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Dear Friends:

On behalf of the Massachusetts Association of Health Plans (MAHP), I welcome you to our 2020 Health Policy Speakers Series. 

This year has been one of unprecedented challenges as we battle a global health crisis. We should all be proud of the way our 
state and health care sector have responded to these challenges and protected our citizens. In particular, our provider community, 
especially our frontline workers, have shown great professionalism, selflessness and creativity as they care for patients afflicted 
with COVID-19. We thank them for their dedication and hard work. We also applaud Governor Baker, Secretary Marylou 
Sudders, the State Legislature and all our public officials who have helped make Massachusetts’ response to this pandemic a 
model for the nation. 

MAHP member health plans have worked tirelessly to meet the challenges of this pandemic, supporting their members and 
providers with the tools they need to successfully beat this virus. In the early days of the pandemic, MAHP member plans 
waived all out of pocket costs for COVID-19 testing and treatment, expanded and promoted access to telemedicine services 
(including for behavioral health) without cost-sharing, and increased access to prescription medications to ensure their members 
have adequate supplies of refills to avoid pharmacy visits. Health plans relaxed provider administrative requirements and worked 
to support vulnerable members with enhanced case management. Health plans also worked in the early months to assist in the 
procurement of personal protective equipment to safeguard health workers and members receiving care at home, and supported a 
special open enrollment period through the Health Connector. 

We will continue to support our members and providers during the coming months as we work collectively to eradicate this virus.

This past spring, due to the pandemic and a prohibition on large group gatherings, we were forced to cancel our annual health 
policy conference. As an alternative to an in-person conference, we decided to launch a virtual speaker series, made up of three 
one-hour forums. Our first speakers will cover a wide variety of topics including Massachusetts’ response to the pandemic, 
what to expect in the coming months and how the pandemic has impacted the local economy and our state’s fiscal health. The 
second forum will explore the national response to the pandemic, what steps must be taken to bend the curve and how effective 
a vaccine will be in preventing the spread of the COVID-19 virus once available. Finally, we will wrap up the series with a 
discussion of the future of the Affordable Care Act and what comes next at the federal level given the presidential election and 
changes in the U.S. House and Senate. 

Le t ter from M A HP ’s P r esident
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Lora M. Pellegrini
President & CEO – MAHP

For the first segment of the Speaker Series to be held on Friday, November 6th, we will be joined by Secretary of the Executive 
Office of Health and Human Services, Marylou Sudders, who has been a leader in the Commonwealth’s fight against the 
pandemic. She will talk about Massachusetts’ response to COVID-19 and what she anticipates as we head into the winter 
months. We will then be joined by the Speaker of the Massachusetts House of Representatives, Robert DeLeo, who will talk 
about the impact of the pandemic on the state’s economy and the state budget as well as what he expects the Legislature to do in 
the final months of the legislative session. 

On Friday, November 20th, Dr. Ashish Jha, MD, Dean of the Brown University School of Public Health and globally 
recognized expert on pandemic preparedness and response, will offer a national perspective on COVID-19 and provide insights 
on where we stand as a nation in fighting the pandemic.

Finally, on December 4th, we will be joined by Jim Braude, Host of Greater Boston and Co-Host of Boston Public Radio, 
John McDonough, DrPH, MPA, Professor of Public Health Practice at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health, and 
Avik Roy, President of the Foundation for Research on Equal Opportunity, who will discuss the impact of the 2020 presidential 
election on health care policy. 

As always, I would like to thank our sponsors for making this speaker series possible, especially our presenting sponsors 
AstraZeneca and Genentech. 

On behalf of the MAHP Board and staff, I hope you find MAHP’s 2020 Health Policy Speaker Series informative and thought-
provoking, and I thank you for taking the time to join us.

Sincerely,
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Agenda

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6

COVID-19 Crisis – An Update from Massachusetts Leaders
9:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.

