
As We Gather 
The spring of souls. The queen of seasons. The royal feast of feasts. With those colorful phrases the ancient 

writer John of Damascus, who lived in the eighth century, described Easter Day in a classic hymn text. The 

Feast of the Resurrection and its importance is difficult to put into words. Everything has been done: Christ 

has come and has established His kingdom in the world for the sake of the resurrection and the life to come. 

His saving work is accomplished—and we are the beneficiaries! The action word “go” is central for us this 

day, as we go in to meet our Lord in worship and go out to share the message of the empty tomb and of the 

risen Christ, our Lord! 

 

457 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Exhortation LSB 203 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

 



P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body 

and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness 

and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we 

cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 

mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 203 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Absolution LSB 203 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 

Introit Psalm 118:15–29; antiphon: v. 1 

P Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; for His steadfast love endures forever! 

C Glad songs of salvation are in the tents of the righteous: “The right hand of the LORD does 

valiantly, 

P the right hand of the LORD exalts, the right hand of the LORD does valiantly!” 

C I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the LORD. 

P The LORD has disciplined me severely, but He has not given me over to death. 

C Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and give thanks to the 

LORD. 

P This is the gate of the LORD; the righteous shall enter through it. 

C I thank You that You have answered me and have become my salvation. 

P The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. 

C This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 

P This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

C Save us, we pray, O LORD! O LORD, we pray, give us success! 

P Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the LORD! We bless you from the house of the LORD. 

C The LORD is God, and He has made His light to shine upon us. Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, 

up to the horns of the altar! 

P You are my God, and I will give thanks to You; you are my God; I will extol You. 

C Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; for His steadfast love endures forever! 

 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

P Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever! 
 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 



Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, You have overcome death and 

opened the gate of everlasting life to us. Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s 

resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by Your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Job 19:23–27 

P The Old Testament Reading is from Job, chapter 19. 
23“Oh that my words were written! 

 Oh that they were inscribed in a book! 
24Oh that with an iron pen and lead 

 they were engraved in the rock forever! 
25For I know that my Redeemer lives, 

 and at the last he will stand upon the earth. 
26And after my skin has been thus destroyed, 

 yet in my flesh I shall see God, 
27whom I shall see for myself, 

 and my eyes shall behold, and not another. 

 My heart faints within me!” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 15:51–57 

P The Epistle is from 1 Corinthians, chapter 15. 

 51Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52in a moment, in the 

twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, 



and we shall be changed. 53For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must 

put on immortality. 54When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then 

shall come to pass the saying that is written: 

“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
55“O death, where is your victory? 

 O death, where is your sting?” 
56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 205 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Mark 16:1–8 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 1When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Salome bought spices, so 

that they might go and anoint him. 2And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they 

went to the tomb. 3And they were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance 

of the tomb?” 4And looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back—it was very large. 5And entering 

the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed. 6And 

he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not 

here. See the place where they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to 

Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.” 8And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling 

and astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 



     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

458 Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands 

 

 

 

 

 



5 Here our true Paschal Lamb we see, 

    Whom God so freely gave us; 

He died on the accursèd tree— 

    So strong His love—to save us. 

See, His blood now marks our door; 

Faith points to it; death passes o’er, 

    And Satan cannot harm us. 

        Alleluia! 

 

6 So let us keep the festival 

    To which the Lord invites us; 

Christ is Himself the joy of all, 

    The sun that warms and lights us. 

Now His grace to us imparts 

Eternal sunshine to our hearts; 

    The night of sin is ended. 

        Alleluia! 

7 Then let us feast this Easter Day 

    On Christ, the bread of heaven; 

The Word of grace has purged away 

    The old and evil leaven. 

Christ alone our souls will feed; 

He is our meat and drink indeed; 

    Faith lives upon no other! 

        Alleluia! 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Sermon Angel Eyes 

 
Prayer of the Church 

P Rejoicing in the resurrection of our Lord and sharing in His peace, let us pray to the Lord on behalf of 

ourselves and all people as they have need. 

