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April 12, Easter
Children & Youth Month
Boys State, Student Trooper, 
Scouting, Jr Shooting Sports, 
Baseball, JROTC, ROTC, Teacher 
Appreciation, School Awards, Etc, all
involve our youth. Support them!

MAY
May 25, Memorial Day. Please be 
involved
DO NOT FORGET MOTHERS DAY! 
May 10!

JUNE
DUE TO COVID-19, PLEASE 
LOOK FOR UPDATED NOTICES 
ON YOUTH PROGRAMS ON OUR 
WEBSITE, www.nclegion.org.

Birthday of US Army June 14, 1775
Department Convention  
June 10-13 2020
Fathers Day, June 21
Boys State June 21-27, Catawba 
College
Student Trooper Program July 26-31, 
Highway Patrol
Training Center, Raleigh)

Mid Winter Conference - Page 3 • PTSD Seminar Held - Page 5 • super Bowl Ad Shot in Sylva - Page 6

National Legion College Attendees’ 
Week of Learning

 The American Legion National Col-
lege enhances knowledge and appre-
ciation of The American Legion, and 
teaches the core values and contribu-
tions of the organization, its Auxilia-
ry, Sons of The American Legion and 
many subordinate programs. The 
National Legion College prepares Le-
gionnaires for leadership positions 
in posts, districts, counties, and de-
partments through education, devel-
opment, and motivation. The curric-
ulum challenges student leaders to 
think critically and creatively about 
issues confronting the Legion.
 The curriculum centers on self-
taught, small-group sessions super-
vised by graduate facilitators, staff 
members, contracted professional 
speakers and national officers. Stu-
dents review The American Legion’s 

core values, develop new ideas and 
consider the future. An emphasis is 
placed on programs, management 
techniques and leadership skills nec-
essary to increase visibility of pro-
grams, growth in membership, and 
public awareness of the Legion and 
its corresponding organizations.
 National leaders launch the week 
with sessions and lectures focus-
ing on mentoring, recognizing and 
building leadership traits, and put-
ting good leadership practices to use. 
These skills and techniques are prac-
ticed and reinforced throughout the 
week in a small-group environment 
and in student-led meetings and pre-
sentations. Small-group workshops 
provide students basic leadership 
training in a volunteer environment. 
Core subjects include mentoring, 
leadership styles and opportunities, 
time management, conflict resolution 
and legal issues.

 Throughout the week, students 
learn the basics of developing com-
munication strategies to promote 
American Legion programs, com-
bined with the workshops and hands-
on exercises. Topics include public 
outreach, media relations, “Recon-
nect” with today’s active-duty and 
reserve personnel, schools and com-
munity relations.
 Salesmanship and Marketing De-
veloped skills make students more 
valuable to their posts and depart-
ments. Students’ employers also 
directly benefit from students’ in-
creased effectiveness and productivi-
ty. Teachings include community net-
working strategies, public-relations 
techniques, marketing and salesman-
ship programs, and image-building 
techniques.

National Commander Bill Oxford, Bo Durham and 
Jim Zajc at 2019 National Legion College  

in Indianapolis
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It was another successful Washing-
ton Conference for the American 
Legion! Members from across the 
country gathered to “storm the hill” 
8-11 March in our nation’s capital. 
Some twenty-five North Carolin-
ians joined fellow Legionnaires to 
advocate for veteran’s issues. After 
touching on a series of historical ac-
complishments that defined the first 
century of American Legion legis-
lative successes,  North Carolina’s 
James W. “Bill” Oxford, National 
Commander of the American Le-
gion, presented a three-step mission 
to lawmakers during a joint session 
of the Senate and House Committees 

on Veterans’ Affairs March 11. North 
Carolina’s delegation watched on as 
Commander Oxford laid out the leg-
islative agenda and lobbied for veter-
an’s causes. 
“Reading today’s testimony, it is 
clear that we share many of the 
same priorities,” Chairman of the 
House Veterans’ Affairs Committee 
Rep. Mark Takano, D-Calif., said. 
“We must address the national cri-
sis of veteran suicide. Veterans must 
receive high-quality healthcare. We 

must understand the full impacts 
of toxic exposures, and make sure 
that another generation of veterans 
don’t have to wait for the benefits and 
care they need and deserve.” Earli-
er in the week, VA Secretary Robert 
Wilkie spoke to a packed house at the 
Washington Hilton. 
Congratulations are in order for 
Robert G. Scruggs of Post 77 Hen-
dersonville. Bob was awarded the 
VA Voluntary Service Volunteer of 
the year for his dedicated service 
to the Charles George VA Medical 
Center, Asheville, NC.  During the 
past 47 years, he has logged over 
27,000 voluntary hours at the facility. 
Starting in 1998, he served as Depu-
ty VAVS and then in 2000, he began 
his service as the American Legion 
Veterans Affairs Voluntary Service 

Representative (VAVS). He is a 52-
year paid-up for life member at the 
Hubert M. Smith Post 77 in Hender-
sonville, NC. He is held in the highest 
esteem for his hard work, dedication, 
and the genuine concern he conveys 
toward all fellow veterans. National 
Commander Oxford presented the 
award to Bob at the conference. 
During the week, concerns about the 
coronavirus escalated. Department 
of Veteran Affairs’ Richard Stone 
chose his address to The American 
Legion’s Veterans Affairs & Reha-
bilitation Commission to focus on 
that very topic. Stone said that in-
cluded among VA’s missions is “to 
be the safety net for the American 
health-care system, should it be 
overwhelmed. And frankly, the last 

 In February, citing The American 
Legion’s “historic victory” during an 
important Supreme Court ruling last 
year, the head of the nation’s largest 
veteran’s organization welcomed an-
other court decision as a sign that vet-
erans memorials will now have per-
manent legal protection.
 “Last year, The American Legion eas-
ily prevailed by a 7-2 ruling protecting 
a veterans memorial in Bladensburg, 
Md.,” said American Legion National 
Commander James W. “Bill” Oxford. 
“We said at the time that the ruling 
in The American Legion v. American 
Humanist Association was not sim-
ply about one cross. It was about pro-
tecting the religious freedom of those 
wishing to honor and memorialize vet-

erans. Thankfully, the Eleventh Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals used our earlier 
victory to reverse a previous decision 
that called for the removal of a World 
War II-era cross at a park in Pensaco-
la. The Bayview cross in Florida will 
remain in place. The American Legion 
is grateful to our friends and allies in 
the veterans and legal community who 
have helped us in this long struggle to 
protect these precious memorials.”
 The historic World War II-era cross 
will remain standing thanks to a vic-
tory at the Eleventh Circuit Court of 
Appeals. In Kondrat’yev et al. v. City 
of Pensacola, an atheist group sued 
the City of Pensacola to remove the 
monument, which has been standing 
since 1941. Following the Supreme 
Court’s decision in American Legion 
v. American Humanist Association, 
protecting a World War I memorial 
cross in Bladensburg, Maryland, the 