COVID-19 – Where Does Massachusetts Go from Here?
Marylou Sudders, MSW, ACSW, Secretary, Massachusetts Executive Office of Health & Human Services

9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

State of the State – A View from the Legislature
Robert A. DeLeo, Speaker, Massachusetts House of Representatives

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20

COVID-19 – Where Does the Nation Go from Here?
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Dr. Ashish Jha, MD, Dean, Brown University School of Public Health

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4

Election 2020 – What Does the Presidential Election Mean for Health Care Policy Going 
Forward?
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

John McDonough, DrPH, MPA, Professor of Public Health Practice in the Department of Health Policy & Management, Harvard T.H. 
Chan School of Public Health

Avik Roy, President, Foundation for Research on Equal Opportunity & Policy Editor at Forbes

Moderator:  Jim Braude, Host, Greater Boston, GBH Channel 2; Co-Host, Boston Public Radio, GBH 89.7FM
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AstraZeneca is pleased 
to support MAHP and the 

2020 Health Policy Speakers Series
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Spe a k er Biogr a phies

Marylou Sudders, MSW, ACSW, serves as the Secretary of Health and Human Services for the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts, overseeing 12 agencies and MassHealth, with a combined budget of $24 billion and 22,000 public 
employees delivering essential services that touch the lives of 1 in 4 state residents.  Since joining Governor Baker’s cabinet 
in January 2015, Sudders has advanced strategic policy priorities, including: restructuring MassHealth into a population-
based health coverage system, reforming the child welfare system, addressing the opioid epidemic, integrating physical 
and behavioral health care, and strengthening community-based services.  Sudders co-chairs the Governor’s Interagency 
Council on Housing and Homelessness, the Governor’s Interagency Council on Aging, and chairs the Autism Commission 
and the board of Massachusetts Health Connector, the state’s health insurance marketplace.

Sudders has held leadership roles across the public and private sectors, including serving as the Massachusetts 
Commissioner of Mental Health, a non-profit CEO, and associate professor and program chair at Boston College School 
of Social Work, a top ten nationally-ranked program.  Sudders holds a bachelor’s degree with honors and a master’s degree 
in social work from Boston University, and honorary doctorates from the Massachusetts School of Professional Psychology 
and Bridgewater State University.  She is the recipient of many civic, social work, and professional honors. 

House Speaker Robert A. DeLeo (D-Winthrop) represents the Town of the Winthrop and a portion of the City of 
Revere.  He has served in the Massachusetts House of Representatives since 1991 and became Speaker of the House 
on January 28, 2009. On Jan. 2, 2019, the House re-elected him as Speaker, his sixth term as Speaker.  An award-
winning legislator, Speaker DeLeo led the House during the 2019–2020 legislative session, which took place amid 
the unprecedented COVID-19 global pandemic. The House passed major legislation relating to the COVID-19 State 
of Emergency including a decisive and historic vote to extend the formal legislative session. The House also passed 
legislation to extend unemployment benefits, protect public health, and institute landmark provisions for remote 
voting in the House for the first time in the history of the Commonwealth and expand mail-in voting for local, state 
and federal elections held in 2020. The emergency legislation also included one of the strongest moratoriums in the 
nation protecting tenants and homeowners from eviction and foreclosure and creating opportunities for restaurants to 
serve alcohol, beer and wine for carry out service.

