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  Upcoming Events 

March 9th-11th                

Eastern Zone Conference        

Bellevue #3912 

April 6th-8th                   

State Pool  Tournament  

Columbus #1834 

April 13th-15th                

MINK                                

Omaha  

June 6th-10th                          

Convention                      

Norfolk  

Renew Early And You Could Win Big! 

Every Eagle whose membership is paid through 2018-2019 by March 26, 2018, 

will be entered for one of Ten $100 prizes to be awarded by the Grand Aerie 

Membership Department.  

Five Aerie & Five Auxiliary winners will be selected 

on April 1, 2018, and announced on foe.com. 

Don’t wait!  Renew now for your chance to win! 

MINK Slideshow 

Pictures needed! We are putting together a slide show for the 20th Anniversary of the 
MINK Conference.  Please submit any pictures from past MINK Conferences to: 

 
Rhonda Schafer 

208 E 5th Street Apt 3B 
York, NE 68467 

rschafer1968@gmail.com 

DEADLINE is March 17 

State Ritual Competition 

June 6th is a very important day for me.  Is it for you?  State Ritual competition,      
nomination committee for St. Officers will meet.  Are we prepared?  I try my best to 
work on this daily and look at our State Officers as we all travel.  I challenged you in 
June, 2017 at State Convention to get a team or we would put teams together.  How 

many of you took this seriously?   As we travel, as we continue to work in our auxiliaries 
and the State chairs, are we prepared?  You have 105 days to say YES to this               

challenge.  45 minutes is not much to ask to present what we stand for and the       
backbone of our fraternal  order.  State Ritual registrations deadline is May 31st.  I have 

judges already lined up, so will need to slot times for competing.  We will start as      
early as 8am and last team will need to be done by 12:30, June 6, 2018.   That is of 

course, you want to compete after 5:00.  I am willing to make State Ritual successful, 
are you?   

Patty Welch, NE. St. Ritual Chairman 
 

936 East 4th St. 
York  NE.  68467 

402-363-9011 
pwelch68467@neb.rr.com  

mailto:rschafer1968@gmail.com
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Brothers of the Great State of NEBRASKA 

 

Well the month of February sure flew by.  Hopefully spring is just around the     
corner because I have had enough of the cold, snow and ice! 

We had a pretty busy month.  February 4th found us in McCook for their annual 
Super Bowl party.  Kip and Jay and their crew did an awesome job with the food 
and the hospitality was fantastic.  Kim, State Trustee Tim Melvin and St. Madam 
outside guard Amy Werner made the trip with me.  We all had a great time.  The 
only thing that could have made it better, was if the Green Packers were playing.  

Next year GO PACK GO!! 

February 18th myself, Kim and Braxton traveled to Plattsmouth to attend the     
Sunday breakfast and the District fun day.  Seemed like everyone who was there 

was enjoying the festivities.   

February 23-25 found us in Kearney for the state Shuffleboard tournament.  They 
had 32 teams and 16 boards.  Great job Scott, Rob, Kim, Kim, Red and the rest of 

their crew for stepping up and hosting it and making it a great success.  It was great 
to see old friends, to make new friends, have a few shots for the ones that are where 

the Eagles fly. RIP Jim, we will miss you always. 

March is just a few days away and it's going to be a busy busy month again.  If I 
haven't visited your Aerie yet, please let me know what time and day would work 

for you all and I will make it happen.  I don't have to many more  months left to get 
my visits done.   

Remember to stay warm be safe and keep your shades on and keep Saving 2nd Base 
and we will see you sometime soon on the EAGLE trail. 

 

Fraternally yours, 

Hoyt Williams 

Worthy State President 

2018 

Eagles State     

Shuffleboard at 

Kearney #2722 
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Our  

Future's  

So Bright,  

We Gotta  

Wear  

Shades! 

Happy March Eagle Family! 

 

Wow, I for one am so glad March is here, it means spring is just around the corner! 

I can’t believe how fast the past 8 months, serving as your State Madam President, 

have gone by. Everyone warns you that it will be the fastest passing year of your life, 

but you really have no idea until it is flying by. Thinking about my term so far I am 

just overwhelmed by the love and support from all across the state that I have         

received, it is truly humbling.  