Eleventh Circuit ruled that the cross 
is constitutional, acknowledging that 
it has become “embedded in the fabric 
of the Pensacola community” and that 
removing it could “strike many as ag-
gressively hostile to religion.”
 The Bayview Cross is one of over 170 
displays in Pensacola parks memori-
alizing the City’s diverse history and 
culture. In 2016, four individuals, rep-
resented by the American Humanist 
Association, sued the City, demanding 
the cross be torn down, even though 
three of the individuals do not live in 

Chaplain’s 
Corner

Michael Ramsey
Department Chaplain

Membership 
Report

Nancy Phillips
Membership Chairman

We don’t pray enough, not due to a lack 
of discipline, but due to a lack of desper-
ation. There’s something about desper-
ation that changes us. It takes a usually 
cautious person and makes him do in-
credibly risky things. It takes a general-
ly timid person and gives her audacious 
courage. 
We Americans tend to avoid desperation. 
It’s not who we are. We are the “can do” 
people, with the assurance that enough 
time, energy, and talent can solve our 
problems. It’s right there in our name. 
Ameri-can. We aren’t Ameri-can’ts. We 
are a DIY people and, most of the time, 
that’s good. But when God says, “Apart 
from me you can do nothing,” that “can 
do” attitude is absolutely deadly and frus-
trating.
Unfortunately, it is often only during a 
crisis do we become desperate enough 
to seek God’s help through prayer. When 
we reach that point, we often approach 
God timidly because we have been so far 
away for so long. We may even ask our 
chaplain to pray on our behalf because 
we can’t approach God ourselves. We 

Building A Foundation

 It’s not just about the membership. 
National Commander Bill Oxford’s 
mission is about building a Foun-
dation for the Future.  We get so 
wrapped up in making goals that we 
forget that membership comes from 
Post Activity.  It all starts at the Post.  
A Post that stays active, works with 
their community and keeps involved 
will grow their membership.  Mem-
bers keep the Post vibrant and alive.  
Buddy Checks can be done through-
out the year not just in March or 
November. Check on your members, 
what they need and keep them in-
formed on your Post activities.  Every 
Post no matter the size always needs 
more helping hands. Visit your local 
Post and see where they need help.  
Join a Post Committee.  Follow your 
passion.  Youth, or veteran services, 
color guard or final respects.  Each 

 See Chaplain, Page 8

 See Membership, Page 8

 See Commander, Page 8

Commander’s 
Comments

James D. Moore, Jr
Department Commander

James D. Moore, Jr.
Department CommanDer

Tierian Randy Cash
Department aDjutant

Articles May Be Submitted For 
Consideration To Be Published In 
The North Carolina Legion News,  

PO Box 26657, Raleigh NC 27611-6657.

Telephone: (919) 832-7506
Fax:  (919) 832-6428

Email: tcash@nclegion.org

The North Carolina Legion News (Usps 
009-812) Is Published Four Times A Year, 
In January, April, July, And October By 
The American Legion Department Of 
North Carolina, 2940 Falstaff Rd., Raleigh, 
NC 27610. Periodicals Postage Paid At 
Raleigh, NC. Postmaster: Send Address 
Changes To The North Carolina Legion 
News, Po Box 26657, Raleigh NC 27611-
6657.

The North Carolina

Legion News
The American Legion Leads 
Fight to Save War Memorials Adjutant’s 

Call
Tierian Cash 

Department Adjutant

Commander’s  
Column

 See Judge, Page 8

 See Adjunt, Page 8

Judge’s  
Corner

Gaither M. Keener, Jr
Department Judge Advocate

Proper Procedures For Using the NC 
Charities

 This format for our Charities is the 
same format I used to set up for national 
headquarters.
 An American Legion Post is a non-prof-
it as long as they have an EIN and they 
have filed a 990 with the IRS. What each 
post needs to do is:
 1. Forward a copy of their EIN to De-
partment Headquarters.
 2. Assure that the post is incorporated. 
If not incorporated, the post must incor-
porate. North Carolina law sates you can 
be a non-profit corporation.
 3. The Post Executive Committee 
must agree in minutes, and report to 
the membership, that you are entering 
into an agreement with the North Caro-
lina Charities. Once approved, the Post 
Commander will sign and the Post Adju-
tant will attest the completed Indemnity 
Agreement, then forward to Department 
Headquarters. It will then be signed by 
the designated officer and Department 
Commander. 
 Once it is received at Department 
Headquarters, you will receive a letter 
from the Charities. This is the letter you 
will take to Walmart, Lowes, etc., as a 
501(c )(3). You will get this once you sign 
and submit the Indemnity Agreement.  
You will also need the Letter of Determi-
nation for the Charities.  We are a public 
charity.
 The main purpose for the Charities is 
to support the Four Pillars of The Amer-
ican Legion, Veterans Affairs and Reha-
bilitation, National Security, American-

ism, and Children and Youth. You are 
stewards of non-profit money, and there 
is a procedure. You may choose to donate 
to the Charities general fund. You can 
have money donated to the local post, as 
long as it is for the programs of the Four 
Pillars. This letter goes to contributors 
so they know they can take the 50% de-
duction. This charity does not have ad-
ministrative costs. The Department pays 
any of these costs.
 Donor checks must be made out to: The 
American Legion Department of North 
Carolina Charities, Inc. If a donor wants 
the deduction, collect checks and send 
all to the Charities. The Charities will 
then forward a check back to the post.
 If someone donates something like a 
painting, how do you handle? A third par-
ty must set valuation to the item. Then a 
letter from the third party must be sent 
along with a letter form the donor stating 
he/she has donated the item.
The Auxiliary must work through the 
American Legion Post.
 We have had major contributions from 
posts who have turned in their charters. 
Letters came in with instructions to use 
for youth programs. One contribution 
was over $149,000. The first use of these 
funds will be to upgrade the technology 