Throughout his tenure, Speaker DeLeo has sought to empower individuals, families and communities by focusing 
on legislation that keeps cities and towns safer and healthier, creates jobs, and increases educational opportunities. 
During the 2019–2020 session prior to the pandemic, the House passed major legislation relating to education, 
transportation, policing reform, and climate change featuring a statewide 2050 net zero greenhouse gas emissions 
limit.  Under his leadership, the House passed nation-leading legislation relating to early education and care, fighting 
the opioid crisis, economic development, gun safety, veteran’s benefits, criminal justice reform, clean energy, and 
protecting civil rights for all.  Speaker DeLeo is a graduate of Boston Latin School. He earned a Bachelor of Arts 
degree from Northeastern University and a Juris Doctorate from Suffolk University Law School. He received an 
honorary Doctorate of Laws degree from Suffolk University in 2009 and an honorary degree from Salem State 
University in 2012. A grandfather of two, Speaker DeLeo resides in Winthrop.
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John E. McDonough, DrPH, MPA, is a professor of practice at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health 
in the Department of Health Policy & Management and Director of the HSPH Center for Executive & Continuing 
Professional Education. Between 2008 and 2010, he served as a Senior Advisor on National Health Reform to the 
U.S. Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions where he worked on the writing and passage of 
the Affordable Care Act. Between 2003 and 2008, he was Executive Director of Health Care For All, Massachusetts’ 
consumer health advocacy organization where he played a leading role in the passage of the 2006 Massachusetts Health 
Reform Law.  From 1998 through 2003, he was an associate professor at the Heller School at Brandeis University.  
From 1985 to 1997, he was a member of the Massachusetts House of Representatives where he co-chaired the Joint 
Committee on Health Care.  His articles have appeared in the New England Journal of Medicine, Health Affairs and 
other journals.  He has written: Inside National Health Reform in 2011 and Experiencing Politics: A Legislator’s Stories of 
Government and Health Care in 2000, both by the University of California Press and the Milbank Fund, and Interests, 
Ideas, and Deregulation: The Fate of Hospital Rate Setting in1998 by the University of Michigan Press. He holds a 
doctorate in public health from the University of Michigan and a master’s in public administration from the Kennedy 
School of Government at Harvard.

Dr. Ashish K. Jha, M.D., M.P.H., is a practicing physician and is recognized globally as an expert on pandemic 
preparedness and response as well as on health policy research and practice. He has led groundbreaking research 
around Ebola and is now on the frontlines of the COVID-19 response, leading national and international analysis 
of key issues and advising state and federal policy makers. Dr. Jha has published more than two hundred original 
research publications in prestigious journals such as the New England Journal of Medicine and the BMJ, and is a 
frequent contributor to a range of public media. He has extensively researched how to improve the quality and 
reduce the cost of health care, focusing on the impact of public health policy nationally and around the globe. On 
September 1, Dr. Jha started his role as the Dean of the School of Public Health at Brown University. Before that, 
Dr. Jha was a faculty member at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health since 2004 and Harvard Medical 
School since 2005. He was the Faculty Director of the Harvard Global Health Institute from 2014 until September 
2020. From 2018 to 2020, he served as the Dean for Global Strategy at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public 
Health. A general internist previously with the West Roxbury VA in Massachusetts, Dr. Jha will continue his practice 
at the Providence VA Medical Center.

Dr. Jha was born in Pursaulia, Bihar, India in 1970. He moved to Toronto, Canada in 1979 and then to the United 
States in 1983. In 1992, Dr. Jha graduated Magna Cum Laude from Columbia University with a B.A. in economics. 
He received his M.D. from Harvard Medical School in 1997 and then trained as a resident in Internal Medicine at 
the University of California, San Francisco. He returned to Boston to complete his fellowship in General Medicine 
from Brigham and Women’s Hospital and Harvard Medical School. In 2004, he completed his Master of Public 
Health degree at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health. He was elected to the National Academy of 
Medicine in 2013.  Twitter: @ashishkjha
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Avik Roy is the President of the Foundation for Research on Equal Opportunity (FREOPP.org), a non-partisan, non-
profit think tank that conducts original research on expanding opportunity to those who least have it. Roy’s work has 
been praised widely on both the right and the left. National Review has called him one of the nation’s “sharpest policy 
minds,” while the New York Times’ Paul Krugman described him as a man of “personal and moral courage.” Roy also 
serves as the Policy Editor at Forbes, where he writes on politics and policy. NBC’s Chuck Todd, on Meet the Press, said 
Roy was one “of the most thoughtful guys [who has] been debating” health care reform. Ezra Klein, editor-in-chief of 
Vox.com, called The Apothecary one of the few “blogs I disagree with [that] I check daily.” 

