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BREAKERS PUSH FOR SUSTAINABLE LUNCHES

Mixing It Up to Help the Earth
by Mitali Chowdhury

 Pacific Grove’s proximity to Monterey Bay is a major factor in many stu-
dents’ concern with human impact on the environment. The Bay has had a long 
history of human interaction and, in recent years, has been recovering after cen-
turies of exploitation for fish, whale oil, sea otter pelts, and other resources. 
This culture of conservation is growing within our own high school through the 
efforts of the Go Green club. 
 Club President Karis Myers started out “wanting to have a gardening club, 
but then expanded… [to wanting] to make the school an ocean guardian school.” 
Her primary mission has been to work with others “to make the school campus 
cleaner and greener… [to in turn make] others aware about how their actions 
affect the earth.”
 The club has started various initiatives since its inception, starting with 
selling metal straws for No Straw November. The engraved straws encouraged 
students at our school that they could take small steps towards reducing plastic 
waste. Single-use plastics, including straws, are extremely harmful to the planet 
for many reasons. For example, weathered plastic bits easily reach all ecosystems, 
from the deep oceans to the mountaintops. Animals will often mistake the plas-
tic bits for food, causing them to fill their stomachs with indigestible plastic and 
slowly starve to death. 
 Another project that the club has taken on is recycling at school. While 
the district’s ability to recycle paper and plastic is limited, students have taken 
the initiative to collect recyclables from classrooms to ensure that they stay out 
of the landfill. This represents another simple step for PGHS to take towards a 
sustainable campus, although students and teachers will have to be more con-
scious of contaminating recycle bins moving forward. Myers suggests that the 
community “start thinking more about what they could reuse and recycle as well 
as cutting out single-use plastics.”
 Most recently, Go Green helped run a Mix It Up Monday campaign. With 
the help of the cafeteria staff, the club replaced plastic utensils with compostables, 
awarded a small prize for students who brought their own utensils, and offered 
a meatless menu. In addition to cutting pollution from plastics, the reduction of 
meat in the cafeteria was a major step towards reducing emissions. Surprisingly, 
meat, especially beef, requires an extraordinary amount of resources, in addition 
to producing a significant amount of greenhouse gases. 
 The students of Go Green have big plans moving forward, including a 
garden at the school to promote both natural beauty and healthy eating. Myers is 
also “looking forward to making our school Ocean Guardians.” As senior Delson 
Hays shares, Go Green’s message is “important because we can help effect posi-
tive change in the world more easily than we would think. We can show people 
how to fight climate change just by making simple, day-to-day efforts that add up 
over time and genuinely do more good for the world than one would expect.”

 

Class Registration: 
Advice For Current Juniors

by Caroline Coen

 Although second semester is only halfway over, registra-
tion for next year’s classes is well underway. Freshman look toward 
sophomore classes, while sophomores prepare themselves for the 
notoriously difficult junior year. The current junior class of 2021 
breathed a heavy sigh of relief as they signed up for senior year 
classes. According to popular belief, senior year is an opportuni-
ty to take a break from the strenuous workload of junior year to 
instead enjoy the final year of high school and work on college ap-
plications. Mrs. Paris, however, debunked this myth in her class 
registration visits to junior classes, reminding students that college 
admissions officers do look at senior year schedules and tran-
scripts from first semester. Still, for many juniors, senior year will 
provide somewhat of a respite. The NewsBreaker surveyed 42 ju-
niors to provide insight into the course loads students are planning 
to bear for their senior year. Through the survey, various juniors 
also offered advice to younger students.
 There are not many honors courses available for 12th 
grade. By senior year, AP classes rule for students interested in tak-
ing particularly challenging courses. Consequently, in our survey, 
39 students reported that they will take no honors classes senior 
year. The three remaining students report that they will take one. 
There was a much wider range in the numbers of AP classes ju-
niors plan to take next year. Five students chose zero AP classes. 
Numbers were evenly spread in the one to three AP classes range. 
Six students each chose one, two, and three AP classes for their 
senior schedules. The most popular response was four AP class-
es, selected by ten students. Eight students will take five AP classes 
next year, and one brave soul will face six.
 Despite the rigorous course loads many students have 
selected, seniors should still try to enjoy their final year of high 
school. The NewsBreaker asked the surveyed juniors which class 
they felt the most excited to take next year, and we received a wide 
array of responses. Culinary and AP Literature placed among the 
most popular answers, along with AP Environmental Science and 
AP Psychology. Mr. Rubin also received a special shoutout from 
a student who feels particularly enthusiastic about taking a math 
class (which math class was not specified) from “RUBIN” next 
year.
 Senior year definitely gives students room for choice, and 
juniors have picked from a large spread of electives. This year, new 
Dual-Enrollment courses with MPC became available in subjects 
such as culinary. 38 percent of juniors intend to take a culinary 
class next year, and about 40 percent of those students will take a 
Dual-Enrollment course. 31 percent of juniors selected courses in 
the visual arts, from 2D Design and Drawing and Painting to AP 
Photography, and 29 percent will partake in performing arts class-
es such as Marching Band, Orchestra, Guitar, and Drama. Sports 
Medicine classes have attracted the interest of 16 percent of the re-
sponders. Ten percent of surveyed juniors elected to take PE again 
as seniors, although it is no longer a required course beyond tenth 
grade. Psychology was also a popular selection, with sign-ups 
from 14 percent of juniors. AP Computer Science and Leadership 
also attracted rising seniors. Three of the 42 have indicated interest 
in serving as a Teacher’s Assistant. The Free 6th/7th Period option 
proved popular as usual, with 45 percent of surveyed juniors 
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The NewsBreaker surveyed 42 juniors on various 
questions relating to class registration.