The Chaplain’s Message
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Pictured left to right:   Post 94 Commander Robert Watson; Oratorical Win-
ner Ethan Anderson and his parents, NC Department Commander James D. 
Moore, District 7 Commander Demetrice Rasberry, Oratorical Chairperson 
Ruby Dublin

Dudley, N.C. Saturday, January 11, 
2020. A Dudley resident won the 
annual American Legion District 7 
Oratorical Contest
Ethan Anderson won the contest 
held at the American Legion Post 11, 
Dudley, NC..  Ethan, a 12th grader 
at Spring Creek High School, earned 
a Gold Medal and other awards and 
will now compete at the  Division 
Level against winners of contests in 
other communities.
Each contestant delivered a pre-
pared oration as well as an oration 

on a randomly assigned consti-
tutional topic.  Ethan impressed 
the judges with a speech on 20th 
Amendment.
Since 1938, The American Legion 
High School Oratorical Scholarship 
Program has encouraged the nation-
al high school students to study the 
U.S. Constitution and to hone their 
public speaking skills. For more in-
formation, please visit www.legion.
org/oratorical 

 Old Guilford County Court House, 
Greensboro, NC, Feb. 8, 2020 — An 
Apex, NC High school Student is the 
winner of the Division III Oratorical 
Contest
 Emma Louise Hall won the District 
11 contest held at Apex Town Hall on 
Feb. 1 and went on to win the Division 
III contest at the Old Guilford Coun-
ty Court House on Feb. 8th .  Emma 
Louise Hall, a sophomore earned a 
Gold Oratorical Metal & $100.00 and 
will now compete at the State Contest 
Level, in Pinehurst, March 7th against 
winners of contests in 4 other commu-
nities.
 Each contestant delivered a pre-
pared oration as well as an oration on a 
randomly assigned constitutional top-
ic.  Emma Hall impressed the judges 
with a speech titled KNOW, DEFEND, 
LIVE.
 54 State contestants will compete 
at the National Level in Indianapolis, 
IN on April 17th – 19th and the win-
ner will receive a $20,000 scholarship. 

Second place takes home $17,000, and 
third place gets $15,000.  Each depart-
ment (state) winner who is certified 
into and participates in the national 
contest’s first round receives a $2,000 
scholarship. Those who advance past 
the first round receive an additional 
$2,000 scholarship
 Since 1938, The American Legion 
High School Oratorical Scholarship 
Program has encouraged the nation’s 
high school students to study the U.S. 
Constitution and to hone their public 
speaking skills.
For more information, please visit 
www.legion.org/oratorical 
Contact Mike Sayers, Command-
er, Apex American Legion Post 124,  
msayers1@att.net, 919-345-3566

American Legion Names Winner In Speech Contest

American 
Legion names 

Division III 
winner in 

speech contest

 The Mid-Winter Conference, held 
February 14-15, 2020 at the Hilton Ra-
leigh North Hills, was well attended. We 
had National Vice Commander David 
King in attendance as our special VIP 
guest.  The Auxiliary’s VIP guest was 
National President Nicole Clapp. The 
committee meetings held on Friday, 
accomplished the work of the Legion, 

and the Department Executive meet-
ing was very informative with speak-
ers Terry Snyder, founder of Operation 
North State informed the audience on 
the Christmas boxes sent to deployed 
military as well as the fishing festivals 
and other events they hold for veterans. 
Commander King spoke about National 
Commander Bill Oxford’s Foundation 

for the Future, and gave some history 
on The American Legion. The Legion 
was honored to have Secretary Larry 
Hall of NC Department of Military 
and Veterans Affairs present to award 
checks to American Legion Posts se-
verely damaged in the hurricanes this 
past year. His office partnered with 
The Legion to assist with construction 

and grants for Post 64 in Pollocksville 
and Post 154 in Trenton, NC. The Fri-
day evening event was a 60’s themed 
dance complete with some dressed in 
their 60’s finest! The next meeting will 
be the Annual Convention held June 
11-13, 2020 at the Hilton Raleigh North 
Hills. Plan on attending to participate 
in what the Legion is about.

Mid Winter Conference
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Greensboro Post 
262

Proudly 
Presents

Jerry L. 
McClough

Alternate 
National

Executive 
Committeeman

Military Service:
U.S. Marine Corps, 1989 - 1999
Post Experience:
Paid Up For Life Member
House Committee 2013 – 2014
Chaplain 2013-2014
JROTC Committee 2014 - Present
Adjutant 2015-2018
Commander 2019-2020
District Experience:
Membership Chairman 2013 – 2014
14th District Commander 2016 – 2018
Oratorical Chairman 2016-2018
Division Experience:
Membership 2015-2016
Oratorical Chairman 2019-2020
Division III Commander 2019-2020
Department Experience:
National Security and Foreign 
Relations Commission 2014-2016
Law and Order Committee 2014-2018
Sergeant-at-Arms 2015-Present
Sergeant-at-Arms Asst Chief 2017-2020
Dept Legion College 2013-2019
Dept Legion College Instructor 2016 -2019
JROTC Committee 2017-Present
Oratorical Committee 2017-Present
Oratorical Committee Chairman 2018-2019
Oratorical Committee Vice Chair 2019-2020
National Experience:
National Americanism Council 2015 – 2020
National Legion College Grad 2015
National Oratorical Contest Volunteer 2019
Community Service and Involvement:
Triad Veterans Council Member 2014-2016
Community Veteran Engagement 
Board Member 2013 - 2016
Guilford County School Volunteer, 
Mentor and Lunch Buddy Program 
2013-Present
Destiny Christian Center, Men’s and Veter-
ans 
Ministry Leadership Team Member 
2018-Present
Personal
4 Children, Brandon, Brittany, Brianna, 
Shacon
5 Grandchildren

Michael C. 
Gast

For
District 16 

Commander

Post Experience
Post Commander, 2014-15, 2018-present
Finance Officer, 2015-16
Post Adjutant, 2013-14
Post Vice-Commander, 2013-14

Goals as District Commander
To retain existing members and recruit  new 
members from active duty and retired military. 
As our members grow older,  replacements 
must be made to keep our  posts active.

