
Lenten Midweek Vespers March 18, 2020 
 

L O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
  

L Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 
  

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation. 
 

Psalmody 
 

Psalm 27:1–5 

P 1The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

 whom shall I fear? 

The LORD is the stronghold of my life; 

 of whom shall I be afraid? 

C 2When evildoers assail me 

 to eat up my flesh, 

my adversaries and foes, 

 it is they who stumble and fall. 

P 3Though an army encamp against me, 

 my heart shall not fear; 

though war arise against me, 

 yet I will be confident. 

C 4One thing have I asked of the LORD, 

 that will I seek after: 

that I may dwell in the house of the LORD 

 all the days of my life, 

to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD 

 and to inquire in his temple. 

P 5For he will hide me in his shelter 

 in the day of trouble; 

he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; 

 he will lift me high upon a rock. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

P 1The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

 whom shall I fear? 

The LORD is the stronghold of my life; 

 of whom shall I be afraid? 
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Readings 

 

Reading 2 Timothy 2:8–13 

 8Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as preached in my gospel, 9for 

which I am suffering, bound with chains as a criminal. But the word of God is not bound! 10Therefore I 

endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus 

with eternal glory. 11The saying is trustworthy, for: 

If we have died with him, we will also live with him; 
12if we endure, we will also reign with him; 

if we deny him, he also will deny us; 
13if we are faithless, he remains faithful— 

for he cannot deny himself. 

R O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God.            

 

Reading Mark 14:26–31, 66–72 

 26And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 27And Jesus said to them, 

“You will all fall away, for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’ 
28But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” 29Peter said to him, “Even though they all fall 

away, I will not.” 30And Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows 

twice, you will deny me three times.” 31But he said emphatically, “If I must die with you, I will not deny 

you.” And they all said the same. 

 66And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came, 67and 

seeing Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said, “You also were with the Nazarene, Jesus.” 
68But he denied it, saying, “I neither know nor understand what you mean.” And he went out into the 



gateway and the rooster crowed. 69And the servant girl saw him and began again to say to the 

bystanders, “This man is one of them.” 70But again he denied it. And after a little while the bystanders 

again said to Peter, “Certainly you are one of them, for you are a Galilean.” 71But he began to invoke a 

curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know this man of whom you speak.” 72And immediately the 

rooster crowed a second time. And Peter remembered how Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster 

crows twice, you will deny me three times.” And he broke down and wept. 

R O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God.            

 

Responsory (Lent) LSB 231 

L Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 

L In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 

L Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sermon “Denying Eyes” 
 

Canticle 

L Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 

C and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
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Prayer 

Kyrie LSB 233 

C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Collects 
 

Collect of the Day 

P O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from Your 

ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the 

unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 



Litany 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C hear us. 

L God the Father in heaven, 

C have mercy. 

L God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

C have mercy. 

L God the Holy Spirit, 

C have mercy. 

L Be gracious to us. 

C Spare us, good Lord. 

L Be gracious to us. 

C Help us, good Lord. 
 

L From all sin, from all error, from all evil; 

From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil death; 

From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition and from rebellion; 

From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and from everlasting death: 

C Good Lord, deliver us. 

L By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; 

By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by Your cross and 

passion; by Your precious death and burial; 

By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

L In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and in the day of 

judgment: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

L We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, O Lord. 

L To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pastors and ministers of Your 

Church in the true knowledge and understanding of Your wholesome Word and to sustain them in 

holy living; 

To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the way of truth all who have erred 

and are deceived; 

To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into Your harvest; and to accompany 

Your Word with Your grace and Spirit: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to comfort and help the weakhearted 

and the distressed: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from discord and strife; to give our 

country Your protection in every time of need; 

To direct and defend our [president/queen/king] and all in authority; to bless and protect our 

magistrates and all our people; 



To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; to protect and guide all 

who travel; 

To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children, increasing happiness in their 

blessings; to defend all orphans and widows and provide for them; 

To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free those in bondage; and to have 

mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn their hearts; to give and preserve for 

our use the kindly fruits of the earth; and graciously to hear our prayers: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C we implore You to hear us. 
  

L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C grant us Your peace. 
  
L O Christ, 

C hear us. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. Amen. 
 

Collect 

L Merciful God, graciously take into Your fatherly care the sick and needy, those who are widowed 

and orphaned, the homeless and homebound, the lonely and forgotten, and all who are in any 

trouble, temptation, anguish of labor, peril of death, or any other adversity. Comfort them, O God, 

with Your Holy Spirit that they may patiently endure their afflictions and acknowledge them as a 

manifestation of Your fatherly will. Preserve them from faintheartedness and despondency, and help 

them to seek You, the great physician of their souls. If any pass through the valley of the shadow of 

death, do not allow them in the last hour, for any pain or fear of death, to fall away from You, but 

let Your everlasting arms be underneath them, and grant them a peaceful departure and a joyful 

entrance into Your eternal kingdom in the resurrection of all flesh; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Collect for Peace 

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your 

servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 

commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace 

and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 234 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



 
Benediction LSB 234 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

C Amen. 
 

883 All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night 

 

 

 
 

5 When in the night I sleepless lie, 

My soul with heav’nly thoughts supply; 

Let no ill dreams disturb my rest, 

No pow’rs of darkness me molest. 

 

D 6 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
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