Recycling is a key component of the Go 
Green’s initiative to create a more sustainble 
campus.



hoping to take advantage of it. According to the survey, 
60 percent of juniors will allow themselves to sleep in, 
removing first period from their schedules.
 Younger students, listen up! These AP classes 
are the classes that will require the most focus and ded-
ication. When asked which PGHS class has been the 
most difficult for them, the surveyed juniors offered a 
smaller array of responses. One-third of the surveyed 
juniors claim that physics was the most challenging 
subject. AP United States History was the second-most 
common response, and Honors Integrated Math III 
was a close third. AP World History, AP Physics, and 
Chemistry also amassed many votes.
 Although there are clearly very difficult classes 
offered at PGHS, the surveyed juniors gave the News-
Breaker their advice for younger students on handling 
tough course loads. Eleanor Bukhari emphasized the 
importance of balance, reminding students that they 
should “not treat high school lightly, but [they should] 
also make sure to have fun.”  The years leading up to 
junior year are easier than junior year itself, so Molly 
Momberger recommends that students “put in the ef-
fort to learn how to take good notes and find the right 
study method...now so [they] don’t struggle when 
[they] really have to later.” Ethan Spencer believes that 
“doing the homework and asking the right questions 
will lead to a successful school year.” William Nader 
and Sophie Lueken both stress the importance of stu-
dents going to their teachers immediately when they 
are struggling. 
 According to the survey, juniors will face se-
nior schedules of varying rigor next year. Overall, they 
all hope to receive at least a little bit of a break compared 
to junior year, and they are excited to lead PGHS next 
year. The Class of 2021 will be ready to answer ques-
tions and offer advice to any younger students who 
need guidance. However, the most important piece of 
advice for students everywhere to remember, in the el-
oquent words of fellow student Laurel Bowen, is “You 
need to realize that you aren’t a grade or a number.” 

Girls Basketball: Heralding 
a Comeback Season

by Noor Benny
 On Tuesday, January 21st, the Breaker Girls 
battled the Soledad Aztecs in a game of basketball. 
Maddy Sepegan opened up the first quarter by scor-
ing a layup for the Breakers. Halfway through the first 
quarter, Pacific Grove gained a seven point lead over 
Soledad. The early lead gave fans the impression that 
the game would be an easy win for the Breakers. 
 However, the Aztecs fought back during the 
second quarter. Struggling to break Soledad’s full court 
press, the Breakers turned the ball over several times. 
Star player Lyndsey Llantero made up for the turnovers 
by single-handedly breaking Soledad’s press. Despite 
the low scoring, Pacific Grove opened up a
24-21 halftime lead over Soledad. 
 In the third quarter, Soledad’s defense kept the 
Breakers from scoring once again. Much to the dismay 
of the Breakers, Soledad pulled ahead after scoring two 
layups. Llantero responded by dribbling the ball from 
basket to basket to score a layup. Excessive fouling by 
the Aztecs put the Breakers at the free throw line to 
shoot, but Soledad held the lead over the Breakers at 
the end of the third quarter.
 Soledad’s defense kept Pacific Grove from 
earning points in the beginning of the fourth quarter. 
As a result, Soledad gained an 11 point lead, but the 
Breakers continued to fight in the face of adversity. Ju-
nior Tianna Batistini put the Breakers back on track 
after shooting a three pointer. Molly Momberger and

Maddy Sepegan followed Batistini’s lead when they 
each scored a layup, placing the Breakers only four 
points behind the Aztecs. With only two minutes left, 
the Breakers fought harder than ever before. Wendy 
Porzig rose to the occasion and tied the score with a 
layup. In the final minute, the Aztecs shot a three point-
er, placing Soledad two points ahead of Pacific Grove. 
Batistini responded by shooting a three pointer, giving 
the Breakers the lead. After the Aztecs earned a tech-
nical foul for delaying the game, the Breakers secured 
their lead when Llantero made both free throws. In the 
end, the Breakers defeated the Aztecs, 56-54. 
 The Breakers Girls proved that they never 
back down from a challenge. Despite the 11 point dis-
advantage in the third quarter, the Breakers fought un-
til the bitter end to earn a well-deserved win. 

Winter Ball
by Mariam Esber

 Winter Ball 2020’s venue and refreshments 
surpassed those of Winter Ball 2019, but the music 
and overall vibe disappointed. Of seniors interviewed, 
50% agreed that the Elks Lodge Monterey venue was 
far better than last year’s, whereas 40% thought it was 
worse. Nevertheless, getting to the venue itself proved 
difficult even with a GPS, as it was hidden on top of 
quite a large hill. 
The DJ did not seem able to read the crowd, as his mu-
sic selections (mostly strange remixes of rap) did not 
vary, and only one slow song was played. 54.6% of in-
terviewed seniors disliked the music, whereas 18.2% 
proved indifferent to it. 
 Compared to last year’s broken chocolate 
fountain dilemma, the food and drinks—mostly baked 
goods and lemonade—offered at this year’s Winter Ball 
pleased 90.9% of seniors.
 When asked what changes those who attend-
ed this year’s Winter Ball would like to see in next year’s, 
everyone interviewed commented on the poor quali-
ty of the music and its need for improvement. “Better 
music, Please. That’s all I ask. Like an actual melody. 
Please,” said one attendee. “More slow songs, not just a 
full out rave,” said another. Students who attended the 
dance were disappointed at the amount of obscure re-
mixes played by the DJ, who seemed to be in his own 
little world as opposed to following the crowd.  An-
other interviewed student stated, quite bluntly, “PGHS 
needs to understand that cheaper is not always better. 
I’d be quite willing to assume that that DJ did not make 
a hefty sum of money off this dance. We just need bet-
ter DJs. Please.”
 Overall, Winter Ball 2020 was more disap-
pointing than anything. There were no activities aside 
from dancing and a photobooth, and not everyone likes 
to dance or take photos. Pacific Grove High School has 
a versatile student body with different definitions of 
what “fun” is, and it needs to cater to that versatility. 