Christopher 
Smith

for
District 8 

Commander

Military Service:
US Army-27th BN (C )(A) Ft Bragg
Work Experience
Crown ford/Crown automotive-20 years
Post Experience:
21 Continuous yr member
Post Commander, 5 years
Post Service Officer, 10 years
100% Post Commander
District Experience:
District 8 Commander 2017 to present
National Achievement Award, 2018
First to 100% District Commander, 2018
Top District Commander, 2018
100% District Commander Award, 2018
Department Experience:
Jr Sports Shooting Committee, 4 years
Resolutions Committee, 2019-20
VA&R Commission, 2019-20
Legion Education:
American Legion Extension Institute, 2015
Department Legion College, 5 continuous 
years
Community Service
DAV Life Member
DAV Committeeman, 3 years
Certified Service Officer , DAV 18 years
Durham VAMC Volunteer, 18 yrs, 12,000 
hours
DAV/VAVS Hospital Representative 4 years

American 
Legion Post 290 

Presents

Clifton J. 
Kilby Jr

for 
2020-2021 

Division IV 
Commander

Military Service
U.S. Army 1978-1981, M. P. Canine Handler
U. S. Marine Corps 1982-1985, M. P. Canine 
Handler
American Legion
Post level
Americanism Chairman
Judge Advocate
Membership Chairman
Vice-Commander
Post Commander 2017-present
District level
Vice-Commander 2016-17
District 18 Commander 2017-20.
Division level
Division IV Membership Chairman 2016-17
Department level
Boy State Committee
Personal
Southern Baptist
Spouse Cathy H. Kilby, Daughter Jennifer 
Kilby, Sons Clifton J. Kilby III and Calvin E. 
Kilby and spouse Ashley K. Kilby.
Retired: Forsyth Co. Sheriff’s Office, March 
2011.
Coordinator Law Enforcement training, 
Forsyth Tech
March 2011 to present.  
Serves on Mineral Springs Fire and Rescue 
Board of Directors.
Owner Law Valley Farms near Winston-Sa-
lem.

Henry A. 
Haynes 

For
Department 

Chaplain

Military Service
U.S. Army, Chaplain, March 31 1980 to 
March 31 2010.
Installation Chaplain at Fort Jackson, SC.
The Pentagon Chaplain, June 1999 to May 
2002
The events of September 11, 2001 tasked 
the ministry resources of the Pentagon 
Chaplain’s Office to the  maximum. Chaplain 
Haynes’ acquired National Guard Chaplains 
to assist with the demanding services 
required.
Immediately after the attack he provided 
comfort and prayer and visited victims in 
hospitals as well as traveling with 
Senior Leaders to attend services across the 
country.
He provided logistical support to the 
Chaplain Ministry at the crash site in the 
weeks following and to the personnel inside 
the pentagon. 
Post Experience
Member Post 30 Lincolnton
5 year member

Gaither M. 
Keener, Jr
Candidate for
Department 

Judge Advocate
2020-21

Endorsed by 
Hickory Post 48

Legion 
Department Commander, 2014-15
Department Judge Advocate,19 years
Post Commander, 17 years
100 % District 21 Commander 99-2000
Constitution & By-Laws Cmte 1986-87
Dept Baseball Committee 1988-2001
National Baseball Tournament Assistant 
Director, Mid Atlantic, 1995-96
American Legion World Series Tournament 
Assistant, 1999-2003
NC Baseball Hall of Fame Member
Member National Finance Committee
Veteran of US Marines
American Legion Charities, 2002-present, 
Chairman 2015- present
Soldier’s Wish Board of Directors 2010-17
National Finance Commission, Chairman, 
2016-present
Advisory Cmte to National Commander, 
2016- present
Citizen Flag Alliance Advisory Cmte, 
2016-present
Professional Career
Member of law firm McElwee, Hall &  
McElwee, 1977-87 
Retired, Chief Legal Officer, Chief Com-
pliance Officer and Secretary for Lowe’s 
Companies, Inc and it’s wholly owned 
subsidiaries
Wake Forest Univ Deacon Board, member 
and Past President
Wake Forest Univ Board of Visitors, member
Charlotte Presbyterian Cmte on Ministry 
for Pension, Retirement and Compensation, 
Chairman and member of COM 2016-18
Western Carolina Univ Foundation Board, 
member, 2002-2015
Western Carolina Univ Board of Trustees, 
2016-18
Educational Background
School of Law, Wake Forest University, J.D. 
(1977); Carroll W. Weathers Scholar, mem-
ber of Phi Alpha Delta
Western Carolina University, B.A. History, 1972
Duke University, Fuquay Business Sch 
Certification general Business accounting 
and finance1986
Georgetown Law Sch, Certification in Labor, 
1989-90
Northwestern Univ, Certification Industrial 
Business philosophy, 1997
Organizations
Life Member VFW
Life Member DAV
Life Member Marine Corps League
Member ANAVICUS
Member 40 & 8
Personal
Born in Newton, NC, June 15, 1949
Married Beverly Bogle, retired school 
teacher, born in Salisbury, NC
Children, Joseph, and Grace
5 Grandchildren

Shelby Post 82
Proudly 
Presents

Jim  
Quinlan
Department 
Commander

2020-2021

Military Service:
U.S. Marine Corps, 1971 - 1975
Offices Held:
Post 514 Adjutant, 1975-76, West Branch, IA
Post 514 Cmdr, 1977-78, West Branch, IA
Iowa Dept Historian, 1979
IA Asst Dept Adjutant, 1979-84
IA Department Adjutant, 1984-86
IA Dept Public Relations Chair, 1979
American Legion Baseball Dir, 1986-2013
World Series Consultant, 2014-Present
North Carolina:
Post 82 Newsletter Editor, 2015-Present
Post 82 Adjutant, 2016-18
Post 82 Commander, 2018-20
District 23 Vice Commander, 2018-19
District 23 Commander, 2019-20
Children & Youth Comm Chair, 2015-17
Americanism Comm Chair, 2018-19
Nat Cmdr’s Rep- Unconventional
Forces & Intelligence Cmte, 2019-20
Campaign Manager, Bill Oxford for
National Commander
Personal Information:
Married to Linda Quinlan
Auxiliary Member 19 years
Shelby Unit 82 President 2017-19
District 13 President 2019
Past Chair NC Aux Public Relations
Program
Past Chair NC Aux Community Service
Five Children, Julie, Karen, Tricia,
David and Chad
Six Grandchildren

Shelby Post 82
Proudly 
Presents

Woody 
Weaver

for 
District 23 

Commander

Military Experience
USAF – 1961 to 1984 Retired MSgt 
(E-7)

Post Experience
52-year member
Post 530 – 1st Vice Commander 2010 to 
2012
Post 82 – 1st Vice Commander 2018
Vice Commander SAL Squadron 82 – 
2019-2020

District Experience
23rd District Vice Commander – 2019 
to 2020

Department Experience
Vice-Chairman Department Boys State 
– 2018-2020

Personal Information:
Spouse, Vivian Weaver – Unit 82 
5 Children
7 Grand Children 



April - June 2020

55 The North CarolinaThe North Carolina

LLegion egion NNewsews

Eagle Scout 
Project Benefits 

Post 39
 Charlie Blizzard from BSA 
Troop 30 chose American Legion 
Post 39 for his Eagle Scout proj-
ect. Charlie decided to spruce 
up the landscaping for the Post. 
He planted new boxwood bushes 
and added new mulch to the land-
scape.

