
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEA National Prescription 
Drug Take Back Day 



 

  

National Prescription Drug Take Back Day 
occurs every year in April and October 

providing an opportunity for the community 
to come together and clean out their 

medicine cabinets of unused medications. 
According to National Surveys 
1 in 4 Americans hold onto their 

unused prescriptions because they 
do not know how to get rid of them 

1 in 10 admit they have offered or 
given their own unused drugs to a 

friend for family member 
(Stericycle, 2018) 

In 2020 
12,103,815 prescriptions were dispensed in Florida to a total 

of 2,906,322 residents. 

As of September 2020, 35,129 suspected non-fatal drug 
overdoses occurred, a 23% increase since 2019. 

Last October, 38,175 pounds of unused medications were 
collected across Florida on Drug Take Back Day. 
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As of April 2021, 
approximately 9,554 

pounds of unused 
medications were 

calculated to have 
been collected at 

Drug Take Back Day 
Events by coalitions 
and partners across 

Northeast Florida 
since last October. 

 

A message from Liz Nettles, LSF Health Systems’ Prevention Network 
Manager for the Northeast Region of Florida,  

“While proper drug disposal may not be in the forefront of our minds 
with so much going on this year, it is something that everyone can do to 
help battle the opioid epidemic. With more adults working from home 

and many school children involved in online school from home, now is a 
great time for LSF and our partners to make resources like Deterra and 

Drug Take Back Day available in our communities.” 

Northeast Florida FY2020-2021 Drug Take Back Day Events 
Due to impacts of COVID-19, the April 2020 Drug Take Back Day event was cancelled last year while 
overdoses continued to rise. In October 2020, coalitions, law enforcement and other community partners 
across our region pulled together following safety guidelines to host innovative take back events and 
provide Deterra to our communities. In October alone we collected 6,709+ pounds of unused medications. 
As of April 2021, approximately 9,554+ pounds of unused medications were calculated to have been 
collected at Drug Take Back Day Events by coalitions and partners across Northeast Florida since last 
October. During these events partners also distributed 5,783+ units of Deterra to their communities. We 
are so thankful for the efforts of all of our coalitions and partners who provided endless support to making 
these events happen! See estimates of Pounds of Medication Collected & Deterra Distributed in table below. 

A special thank you to our partners at the Florida National Guard Counterdrug Program  
who are instrumental in the implementation of these events across our region. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

DETERRA: Drug Deactivation System 
Through a partnership with the Rx Abuse Leadership Initiative 
(RALI) of Florida, the Community Coalition Alliance was 
provided with 65,000+ units of Deterra drug deactivation 
pouches to be distributed across our coalitions and partners 
and provided at Drug Take Back Day and other events. 

In October and April our Northeast coalitions also participated 
in the #GoneForGoodUS initiative hosted by Deterra System® 
and SAFE Project (Stop the Addiction Fatality Epidemic) to 
provide free at-home drug disposal pouches to households 
across the country. 

 

April 2021 Drug Take Back Day  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News Release! Community Partners are 
Moving the Needle Forward on Public Safety 
with a Syringe Pick Up Event 
 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla., April 19, 2021 – This Saturday, April 24th 
is the DEA’s National Rx Take Back Day, and this year a group 
of local community organizations decided to tackle another 
side of drug take back - syringes discarded in public spaces. 
Underground Recovery Jax, Florida Harm Reduction 
Collective, Drug Free Duval, Students for Sensible Drug Policy, 
and Inspire to Rise have partnered for a “Syringe Pick Up Day” 
to safely collect and dispose of syringes in three locations 
around town: Four Corners Park, Panama Park, and 
Willowbranch Park. 

Tim Santamour, Co-Director of Florida Harm Reduction 
Collective, explains, “Here in Duval County, we do not have a 
syringe exchange program - these programs encourage 
people to bring their used syringes to the program site and 
safely dispose of them. This results in less syringes in public 
places that someone, a child even, might accidentally pick up 
and get stuck by.” 

Research from IDEA Exchange, Miami-Dade’s syringe 
exchange program (SEP), supports this claim. A 2019 study 

found that after the IDEA Exchange program was 
implemented there was a 49% decrease in used syringes 

found in public places. 

Volunteers participating in Syringe Pick Up Day will record 
how many syringes are collected at each of the three pick up 
locations. Community organizations partnered in this effort 
have previously presented to City Council’s Special 
Committee On Opioid Epidemic, Vaping & Mental Health, and 
they plan to share the results of this event with the 
Committee as well. 

“We hope to highlight that syringe litter is a problem in our city. Jacksonville prides itself 
on its public parks, but we are hearing from community members that they avoid certain 
parks and areas because they have seen syringes discarded there, and they are 
particularly concerned about the safety of their children,” says Aida Seeraj, Founder and 
CEO of Inspire to Rise. 

Nikki Medina, founder of Underground Recovery Jax, further explains, “City Council has 
the opportunity to pass a local ordinance to allow an SEP to operate in Duval County, 
thanks to the passage of IDEA.” In June of 2019, Governor DeSantis signed into law the 
Infectious Disease Elimination Act (IDEA) which allows county commissions to authorize 
SEPs to operate under certain conditions. Although a reduction of syringes in public 
spaces is a benefit of these programs, the primary goal is disease prevention. The CDC 
reports that SEPs decrease the transmission of blood-borne infections such as HIV and 
Hepatitis C. Research also shows that participants of these programs are five times more 
likely to enter substance use treatment and three times more likely to stop using drugs. 
Thus far, nine counties in Florida have passed local ordinances and SEPs are currently 
operating in three counties - Miami-Dade, Hillsborough, and Palm Beach. Orange 
County’s SEP is expected to open its doors next month.  

Syringe Pick-Up Day and News Release, Duval County, FL 
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Thank you to everyone who made DEA National Drug Take Back Day a 
success across Northeast Florida! 

To learn more about the Community Coalition Alliance, Inc. visit our website at ccafl.org, follow us on Facebook for updates 
at facebook.com/ccaflorg, or subscribe to our bi-weekly newsletter for more news and updates like this, as well as additional 

trainings and resources! https://ccafl.us17.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=c7ec7960ca5bf5676aa60e871&id=7d95232f7  