Roy is the author of Medicare Advantage for All: A Patient-Centered Plan for Universal Coverage and Permanent Fiscal Solvency, 
published by FREOPP in 2019; How Medicaid Fails the Poor, published by Encounter Books in 2013; and other books. He 
serves on the advisory boards of the National Institute for Health Care Management and the Milken Center for Advancing 
the American Dream; is a Senior Advisor to the Bipartisan Policy Center; and co-chaired the Fixing Veterans Health 
Care Policy Taskforce. Roy’s writing has also appeared in The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, The Washington Post, 
USA Today, and The Atlantic, among other publications. He is a frequent guest on television news programs, including 
appearances on CBS, NBC, PBS, HBO, MSNBC, CNN, Fox News, Fox Business, CNBC, and Bloomberg. From 2011 
to 2016, Roy served as a Senior Fellow at the Manhattan Institute for Policy Research. Previously, he served as an analyst 
and portfolio manager at Bain Capital, J.P. Morgan, and other firms. He was born and raised near Detroit, Michigan, 
and graduated from high school in San Antonio, Texas. USA Today named him to its All-USA High School Academic 
First Team, honoring the top 20 high school seniors in the country. Roy was educated at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, where he studied molecular biology, and the Yale University School of Medicine.

Jim Braude is the host of Greater Boston, a news and analysis show, Monday–Thursday on GBH Channel 2. Prior to 
that, he anchored Broadside: The News with Jim Braude, winning Emmy awards for both programs. After 13 years at 
96.9FM, Jim and Margery Eagan now co-host Boston Public Radio at GBH 89.7FM, every day from 11:00–2:00. Jim 
also writes occasionally for the Boston Globe Magazine.

During law school, Jim ran a small retail business in Provincetown (HUBE — Help Us Break Even!). He started his 
professional career as a legal services lawyer in the South Bronx handling housing and prisoners’ rights cases. He was 
the founder and first president of the National Organization of Legal Services Workers (NOLS), a union representing 
staff in civil legal offices for the poor in 35 states. NOLSW helped lead the fight to preserve the national program when 
President Reagan proposed its abolition.  He then served as the executive director of TEAM, the Tax Equity Alliance 
for Massachusetts, a tax reform coalition, during which time he led many ballot campaigns, including the defeat of what 
would have been the largest budget cut on the ballot in U.S. history. He published Otherwise, a magazine on American 
politics, and then served as a Cambridge City Councilor. Jim graduated from the University of Pennsylvania and New 
York University’s Law School.
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pretistrategies.com  

When we see another 
network commit ted 
to delivering the 
best outcomes, we 
know we’re in good 
company. We’re 
proud to partner with 
the Massachusetts 
Association of 
Health Plans in 
advocating for high-
quality, affordable 
healthcare across the 
Commonwealth.

SHAPING 
SOLUTIONS

https://www.pretistrategies.com/
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AstraZeneca is a global, science-led biopharmaceutical company that focuses on the discovery, 
development and commercialization of prescription medicines, primarily for the treatment of 
diseases in three therapy areas – Oncology, Cardiovascular, Renal & Metabolism and Respiratory 
& Immunology. AstraZeneca operates in over 100 countries and its innovative medicines are used 
by millions of patients worldwide. For more information, please visit www.astrazeneca-us.com and 
follow us on Twitter @AstraZenecaUS.

P r esenting Sponsors

Founded more than 40 years ago, Genentech is a leading biotechnology company that discovers, 
develops, manufactures and commercializes medicines to treat patients with serious and life-
threatening medical conditions. The company, a member of the Roche Group, has headquarters in 
South San Francisco, California. Learn more at gene.com.

P l atinu m Sponsors

Preti Strategies is an elite team of former lawmakers and experienced leaders in government relations, 
public affairs and communications. We harness first-hand insight into the realities of lawmaking and 
public policy to deliver exceptional results on behalf of clients seeking to overcome challenges, capitalize 
on opportunities and secure vital business intervests. With offices in Boston, Massachusetts and 
Concord, New Hampshire, we also have roots in Maine and have worked with clients to achieve goals 
nationwide. Working across multiple states, and in partnership with our affiliated law firm, we offer a 
coordinated regional approach to save clients time and money.

