 
efficient manner.

A property’s value can change for many reasons. The most obvious is if there 
have been changes to the structure, such as additions of an extra room or patio.  
Any time additional square footage of usable area is added to the structure, it 
generally increases the value. Other examples include the construction of a new 

storage building, workshop or outdoor kitchen. If a structure has 
lost usable area due to fire, storm damage or structural problems, 
the value decreases. Excessive age and deterioration causes loss 
of value also. Market conditions in a specific area have the most 
frequent affect on value.  Strong sales cause values to rise. Areas 
that are in decline will lose value. It’s our job to consider all these 
factors when assessing the value of property.

Around July of this year, each property owner will receive by 
mail, a “Notice of Value” letter that will indicate your assessed value last year and 
your new value for 2020. This letter indicates assessed value only; not tax dollars. 
This is an opportunity for you to review your assessment and contact our office 
if you have questions. The official “open books” period is the last two weeks of 
August. During that time the public is invited to review their assessed values at 
our office, and we are available any time during normal working hours all year to 
review this information with you. You do not have to wait until the open books 
period. 

I would like to mention that when your annual property tax bill comes 
out near the end of each year; all payments are to be made at the Sheriff’s 
Civil Office, NOT the Assessor’s Office. This is the red brick building behind the 
Courthouse. The Sheriff is the official tax collector for the parish. Each year we get 
many tax payers coming to our office to pay their bills and have to redirect them 
to the Sheriff’s Civil Office. Thank you for your attention to this.

   Jimmy Laurent, Jr., Pointe Coupee Parish Assessor
   Office: 225-638-7077, Cell: 225-240-9974 

2020 is a property reassessment year

Students, siblings now getting meals at home

Correction to Information in the January 2020 issue
In order to qualify for the Special Assessment “freeze” of your homestead 

value, you must be 65 years of age or older and have an annual adjusted gross 
income of less than $75, 594.07 for 2019. The previous article stated $77,030. 
That’s the amount that will go into effect next year.

If you have a military service disability rating of 100%, you are entitled 
to a double homestead exemption that covers the first $150,000 of value. If 
you are the un-remarried spouse of a deceased member of the military or 
first responder killed in the line of duty, you may qualify to have your home 
completely exempted from property taxes. Please contact your local Veterans 
Affairs Office to obtain the proper forms for this exemption before coming in. 
We encourage you to call our office for more details at 225-638-7077. 

The Pointe Coupee Parish School Board’s Child Nutrition Program opened three drive-thru feeding 
sites on March 16 to service children during the COVID-19 pandemic school closures. These sites prepared 
breakfast and lunch daily for children 18 and under. In total, 7,908 meals were distributed over a two-week 
period. 

After that period,  the Nutrition Program switched to the Emergency Meals To You program, in 
which meals are shipped to the homes of students and their siblings. This meals program will continue 
throughout the remainder of this closure. These meals consist of a shelf stable breakfast and lunch that 
meet the USDA National School breakfast and lunch requirements. 

The school system is partnering with USDA and Baylor University to offer Emergency Meals to You. 
More information on this program can be found on the school board website and Facebook page. 

The Pointe Coupee Parish School Board and Child Nutrition Program would like to thank the dedicated 
staff who worked tirelessly during this unprecedented time to serve our students. We would also like to thank Five C’s, 
Langlois’ Grocery, the Pointe Coupee Parish 4-H Office, Purpera’s Supermarket, Soprano’s Supermarket, and Super 1 Foods, 
all for graciously donating bags so that our drive-thru sites could run smoothly. 

REBECCA STEPHENSON | Director of Assessment and Accountability
On March 13, as everyone was receiving alerts on their phones that Governor 

John Bel Edwards had decided to close all Louisiana K-12 public schools, Pointe 
Coupee Parish School System educators had many questions.

With no time to prepare, and with essentially no warning, children were sent 
home on busses and in cars on that Friday afternoon, with hopes of returning in a 
month. The hard work of adapting to this sudden change began for school system 
administrators. 

The Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE) began having daily 
conference calls with local superintendents, which are now bi-weekly calls. As 
questions began to be answered on the state level, this enabled us to develop a 
plan for Pointe Coupee school system students. 

We wanted our plan to provide flexibility to parents, as some of them are 

essential workers and may not be able to devote all of their time to working with 
their children. We also wanted to take into account that not every family has 
internet access or a device for each child to use. 

That is why our optional learning plan has two parts. Parents and students 
have the option to use the links provided for online learning, or they may choose 
a non-tech activity like writing and mailing letters, making homemade weather 
instruments, and creating a time capsule, just to name a few.  

Along with our educational and enrichment activities, we have provided a 
suggested daily schedule. We know how important a routine is during our school 
day, so we wanted to give similar guidance to our families to help plan out their 
day or week. 

All of this information can be found on our website, Facebook page, or by 
visiting tinyurl.com/pcpacademicguidance. 

Pointe Coupee public schools offer optional learning

Shown is a portion of the meals prepared 
and packaged each day during the 2-week 
drive-thru feeding program. 