The Renaissance Rally 
Shines Light on PGHS

by Will Coen

 On Wednesday, January 29, the Pacific Grove 
High School Leadership Class put on our school’s an-
nual Renaissance Rally, PGHS’s only non-sports based 
rally. This year’s rally featured a performance by the 
school’s symphonic orchestra, poetry read out loud by 
a few students, an introduction to the Mock Trial team, 
a video presented by the Robotics team, and a presen-
tation of each class’s top ten academically performing 
students. 
 Led by Mrs. Teresa Hruby-Percell, the sym-
phonic orchestra features PGHS students from all 
grades playing string, wind, and percussion instru-
ments. At the rally, the group played a song called “The 
Devil Went Down to Georgia,” featuring seniors Elijah 
Taurke and Marina Lieberman on vocals. The orches-
tra’s next performance was on February 12 at the music 
program’s Winter Concert. 
 Three Pacific Grove High School students 
read poetry at the rally—senior Matthew Mendez, ju-
nior Karis Myers, and junior Claire Roggeman. All of 
these students competed in a school-wide competition 
known as Poetry Out Loud. Poetry Out Loud requires 
students to select a piece of poetry (the students did not 
write it) and read it out loud in front of an audience. 
Many classes held Poetry Out Loud competitions, 
and the top performers from each class moved on to 
the next round. Eventually, the number of competi-
tors was narrowed down to just three people. These 
three students read their selected poems in front of the 
whole school for the final round at PGHS. Then, a win-
ner was chosen out of these students to move on to a 
countywide Poetry Out Loud competition. This year, 
Matthew Mendez won PGHS’s competition. Men-
dez also won last year as a junior. He represented our 
school at the county competition and won. 
 Several members of Pacific Grove High’s 
Mock Trial team—seniors Noor Benny and Grace 
Hardin—introduced themselves at the rally and spoke 
about their team’s actions and goals. The team includes 
students from all grades and recently competed at a 
competition over the weekend of January 25-26. As 
she spoke in front of the school, Benny reflected on her 
experience at Mock Trial:
 “A handful of us, the seniors, joined mock trial 
our freshmen year because we had siblings who were 
a part of mock trial or because we were encouraged to 
join by our parents. But after spending four years with 
new and old faces, it’s really neat to see how much we’ve 
improved not only in the courtroom, but in all aspects 
of our lives.”
 Pacific Grove High’s Robotics team showed 
a video about their upcoming competition and the 
process of preparing for the competition by building 
a complicated robot. Also, the team’s special T-Shirt 
shooting robot Riptide made an appearance at the Re-
naissance Rally.
 Finally, the top ten students from each class 
were recognized at the rally and asked to stand when 
their names were called. While all school rallies are 
great fun, the annual academically-based Renaissance 
Rally certainly presents a unique breath of fresh air to 
Pacific Grove High School by offering an opportunity 
for academics and arts to shine. 

The Breakers earn a well-derserved win against 
Soledad.



Breakers on Valentine’s 
Day

by Caroline Coen
 Whether you are a complete romantic or a 
Valentine’s Day “Scrooge,” February is here and gone, 
and so is the season of love. The NewsBreaker con-
ducted a survey of 287 students to learn about PGHS 
students’ perspectives on Valentine’s Day, love, dating, 
and our traditional dating game “Singled Out.”
 “Singled Out” takes place every year during 
lunch on Valentine’s Day, pitting three pairs of volun-
teers against each other in a competition to woo a pair 
of seniors. The pair that best impresses the seniors with 
witty pickup lines and heartfelt love songs wins a date 
with them. Keep in mind that the seniors’ physical view 
of the competitors is obscured, so they have no knowl-
edge of the identities of their prospective dates until 
they have already selected the winners. At PGHS, we 
play two rounds of the game: one with a pair of senior 
girls, and one with a pair of senior boys.

Below are some comments from our respondents as to 
why they either liked or disliked “Singled Out.”

Why do you like “Singled Out?”

“The game is a good opportunity for students to get 
active on campus and gives a couple of laughs to many 
people.” 
- Juliana Aliotti, Grade 11

“I think the game is funny.” 
- Ryan DeStefano, Grade 10

“I like Singled Out because it’s like one of those dating 
game shows, except it’s more fun because it’s with peo-
ple I know and interact with daily. I like how the se-
niors are the contestants because it’s interesting seeing 
the underclassmen answer all their questions about ro-
mance, especially because of all the different maturity 
levels present from freshmen to seniors.”
- Gaby Giraldo, Grade 11

Why don’t you like “Singled Out?”

“It just seemed pointless cause [sic] how many peo-
ple are [you] going to date afterwards? It seems real-
ly creepy and faked [sic] since the date is kinda [sic] 
forced on the person. Like [sic] it’s not natural[;] you 
have a certain selection and just choose the best one. 
Plus I never like[d] the culture that being single is bad. 
I feel it’s become very outdated in the age of aromatics 
[sic]. Friendship is cool, and you shouldn’t have to date 
to be happy.”
- Owen Meade, Grade 11

“It’s only high school. I don’t think it really matters too 
much and I don’t really care about the games down in 
the Student Union.” 
- John Coleman, Grade 12

“Singled [O]ut is an annoying freshman game.”
- Donovan Dearmin, Grade 11

A Reflection on the Girls 
Varsity Soccer Season

by Will Coen

 This winter, the girls varsity soccer team faced 
many opponents and improved over the course of the 
season. The varsity team finished with a league win-
tie-loss record of 6-3-3. The team included freshmen, 
sophomores, juniors, and seniors. Junior Gaby Giraldo 
and senior Mikayla Gamboa led the team as captains, 
along with head coach Frank Giraldo.
 After a long preseason, the team opened their 
league season at the beginning of January with a game 
against Pajaro Valley. The Breakers were victorious, de-
feating Pajaro Valley 3-2 in a well-fought game on the 
road. A couple days later, the team faced Santa Catalina 
at home, winning 2-0 and maintaining an undefeated 
league record. The next week, the Breakers traveled to 
Gonzales for another away game. The team lost for 
the first time in its league season, falling short of vic-
tory in a close 0-1 defeat. Later that week, the varsity 
team played Rancho San Juan in a home game, easily 
winning with a score of 7-0. The Breakers’ next game 
was against Stevenson in front of a home crowd. The 
game was tied 2-2 at halftime and, after a scoreless sec-
ond half, ended in a close tie. The Breakers then faced 
Monterey in another home game. The game remained 
scoreless through both halfs, ending with a score of 0-0. 
The next day, the Breakers traveled to Santa Catalina 
for an away competition. Although previously defeat-
ing Santa Catalina 2-0 at home, the Breakers lost 0-1 
to Santa Catalina in the second matchup of the two 
teams. On Monday, January 27, the Breakers played 
Stevenson away, tying 1-1 in a heated game in which 
senior Alexis Ackerman suffered a broken wrist. Then, 
the Breakers faced Gonzales at home on February 
4 and won 4-1. Mikayla Gamboa scored two of the 
team’s goals on penalty kicks. On Friday, February 7, 
Pacific Grove defeated Rancho San Juan again, this 
time by a score of 6-2. The Breakers then faced Pajaro 
Valley again on February 10, this time at home. Despite 
defeating Pajaro Valley at the start of the league season, 
the Breakers fell this time around, losing 2-3. Later that 
week, the Breakers finished their season with an away 
game against Monterey on February 14. The team 
played very well and won 2-1. 
 The girls soccer team ended up placing second 
in their league, with Pajaro Valley taking first place. The 
team barely missed out on the Central Coast Section 
playoffs. The season was distinguished by many close 
games, including three ties. The Breakers impressively 
managed to maintain an overall winning record. Fur-
thermore, the Breakers finished with a much improved 
record from last season and strive to continue winning 
and improving over the upcoming years. 