 American Legion Post 155 and 
District 23 hosted a PTSD semi-
nar on Saturday, Nov. 9 at 2 pm at 
the Post home at 613 E Gold Street. 
The public and veterans were en-
couraged to attend. At the August 
National Convention in Indianapo-
lis, Secretary of Veterans Affairs, 
Robert L Wilkie Jr. stated that 
the number of veteran suicides 
has dropped from 21 a day to 16 
a day and that over 50% of those 
committing suicide are Vietnam 
Veterans.  Seventy percent of all 
those veterans committing suicide 
have never been to a VA Hospital 
to seek help or treatment. Many 
Vietnam Veterans are battling the 

effects of Agent Orange, and the 
various medical problems associ-
ated with that chemical.
 A VA suicide prevention coun-
selor, Kevin Hendrick from Ruth-
erfordton addressed Legionnaires 
and Auxiliary members to learn 
more and perhaps in our own way, 
we can help other veterans with 
the issues.  American Legion mem-
bers want to let veterans know the 
Legion is there to support them.
American Legion District 23 Posts 
consist of Legionnaires from 
Forest City, Fallston, Henrietta, 
Chimney Rock, Kings Mountain 
and Shelby. These six posts have a 
combined membership of 700.  

Kevin was presented with an 
American Legion Centennial pen 
and mini flashlight in appreciation 
for heading up the seminar. 

PTSD Seminar Held

Hickory Post 48
Presents

Bill  
Richard
Department 

Historian

Military Service
USAF, Vietnam era
Post Experience
29 year member
100% Post Commander, 2006-07, 2007-08
2nd Vice Commander, 2008-09, 2009-10
Post Commander, 2006-2008
various committees
District Experience
District 22 Commander, 2008-09, 2009-10
District Delegate to National Convention 
2009-12
Division Experience
Division V Vice Commander, 2010-11
Oratorical Chairman, 2009-10
Department Experience
Gold Brigade, 2013
New Member Recruiter, Class A, 2012-13
Legion Institute Graduate, 2012
Legion College Oratorical Instructor, 2011
Joe Riley Award Recipient, 2010
State Oratorical rep to National Contest, 
2009
Rules and Credentials Committee, 2009
Veterans Affairs and Rehab Commission, 2 
years
Oratorical Committee, 3 years, Vice Chair, 
2 years
Attended Legion College, 8 years
Department Historian, 2018-Present
National Experience
Foreign Relations Council, vice chair, 2012-
13
Attended NEC Meetings, Indianapolis, 
2012-13
Member Anivicus, 2012-present
NC Parade Chairman, National Convention, 
2010
Pioneer Award, 2010
National Foreign Relations Council, 
honorary member
2008-09, 2009-10
National Executive Committeeman, 2014-16
Liaison to Rehabilitation & Rehab Cmte, 
2015
Attended Washington Conference, 
2012-Present
Attended National Convention, 8 years
Convention Delegate, 5 years
Community Experience
Relay for Life, American Cancer Society, 10 
years
In God we Trust Program, District 22
Past Chef de Gare, Voiture 1441
Eagle Scout
Member New Hope Baptist Church
Wife, Elaine, son, Jeremy, Step-daughter, 
Gwendolyn Jones (Rev Byron Jones), 
member Post 48, grandsons
Caleb and Isaac Jones, granddaughter Jaela 
Jones.

East Bend Post 
336

Presents

David S. 
Shore

For 
National 

Executive
Committeeman

2020-2022

Military Service
US Army, 1967-69
Post Experience
25 year member
Post vice-Commander, 2002-03
Post Commander, 2004 to present
100% Post Commander, 14 years
District Experience
District 18 Vice Commander
And Membership Chairman 2004
District 18 Commander, 2005-2010
National Race to the Top Winner, 2005
District 18 Vice Commander and
Membership Chairman 2015
Division Experience
Division IV Commander 2013-14
Division Membership Chairman 2015
Department Experience
Department Commander 2016-17
Americanism Commission 2005-2016
Americanism Comm Chairman, 2015
Fireman, EMS Committee, 2007-2009
Constitution & By-Laws Cmte, 2009-11, 
2013-14
Time & Place Cmte, 2011-12, Chairman
Membership Committee 2015
National Experience
National Homeland Security Council. 2008-
10
Distinguished Guests Cmte, 2012-13
Legislative Council, 2013
Media & Communication Council, 2013
Americanism Commission, 2018-19
National Sgt-at-Arms, 2019-20
Work and Community Experience
Graduate of Appalachian State University
Retired USPS rural mail carrier
Retired Farmer
Presently contract adjuster for 3 crop 
insurance Co.
Retired volunteer Fireman
Board of Directors Boonville VFD
Past President Yadkin Co Volunteer Fire & 
Rescue
Association, 10 years president
Bone Marrow Donor, 1992
Regular Red Cross Donor of platelets, 
plasma
And blood products
2004 NC VFW gold medal firefighter of the 
year
Member and Deacon of Boonville Baptist 
Church
Member Yadkin County Veteran’s Council
Member F.E. Walker DAV Post 61
Family
Wife, Cathy
Children, 
Son and daughter in law, Bradley and 
Amanda Shore
Son and daughter in law Stuart and Tracy 
Shore
Daughter Susan Shore
Grandchildren, Annabelle, Darren, Parker,
Elliott a and Worth Shore
Stepson and wife Jonathan and Stella Young,
Stepson Matthew Young
Step grandchildren, Logan, Brianna and 
Dexter
Winnie, Keaton and Kale.
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 Ninety-two-year-old Rufus 
“Pooch” Pace straightens his U.S. 
Air Force uniform as he sits at a ta-
ble inside American Legion Post 77 
on Fourth Avenue West.
 Beside him is his wife, Jean, look-
ing vibrant and fresh – even warm 
- on an otherwise cold November 
morning.
 The two look like they could be 
headed to church, but it’s Saturday 
and Pooch – who rarely if ever is 
called by his real name – graciously 
has agreed to drive his 2014 Nissan 
to his favorite hangout to be inter-
viewed, perhaps for the last time as 
a leader of the Henderson County 
Honor Guard.
 It’s hard to imagine the Paces 
have been married for 63 years, 
and even more difficult to absorb 
the fact that Pooch has been an ac-
tive member of the Honor Guard 
even longer.
 When the man with a distinc-
tive, hoarse yet high-pitched voice 
carries an American flag during a 
Veterans Day ceremony at Forest 
Lawn Memorial Park Monday, he 
will be answering his final call to 
duty.
 After 70 years of marching in pa-
rades, hastily organizing military 
funerals and scrambling to gather 
enough men to form Honor Guard 

