
 

 

 
 

October 17, 2019 

 

Dr. Nick Hetrick 

Fish and Aquatic Conservation Program Lead 

Arcata Fish and Wildlife Office 

1655 Heindon Rd 

Arcata, CA 95521 

 

Re: Fish Gutting Concept Conference Call 

 

Dear Dr. Hetrick: 

 

 On behalf of the Klamath Water Users Association (KWUA), thank you for organizing the phone call on 

September 25, 2019, regarding the concept of gutting spawned-out salmon to reduce C. shasta myxospore 

concentrations on the Klamath River as described in the August 26, 2019 letter from Paul Simmons to Paul Souza 

and Chuck Bonham.  It was encouraging to have a high level of participation on the call by the federal and state 

agency staff.   

We greatly appreciate the consideration from the Services on this novel approach, but at the same time are 

disheartened that the idea was dismissed as infeasible.  As we understand, one concern is that the program would 

create personnel demands. Another is that it is not possible to find and gut all the spawned fish, which is a limitation 

because there are “big producers” that may not be gutted. The related concern was spending resources on a program 

that has not been proven to be beneficial. 

We believe that personnel and cost considerations are important. We would support an effort to quantify 

those variables. With respect to the “big producer” issue, our proposal is to gut as many fish as possible. It would 

seem that, overall, if 75 percent of the spawned fish in a river reach were gutted, there would be a 75 percent 

reduction in release of myxospores in that reach. Moreover, it has been hypothesized that the largest contributors of 

myxospores may primarily be early spawners due to the residence time in the river, and the lower flow early in the 

fall could exacerbate myxospore transmission to the polychaetes.  If these hypotheses are correct, it would be 

beneficial to collect carcasses from the beginning of the run while the sampling conditions are favorable. These and 

other hypotheses could then be tested.  

The current management solutions, which focus on flushing flows to cause a reduction in polychaetes, have 

not, to our knowledge, produced information on the overall percentage of actinospores that are eliminated by 

flushing flows. We know that it is less than 100 percent.  Also, we recognize that the approaches that rely on water 

releases do not cost dollars for personnel expenses, but they impose extreme costs and burdens on our members that 

dwarf the cost of paying for temporary staff increases. We also believe that approaches based on water management 

have been imposed without proof of benefit. It concerns us that the approaches based on water releases are far too 

easy in implementation and too indifferent in consideration of their negative impacts.  

 KWUA is deeply concerned with the fisheries issues on the Klamath River.  We will continue to advocate 

the gutting concept and investigate other actions that may reduce the occurrence of disease.  We request that the 

agencies re-evaluate the concept in light of this letter, and work with us and other parties in the actual design of an 

appropriate program, which would be coupled with monitoring, research, and adaptive management. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Mark Johnson 

Deputy Director KWUA      

 

Phone (541) 883-6100  Fax (541) 883-8893 ~ 735 Commercial Street, Suite 3000  Klamath 

Falls, Oregon 97601 



 

 

 

 

 cc:  Jim Simondet, NMFS (jim.simondet@noaa.gov)  

        Scott Foott, USFWS (scott_foott@fws.gov)   

        Wade Sinnen, CDFG (wade.sinnen@wildlife.ca.gov) 

        Steve Gough, USFWS (steve_gough@fws.gov) 

        Bill Pinnix, USFWS (bill_pinnix@fws.gov) 

        Tony LaBanca, CDFG (tony.labanca@wildlife.ca.gov) 

        Nick Som, USFWS (Nicholas_som@fws.gov) 
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