Snowflakes to the Ears
by Caroline Coen

 The music department more than compen-
sated for Pacific Grove’s lack of snow with the tinkling 
notes of the Winter Concert on Wednesday, February 
12th. The night featured performances by the string or-
chestra, the philharmonic orchestra, and the band, all 
directed by our instrumental music teacher Mrs. The-
resa Hruby.
 The strings kicked off the evening with a 
movement of Bach’s Brandenburg Concerto, featur-
ing dense runs of notes. Next, various band members 
joined in with the orchestra for the philharmonic 
performance. After playing “The Matador”—a Span-
ish-themed piece reminiscent of the flamenco dance—
and “Themes from Apollo 13”—a compilation of mu-
sic from the movie that featured a stunning trumpet 
solo by Alana Henden—the philharmonic performed 
another piece featuring the orchestra—“The Devil 
Went Down to Georgia.” This high-energy fiddle tune 
showcased the talents of various soloists, with Marina 
Leiberman and Elijah Taurke taking the lead and sing-
ing the lyrics on the microphones. Noah Garry, Jeni-
ca Okuhara, and Andrew Shaver utilized the electric 
equipment, playing electric violin and electric basses.
 After enjoying a quick intermission, the audi-
ence returned for the concert band’s performance. The 
band’s first piece “Awakening Hills” focused heavily on 
the percussion section, with special emphasis placed 
on Zoe Gleason on the timpani. Next, Samantha Bar-
ragan and Marianna Zoellin played a solo clarinet part 
in “Molly on the Shore,” a clarinet-heavy Irish reel. 
The lyrical piece of the evening was “Loch Lomond,” 
a Scottish song telling of two kindred spirits captured 
during the battle of Culloden between Scotlish Jaco-
bites and English forces in 1745. This tune utilized an 
unusual instrument, a Scottish whistle, that piccoloist 
Joely Kaatz played in a solo. The night concluded with 
the epic and iconic four-movement, twelve-minute-
long “William Tell Overture.” The piece begins slowly 
and delicately, but takes off quickly and accelerates to 
the end. Flutist Yuri Suzuki and oboist Caden Bloomer 
performed complementary, intricate solos in the third 
movement of the piece. “I feel like it was definitely one 
of the hardest parts I’ve had to play,” Suzuki explains, 
“but it was really fun and rewarding in the end.”
 The orchestra and band students both per-
formed with impressive poise and talent at the annual 
Winter Concert, and the beauty of the music was al-
most palpable in the air. In the upcoming months, the 
musicians will prepare for the Spring Concert. Make 
sure to come support your classmates and enjoy an-
other round of music on Wednesday, May 20th!

PGHS Plays at CCS
by Mitali Chowdhury

 Much like they do every year, PGHS music 
students were abundantly represented at the Central 
Coast Section (CCS) Honors instrumental groups. 
Both orchestra and band students were members of 
the Honors Ensembles, where some of the best musi-
cians in the area come together under the direction of 
acclaimed guest conductors. After working on the mu-
sic for three action-packed days, the event culminated 
in a wonderful concert Saturday afternoon. 
 Flutist Yuri Suzuki has played in CCS for the 
past 6 years. “I do CCS because I like playing [with and] 
meeting people from other schools,” she shared. As a 
senior, this was her last year in Honor Band. “I’m really 
going to miss the feeling where everything finally clicks 
and we sound like a band that has played together for 
longer than three days.”
 First-time CCS member and bass clarinet 
player Alex Poklad agreed with Suzuki. “I loved it!” he 
said, reflecting on the weekend-long music experience. 
Poklad felt honored to be playing with “the best players 

Senior captain Mikayla Gamboa throws in the ball 
against Santa Catalina.

Freshman backup Boys Varsity soccer goalie Jose 
Romero kicks the ball against Carmel.



 the central coast… you can’t have those bonds with 
other students very often because you don’t go to the 
same school as them.” 

This year’s String Orchestra was under the 
direction of Mr. Ryan Murray, current director of var-
ious ensembles primarily in the Modesto area. The or-
chestra opened the performance with four beautifully 
played pieces, including works by well-known com-
posers Mozart and Puccini. As for the Concert Band 
performance, Dr. David Vickerman of San Jose State 
University conducted four contrasting pieces. The rep-
ertoire included a favorite of PGHS students, Gustav 
Holst’s First Suite in E Flat, and a non-traditional piece 
with almost no formally written music called Reso-
nances. 

“Compared to previous years,” says Suzuki, 
“the music selection was definitely harder, so it took a 
long time to fix all the little problem spots.” However, 
in her eyes, this wasn’t a bad thing - “I feel like the band 
director really tried to push us… and taught us many 
new concepts.” Poklad agreed, sharing that compared 
to his various experiences with other honor group di-
rectors, “Dr. Vickerman was one of my favorite con-
ductors.”

Although the Honor Band and Orchestra 
festivities are over, the students have made some great 
memories, new friends, and growth as musicians. Now 
it is time to look forward to more musical CCS fun at 
the upcoming band festival on March 11 at Monterey 
Peninsula College. Go Breaker Band!