details for Veterans and Memorial 
Day ceremonies, Pace has decided 
to retire.
 “I’m having trouble walking 
around the cemetery because of 
the (uneven) grass,” he says mat-
ter-of-factly, just after ordering 
a round of hot chocolates. “I don’t 
want to stumble, and I don’t want 
anybody to think I’m out there 
drunk.”
 His wife smiles, as she often does, 
at his last comment.
 “He had a lot of responsibility 
getting everything together and 
getting everything ready at the 
cemetery,” she says.
 Pace goes on to talk about his mil-
itary experience and how it began 
after he quit high school in 1945 to 
join what was then known as the 
Army Air Corps.
 After spending 18 months in the 
service, mostly with occupied forc-
es in Japan, he returned to his na-
tive Henderson County – only to 
be recalled as a member of the Air 
Force Reserve in 1951, a year into 
the Korean war.
 “They stationed me in Texas,” he 
said. “They wouldn’t let Reservists 
go overseas; I tried to get them to 
send me, but they wouldn’t.”
Pooch again came back to Hender-
son County, where he has become a 

community treasure to anyone who 
knows him.
 Forest Lawn Memorial Park 
President Shuford Edmisten, a for-
mer U.S. Army sergeant and dec-
orated Vietnam War veteran, says 
Honor Guard details will never be 
the same without Pooch Pace.
“The first thing that comes to mind 
when I think of Pooch is what a great 
man he is - his character, his dedi-
cation to this community and to all 
veterans of all (armed) services,” 
Edmisten said. “He’s probably bur-
ied or helped to bury thousands of 
veterans across this county, and at 
the state Veterans Cemetery in Fay-
etteville. He’s been a true staple.”
 Pace has received an abundance 
of recognition over the years, in-
cluding having his right hand 
bronzed and placed on the Veteran 
Cemetery’s Wall of Oath, where it is 
on display with one representative 
from each of North Carolina’s other 
99 counties.
 As for his nickname - which ev-
erybody knows, but few know of its 
origin - well, there’s really nothing 
to report.
 “I was raised on a farm in Horse 
Shoe, and everybody had nick-
names,” Pace said as he reached 
for his hot chocolate. “People just 
started calling me Pooch. I think it 

started when I was in high school.”
 Pace isn’t one to speak in flowery 
tones, and explains in typical mod-
est fashion why he has remained 
with the Henderson County Honor 
Guard for seven decades.
 “I just enjoy working with peo-
ple,” he said. “It’s an honor to be 
involved with this because anybody 
that’s been in the service, they de-
serve a military funeral as far as 
I’m concerned.
“Every one of them is different,” 
he added. “It’s a different group of 
people and you get different reac-
tions - but they’re always very ap-
preciative.”
So how, then, can the people of 
Henderson County express enough 
gratitude to a man who has demon-
strated unwavering loyalty to his 
fellow soldiers and unprecedent-
ed dedication to the Honor Guard 
while becoming a beloved member 
of the community?
Perhaps we can all stop for a mo-
ment to salute him - if only in our 
minds - and keep him and his wife 
in our prayers.
Stephen Kindland is a freelance 
writer, photographer and author of 
an award-winning children’s book 
titled “I Beg Your Pardon, But This 
Is My Garden!” He can be reached 
at stephenkindland@gmail.com.

Pooch Pace, Henderson County Honor Guard member, Honored

`In early January a film crew 
came to Sylva and American Le-
gion Post 104 to take footage of 
the Charters Of Freedom Memo-
rial in Sylva which is just across 
the parking lot from our Post 
Building. The soldier is Medal Of 
Honor recipient Kyle Carpenter. 

This footage ran around the Na-
tional Anthem at the 2020 Super 
Bowl The Flags were provided by 
the Rotary Club in Sylva as part 
of their Flags For Heros project 
and put in place by the Jackson 
County Maintenance Depart-
ment.  The Charters Of Freedom 

Memorial is a project undertak-
en several months ago by Vance 
Patterson. As part of the cam-
paign, the radio station Five For-
ty Broadcasting, owned by Le-
gionnaire Roy Burnette in Sylva, 
had a telethon and raised $10,000 
to complete this project after the 

fundraising campaign stalled.  It 
was really nice to see the effort 
pay off this way.  It might give 
The Charters Of Freedom cam-
paign a shot in the arm. Vance 
has the goal of erecting a display 
in every community.

2020 Super Bowl Ad shot in Sylva
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Thank you for your service to 
our country and organization. 
As Department President, I 
have had the chance to work 
with some of the best Legion-
naires. Your hard work and 
dedication fills me with pride; 
I am thankful to be a member 
of the Legion Family. Being 
Department President has pro-
vided me with many opportu-
nities to serve our veterans. 
One of my favorite activities 
is serving coffee to local vet-
erans on Tuesday mornings, at 
K&W in Salisbury. There are 
many coffee events throughout 
the state. The Veteran’s Coffee 
gatherings provide a chance 
for veterans to gather together 
and fellowship. Veterans learn 
about upcoming community 
or healthcare events, and they 
participate in a relaxed meet-
ing. Most importantly, they 
have fun, because we all need a 
sense of community. I hope you 
all can find and attend a local 
coffee event.
Mid-Winter Conference was a 
wonderful event. Our National 

President Nicole Clapp inspired 
everyone to keep working and 
caring for our veterans and ac-
tive military. President Nicole 
spoke about her travels and 
tours. We loved hearing about 
her experiences with adaptive 
sports from skiing, kayaking, 
and bicycling, to wearing a 
prosthetic leg. She was able to 
experience how veterans with 
disabilities can still partici-
pate in sports through adaptive 
sports equipment.  
Thank you to everyone who 
has supported the President’s 
Project. The money will be di-
vided between the 4 VAMCs 
in NC for the PTSD units. I 
am proud to say that we have 
surpassed our goal of $20,000. 
We are currently at $20,068.09. 
The treatment that the VAMCs 
provide our veterans, who are 
suffering from PTSD, is costly. 
Some of the treatments use Vir-
tual Reality Exposure Therapy. 
Others need to purchase sound 
machines to help with sleep dis-
orders. Music therapy includes 
buying instruments and send-
ing veterans on trips to Nash-
ville to work with song writers. 