My greatest frustration is not being able to “fix” all of our auxiliaries’ troubles. I am by 

nature a fixer, and it drives me crazy when I can’t fix something. I probably should 

have become an auto mechanic! Lol  

A complaint that is often shared by sisters is their auxiliary not doing everything     

exactly by the book. We have very specific rules and regulations to follow, and a    

constitution to guide us. If we are being honest with ourselves, I think we could agree 

that it would be hard to find any auxiliary that does every single thing correctly.  

Some of our guidelines do not always work well in the world we live in today. We 

sometimes have to make practical adjustments to do our business. I could go on and 

on about all of that, but I will say if you are unhappy with the way your auxiliary is 

conducting business, I would encourage you to try to become part of the solution. 

 It is easy to sit back and tell people what they should do, but it is much more       

effective to initiate change from within. Take an office in your local auxiliary, work 

with your sisters and gently guide them.  

One of the most discouraging things to me is when I hear that our new sisters are not 

being initiated properly. Even if you don’t march your initiates around the room to 

our stations, PLEASE, at the very least, read all of the ritual to your new sisters. Our 

ritual is a beautiful thing; it is what sets us apart from the organization down the 

road. Our ritual is more than just words, it explains where we come from, what our 

values are, and promotes the ideals that we strive to live up to.  

The Ritual is our story, the story of who we are and who we want to be. How can we 

expect our new sisters to appreciate the privilege of being a member of the Fraternal 

Order of Eagles if they don’t know our story? Everyone loves a good story, and I    

truly believe they will want to be a part of our story when they understand the     

opportunity they have been given. Share our story! 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Madam President Nadean Rhoads Upcoming Visits 

March 17th- Alliance-Volunteer Dinner 

April 21st- Beatrice-Scavenger Hunt 

April 28th– Alliance-State Madam Presidents Day/State Charity Casino Night 

Aerie Membership Chairman 

Gentleman, 

I hope this letter finds you in good health this year so far!  

Another year has come upon us again! Where has the time gone? 
 

Well I don't have a lot of different this to let you know about this month. Accept just remember that every 
member owes one member, that’s it! It says it all.  

 
Remember we have the Early Bird program and all the other Grand Aerie Programs along with what we are   

doing here in the state. 
 

Here are the monthly winners for the month.  
 

1st Place: Dennis Grasmick, from Wahoo Aerie with 19 members.  $50.00 Dollars  Gift Card 
2nd Place: Larry Biss, from North Platte Aerie with 16 members. $25.00 Dollars Gift Card 

3rd Place: Ron Biggs, from Central City with 10 members. $15.00 Dollars  Gift Card 
 

Again there was a 2 way tie for 3rd. place. Between Ron and  Dennis Micek. So I threw the names in a hat and 
had a third party draw out the name. Sorry Dennis maybe next month!  

 
Congratulations to you all for doing a great job!  

 
I have to say we have some brothers really trying though, Roger P from 3795 and Chad H from 3757 with 7 

members, Eric C from 200 with 5 and a hole bunch of brothers signing up 4 members this month around the 
state! Great job guys, we can do it with out your help.  

 
Let’s all keep signing up members for the State of Nebraska and remember that spring and Turkey Season is 

right around the corner.  
  

Fraternally 
 

David “Hondo” Locke 
Nebraska State Membership, President Elect.  
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(Continued from page 3) 

A couple months ago I shared some thoughts about a book by Patrick Lencioni “the Five Dysfunctions of a 

Team”. I shared the base of the “triangle”, absence of trust. I would like to share some thoughts about the 

next level, Fear of Conflict. If you know me at all, you know this is a biggie for me. I avoid conflict at all costs, 

but what is the cost of artificial harmony? If there isn’t trust, then people won’t engage in open and            

constructive conflict, and they preserve an artificial harmony. Teams that fear conflict have boring meetings, 

ignore controversial topics that are critical to the team’s success, and this can lead to a lack of clear direction. 

