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“A Michigan Legionnaire who served in Afghanistan described the situation in stark terms. Interpreters who are 
discovered by the Taliban will be swiftly beheaded. The unlucky ones will have to watch their families die first. While 
we welcome an end to these endless wars, we must never abandon the brave Afghan and Iraqi allies who took great 
personal risk to assist our military with its missions. We must not leave them behind. They have earned safe passage 
to America.”

-American Legion National Commander James W. “Bill” Oxford, who sent a letter in April to President Biden and Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken calling for immediate expediting of U.S. visa applications for thousands of translators and other 

Afghanistan and Iraq nationals who assisted American troops and now face death threats from the Taliban, with U.S. 
withdrawal from the war theater now under way.

Approximate number of endangered Afghani translators who assisted U.S. military efforts in the 
Global War on Terrorism and whose U.S. visa applications are hung up in processing.

17,000

Amount in VA benefits secured for veterans between July 2020 and April 2021 by American Legion 
Post 88 in Norman, Okla., despite the pandemic, with help from expanded hours for veterans to 
meet with the post’s accredited service officers.

$1.1 million



Number of participants who 
competed in the second round of 
the 2021 American Legion Junior 
Shooting Sports National Postal 
Tournament in April.

Number of new members signed up in 
the last two years at American Legion 
Post 3 in Milford, Del., bringing the 
total to 376 by early April, following a 
revitalization campaign, strong media 
coverage and popular holiday meals. 

105

324
Approximate number of children’s bicycles 
restored and given to children on Indian 
reservations in South Dakota and Nebraska 
since 2007, through a program led by Yankton, 
S.D., Post 12 Past Commander Fran Johnson. 
“Every kid needs a bike,” he told legion.org.

Number of registered participants so far in the 
second annual 100 Miles for Hope challenge, which 
raises funds to train American Legion service 
officers through the American Legion Veterans & 
Children Foundation. There is still time to register 
and complete the challenge that runs until Sept. 6. 
legion.org/100miles

2,100

2,151

Approximate number of VA disability claims worked at any given time, free of charge, by more 
than 3,000 accredited American Legion service officers worldwide.

750,000

1,050,744
Total legion.org page views in April, up from 847,459 in April 2020.

Amount in American Legion Child Welfare Foundation grants issued in April to eight non-profit 
organizations that assist children facing difficulties and circumstances beyond their control.

 $163,304



Number of American Legion posts that received Mission Blue Post Assistance Program grants of 
$1,000 each in April to provide COVID-19 pandemic-caused relief that threatens regular business 
functions.

46

Amount raised to purchase a replacement mobile home, in addition to donated labor and 
services, for a disabled veteran in Indiana – whose leaking trailer was in such disrepair it could 
not be salvaged – in an April community effort led by American Legion and Veterans of Foreign 
Wars posts in Cicero, Sheridan, Noblesville and Kirklin.

$32,000

Number of television viewers for the April 25 Firestone 
Grand Prix of St. Petersburg NTT INDYCAR SERIES race 
in Florida, in which former seven-time NASCAR champ 
Jimmie Johnson, made his second run in the American 
Legion-sponsored 48 car. According to NBC, it was the 
most-watched afternoon INDYCAR race, aside from the 
Indianapolis 500, in history. 

1,250,000

Number of entries in The American Legion Media Alliance annual award contest, most ever, 
which recognizes excellence in media delivery by members who provide communications 
services in their communities, districts and states.

93

AWARDS
“This September will mark the 20th 
anniversary of the 9/11 attacks. When 
we went to war, there was the urgency of 
response. In hindsight, it does not appear 
that the long-term costs of war were part 
of the equation. But that doesn’t mean 
those who went and served should be 
refused care now.”

-Reporter Tara Copp, McClatchy News, 
whose journalism in the 2020 five-part series 
“Stricken” used decades of raw cancer-
treatment data to show breakdowns in 
care for veterans who were diagnosed 
and facing illnesses firsthand beyond VA’s 
reporting of incidence. McClatchy won The 
American Legion’s Fourth Estate Award in 
print for 2020, and the presentation was 
live-streamed from Washington, D.C., on 
April 14.



19
Number of American Legion posts that received ammo, rifles, clips and other items via the Military 
Equipment Loan program in April, with assistance from the American Legion National Security 
Division; the posts came from Wisconsin, Indiana, Texas, New York, Missouri, Ohio, Illinois, 
Nebraska, California and Alaska.

Number of American Legion departments that submitted applications for American Legion Eagle 
Scout of the Year honors for 2021.

26


