
  

 

 

 

 
 

Detachment Newsletter 
 
Commanders Message: 

 

Our membership totals continue to rise thanks to all 

of you who have pushed for renewals and acquiring 

new members. Remember, that the qualifications 

have changed for new members thanks to the “Legion 

Act” being passed. If you currently have a member 

who served in the military and wasn’t eligible for the 

legion due to his dates of service, they now are. What 

that means, if they decide to become a member of the 

legion, their sons and grandsons become eligible to 

join the SAL. What a membership boost this would 

be. Looking at the figures, it won’t be long before we 

hit the 105% goal set by National Commander Bolt. 

We recently added Statesville Squadron 65 who 

reinstated and new Squadron Shelby 82. There are 

currently two more posts, Mathews 235 and Chapel 

Hill 6 whom shown interest in starting a squadron. 

Welcome aboard to all. Keep up the good work. 

Our first Detachment Newsletter was a huge success. 

I’ve received many positive reviews on the contents 

and how it was put together. I am confident our 

upcoming newsletter will have the same reviews. We 

will be sending one out on a quarterly basis. 

An email will be sent shortly to all Squadron 

Commanders and Adjutants whom I have a valid 

email for with important forms that need to be filled 

out. You will be receiving a cover letter explaining 

how to complete the forms. They will be in PDF 

format so; you can fill out and email to our state 

membership coordinator. Due to the unprecedented 

corona virus pandemic this is the only way currently 

to get you information. The two most important 

forms are the officer’s certification sheet and 

consolidated report form. Those squadrons who can 

access MYSAL (click on squadron reports) can fill 

out the consolidated report form and just hit submit. 

If you do this please, make a copy for your records 

before hitting the submit button. Three award 

categories are broken down to squadrons with 10-24 

members, 25-49 members and 50 members and 

above. Squadron of the year awards will be presented 

hopefully at the Fall Conference. 

Last October our Detachment was given the go ahead 

to renew membership on-line (mysal.org). To date 

there are only 29 squadrons that have enrolled to do 

this. We are encouraging all squadrons to enroll into 

this. This is very easy and cuts out sending in checks, 

cards and transmittal forms. It cuts down on postage 

and gives our state membership coordinator less to 

keep track of. Please contact me if you are interested 

and I will be glad to walk you through the steps. 

Just a reminder, our Detachment dues have been 

increased beginning with the 2021 membership year. 

I believe everyone is aware of this by now but, just 

wanted to reach out to you one last time. You will 

need to send in $12 per member instead of the $7 you 

have been. This is due to SAL National raising their 

part of the dues we send them. This is the first 

increase since 1982. If you renew your members on-
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line it will automatically deduct the $12 per member. 

All our forms have been updated to include the 

change. 

During this past year, I’ve been attending district 

meetings throughout the state. I learned a lot and met 

some wonderful people in the Legion Family. 

I have been able to find first-hand the importance of 

working together at your post, joining in with Legion 

and Auxiliary functions. They run a lot smoother 

when everyone gets together for the same cause. I 

plan on continuing my travels and bring to the 

districts information on what the SAL is about and 

how we as a Detachment can work together to support 

our military men and women and provide them with 

any assistance they need.  

Due to the corona virus pandemic all meetings and 

events have been cancelled so, no more traveling for 

a while. 

Finally, it’s important to work together as a team. Our 

veterans and their families need our support to show 

them they are not forgotten. They served and are 

serving our country to make us safe. Let’s not forget 

their sacrifices. 

As always, if you need anything please feel free to 

contact me either by phone or email.  

During this worldwide pandemic that is gripping the 

nation please take care of yourself and those around 

you. Stay Safe!! 

For God & Country!! 

Gene Bellando 

Detachment Commander 

eleventhgreen@atmc.net 

(703) 881-2515 

 

 

2nd Vice Commanders Message: 

 

From Steve Laws 2nd Vice Commander Sons of 

The American Legion:   

 

With everything being shut down there is not much 

news. We all need to remember that there are still 

things that need to be done. The Squadron end of the 

year reports need to be filled out on the 

Consolidated Report forms that can be filled out 

online. This is how your squadron will be judged for 

the Squadron of the Year Award. These need to be 

filled out and sent in by 5-31-2020.  The awards will 

be presented at the Fall Conference we hope. Also, 

all CWF donations are due by 5-31-2020. 