Varsity Boys Soccer Ends
by Will Coen

 Near mid-February, Pacific Grove High’s
varsity boys soccer team finally reached the end of its 
season, finishing on a high note. February 13 marked 
the team’s last game, a nailbiter against Seaside that 
ended in a 1-1 tie. Although the season ended in a 
stalemate, the team won three of its final four games, 
defeating Rancho San Juan, Pacific Collegiate, and Ma-
rina. Overall, the varsity boys soccer team ended with 
a win-tie-loss record of 8-2-9. However, the team’s final 
League record was 5-1-4. 

Senior and team captain Robertson Rice, a 
member of the soccer team since his freshman year, 
enjoyed his final soccer season as a Breaker, pleased to 
see that the team “came together” as one. He added that 
the season was “very fun,” not only for him, but also 
for the entire team. Rice thanked head coach Nicholas 
Lackey and assistant coach Ryan Nevis for “all the help 
and effort they put into the team.”

At the beginning of the season, the team faced 
some difficulty competing against many larger schools. 
However, the team managed to put up a strong fight 
against all of its opponents. Additionally, the team per-
formed much better by the end of the season against 
teams it had faced earlier in the season.

Although the boys varsity soccer team missed 
out on the Central Coast Section (CCS) playoffs this 
season, the team had been moved up into a higher and 
more competitive league. Playing against better op-
ponents certainly benefited the program, as it helped 
players learn from experience and develop their skills. 
With improvement, making the CCS playoffs is a likely 
possibility for the boys soccer team next season. 

At the end of this school year, the team will 
lose five seniors to graduation, including team captain 
Rice along with Sergi Rodas-Mendoza, the team’s other 
captain. Also, the team will lose Aeden Roland, Bryce 
Montgomery, and Daniel Rosas, who led the team in 
scoring. However, the team will keep some talented ju-
niors and an especially strong sophomore class, along 
with some up-and-coming freshmen. 

Furthermore, with the addition of a junior 
varsity team this year, the boys soccer program at Pacif-
ic Grove High is certainly developing. Clearly, a bright 
future awaits the program, as the Breaker Boys contin-
ue to work hard and improve.              

General News
The Deadly COVID-19

by Nathan Binder
 The Coronavirus (now officially known as COVID-19) has been spreading very rapidly since the initial 
reported outbreak on December 31, 2019 in Wuhan City, the People’s Republic of China. According to China’s 
National Health Commision, as of March 8, 2020, there are over 109,400 confirmed cases worldwide, with the 
death toll reaching as high as 3,799. Most of these cases have been in the Wuhan Province, which has been recent-
ly quarantined. 

Outside of China, the Coronavirus has spread to surrounding countries including Russia, Japan, South 
Korea, Vietnam, and Malaysia. It has also spread to Australia, parts of the Middle East, and Europe, including 
two Scandanavian countries, France, Germany, Italy, and Britain. 

The United States confirmed the first case of the Coronavirus on January 20, 2020, with now more 
than 400 cases, including 99 in California. To prevent further cases, the Center for Disease Control (CDC) has 
required many airports worldwide to screen passengers for the Coronavirus. In addition, as of February 2, all 
US citizens returning from China are quarantined in Southern California at the March Reserve Air Base. Even 
though the Coronavirus is ubiquitous on the news, it is not much deadlier than the flu, which, according to the 
CDC, is estimated to cause 9.3 to 43 million cases of illness per year in the US alone and is much more likely to 
spread throughout the United States than the Coronavirus is. 

I believe the United States is adequately preventing the spread of the Coronavirus with its implementa-
tion of airport virus screening, quarantining of military bases, and providing effective and more available health-
care. For these reasons, I do not think that it is very likely that the Coronavirus will spread throughout the United 
States, thus making it unlikely for it to reach Pacific Grove. 

The long-term effects of COVID19 remain to be seen. For now, the short-term effects are numerous: on 
February 24, 2020, the stock market plummeted, with the NASDAQ falling more than 1000 points. European 
countries are suspending train travel and considering monitoring their borders as a result of the escalating out-
break. The Chinese economy will most likely worsen, as the Chinese will have to shift their economic resources 
to tending for their sick and finding treatments. 

As of February 15, the majority of students at Pacific Grove High School claim that there is a low chance 
of the Coronavirus reaching Pacific Grove. They also believe there is a medium to low chance that someone 
they know will become infected, as well as a low chance that the economy will change. The opinions as to what 
happens next are mixed. Some people suspect that the virus will continue for a few months, and then slowly re-
cede. Some students think that because the virus is thought to have originated in China, Asian students may face 
undue prejudice.

We can all rest assured knowing that World Health Officials are trying to do all that they can to contain 
the Coronavirus and prevent further transmissions while trying to find a cure that is successful. As of February 
24, they have yet to declare the virus a world-wide pandemic. Wash your hands.

The Fires Down Under
by Cassidy Novack

 Australia’s current fire season has been record-breaking in its devastation. As of mid-January, about 
14.7 million acres of land have been burned by over 100 fires. New South Wales, the most populated state of 

 Australia, has been most affected by the fires, with more than 3,000 houses destroyed and about 8.9 million acres 
burned. The fire is also threatening local wildlife, including the koala and kangaroo, with deaths estimated to be 
half a million or more. 

Like California, Australia’s fire season is usually dangerous, but the 2019-2020 season has been particu-
larly bad so far because the temperature has been hotter and the climate drier than in past years. These conditions, 
combined with nature and human error, are to blame for the severity of the fires. Although most of the fires are 
contained, they show no sign of abating, as Australia’s fire season is barely beginning. 

Compared to the size of other famous fires, those of Australia are mammoth. Here in California, 2018 
was the deadliest and most destructive fire season ever recorded, with over 7,500 fires burning an area of over 1.7 
million acres. Despite how bad that season was, compared to the growing estimations in Australia, California’s 
fire season seems trifling. However, we Californians know that our fires were still truly devastating. Almost every-
one had family or friends that had to evacuate their homes. With that in mind, one can barely comprehend how 
horrible the situation in Australia is. This comparison can also lead to a scary question: will the fires in California 
become that bad too?

Luckily, there are a lot of steps to help current fire efforts and prevent new fires from happening. To pre-
vent fires, we can always be more mindful. If you are out camping, always watch your fire, be careful with fire and 
lighters or matches, and make sure your fire is completely out before leaving the area. In the long run, another 
step we can take is to be more mindful of our planet. The conditions in Australia that are causing the fires can be 
directly linked to climate change. 