We need to encourage our team not to retreat from healthy debate, but to be confident that bringing         

sensitive issues to the table can help us come to a consensus. Teamwork by its nature assumes that there will 

be different ideas and proposals for solving problems, reaching a goal and making decisions. We need to     

understand that conflict is neither good nor bad; the challenge is to encourage diversity without encouraging 

personal tensions, and use the constructive power of our differences. 

Until next time: Be you be different! 

 

Your State Madam President, 

Nadean R. Rhoads  

Auxiliary Membership Chairman 

 
Great month in February, but we still have the 4th quarter to bring it home!  Let’s fill our Auxiliary’s with 

loads of Sunshine!  We need Members, Members, Members!!!!  Time to dig out those dropped member lists 

and start calling.  Many times it just take a little effort on our part to simply ask them to join us again.   

Something I have learned along the way is that people join for many reasons.  So if we offer a variety of    

activities we have a better chance of getting them to say “Yes” and to continue their membership.  It’s      

always worth the effort to try new things even if you have tried them before.  Not only do we need to seek 

out new members, but we need to invest in their ideas to show them we do value their thoughts and      

opinions.  Being set in our ways is not how we promote growth.   

Ladies in this last quarter of our Eagle year, it’s time to build each other up and continue working toward 

the common cause! 

Until next month, 

Rhonda Schafer 
State Membership Sunshine 

Also, it’s that time of year to pay your dues.  I realize they are not due until May 31, but if you pay by the 

end of March you are qualified for a $100 drawing and so is your   Auxiliary.  Not to mention we save a 

little by not having to send you out a dues reminder. 
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Thank you! 

Thank you for all the phone calls, cards and prayers.   

It was a little longer than expected hospital stay but recovering at home and doing well. 

Larry and Annette Strickler 

Grand Madam President Visit  

The York Auxiliary 3990 is over the moon excited about a visit from the Grand Madam President Helen 
Poehner on March 23rd.   

We are planning an evening with her which includes drinks at 630 and a dinner at 700 at Chances R.  

We will have a short reception for her at our Aerie Home 3990 following our meal.  

We would love to invite any members interested in coming and joining us to RSVP me by MARCH 16th. 
You may contact me at 402-710-0976 or email me at  volkerpaula@yahoo.com.  

We are quite excited about this visit, so please come and help us celebrate our  Eagle royalty!!   

Thanks! 

Paula Volker 
Madam President 

York Auxiliary #3990 

GWP Tom McGrath to Visit with Bellevue FOE #3912  “Membership Brainstormers” 

Thomas L. “Tom” McGrath, Grand Worthy President will be visiting Bellevue FOE #3912 on Thursday evening 
April 12 at 6 PM, before the kickoff of the MINK  Conference. 

 
He and other leaders from the Grand Aerie will meet with the “Membership Brainstormers” group at the 

Bellevue Aerie.  The group formed in October 2017 to collaborate on ways to increase membership, encourage 
current membership involvement, and increase the presence of the FOE in Bellevue. 

 
So far they have detailed 26 initiatives, from holding an Open House, sponsoring a Red Cross Blood Drive, to 

renting their outdoor stage to local bands.  The keys have been “any and all ideas have equal worth; think   
outside the box!” 

 
GWP Tom saw their work and was impressed with their initiatives.  There will be a Hot Dog Bar and ice 

cream before the open discussion regarding membership, sharing of ideas, and will provide Bellevue FOE a 
great morale boost.  All is welcomed to come and participate in this event.  Bellevue FOE is super excited! 

mailto:volkerpaula@yahoo.com
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We are on the web! 

nestatefoe.org 

Deadline for the newsletter is 

the 25th of March.  Please send 

information to: 

news@nestatefoe.org 

 

HELLO TO OUR EAGLE BROTHERS AND SISTERS 

As this Eagle year winds down, we look over to see what great people we have in this organization.   

Seeing all the good being done for the current State Charities.   At State Convention on Saturday we are 
planning once again to have an auction to help jump start our new Charity.  

 We have chosen the Exoskeleton, Helping American Veterans walk again.  

We are asking you to bring auction donations to State Convention.  New or slightly used items please. 

We appreciate all your thoughtfulness to help kick off our up and coming year.  

Thanks for your help in advance, 

David “Hondo” Locke, State President Elect 

Cheri Bollig, State Madam President Elect 


