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M 
other Nature provided the terroir,

the scenery and the 300 days of 
sunshine that annually attracts 

tourists to Lake Chelan, Leavenworth and the 
Wenatchee Valley. 

In the past decade, the continued influx of 
talented and trained winemakers is making 
North Central Washington a true four-season 
destination now branded as Cascade Valley 

W ine Country. 
This portion of Washington state already 

had a waiting audience as generations of 
well-heeled tourists have enjoyed weekend 

getaways to the mountains or summer vaca
tions at the lake. 

W hat better playground than Lake Chelan 
in the summertime? An hour away, there's 
Mission Ridge and the Bavarian-themed 
town of Leavenworth, which doubles as a 
gateway to the region's hiking, cross-country 
skiing, rafting and fishing. 

For the wine lover, there's never been a 
better time to explore Cascade Valley Wine 
Country because of the delicious diversity of 
wines. And the winery association's sporty 
touring guide artfully gives wine travelers a 
snapshot into the personality of each winery. 

The association counts 68 member winer
ies and tasting rooms in the region that spans 
Lake Chelan, Leavenworth and the Wenatch
ee Valley. Its proximity to the Cascades 
prompts the group to refer to itself as "Wash
ington's Peak Wine Experience." 

As is often the case in Washington state, a 
port commission stepped up to assist with 
infrastructure, marketing or both. Here, it is 
the Port of Chelan County. 

For example, there's Ivy League grad Craig 
Mitrakul, one of the state's most talented, 
educated and soft-spoken winemakers. He's 
photographed with a cycling helmet and 
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gloves while representing his own Crayelle 
Cellars and also sparkling wine house Karma 
V ineyards in Chelan. 

Boudreaux Cellars owner/winemaker Rob 
Newsom, among the Washington wine in
dustry's rock stars even though his winery is 
in Leavenworth rather than Walla Walla or 

Woodinville, is smiling behind a pair of Ray
Bans with one of his many guitars slung over 

his shoulder. 
Angela Jacobs ofWineGirl Wines in Man

son is holding a pair of competition Riedell 
skate boots for roller derby. Tsillan Cellars 
winemaker Ray Sandidge, who grew up in the 
region and cherishes memories of fishing with 
his grandfather, is holding a fly rod and wear
ing an angler's vest. 

In hindsight, Lake Chelan, Leavenworth 
and the Wenatchee Valley each deserve its 
own 72-hour recon mission because the 
wines, the winemakers and their neighbor
hoods warrant it. 

LAKE CHELAN 

By 1891, Italian immigrant Louis Conti 
reportedly had established a 60-acre vineyard 
near Lake Chelan, yet for more than a centu
ry, orchards swallowed the ridges flanking the 
town of Chelan. 

As the apple market collapsed in the late 
1990s, the Kludt family remembered when 

Washington State University researcher Wal
ter Clore told them of the potential of wine 
grapes at one of their sites. They began the 
transition in 1998 and became modern-day 
pioneers of the Lake Chelan wine industry 
with their vineyard overlooking the north 
shore and their aptly named Lake Chelan 

W inery, the valley's first bonded winery. The 
family also operates Wapato Point Cellars in 
Manson. 

The tempering influence of the glacier-
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carved Lake Chelan, the third-deepest lake in 
the country at 1,486 feet, helps provide pro
tection for the vines in the winter, while the 
heat units during the growing season are 
similar to those of the Walla Walla Valley. 

In 2009, when the federal government 
established the Lake Chelan American Vit
iculture Area, it was the 11th AVA in Wash
ington state and remains within the Colum
bia Valley AVA, and there were a dozen or so 
wineries and about 250 acres of vines. 

Both numbers have changed significantly 
in the past decade, and the Dufenhorst family 
has emerged as one of the leaders with Rocky 
Pond Winery. They purchased the 35-acre 
Clos CheValle Vineyard on the south shore 
of Lake Chelan, and in addition to their 
Woodinville tasting room, they also operate 
the lone tasting room in downtown Chelan. 

Now Seattle businessman Dayjd Dufeoborst
and his wife, Michelle, are full-throttle on 
transforming a riverside orchard between 
Chelan and Wenatchee into Double D Vine
yard, an extremely warm site with 165 acres 
managed by homegrown winemaking talent 
Shane Collins. Among the Cabernet Sauvig
non, Malbec, Merlot, Syrah and Grenache 
plantings is a stunning venue for weddings 
that also will be accessible by boat. 

But perhaps the visionary most responsible 
for Lake Chelan becoming a regional wine 
destination is Dr. Bob Jankelson, the hands
on founding owner of Tsillan Cellars. The 
135-acre Italian-inspired estate he launched in

2000 above the south shore of Lake Chelan
also was a former apple orchard, and it soon
came to be one of the first in the Pacific
Northwest to create a complete grape-to
glass-to-table experience.

His team recently launched "Life in the 
Vineyard;' a remarkable four-seminar pro
gram that allows guests to get hands-on in 
the vineyard and the cellar with winemakers 
Ray Sandidge and Devon Griffith for bud 
break in April, flowering in early June, 

veraison in early August and harvest prep in 
early September. Each corner of the experi
ence comes with a vineyard wagon tour with 
the viticulturist, lunch and wine pairings with 
the winemakers. 

Getting there: It's 183 miles east from 
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Seattle to reach Lake Chelan, which explains 
why the population of Chelan swells from 
4,000 to 25,000 in the summer months. 

Where to stay: Perhaps no wine region in 
the Northwest can match the robust tourism 
resources offered by the Lake Chelan Cham
ber of Commerce, its downtown visitor cen
ter and its website LakeChelan.com. Click on 
"Stay" and find a wide range of options from 
hotels to B&Bs to lake cabin rentals. 

Campbell's Resort on Lake Chelan is a 
historic, multi-generation hotel downtown on 
the sandy beach of Lake Chelan and near the 
bridge spanning the Chelan River. While it 
caters to families, there's also the Bellamia 
Spa, and the restaurant helped set the stan
dard for wine offerings in Washington wine 
country. 

Those wisely looking at a multi-day stay 
should first look at modern cottage rentals at 
The Lookout. Mooring is available at this 
family-themed resort community adjacent to 
Vin du Lac W inery. 

The Lake House at Chelan offers an ideal 
location between the south and north shores 
along Highway 150 and it's just a five-minute 
walk through a neighborhood to downtown 
Chelan. Don Morse Park and the lake are just 
across the road. 

Those wanting to sleep among the vines 
should look at Nefarious Cellars' guest house, 
the erstwhile home of owners/winemaker 
Dean and Heather Neff as they started their 
business and their family. Siren Song also 
books out its estate villa, which sleeps six. 

Where to eat: The influence of British 
Columbia's wine country, just a two-hour 
drive north on Highway 97, is evident in 
Chelan and Manson, where many of the 
area's leading restaurants are at wineries. 
There are six on-premise restaurants counting 
both the north shore and south shore. 

Barbecue in the Vineyard at Lake Chelan 
W inery opens in late spring, and open-air 
family-friendly dining among the vines -
with wine pairings - is a quintessential Cas
cade Valley W ine Country experience. 18 
Brix Restaurant at Karma Vineyards offers 
small plates served among vines and paired 
with the sparkling wines that Craig Mitrakul 

creates for the Pittsinger family. 
Sorrento's Ristorante at Tsillan Cellars 
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