Since Australia is far away from California, the easiest way to help is to donate. There are many different 
charities to support and even giving a few cents would help. For wildlife, you can donate to WIRES, the largest 
wildlife organization in Australia that is based in New South Wales. To help people who have lost their homes 
to the fire, you can donate to the Red Cross. As for firefighters, of which there are nearly 3,000 active across the 
separate states of Australia, you can donate to the NSW Rural Fire Service, the Victoria County Fire Authority, 
the Rural Fire Brigades Association of Queensland, or the South Australian Country Fire Service.

The SPCA Receives An $18 
Million Donation

by Faqeha Qureshi

 The Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals (SPCA) of Monterey Country garnered an es-
timated $18 million from the purchase of a Pebble Beach 
mansion by Houston Astros owner Jim Crane. The prop-
erty was originally owned by Charles de Guigne, a philan-
thropist who passed away in 2017. Before his death, he left 
his estate under the auspices of Monterey’s Community 
Foundation, which finances non-profit organizations in 
the area, the SPCA being one of those places.

This sale resulted in the largest donation the 
shelter has ever received, with a majority of the funding 

Senior and team captain Sergi Rodas-Mendoza 
steals the ball against Carmel.



going to the medical and behavioral departments. The 
SPCA rescues hundreds of animals yearly, wheth-
er they be domesticated or feral, and many of them 
struggle with a variety of ailments, such as a cat with a 
broken hip bone after being hit by a car, or a runaway 
dog who has been physically mistreated and struggles 
to cope with human contact. Whatever the case, the 
SPCA does not give up on saving these animals.
 Veterinary staff members are hard at work in 
the clinics while behavior analysts and trainers spend 
many hours caring for animals that come to them in 
hopes of making them potential pets. In addition to 
caring for domesticated animals, the SPCA looks after 
wild animals, such as foxes, skunks, and even albatross, 
at the Wildlife Center. 
 The $18 million gift gives the SPCA of Monte-
rey Country a huge leap forward in helping animals in 
need.

Senate Acquittal Ends the 
Trump Impeachment Trial

by Nathan Binder
 On February 5, 2020, a divided Senate ac-
quitted President Trump. This date marks the end of 
the Trump Impeachment Trial after the senate chipped 
in its part. The decision was made strictly along party 
lines; however, one Republican Senator, Mitt Romney 
representing Utah, joined his Democratic counterparts 
and voted to remove Trump on the “Abuse of Power” 
impeachment charge.
 Since the majority of the senate are Republi-
cans, the ratio between not guilty votes and guilty votes 
was higher. The statistics were 52 guilty—48 not guilty 
votes for Article I: “Abuse of Power” and 53 guilty—47 
not guilty votes for Article II: “Obstruction of Con-
gress.” These numbers failed to reach the necessary 
two-thirds of votes (67) to remove the president.
 I do not agree with the outcome of the Senate 
vote because Trump’s previous corrupt actions illus-
trate that he is in no position to morally continue as 
president of the United States. Since a slight majority 
of the Senators are Republican, they have been blind-
ed by party politics and thus have not been attentive to 
the many testimonies and witnesses reporting Trump’s 
guilt for his abuse of power and obstruction of Con-
gress during his call with Ukrainian President Volody-
mer Zelensky. With the presidential election of 2020 
coming this November, it is imperative that more Sen-
ators follow Romney’s exemplary open mindedness for 
the good of the country over partisan squabbles.

The Tesla Cybertruck: 
Revolutionary?

by Nathan Binder
 Many of us have seen pictures of the 
oft-spoken, weirdly-styled all-electric pickup 
truck—the Tesla Cybertruck, scheduled to be 
released to the public in late 2021 or early 2022. 
This truck has gained a surprising amount of 
orders, at over 100,000. 
 I admire the latest technology at work 
and advanced luxury features available. The 
Cybertruck also boasts the best available range 
of any electric vehicle currently in the indus-
try— up to 500 miles—making it a practical 
vehicle, especially for longer trips. However, 
I strongly dislike the design, as at first glance 
it resembles a space rover used on Mars. The 
Cybertruck looks almost too futuristic, with 
its sharp angles, long light-bar headlights and 
taillights, and a awkwardly-designed steering 
wheel, reminding me of a control wheel in an 
airplane cockpit. Tesla has borrowed its sim-
plistic interior styling from its Model 3 Sedan 
and upcoming Model Y SUV, with its head unit 
attached to the dashboard, controlling nearly 
every function—not the best layout in my opin-
ion. Tesla claims that its truck has bullet-proof 
glass, but in a demonstration, the window 
cracked after Elon Musk’s assistant threw a rock 
at the window.
 When I think of pickup trucks, what 
comes to mind is practicality, durability, and 
towing capacities. While Tesla claims to out-
class all current pickups in these areas, with 
supercar performance, I do not agree that this 
is a genuine “truck.” In my opinion, genuine 
pickups feature more traditional body styles—a 
body-on frame design, with the cab and bed 
bolted onto the frame—and a more standard-
ized interior layout. 
 Some students at PGHS also agree with 
these sentiments. Nolan Wade, a sophomore 
at PGHS, said, “From the looks standpoint, it’s 
pretty ugly, [but] from the engineering stand-
point, I think it’s really cool that Tesla made a 
truck that’s all electric, and has some power, 
but it’s nothing compared to a Ram or Chevy,” 
other full-size pickups on the market. Wade 
also commented, “I think they need to work on 
their bulletproof windows, [so] that are inde-
structible like they said.” Jacob Booker, anoth-
er sophomore, agreed with Wade’s statement 
and reported that “the windows were kind of 
a let down.” William Coen, a freshman, said, 
“I think the Tesla Cybertruck’s functions are 
great and new, including new technology like 
solar panels; however, it also has a very unat-
tractive and different look that many people, 
including me, do not like.” Will Stefanou, a 
senior, said, “I think the design is pretty cool, 
except it’s not aesthetically pleasing. When I 
see it, I don’t think of a truck.” Sam Coutts, a 
junior, mentioned, “I think personally, it looks 
sort of unique and a little strange compared to 
most trucks, but I think it’s a cool idea, though.” 
Oscar Scholin, a senior, reported, “I think it 
definitely looks pretty amazing; I think it has a 
neat, very aerodynamic design. I think what’s 
cool about it is not only that it has this really far 
range, but also that it’s electric, so it’s good for 
the environment, but it’s just as strong, if not 
stronger than, other competing options. 
 Other car companies have also designed 
their own electric pickups. The American 
car company Ford has currently designed an 
all-electric prototype of their best selling Ford 
F-150, and General Motors is also in the pro-
cess of designing one as well. A new electric 
SUV and truck company, Rivian has designed 
an electric pickup known as the R1T. When 
the Cybertruck is released next year, it will be 
interesting to see how the pickup truck mar-
ket changes to make way for the many electric 
vehicles yet to come. 

