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THE VOLUNTARY    Passacaglia: the prodigal son     James Biery (b. 1956) 
 

A passacaglia is a musical work in which a single line of music is repeated over and over, usually in the bass, and continuous 
thematic development happens in the upper parts—much like the famous Pachelbel Canon. James Biery’s Passacaglia takes 
the listener through all of the emotions of the Prodigal Son story—questioning, loss, pain, quiet resolution, gently quoting the 
hymn-tune St. Columba at its conclusion. 
 
THE OPENING SENTENCES AND CONFESSION OF SIN 
 

Officiant   Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O 
Lord, my strength and my redeemer. Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 

All    Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and 
we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Officiant Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

2 

THE INVITATORY 
 

Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 

Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.  
 
THE VENITE 
The antiphon is sung at the beginning and as indicated during the chant. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Title: Daily Morning Prayer II, The Invitatory: Venite / Psalm 95 
Music: Plainsong, Tone 4; adapt. Bruce E. Ford (b. 1947); acc. Alec Wyton (b. 1921)   Melody: © 1985 Bruce E. Ford. 
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THE PSALTER Psalm 23 
 Anglican chant by C. Hylton Stewart 

 

1  The Lord is my shepherd; * 
I shall not be in want. 

 

2  He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
and leads me beside still waters. 

 

3  He revives my soul * 
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 

 

4  Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I shall fear no evil; * 
for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

 

5  You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
you have anointed my head with oil, 
and my cup is running over. 

 

6  Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
 and to the Holy Spirit. 
 

 As it was in the beginning, is now, 
 and will be for ever. Amen.  Antiphon 
 
THE FIRST LESSON Ephesians 5:8–14 
 

nce you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—for the fruit 
of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the 
Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is 

shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light becomes 
visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the 
dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O 
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CANTICLE 13: BENEDICTUS ES, DOMINE John Rutter (b. 1941) 
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© 1985, Oxford University Press. Music: John Rutter (b. 1945). Used by permission. 
 
THE SECOND LESSON John 9:1–41 
 

s Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor 
his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must 

work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I 
am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made 
mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of 
Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and 
those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 
Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am 
the man.” But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man 
called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and 
washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
 

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when 
Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received 
his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of the 
Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How 

A 
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can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. So they said again to the blind 
man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
 

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents 
of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? 
How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born 
blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he 
is of age. He will speak for himself.” His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the 
Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the 
synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
 

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to 
God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing 
I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he 
open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you 
want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying, “You 
are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this 
man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do 
not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to 
sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has 
it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he 
could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” 
And they drove him out. 
 

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of 
Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You 
have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 
Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do 
see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not 
blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, 
‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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CANTICLE 15: THE SONG OF MARY     Hymn 438, Woodlands 
 

 

 

 

 
 
THE SERMON The Reverend Hope Eakins 
All sit.  
 
THE APOSTLES CREED 
All stand. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray.  
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All Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name,  
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, 
  and the glory 
  for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE SUFFRAGES 
 

Officiant Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
People And grant us your salvation. 
Officiant Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
People Let your people sing with joy. 
Officiant Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
People For only in you can we live in safety. 
Officiant Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
People And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
Officiant Let your way be known upon earth; 
People Your saving health among all nations. 
Officiant Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
People Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
Officiant Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
People And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.  
 
THE COLLECTS AND PRAYER FOR MISSION 
 

Officiant Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread 
which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in 
him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your 
Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to 
come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

 Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that 
everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that 
we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to the 
knowledge and love of you; for the honor of your name. Amen. 
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HYMN 645, vv. 1,2,5,6    The King of love my shepherd is ST. COLUMBA 
 

 

 

 
 
THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.  
 
THE PEACE  
 

Officiant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All And also with you. 
 

 



 FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

10 

THE WELCOME 
 
THE CLOSING PRAYER AND BLESSING 
 

Officiant Let us pray. Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that 
when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill 
now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world 
knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 Let us bless the Lord. 
 

All Thanks be to God. 
 

Officiant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with us all evermore. Amen.  

 
THE DISMISSAL  
The Deacon dismisses the people, and the people respond. Thanks be to God.  
 
THE VOLUNTARY    Chaconne     Louis Couperin (1626–1661) 
 
 
 

THE PARTICIPANTS IN THE LITURGY 
Officiant: The Reverend Susan Pinkerton 

Preacher: The Reverend Hope Eakins 
Cantors: The Reverend Margie Baker, Rich Barstow  

Organist: Scott Lamlein 
 
 

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons, except where noted, are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission. 
Hymns used by permission of OneLicense, No. A-724992. All rights reserved. 
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In your prayers this week, please pray for: 
 

Peace in our world, for those serving our country in the armed services, and for all victims of war and violence. 
 

The parish of Santa Cruz del Norte, our companion parish in Cuba, and Saint Sauveur School, Les Cayes, Haiti. 
 

Séminaire de Théologie d’Église Épiscopale d’Haïti (STEEH), the Episcopal Seminary in Haiti. 
 

Residents of the Caleb Hitchcock Center at Duncaster; the George Beach Apartments, Allen Place, Hartford; and 
the Hughes Health and Rehabilitation Center. 
 

Our postulant, Michael Corey.  
 

All those whose hurts, burdens and fears are unspoken or unknown. 
 

Those in need of healing, help, and comfort: 
Jim Evans 
Kim Green 
Janet Ray 
Susan Murray 
Brad Babbitt 
Billy Ulrich 
Mary Rose 
Erika Ulrich 

Susan 
Edith Connolly 
Linda Evans 
Sue 
Jen Evans 
Gwain Gillespie 
Lynnie 

Michael 
Beth 
Chris 
Mary Stoughton 
Ellie Brown 
Shep Baker 
 

Mary Byrd 
Whitney Lynch 
Daphne Lynch Fifield 
Lee 
Lonnie 
Micah, Francis & 
  Shadae Gillam 

 

Those celebrating birthdays this week: 
Margaret Thomas 
Andrew Worrell 
Livvy Lorenzo 
Cricket Booker 
Elizabeth Hammond 
Clara Tummescheit 
Shirley Blean 
Laura Hicks 

Molly Fowler 
Paul Farrell 
Emeline Carlisle 
Maggie Grant 
Rich Barstow 
Stuart Carlisle 
Sahara Barrow 
Pam Dimock 

 

Those who have died: 
Murray Buttner, father of Lindsey Carlisle 

 

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer: 
 

Pray for the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui. 
 

In our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:  
 

Pray for Grace Church, Hartford; St. Martin’s, Hartford; St. Monica’s, Hartford; and for ECCT Joint Leadership 
members of the Mission Council, Missionary Society, Standing Committee, Commission on Ministry and 
Donations & Bequests.  

 