Recreational therapy includes 
day trips, arts, crafts, and gar-
dening. All these treatments 
are expensive. I ask for contin-
ued support of the project, and 
I thank you for your generosity.  
Thank you for celebrating our 
100th Birthday with us. As we 
move into the new century of 
service, I have asked the Auxil-
iary to remember the first part 
of our mission. To support the 
American Legion and to honor 
the sacrifice of those who have 
served by enhancing the lives 
of our veterans, military and 
their families. 
On behalf of the Auxiliary I 
would like to say thank you 
for the beautiful new office. 
The Auxiliary looks forward 
to working with the Legion and 
SAL to grow our Legion Family.  
For God and Country,
ALA Proud

  The Department of North Carolina 
American Legion Auxiliary has been 
busy this year working Membership.  
Our Goal for 2019-2020 is 6,058 and 
we currently have 5,435 paid.  We 
have signed up 520 NEW recruits/
members, but are working to re-en-
list all members that paid last year. 
We are ALL calling these members 
to let them know what their member-
ship means to our Veterans and Chil-
dren and Youth.  We currently have 
51Units that are Goal or Goal Plus, 
several have called to say they will 
be Goal in another week and many 
are close.  
 This is our Centennial Year, and we 
are celebrating!  We are doing Dis-
trict meetings now and hearing how 
our Units are working our Mission. 
We are proud to have the spouses of 
Female Veterans joining our ranks.
 National has ask us to have “One 
Week of Caring & Sharing” April 
1-7th, 2020.  We will work as a group 
to give Membership a week of call-
ing to any member that has NOT paid 
their dues.  We will be sharing with 
our Community “Who we are, What 
we do, and Why we do it”!  We will be 
getting in touch with past members 
to see if they would like to sign back 
up.  We want to grow North Caroli-
na bigger and stronger for years to 
come!  JOIN US!

Left: Austin Grainger from Lowes 
presents a $5,000 dollar grant to Post 
64 Pollocksville to help in the rebuild-
ing effort of their post. Right: Com-
mander Moore presents Secretary 
Larry Hall with a framed American 
Legion emblem for his dedication 
in supporting Veterans across the 

State of North Carolina. Commander 
Moore and the Secretary presented 
a $5,000 dollar check to Division II 
Commander Tom Cerniglia from the 
National Emergency Fund for Post 
154 Trenton to help in their rebuild-
ing efforts.

NEF Checks presented at Conference

President’s 
Message
Julie Smith

Department President

Vice President 
Report
Jill P. Puett

Vice President

President’s Message

Vice President Report
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Pensacola and the fourth has held his 
own ceremonies at the cross. The tri-
al court and an earlier decision by the 
Eleventh Circuit reluctantly agreed 
that the cross was unconstitutional 
under the notorious Lemon test, which 
has often been successfully invoked 
by anti-religious plaintiffs to push re-
ligion out of the public square. Earlier 

this year, however, the Supreme Court 
ordered the Eleventh Circuit to re-
think its ruling in light of the Supreme 
Court’s decision in American Legion, 
which finally scrapped the Lemon test 
in cases involving longstanding sym-
bols.  
 The 78-year-old cross was built in 
the City’s Bayview Park in 1941, as 
the U.S. prepared to enter WWII, as 

a place for the community to unite. 
Since then, Pensacola citizens have 
held community events such as Easter 
sunrise services, Veteran’s Day and 
Memorial Day remembrances, and 
other voluntary gatherings at the mon-
ument, which has become a significant 
symbol for the Pensacola community.
 “Pensacola is a historic city with a 
rich and diverse history. The Bayview 

Cross is an important part of that his-
tory as a symbol of our community’s 
coming together during a national 
crisis,” said Grover C. Robinson IV, 
mayor of Pensacola. “Today the citi-
zens of Pensacola will celebrate our 
long-awaited victory and the preserva-
tion of the Bayview Cross.”  
 

six weeks for us at VA have concen-
trated 78 percent of our time – and 
now, pretty much full-time – on the 
response to the coronavirus.” 
On Thursday (March 12th) the na-
tional office sent an email stating 
that due to health concerns stem-
ming from the coronavirus, that 
travel to department functions by 
the National commander, vice com-
manders, and National staff was 
canceled through the end of March. 

After consulting with the Depart-
ment Judge Advocate and Adjutant, 
I directed the Department to follow 
suite and suspend department and 
post meetings in North Carolina for 
the remainder of March. We will con-
tinue to monitor, and update as need-
ed.
Once again, I want to thank you, for 
allowing me to serve as your Depart-
ment commander. It has been a great 
year and we aren’t finished yet. I 
particularly want to thank my mem-
bership chairman Nancy Phillips for 

the great job she has done this year. 
We have surpassed all our expecta-
tions and that is in no small part due 
to her efforts. Her hard work and 
dedication have paid off. My goal 
this year was to finish in the Top 10 
in the nation. We have accomplished 
that and more. The office staff in Ra-
leigh continues its excellent delivery 
of administrative and logistical sup-
port. We are excited about the move 
to 2940 Falstaff Road. The new facili-
ty will showcase 100 years of service 
to God and Country and provide a 

state-of-the-art home for TALNC as 
we continue our second century of 
service. As with the past generation 
of North Carolina Legionnaires, who 
bought land on New Bern Avenue and 
constructed our current facility, the 
next generation of Legionnaires and 
visitors who walk into the new build-
ing will be able to say, “This is the 
American Legion.” It will speak of 
the pride we have in our organization 
and portray the confidence we have 
in the future. 