 

As most of you probably know by now all SAL 

meetings and Legion meetings have been cancelled 

for the rest of the year. This means that all current 

officers will remain the same for the rest of this year 

and 2021. If anyone does not wish to remain you 

should notify the Detachment Commander. I hope 

that all this mess will be gone before our fall 

conference. In the meantime, I hope everyone is 

being safe and obeying the rules that have been sent 

down by National. Look forward to us getting back 

to some type of normal operations before 

September. We will have to figure out how to get 

the 2021 membership cards out as they are being 

printed now and we should have them in June. 

 

For God and Country 

Steve Laws 

2nd Vice Commander 

Adjutant’s Message: 
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First, I would like to say Thank You to Detachment 

Commander Eugene Bellando for this chance to be 

your Detachment Adjutant. And to the rest of the 

Detachment Officers for your support. We do have 

some important information to share with you. There 

are some New Squadrons out there that I would like 

to Welcome to our Legion Family: Squadron 65 

Statesville, Squadron 82 Shelby. Post 235 Matthews, 

Post 6 Chapel Hill have shown interest of starting a 

squadron.  

Now let me share some key dates with everyone: 

April 2020 we will be sending out the Consolidated 

Squadron Report (CSR) and the Squadron Officer 

Certification Form; the CSR is due into Detachment 

no later than June 1st; Child Welfare Fund (CWF) due 

date for this year is May 31st please make sure to send 

it to our CWF Chairman Terry Chatfield of Squadron 

232; the Squadron Officer Certification Form is due 

once your Officers have taken office. 

I would like to take this moment to inform all 

squadrons not using the mySAL.org portal to register 

and submit your transmittals through this process. 

This process will reduce the amount of time to get 

new members registered with in the Legion Family. 

The amount of time it takes to complete this process 

now is about 9-14 days instead of waiting almost 30 

days for a new member to get their number. For those 

who would like to learn more about the different uses 

of this process, feel free to contact me by email or 

phone.  

Now for the Membership Awards, I will be tracking 

the squadrons membership totals. We will be giving 

out awards to those squadrons who meet the required 

goals by certain cutoff dates. These cutoff dates are 

as follows: 

Dogwood Award: 100% Membership by December 

31st 

Citation of Achievement Award: by March 17th meet 

or exceed your previous year’s membership 

(December 31st total) 

Honor Ribbon: Presented to Squadrons who surpass 

their previous year’s membership by July 1st each 

year. 

Please make sure to join us at our State Conferences 

and Conventions to get your awards. We hope that we 

see all our Squadrons earn one of these awards. 

Detachment Adjutant 

William Slater Jr (116) 

 usmc2052@gmail.com 

(919) 434-1944 

Child Welfare Fund Committee: 

 

Our Child Welfare Fund Chairman Terry Chatfield 

has discussed a way to boost the funds going into the 

Child Welfare Foundation. We are the biggest 

contributor to this fund. 100% CWF Banners will be 

presented to all squadrons who donate at least $1.00 

per squadron member to the fund. We believe that it 

is a great idea and strongly support it. If you have any 

questions or want to mail your donation in please 

contact Terry at terry_chatfield@bellsouth.net .  

Membership Report: 

 

As of Wednesday, April 22, 2020 the membership 

report is as follows: 

DETACHMENT TOTALS 

2019 2020 % ACHVD 

2432 2313 95.11% 

 

DIVISION 1 
SQUADRON 2019 2020 % ACHVD 

Ahoskie 102 22 13 59.09% 

Coinjock 288 35 44 125.71% 

Edenton 40 78 37 47.44% 

Greenville 39 18 4 22.22% 

Hertford 126 7 13 185.71% 

Tarboro 19 11 13 118.18% 

Wilson 13 14 16 114.29% 

Division Total 185 140 75.68% 
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DIVISION 2 
SQUADRON 2019 2020 % ACHVD 

Calabash 503 168 184 109.52% 

Fayetteville 32 9 13 144.44% 

Goldsboro 11 21 22 104.76% 

Pleasure Island 129 98 115 117.35% 

Snow Hill 94 29 30 103.45% 

Wilmington 10 156 113 72.44% 

Wilmington 545 12 8 66.67% 

Division Total 493 485 98.38% 

 