Cartoon Column
by Seth Knoop

Tesla’s new Cybertruck.

The U.S. Senate during the Impeachment Trial.



And the Oscar Goes To...
by Emmitt Withrow

 It’s that time of year again for the Oscars — 
the most popular topic in America —  where directors, 
producers, song writers, actors, and set designers com-
pete for the highest honors that can be bestowed upon 
them by the members of the Academy of Motion Pic-
tures. The 2020 Academy Awards show, broadcasted 
on February 9th, released the nominees for each of its 
categories on January 13th. Below are the descriptions 
of movies nominated for Best Picture. Spoilers ahead! 

 Ford v Ferrari: From James Mangold comes 
his only film of the decade not about Hugh Jackman 
having long, indestructible claws. In this more mature 
version of Cars, Ken Miles, played by Chrisitan Bale, is 
hired to help the Ford Motor Company create a fast-
er car than the Ferrari. In the end, Miles races in the 
1966 Le Mans Grand Prix, and drives in the newly built 
tricked out Ford GT40 MK II. Based on a true story, 
this movie features good sound mixing, editing, and a 
pretty good Christian Bale performance, and is nom-
inated for Best Picture at the 2020 Academy Awards. 
Who won the race? You will just have to see the movie. 

 The Irishman: From Martin Scorsese comes 
his second movie about Robert De Niro and Joe Pes-
ci being gangsters, where both are arrested and will 
probably go to jail for the rest of their lives. In The Irish-
man, truck driver Frank Sheeran becomes a dangerous 
hitman in the Bufalino crime family. He also works 
with corrupt teamster Jimmy Hoffa. This movie is the 
second Netflix original to be nominated for Best Pic-
ture after Roma. The Irishman is praised by critics as 
possibly Scorsese’s best movie yet. If you have Netflix, I 
strongly urge you to watch it. However, it is three and 
a half hours, so make sure to find some unobstructed 
time.

 Jojo Rabbit: From Taika Waititi, the director 
most known for saving the Thor franchise, comes a 
comedy-drama-dark satire about a boy and his imag-
inary friend Hitler. The young Jojo living in Nazi Ger-
many finds out his mother is hinding a young Jewish 
girl in their attic. Because of his enrollment in the Hitler 
Youth program, the boy is against his mother’s charita-
ble actions. Throughout the movie, Jojo comes to the 
realization that his imaginary friend and its real life 
counterpart are evil, and have even caused the death 
of his own mother, not to mention millions of Jewish 
people. Despite the strange plot and sensitive topic, the 
film is well executed and emotional, covering complex 
topics and showing the hardships people faced under 
Hitler’s reign. Jojo Rabbit is also one of two movies 
nominated for best picture in which Scarlett Johansson 
is nominated for best actress. 

 Marriage Story: From Noah Baumbach comes 
the second Netflix movie to be nominated for Best Pic-
ture stars Adam Driver and Scarlett Johansson. The 
movie follows a married couple and their young son 
going through a coast-to-coast divorce. The combi-
nation of great acting and poignancy, especially if you 
have experienced your own parents’ divorce, makes 
this movie a non-stop waterworks show.

 Joker: From director Todd Phillips comes 
a movie of revolution and bloody crime. I have 
a conflict of interest. I am a major comic book 
enthusiast, so when I heard that Joker was nomi-
nated for Best Picture, I’ll be honest, I cried a bit. 
In a world where the rich, famous, and wealthy 
look down on the poor, one man will try to keep 
his life from going off the rails, but when he 
tries to do something good for himself by do-
ing what he loves to do, he gets relentlessly made 
fun of by society. Joker covers topics that reflect 
what is happening in America today regarding 
the poor and disenfranchised and how they are 
treated by society as outcasts, dangerous, and 
deserving to be kept separate from the rich. In 
Arthur Fleck’s case, society might be right, but 
when given his backstory, the audience gets to 
see his struggle and his transformation into an 
unhinged criminal—the Joker. Joaquin Phoenix 
delivers a brilliant portrayal of a “mentally ill 
loner” who eventually snaps from the torment of 
social pressure. For his performance as the Jok-
er, Phoenix is nominated for Best Leading Actor. 

 Little Women: From director Greta Gerwig 
comes a movie based on the American classic novel 
by Luisa May Alcott (1832-1888) about four young 
women who are determined to live life on their own 
terms. The movie takes place shortly after the Amer-
ican Civil War, when the eldest Jo March is living as 
a writer in New York City. Her sister is said to have a 
devastating sickness, so Jo and her other siblings rush 
to be with her. The overall themes of the story are do-
mesticity, work, and true love. Jo writes a book which 
eventually goes on to become an American classic. 
Little Women has been met with high praise and has 
received multiple nominations, including two Best 
Actress and Best Picture.

 Parasite: From South Korean director Bong 
Joon-ho Parasite features the theme of the mixing and 
clashing of social-economic classes.The Kim family 
is poor, sad, and depressed, and apparently literal-
ly smells of poverty. The parents, Kim Ki-taek and 
Chung-sook, work low paying jobs so they can afford 
the small basement apartment they live in. The family, 
including the mom, dad, sister, and brother, is so 
financially desperate that they lie to a wealthy family to 
get steady paying jobs. They act as a “parasite” towards 
the wealthy Park family so they can afford their apart-
ment. As you can probably guess, the whole plan goes 
terribly wrong and the Kims have to fight for their 
survival. Parasite is the first South Korean movie to be 
nominated for Best Picture. It is also nominated for 
Best Director, Best Original Screenplay, and is appar-
ently one of the best South Korean movies ever made. 