New Department  
Service Officer

 My name is Justin Nicholson and I am 
your new Department Service Officer! 
I come to you from the North Carolina 
Department of Military and Veteran 
Affairs in their Winston Salem office, 
where I served as a State VSO repre-
senting Veterans before the Board of 
Veteran Appeals since July of 2018. I 
started working with Veterans in 2012 
and became an accredited Service Offi-
cer with the St. Lucie County Board of 
County Commissioners, Port St Lucie, 
FL back in 2013
 I am a proud United States Marine! I 
served in the Marine Corps from 2006 
to 2011. I am a combat Veteran who 
served in Afghanistan and Iraq. I hold a 
Bachelor of Applied Science in Orga-
nizational Management from Indian 
River State College, Fort Pierce, FL, 
completed Veteran Support Specialist 

(VSS) training given by Duke Universi-
ty and the State of North Carolina, and 
I am currently completing a Master of 
Science in Human Relations and Busi-
ness at Amberton University. 
 As I began my service as DVSO with 
the American Legion Department of 
North Carolina, I think it important to 
share my philosophy regarding claims. 
Every Service Officer has his or her 
own unique style. I like to think I am a 
straight shooter and I try not to sugar 
coat things. For example, a lot of the VA 
backlog is created, unfortunately, by 
Veterans and Service Officers who file 
substandard claims that do not meet the 
minimum requirements.
 I believe the VA is a great organi-
zation. It is in a continual process of 
change. Like all organizations, it can 
always improve in certain areas.  
Will it ever be perfect, probably not. 
However, the VA is good at what it does, 
which is helping Veterans and their 
families!

I will leave you with this, if you are 
filing for service connection or maybe 
you have been denied, you need three 
things to get your claim off the ground.
I like to use a tricycle analogy. A Tricy-
cle has three wheels if you are missing 
anyone of the three wheels, where is 
that tricycle going?......... Nowhere.
The three items you need to file and get 
a service-connected disability approved 
are:
1. An injury, illness, or event while you 

were serving in the military.
2. A current diagnosis or disability or 

recurring or persistent symptoms of 
a disability.

3. A nexus or connection to service 
that shows the injury, illness, or 
event is related to the current diag-
nosis. 

Nexus with Rationale or explanation 
why/how it is related.

If you are missing any of these, where 
is your claim going?...... Nowhere.
So, when you are filing a new claim 

or trying to get your claim approved 
remember the three things.
I am honored to be here to assist our 
Veterans with their disability claims 
and VA questions.
Semper Fi!

Justin.Nicholson318@va.gov
251 N. Main Street, Room 420
Winston-Salem, NC 27155
Phone: (336) 631-5471
Fax: (336) 714 0902
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Post role is important.  Maybe your 
strength is in the digital world.  Ev-
ery Post needs to navigate MyLegion 
and the membership database.  How 
about Graphic Arts?  Design Post fly-
ers to inform the community of your 
events or handle the Post Facebook 
page.  Represent the American Le-
gion in your town or community.  Be 
the voice for Veterans.  Learn more 
about The American Legion through 

our Basic Training.  It’s a free train-
ing session online at www.legion.
org/alei that you can take at your 
own pace.  
 May is when every Post in North 
Carolina is required to hold Post of-
ficer elections.  Dip your toes into 
leadership roles.  Learn about each 
officer’s position in the Officers Man-
ual and carry on.  Posts thrive with 
new officers and new ideas.  Don’t let 
your Post get stuck and stop grow-
ing or stop doing.   Every Post needs 

a representative to attend their Dis-
trict meetings to learn from others 
in your area. Enhance your officer 
& program skills at our NC Legion 
College, July 10 & 11, 2020 at the Red 
Lion Hotel in High Point.  Learn from 
others in the same positions, dealing 
with similar issues and about all our 
programs.    Maybe you’re ready to 
command a District or a Division or 
be part in a Department Committee.  
Make your interests known and at-
tend the Department Convention and 

Conferences.  Someday you could be 
the Department Commander. 
 My mother told me to never com-
plain about the work of others unless 
I was willing to do it myself and a 
wise American Legion Vietnam vet-
eran once told me to get involved, 
be an officer and join a Department 
Committee if I wanted to make a dif-
ference.  Building a Foundation for 
the Future begins at the Post.

imagine God saying to us, “Oh, now you 
need me?!” Yet, God never says that to 
his children. 
Having a regular prayer life is vitally 
important. While it appears from my 
perspective that the universe revolves 
around me, prayer reminds me it doesn’t. 
Prayer helps me to see the bigger pic-
ture. It makes me sensitive to how God is 
interacting with his creation. It convinc-
es me that when “bad” things happen to 
people, God isn’t “getting back” at them, 
but rather “calling them back” into a re-
lationship with him – a relationship that 
is desperately desired by God and des-

perately needed by us. 
Prayer can seem intimidating. At some 
level, it should, as we are approaching 
the throne of grace where the decisions 
of the universe are made. Yet we should 
approach God with the simplicity of a 
child in crying out to God for our needs, 
our frustrations, and our hopes. 
Here is my challenge to you: take one 
baby-step forward in prayer. I encourage 
you to learn more about prayer in your 
faith tradition. Pray for our children, 
our country, and our leaders. We don’t 
always know the specific needs of indi-
viduals or groups, but God does, and I’ve 
learned that I can trust him with all of 
the details. I often just pray, “God, you 

know what is going on in this situation. I 
pray for mercy and healing for the hurt-
ing, grace and peace for the friends and 
family, and that in all things you will get 
the glory and credit.” 
Chaplains, I have a couple of challenges 
for you, too. Pray for the members and 
leaders of your post, division, district, 
and department. Remember that when 
you pray during meetings, you are also 
teaching others how to pray. Prayer is 
our most important responsibility, yet 
rarely noticed task, we have as a chap-
lain. Be a student of prayer and model 
what matters. 
Grace and Peace, +mike

for Boys State.
$17,000 came from Williamston Post 163 
to Charities. This went toward Veterans 
Programs.
The Charities Board has stewardship du-
ties over the funds. They have all signed 
conflict of interest statements.
 There will be another meeting about 
the Charities in July at Legion College. 
The Board has agreed to transfer funds 
from undesignated funds to the NEC 
Scholarship Fund to get the corpus over 
$25,000, plus $5,000 to get it started with 
5 $1,000 scholarships this year.  We will 
get the application out as soon as it is up-
dated.