DIVISION 3 
SQUADRON 2019 2020 % ACHVD 

Angier 436 16 12 75.00% 

Asheboro 45 37 37 100.00% 

Benson 109 7 4 57.14% 

Burlington 63 37 25 67.57% 

Cary 67 14 12 85.71% 

Durham 7 151 166 109.93% 

Fuquay-Varina 116 114 158 138.60% 

Garner 232 34 30 88.24% 

Greensboro 53 44 36 81.82% 

Greensboro 386 15 18 120.00% 

High Point 87 23 23 100.00% 

Lexington 8 28 29 103.57% 

Liberty 81 27 29 107.41% 

Sanford 382 41 29 70.73% 

Division Total 588 608 103.40% 

 

DIVISION 4 
SQUADRON 2019 2020 % ACHVD 

Aberdeen 72 6 14 233.33% 

Charlotte 262 15 24 160.00% 

Concord 51 61 58 95.08% 

Cornelius 86 11 11 100.00% 

Hamlet 49 38 31 81.58% 

Huntersville 321 34 34 100.00% 

King 290 47 40 85.11% 

Landis 146 20 22 110.00% 

Monroe 27 32 30 93.75% 

Mooresville 66 9 3 33.33% 

Mount Airy 123 19 21 110.53% 

Rockingham 147 29 31 106.90% 

Salisbury 14 23 16 69.57% 

Salisbury 106 40 43 107.50% 

Salisbury 342 15 19 126.67% 

Statesville 65  15 100.00% 

Unionville 535 47 46 97.87% 

Vass 296 16 13 81.25% 

Waxhaw 208 18 19 105.56% 

Winston-Salem 55 59 47 79.66% 

Division Total 554 537 96.93% 

 

DIVISION 5 
SQUADRON 2019 2020 % ACHVD 

Asheville 70 13 13 100.00% 

Belmont 144 61 57 93.44% 

Bessemer City 243 60 64 106.67% 

Brevard 88 64 55 85.94% 

Cherryville 100 21 18 85.71% 

Denver 455 13 16 123.08% 

Franklin 108 28 23 82.14% 

Hayesville 532 18 20 111.11% 

Hendersonville 77 100 56 56.00% 

Henrietta 423 12 11 91.67% 

Hickory 48 42 21 50.00% 

Kings Mountain 155 33 41 124.24% 

Lincolnton 30 15 15 100.00% 

Newton 16 12 11 91.67% 

Stanley 266 4   

Valdese 234 26 31 119.23% 

Waynesville 47 90 91 101.11% 

Division Total 612 543 88.73% 

 

Post / Squadron Everlasting: 
 

James Rivenbark, Squadron 10, 2-25-2020 

John Hesson, Squadron 232, 2-17-2020 

Charles Nelson Jr, Squadron 102, 2-24-2020 

Mark Raiter, Squadron 27, 4-11-2020 

News from The Squadrons 

From Squadron 116 

Fuquay-Varina, North Carolina 

 
Girl Scout Troop #1948 has developed a great 

relationship with American Legion Post 116! The 

American Legion Post helped the girls purchase flags 

for their troop last year and this year they bought 

$100 worth of cookies to support Operation Cookie 

Drop. We love watching our troops make connections 

in their communities! 



  

  
S.A.L. Commander Ken McNamara, Adjutant 

William Slater Jr, and Troop #1948 

Submitted by, Squadron Adjutant William Slater Jr 

From Squadron 65 

Statesville, North Carolina 

Don Carr of Squadron 65 Sons of the American 

Legion said the idea of providing flags to veterans 

was espoused by Evan Parton, a member of Tribute 

to the Troops. Parton delivered flags to Gold Star 

families and would cut out the stars from retired flags 

and print the names of deceased veterans on them. He 

would hand them out with the explanation “this is a 

star from a flag that can no longer fly, to remind you 

of your freedom.” 

 

After Parton’s death in July, members of Tribute to 

the Troops and American Legion Post 65/Squadron 

65 Sons of the American Legion wanted to continue 

this tradition, but in a slightly different way, Carr 

said. So, the idea of replacing tattered flags for 

veterans was born. 

 

Carr said various members basically looked for flags 

that needed replacing when they were out and about. 

He happened upon Harmon’s home and stopped to 

talk to Harmon about the idea. He learned Purple 

Heart Homes built a ramp for Harmon. After talking 

with Harmon, Carr said, he was the obvious choice 

for the first flag. 