Brief silence 

P O risen Savior, set free our tongues to confess Your resurrection before a world still captive to sin and 

death. Give us courage to go to every place and to speak in every language the salvation won for us 

upon the cross and the hope granted to us of life that death cannot overcome. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

P O risen Savior, make us to burn with the fire of Your love, that we may love You above all things and 

love our neighbors as ourselves. Deliver us from fear and relieve the anxiety of our hearts, that we may 

live out fully the hope planted within us and the new lives we received in the waters of our Baptism. 

Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

P O risen Savior, anoint the words of those who preach to us Your Gospel, and open our ears to hear with 

faith all that He has done to save us. Raise up many who will serve You in the various callings of Your 

Church and who will serve us in Your name with Your Word and gifts. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

P O risen Savior, hear us on behalf of Donald, our president; Greg, our governor; the Congress of the 

United States; and all state and local elected officials. Guide them according to Your Word, that their 

labors for our nation’s health and welfare may not be in vain, nor forgetful of the vulnerable, aging and 

unemployed. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

P O risen Savior, across our nation so many are imprisoned. Bless all prison workers, that they may be 

humane and serve with integrity. Bless those incarcerated with hope for the future and amendment of 

life, help them to serve their sentences with patience and trust in You, and bless their families who love 

them. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

P O risen Savior, hear us on behalf of those who cry to You in any need, especially the sick, the suffering, 

the disabled, the wounded in spirit, those who suffer mental illness and those in their last days on earth. 

Give them grace according to their need, and sustain them in their afflictions to the day when their 

sufferings will be exchanged for glory in the life to come. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 



P O risen Savior, accept the sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving from our lips and the tithes and offerings 

we bring this day. Increase in the hearts of Your people delight in Your mercy, gratitude for all Your 

benefits, and eagerness to support the mission of Your Church in word and deed. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

P O risen Savior, open the hearts of all who commune this day, that we may receive to our benefit Your 

body and blood in this Sacrament. Give comfort and certainty for those who long for Your Supper and 

believe Your Son’s holy testament, that they may know they have what Christ says: forgiveness of sins. 

By this communion, strengthen us in faith and equip us to love one another as You love us. Lord, in Your 

mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

P All praise to You, dear Father in heaven, for You have opened up to us the way to eternal life in the 

resurrection of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. We give You thanks for all those who have gone before 

us in the faith and now rest from their labors. Keep us in that same faith, and embolden us by Your 

resurrection to be fearless in the face of disease, chaos, loneliness and every sorrow of this world. Give 

us, with Job, the solemn expectation to cheer us: our Redeemer lives, and we, too, shall be resurrected 

and glorified to live with Him in His eternal Kingdom; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

resurrected Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

Offering 

 
Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 



P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us 

and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your 

only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we 

might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all 

who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels 

and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 
Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your 

only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

  

For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. By His death, He has redeemed us from bondage to 

sin and death, and by His resurrection, He has delivered us into new life in Him. 

  

Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth, faithfully eating His body given into death and drinking 

His life’s blood poured out for our salvation until we pass through death to the promised land of life 

eternal. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 



The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 

This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
 

Distribution 

 

LSB 490 Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won 

 

LSB 466 Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia 

 

LSB 480 He’s Risen, He’s Risen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



490 Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

  



 
466 Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1977 Howard S. Olson. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



480 He’s Risen, He’s Risen 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 

fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 



461 I Know That My Redeemer Lives 

 

 

 
 

5 He lives to silence all my fears; 

He lives to wipe away my tears; 

He lives to calm my troubled heart; 

He lives all blessings to impart. 

 

6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; 

He lives and loves me to the end; 

He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; 

He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 

 

7 He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death; 

He lives my mansion to prepare; 

He lives to bring me safely there. 

 

8 He lives, all glory to His name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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