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Local funding will allow nonprofit Give a Child Life to install solar lights in homes in Kenya.

Siblings Shira and Aaron Alcouloumre (back right)

Solar lights for homes in a Kenyan slum and mentoring for at-risk children are just 
two of the ways that $125,000 worth of grants awarded June 10 by Impact Giving will 
affect lives both locally and around the world. The Laguna nonprofit, a women’s collec-
tive focused on bringing about social change, selected eight nonprofits to receive this 
year’s funding, extending its reach across Orange County. 

One of those groups is Silverado-based Give a Child Life, which will install 500 inno-
vative solar lights—soda bottles filled with water and glued onto sheet-iron roofs—in 
the windowless, mud-and-scrap homes of some of Kenya’s poorest families, giving 
children the ability to read without going outside in the dangerous neighborhood. 

Meanwhile, The Wooden Floor in Santa Ana will hire a new academic coordinator 
and tutor for its successful after-school mentoring program for 375 students to encour-
age them to pursue college; most of the participants live in Santa Ana, where only 53 
percent of residents age 25 and older have a high school diploma. —S.S.

MAKING AN IMPACT
Shira Alcouloumre—who established Laguna Friends 
in Need with her brother, Aaron, to assist migrant 
workers at the day laborer site in the canyon—has 
received a $36,000 scholarship from the Helen Diller 
Family Foundation. The annual awards are presented 
to Jewish teenagers who exemplify the spirit of “tik-
kun olam,” which means “to repair the world,” and 
the money may be used to support a social project or 
to further the recipient’s education. 

Since 2009, Shira has helped day laborers by 
offering weekly English classes and providing meals, 
clothing, medical care and holiday presents. Shira 
and Aaron’s organization has raised more than 
$20,000 in cash and in-kind donations over the past 
five years to build a shade cover, install a drinking 
fountain and make other improvements to the work-
ers’ waiting area. The 17-year-old plans to dedicate 
a large portion of the funds toward constructing an 
on-site classroom. —S.S.

POLICE OFFICER MATT GREGG (FOURTH FROM RIGHT) 
WAS HONORED AS ONE OF ORANGE COUNTY’S FOUR 
TOP COPS ON LAW ENFORCEMENT APPRECIATION 
NIGHT ON JUNE 26 BEFORE THE BASEBALL GAME AT 
ANGEL STADIUM OF ANAHEIM FOR HIS HARD WORK 
AND PROFESSIONALISM AS LAGUNA BEACH’S ONLY 
MOTOR OFFICER; HE WAS SELECTED BY THE LAGUNA 
BEACH POLICE EMPLOYEES’ ASSOCIATION BOARD.
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ACCOLADES FOR ALTRUISM