 

“He’s a heck of a nice guy,” Carr said. 

 

If Harmon’s service and his patriotism were not 

enough, Carr said, he found he and Harmon had a 

connection in addition to both being veterans. Carr 

has a greyhound named Caesar, who was with him on 

his scouting mission. Harmon, he said, has a red 1935 

Commander with a veteran greyhound on the hood. 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

Submitted by; S.A.L. Commander Don Carr 

From Squadron 77 

Hendersonville, North Carolina 

A Massive shout out to the Ladies Auxiliary of 

Hendersonville Post 77 for a fourth day making 

headbands and masks for our people on the front lines 

of this pandemic. Outstanding work ladies we’re all 

so proud of your teamwork and thoughtfulness God 

bless you. 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

The Drop off at Pardee Hospital was Great! They 
have 30 headbands for a Dept that needed them!! 
Save the ears while they save some lives!! Great Job 
at delivering them Patti Shields! 
Great Job, Patti Shields, Jann Drake, Arlene Keller, 
Tammy Selvig, and with Patti Allard Shields. 

 



  

 

 

 

 

Submitted by; S.A.L. Commander Sam Brinkley 

From Squadron 32 

Fayetteville, North Carolina 

In a combined effort with Venturing Crew 32 and 

Post 32, Squadron 32 members have cleaned up an 

area outside the Post HQ for First Responders or 

Law Enforcement Officers to take a break and eat 

their meals outside of their vehicles. Squadron 



  

members stop by and check the trash and wipe off 

pollen on a schedule. 

 

With donations given to Post 32, and assistance 

from District 8 Commander Chris Smith, Squadron 

members and Crew members have been delivering 

bakery goods to our local Emergency Rooms and 

Intensive Care Units at Cape Fear Velley Medical 

Center in Fayetteville and Raeford, NC as well as 

First Health Hoke in Raeford, also. 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 
Submitted by; S.A.L. Commander Duncan Harling 

From Squadron 82 

Shelby, North Carolina 



  

AMERICAN LEGION FAMILY COMES 

TOGETHER TO SUPPORT SAL PROJECT 

Legionnaires, Auxiliary, SAL, and family members, 

twenty-four in all, gathered Saturday, April 18, to 

walk the 55 acres of Sunset Cemetery, Shelby, NC, to 

identify the location of graves of veterans buried in 

the cemetery. SAL Squadron 82 has a project of 

flagging all the graves of veterans buried in two 

graveyards in Shelby. The first task in this project is 

to identify how many veterans’ graves there are in 

the two cemeteries. Squadron Commander Dr. Jack 

Weller shared the following information and 

thoughts about the event. 

 
Squadron 82 Commander Jack Weller instructs volunteers on 

the days plans of locating veterans’ graves to be honored on 

Memorial Day. 

COMMENTS I HEARD ALONG THE WAY 

For some, it was an emotional morning. Ludy Wilke 

shared that his father and several uncles who served 

our nation are buried in the cemetery. Martha Bridges 

encouraged us to find the marker for Walter 

Hoyle, the namesake of our Post. For me, the section 

that I walked had several World War II veterans. 

One was 1st Lt Grady Dover's grave. He was 23 years 

old when he died in action in Germany. There 

were the graves of two veterans, Gordon Hamrick and 

Ed Hamilton, who recently passed away. There 

was Lewis Forney's grave, who fought in the 

Spanish-American War. We have some avid history 

lovers who may be able to find out more about these 

individuals. 

 

769 GRAVES IDENTIFIED 

We have identified over 769 graves and several sites 

that we need to research to find out about the 

markers. Gary McNeilly found a section of 33 graves 

that had five rows and six graves to a row and three 

graves in front of the thirty. There were no military 

markings on the headstone s, but we have a picture to 

share with William Lynch, Sunset Cemetery 

Supervisor, to ask questions about these graves. 

 
Monument Stone for Warren F Hoyle who died in WWI in 

France. His remains are still in Europe this marker was to 

designate his death. It was part of his sister's gravestone. Post 82 

is named in his honor! (pictured is Jean Lankford, Unit 82 

Auxiliary) 



  

 
Jim Sherman, Post 82 member and editor of the Post 82 

newsletter is walking Sunset Cemetery in Shelby locating and 

marking veteran’s grave. 769 veterans' graves were located and 

marked on map. The Shelby SAL Squadron will place a US Flag 

on each veterans' gravestone on Memorial Day Weekend. 

