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Vespers 

JESUS, THE SEED OF JESSE’S TREE 

Advent means “coming.” As the largest of trees begin with a seed, so it is with God’s promise to save the 

world from sin and death. Salvation is coming. After the fall, God promised that the fruit of Adam and Eve would 

one day be wounded, yet He would crush the head of sin and death. From that seed of a promise sprouted 

numerous signposts of the Coming One: the promise to Abraham and Sarah, the crossing of the Red Sea, the 

prophets declaring that out of the stump of Jesse would sprout a Savior. The seed of salvation, promised long ago, 

was born into the world in Jesus, His first advent. And now, during this Advent season, we await with joyful hope 

His second advent. Jesus, the Seed, has been planted in a tomb and sprouted forth to new life, filling us with hope 

as we wait, watch, and prepare for Jesus’ second advent. 

 
342 What Hope! An Eden Prophesied 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 

 
Stand 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 

 
 

Psalmody 
 

PSALM Psalm 126; antiphon: v. 5 

 

C Those who | sow in tears* 

shall reap with | shouts of joy! 

L When the LORD restored the fortunes of | Zion,* 

we were like | those who dream. 

C Then our mouth was filled with | laughter,* 

and our tongue with | shouts of joy; 

L then they said among the nations, 

“The LORD has done great | things for them.”* 

The LORD has done great things for us; | we are glad. 

C Restore our fortunes, | O LORD,* 

like streams in the | Negeb! 

L Those who | sow in tears* 

shall reap with | shouts of joy! 

C He who goes out weeping, 

bearing the seed for | sowing,* 

shall come home with shouts of joy, 

bringing his | sheaves with him. 

Those who | sow in tears* 

shall reap with | shouts of joy! 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Sit 

 

348 The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 



Readings 
 

Reading Genesis 1:27; 3:8–15 

P A reading from Genesis, the first and third chapters. 

27So God created man in his own image, 

 in the image of God he created him; 
 male and female he created them. 

 8And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and 

his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9But the LORD 

God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the 

garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told you that you were 

naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12The man said, “The woman 

whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13Then the LORD God said to the 

woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

 14The LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 

 cursed are you above all livestock 

 and above all beasts of the field; 

on your belly you shall go, 

 and dust you shall eat 

 all the days of your life. 
15I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

 and between your offspring and her offspring; 

he shall bruise your head, 

 and you shall bruise his heel.” 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Reading Romans 5:12–21 

P A reading from Romans, the fifth chapter. 

 12Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to 

all men because all sinned— 13for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not 

counted where there is no law. 14Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was 

not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come. 

 15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s trespass, much more have 

the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. 16And the 

free gift is not like the result of that one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought 

condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought justification. 17If, because of one man’s 

trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and 

the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ. 

 18Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to 

justification and life for all men. 19For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by 

the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. 20Now the law came in to increase the trespass, 

but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might 

reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 



Responsory (Advent) LSB 230 

 

 
 

Sermon 

 

Canticle 
 

Stand 

 

 

 
 

934 My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord 

 

 

 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 

Tune: Public domain 
 

Sit 

 
Offering 

 

Prayer 
 

Stand 

 



Kyrie LSB 233 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
Collects 

 

 
 

Collect of the Day 

P Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued from the threatening 

perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Collect 

P Gracious Father, You promised long ago a Savior to overcome sin and death, and You fulfilled that 

promise in the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Fill us with hope as we await Christ’s return, 

which will bring the seed of Your promise to full fruition, that our lives may show forth the joy of trusting in 

You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Collect for Peace 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your 

servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 

commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 

quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 
 



Benedicamus LSB 234 

 

 
 

Benediction LSB 234 

 

 

 
 

352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord 

 

 

 
 

5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head 

That, set free from doubt and dread, 

I may cling to You in faith, 

Safely kept through life and death. 

6 Then when You will come again 

As the glorious king to reign, 

I with joy will see Your face, 

Freely ransomed by Your grace. 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Announcements  
Advent Dinners and Services are Wednesday, Dec 2, 9, & 16.  Light meal at 6:30pm. Vespers Service at 7pm. 
 

Adult Sunday School is taking a break Genesis, and studying Jesse’s Tree for Advent. 
 

The Ladies Bible Study is studying Leviticus Wednesday at 10am. 
 

Church Council will next meet, Dec 13, at 8am.   
 

Church Council elections for Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Member-at-Large and Elders will be held at 

the Dec 13 Voters’ Assembly.  Please prayerfully consider participating in one of these offices. 
 

Electronic Giving is now available through the church website:  HolyCrossCanton.com 
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