At Verrill, our values are reflected in everything we do, from serving our clients and understanding 
their businesses, to empowering our employees and recruiting new talent. We embrace the 
differences that exist between our offices, our practice groups, and the individuals within the firm; 
the commitment we share to our core values unites us and guides our decision-making every day. 
We provide a full spectrum of legal services to the varied organizations and individual professionals 
in the increasingly complex health care industry where organizations face emerging technologies, a 
broader than ever range of business issues, and intense government oversight. Verrill’s Health Care & 
Life Sciences Group is a sought-after partner to health care businesses of all types and welcomes the 
unique challenges and relationships each partnership brings.
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Gol d Sponsor

Headquartered in Cambridge, MA, Alnylam is leading the translation of RNA interference (RNAi) 
into a new class of innovative medicines with the potential to transform the lives of people with 
rare genetic, cardio-metabolic, hepatic infectious, and central nervous system/ocular diseases. Based 
on Nobel Prize-winning science, RNAi therapeutics represent a clinically validated approach for 
the treatment of diseases with unmet need. Alnylam’s commercial RNAi therapeutic products are 
ONPATTRO® (patisiran), approved in the U.S., EU, Canada, Japan, Switzerland, and Brazil, and 
GIVLAARI® (givosiran), approved in the U.S. and EU. Alnylam has six investigational medicines 
in late-stage development. For more information visit www.alnylam.com.

Agios is a biopharmaceutical company passionately committed to applying our leadership in the 
field of cellular metabolism to transform the lives of patients with hematologic malignancies, 
solid tumors and rare genetic diseases. Metabolism is a complex biological process involving 
the uptake and assimilation of nutrients in cells to produce energy and facilitate many of the 
processes required for cellular division and growth. Agios believes that dysregulation of normal 
cellular metabolism plays a crucial role in many genetic diseases, and it is among the first in using 
cellular metabolism as a platform for developing potentially transformative medicines. For more 
information, visit www.agios.com.

Silv er Sponsors

Advisory Board helps leaders and future leaders in the health care industry work smarter and faster 
by providing provocative insights, actionable strategies, and practical tools to support execution. 
With more than 40 years of experience, a team of nearly 200 experts, and a network of over 4,500 
member organizations, we spend more time researching the now and predicting the next than 
anyone else in the health care industry. We know that together we can change the business of 
health care for the better. Visit advisory.com/healthplans.

Alkermes plc is a fully integrated, global biopharmaceutical company developing innovative 
medicines for the treatment of central nervous system (CNS) diseases. The company has a diversified 
commercial product portfolio and a substantial clinical pipeline of product candidates for chronic 
diseases that include schizophrenia, depression, addiction, multiple sclerosis and oncology.
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Massachusetts Association of Nurse Anesthetists (MANA) is a state association dedicated to the 
professional interests of certified registered nurse anesthetists (CRNAs). We are committed to 
patient safety through the advancement of the science and art of anesthesia, as well as the promotion 
of cooperation between nurse anesthetists, all medical professionals, hospitals and other agencies 
interested in anesthesia.  MANA has over 900+ members who practice in a variety of settings 
including being the primary anesthesia providers in most rural areas. CRNAs have been providing 
anesthesia care to patients in the United States for nearly 150 years.

HMS advances healthcare by helping healthcare organizations reduce costs and improve health 
outcomes. Through our industry-leading technology, analytics and engagement solutions, we save 
billions of healthcare dollars annually while helping consumers lead healthier lives. HMS provides 
a broad range of coordination of benefits, payment integrity and population health management 
solutions that help move the healthcare system forward. Visit us at www.hms.com and follow us on 
Twitter at @HMSHealthcare.

HealthEdge is an agile and innovative solutions company focused on providing next-generation, 
business-transforming technology products to the healthcare payor market. For fifteen years we have 
enabled our customers to effectively compete by addressing the business imperatives of the evolving 
healthcare economy.  Our patented, award-winning HealthRules® product suite provides cutting-
edge software products that work independently or together, and include a core administrative 
platform, a complete care management and utilization management solution, business intelligence, 
portals and enterprise-class integration.
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For 95 years, Novo Nordisk, a global leader in diabetes care, has been changing diabetes. We make 
innovative medicines to help people with diabetes manage their disease, believe that people should 
have access to care and treatment options, and offer support programs for patients. Our ultimate goal 
is to defeat diabetes through prevention, detection and better management, and empower people with 
diabetes to live longer, healthier lives. We have built our business on the conviction that the formula 
for lasting success is to stay focused, think long-term and do business in a financially, socially and 
environmentally responsible way.