 
(l to r) Jim Quinlan Post 82 Commander, Martha Bridges, Post 

82 Adjutant and duo ALA member, and Jean Lankford, Unit 82 

Auxiliary walking the cemetery to find graves of veterans to be 

honored on Memorial Day. 

WEBB MEMORIAL OUR NEXT CEMETERY 

TO WALK ON TUESDAY, APRIL 21 

With longer days, we will meet at 5:30 pm Tuesday, 

April 21, to walk Webb Memorial Graveyard to 

identify veteran’s graves. The graveyard is located on 

Eaves Road. There are four acres of well-defined 

blocks of graves, and it should be easier to walk and 

identify a veteran's grave marker. We have the 

potential of finding another 400 graves of veterans at 

Webb Memorial. 

CLEVELAND MEMORIAL GARDENS IS 

ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY 

Cleveland Memorial Gardens will allow us to 

identify the graves and mark them with 

flags. We need a plot map of the cemetery to locate a 

grave location better. This 

cemetery hosts the Cleveland County Memorial Day 

program the Sunday before 

Memorial Day each year. 

PANDEMIC CHALLENGES WHO WE ARE AS 

A NATION 

As each of us deals with the social distancing, stay at 

home order, and monitoring our loved ones as we 

live through the COVID-19 pandemic, we realize 

how our lives may change in a moment. Students in 

schools and colleges are at home doing lessons via 

the Internet. We have learned things like "Zoom 

Meeting," face mask, or how to make hand sanitizer. 

The flagging of veteran’s graves is one way that we, 

as an American Legion family, may recognize those 

who served our nation. We will come out of this 

crisis stronger as a nation. Our military has 

demonstrated once again that they can respond in a 

time of emergency. Field hospitals in convention 

centers, hospital ships, and national guardsmen 

cleaning nursing homes are examples of how the 

military is working to support the already 

overworked medical 

professionals. 

Again, thank you to each of you who has helped us 

take the first step to honoring over 800 veterans this 

Memorial Day. 

Submitted by; S.A.L. Commander Jack Weller 

 

Up Coming Events:  

Cancelled Due to COVID-19 

 

Buddy Checks 

 
With the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic that is 

affecting us all, the Buddy Check program is perhaps more 



  

important now than ever before. The idea is to connect 

with veterans who may need assistance but don’t know 

where to go or who to ask. 

 

The American Legion Family already reaches out to 

fellow Legionnaires at this time of year but now we must 

do more. It’s not enough to simply pick up the phone and 

call the veterans you know. We need to check on ALL 

VETERANS in each of our communities to be sure they 

are safe, feeling OK and have access to health care and 

services. If we hear of someone in need, we can offer 

someone a ride, deliver groceries or supplies and, in short, 

be there for them. 

 

The important part is to let the veterans in your community 

know you care and can provide assistance. It’s what we do 

for our battle buddies.  

 

2019-2020 

S.A.L. Detachment Officers 

Commander: Eugene Bellando (503) 
Email: eleventhgreen@atmc.net 

 

1st Vice Commander: Jim Mayhew (30) 
Email: jimmayhew@charter.net 

 

2nd Vice Commander: Steve Laws (48) 
Email: paintmannc77@yahoo.com 

 

Adjutant: William Slater Jr (116) 
Email: usmc2052@gmail.com 

 

Asst. Adjutant: Andrew Zajc (53) 
Email: andrew@zajcfamily.com 

 

Sgt.-At-Arms: Carl Valentinetti (503) 
Email: cjv1954@aol.com 

 

Historian: Terry Chatfield (232) 
Email: terry_chatfield@bellsouth.net 

 

Chaplain: Jerry Harrell (40) 
Email: jeromeecsu@yahoo.com 

 

NECMAN: Terry Pressley (47) 
Email: pressley13@charter.net 

 

Alternate NECMAN: Christopher Byrd (47) 
Email: cbyrd7384@gmail.com 

 

Judge Advocate: Kevin Tirado (47) 
Email: kmtiradoroman@gmail.com 

 

Detachment Newsletter 
Email: ncdetachmentnewsletter@gmail.com 
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