 1917: From the director who made James 
Bond cool in the modern era comes Sam Mendas’s 
dark and gritty war movie that’s so realistic, it even has 
a soldier running through No-Man’s Land without 
a weapon and surviving. When two soldiers need 
to send a message to stop an ambush attack from 
the German army, they have to travel several miles 
throughout Northern France in the span of a day. 
From what I hear about this movie, it is the best war 
movie since Dunkirk. Plus, it has this really cool effect 
where the movie appears to be one long tracking shot. 
1917 is nominated for Best Director, Original Screen-
play, and Best Picture at this year’s Oscars. 

 Once Upon a Time… In Hollywood: From 
Quentin Tarantino, one of the five directors who is 
pretty much guaranteed a Best Picture nomination, 
comes what some people consider to be his best 
movie yet. Based loosely on the tragedy of murder of 
the 1960s Hollywood actress Sharon Tate, Once Upon 
a Time… In Hollywood is about actor Rick Dalton 
and his stunt double and best friend Cliff Booth. The 
movie follows Dalton’s mid-life crisis after a successful 
career and his strife to become beloved again. The film 
also features a side adventure where Booth ventures 
to the ranch belonging to the Manson Family. Almost 
everyone else loved it, and it is nominated for Best 
Picture, Director, Leading and Supporting Actor, and 
Original Screenplay at the 2020 Academy Awards.

 Those are this year’s nominees for Best 
Picture. Which movie do you think should’ve won? 
What other movies should have been included in the 
ballot but weren’t? And now for the winner…

 The winner of the 2020 Academy Award 
show for Best Picture goes to... Parasite. History has 
been made. Parasite is the first foreign language film 
to be nominated for and to win Best Picture. Parasite 
garnered the most awards at the Oscars at a total of 
four, including two of the “big seven” awards. Along 
with Best Picture, Parasite won Best International 
Feature Film, Best Original Screenplay, and Best 
Director. This is a major victory for the South Korean 
film industry. Even South Korean President Moon 
Jae-in celebrated, sending his personal congratulations 
to director Bong Joon-ho. Parasite is not only the most 
awarded South Korean film ever, it is also the only 
awarded South Korean film ever, at least from the 
Academy. What’s more, Parasite is supposedly one of 
the best movies of the 21st century.

 I’m still a little upset that Joker didn’t win, but 
Joaquin Phoenix did win the award for Best Leading 
Actor as the Joker, so I’m happy about that. The next 
award show to broadcast is the Emmys, and it will air 
in September. 



The BreakerBots are 
Ready to Make Waves

by Mitali Chowdhury

 With just one week to go before their 
first competition, the Central Valley Regional, 
the BreakerBots are working hard to finish up 
their build season. “We have been working real-
ly hard for almost eight weeks now,” said senior 
Walid Baghdadi. To fulfill the various require-
ments of this year’s game—Infinite Recharge—
the team’s “new robot named Tsunami has the 
ability to pick up balls and shoot them from 
different places around the field using a vision 
processing device. It can also spin a wheel to a 
designated color using a color sensor, and climb 
on to a bar that is up to six feet high,” according 
to Baghdadi. 
 Sophomore design lead Corbin Olney 
compared the current season to previous years 
for the BreakerBots. “This year, I think our 
team is doing rather well, although we truly still 
have a large amount of work ahead of us,” he 
shared. “We definitely went with some rather 
ambitious goals this year… and gave ourselves 
a challenge for the season, but in our current 
state I believe that we will be able to get our 
robot to a [functional] point.” 
 He also reflected on the team’s technical 
advances from the past build season. “From 
the mechanical perspective, this year’s robot 
is based far more CAD-based than last year’s 
robot,” he explained, describing how “every 
part on these robots, down to every bolt and 
hole,” was planned in a computer-aided design 
(CAD) model and then milled or 3-D printed. 
“We are able to do [that] this year due to two… 
additions to our shop: our new CNC Router 
and a Markforged Mark Two printer. With this 
new design process we were able to achieve 
levels of precision and thus create mechanisms 
that would simply not have been possible in our 
previous seasons.”
 While the team is concerned about the 
limited time left to finalize their mechanisms, 
test their code, and strategize for the regional, 
the general consensus is pride in the Break-
erBots’s growth. Olney spoke for many of his 
teammates when he said that Tsunami “is prob-
ably one of the best bots that we’ve built. Not 
only due to its striking painted appearance,” but 
also due to the effectiveness of the mechanisms. 
“I’m looking forward to the rest of this season,” 
Olney concluded. “Although I believe that a 
robot can never truly be finished, our team has 
built a truly amazing bot this year and I can’t 
wait to see how we perform.”

CAD render of Tsunami.

Robot reveal with BreakerBots and Tsunami.

NewsBreaker Games
by William Coen
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Featured NewsBreakers
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Nathan Binder
Journalist

Nathan Binder is 15 years old and was born in Monterey, California. He has lived in 
Monterey his whole life. He has attended Pacific Grove schools since second grade. 
Nathan attended Forest Grove Elementary School, Pacific Grove Middle School, and is 
currently a sophomore at Pacific Grove High School. He plays trumpet in the school’s 
Breaker Band. Nathan’s favorite hobbies are playing his trumpet, mountain biking, 
and doing karate. He regularly volunteers to serve breakfast to the hungry on Sunday 
mornings. He also sometimes volunteers and helps the Pacific Grove Middle School 
jazz bands. 

Caroline Coen
Journalist

Caroline Coen, a junior, returns to the NewsBreaker staff for a third year in 2019-2020. 
In addition to writing for the NewsBreaker, Caroline remains involved in a variety of 
school activities. Caroline marches in the BreakerBand with her flute and enjoys partic-
ipating in cross country, track and field, tennis, and soccer. This summer, Caroline rel-
ished interacting with fellow Pacific Grove citizens and bringing joy to the community 
during her reign as Queen Topaz 2019. She previously served two summers as Princess 
Emerald 2017 and Princess Amethyst 2018. Because of her love of books, Caroline vol-
unteers weekly at the Pacific Grove Public Library. She enthusiastically looks forward to 
continuing to write for the NewsBreaker this year.
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