Vertex is a global biotechnology company that invests in scientific innovation to create transformative 
medicines for people with serious and life-threatening diseases.  We discovered and developed the first 
medicines to treat the underlying cause of cystic fibrosis (CF), a rare, life-threatening genetic disease. 
In addition to clinical development programs in CF, Vertex has more than a dozen ongoing research 
programs focused on the underlying mechanisms of other serious diseases.

Neurocrine Biosciences is a neuroscience-focused, biopharmaceutical company with 28 years 
of experience discovering and developing life-changing treatments for people with serious, 
challenging and under-addressed neurological, endocrine and psychiatric disorders. The company’s 
diverse portfolio includes FDA-approved treatments for tardive dyskinesia, Parkinson’s disease, 
endometriosis* and uterine fibroids*, with three pivotal and five mid-stage clinical programs in 
multiple therapeutic areas. Headquartered in San Diego, Neurocrine Biosciences specializes in 
targeting and interrupting disease-causing mechanisms involving the interconnected pathways of the 
nervous and endocrine systems. For more information, visit neurocrine.com, and follow the company 
on LinkedIn. (*in collaboration with AbbVie)

President’s Letter Agenda Speakers Sponsors MAHP Info

https://www.novonordisk-us.com/
https://www.vrtx.com/
https://www.neurocrine.com/
https://www.neurocrine.com/


https://www.advisory.com/healthplans


The people pictured here are some of the many 
friends and relatives of Agios employees who 
have been affected by cancer. All of us at Agios 
are passionate about transforming patients’ lives. 
This is our vision and what motivates, inspires, 
and drives us.

Agios is passionately committed to transforming 
the lives of patients with cancer and rare genetic 

diseases through scientific leadership in the 
field of cellular metabolism.

AGIOS IS PROUD TO SUPPORT  
THE MASSACHUSETTS ASSOCIATION OF HEALTH PLANS
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Alkermes is 
proud to support 
the Massachusetts 
Association of Health 
Plans 

Alkermes plc is a fully integrated, 
global biopharmaceutical company 
that applies its scientifi c and 
technological expertise to develop 
innovative medicines in the fi elds 
of neuroscience and oncology 
to address the unmet needs and 
challenges of people living with 
debilitating diseases.

For more information about Alkermes, 
please visit: www.alkermes.com

https://www.alkermes.com/


M A HP Info

For more than three decades, the Massachusetts Association of Health Plans (MAHP) has been the leading voice for health plans in Massachusetts. 
We are a non-profit organization committed to promoting high-quality, affordable health care. MAHP represents 16 health plans, and two behavioral 
health organizations which provide health care coverage to nearly 3 million Massachusetts residents. MAHP is a 501(c)(4) organization.

MAHP’s mission is to promote high-quality, affordable and coordinated health care in Massachusetts through advocacy, education and health policy 
research. All MAHP members are dedicated to making health care affordable and improving the health of all citizens in the Commonwealth.

Mor e A bou t M A H P

MAHP Health Plan Members MAHP Affiliate Members

MAHP Board of Directors MAHP Staff

To learn more about MAHP, click on these links:

40 Court Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108

Telephone: 617-338-2244
Online: mahp.com

The Massachusetts Association Of Health Plans
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HealthEdge Software, Inc., 30 Corporate Drive Burlington, MA 01803
T 781.285.1300 F 781.419.6183 E info@healthedge.com W healthedge.com

FUTURE-PROOF YOUR BUSINESS WITH
NEXT-GENERATION CORE ADMINISTRATION
& CARE COORDINATION FOR
TRANSFORMATIVE HEALTH PLANS

https://www.healthedge.com/


Thank you to MAHP and all the distinguished conference speakers for

providing exemplary leadership in the face of the COVID-19 crisis. 

Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists proudly stand with you; serving

on the frontlines and ready to answer any call.

https://www.masscrna.com/


Neurocrine is pleased 
to support MAHP and the 

2020 Health Policy Speakers Series
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MAHP 2020 Health Policy 
Speaker Series

Thank you for attending our speaker series.
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