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Newest Members 

Justin Miller and Dylan Bair from Austin, MN 
joined the club this past month. They are driving 
an ‘89 Super Coupe. Welcome to the Club! 

They happen to be the very first members that 
registered with the club via our new Website. It 
worked just great and I would recommend that if 
they meet somebody that wants to join, tell them 
to use the form on ThunderbirdMidwest. Com. 

 
Don’t forget to read the article on page 4 about Oc-
tober’s meeting being the auction fun time. Gloria 
has put a lot of work into this event and Bruce has 
been practicing his auctioneer talent. You wouldn’t 
want to disappoint them, would you? 
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October Meeting Info                                                              Ron Moey—President 

5229 27th Ave S 
Minneapolis, MN 55417 
612-366-5868 
swissrat@yahoo.com 

 

Deb Vangel—V.President 

9324 5th Ave S 
Bloomington, MN 55420 
904-614-2934 
Vangel.Deborah@gmail.com 

 

Doug Plocek-Treasurer 

6400 Landings Court 
Excelsior, MN  55331-9713 
952-470-4570 
dplo2160@gmail.com 
 

Jennifer Hepler— 
                           Secretary 
19152 Ismay Path 
Lakeville, MN  55044                            
612-723-8447 
jjhepler@hotmail.com 
 

Darlene Roehl— 
                Member-at-Large 
20511 Kalmeadow Court                   
Lakeville, MN  55044                            
952-469-6448 
t-roehl@charter.net   
 

Gloria Lonergan— 
                Activity Director 
203 Sidney St,  
Morristown, MN  55052                              
507-685-4486 
glonergan66@yahoo.com 

 
Cliff Lieske— 
              Newsletter Editor 
4160 Tyler St NE 
Columbia Heights,MN 55421 
763-781-8139 
cwlieske@comcast.net  
               

The October Meeting: Saturday the 15th at 1 PM 
Broadway Pizza   
11822 Aberdeen St NE  Blaine, MN  763-755-5080 

Variety of pizza + party salad    $18.00/person 

Price includes the meal + tax + gratuity 

 
Didn’t get a call from your caller? Send Deb an email    

Vangel.Deborah@gmail.com with your count no later than 
Wednesday evening. 
Reminder: If you signed up to attend, then learned you can’t make the 
meeting, call either Deb (904-614-2934) or Ron (612-366-5868). We 
may be able to cancel your selection. If we can’t, you will be responsi-
ble for the charges. 

Item Cost w/logo           

Lt weight jacket, black only $63 w/name 

2XL+$2, 3XL+$6, 4XL+$8 

Heavy weight jacket, black only $97 w/name 

Crewneck sweatshirt  $30 w/emblem 

Hooded full zip sweatshirt $45 w/emblem 

Denim jacket (mens or ladies) $84 w/name 

T-shirts (mens or ladies) $20 w/emblem 

Caps $20 w/emblem 

Shipping extra or pick it up at the  next meeting 

Club Merchandise 
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 President’s Message 

Fall is here and the scenery on our 
cruise was quite spectacular. Was a 
real enjoyable trip with perfect fall 
weather.  It was a real good turn out 
and I got to meet some people I was 
unacquainted with.  Nice trip through 
the Ford (number one) lock, largest 
drop on the river.  This lock no longer 
has any commercial need other than 
pleasure craft.  Be interesting to see if 
it stays open. 
 

Thanks Gloria, for the scavenger hunt, held for the Sep-
tember meeting.  Only Bruce Nelson and Mary Hyberg 
were able to produce every item.  The tough things to get 
were the blue solo cup and the walnut in shell.  Walnuts 
don't appear at the stores until closer to Christmas.  There-
fore; the only option was to bring a black walnut from the 
wild.  I had one and saw only two others.  Was unable to 
produce a real telephone book, hard to believe that they 
are a thing of the past.  Moe's Ice House was a great place 
to hold a meeting, and I'm sure we will be having more 
meetings there in the future. 
 

Auction coming up!  Keep a look out for something inter-
esting that someone would be willing to bid on.  Some item 
is going to be of real interest to 3 or 4 people and will be 
interesting to see if a bidding war develops.  Might be a 
good time to find some Christmas presents. 
 
All the talk about electric cars taking over; well, would you 
believe electric lawnmowers have taken over.  While work-
ing on my mower that I think was clogged with dirty 
gas.  My next-door neighbor came over and offered me 
her old mower, as she just got a new electric mower. That 
one didn't start either!  Both the Lawnboy and Toro have 
the same Briggs and Stratton engine, so off I went to 
Home Depot to get carb. rebuild kits. A quick look through 
the lawn mower section and all they had were electric-
battery lawnmowers.  Menards still had some gas mowers, 
but neither of them had the carb. parts I needed.  Ordered 
online. Looks like there might be an advantage to electric 
mowers. Maybe cars will be next, but I can't see how we 
can ever come up with enough windmills and solar panels 
to power them. 
 
Be Safe and get those cars ready for storage.  Ron 
 

Ron called the meeting to order. We had our meeting at a 
new place for us, Moe’s Ice House. The lunch provided 
was outstanding. So now we have 2 different Moe’s loca-
tion so we’ll have to pay attention to the meeting notice 
each month. The attendance was really light, only 21 
members made this meeting. 
 
Between Bruce and Gloria, next month’s auction was pret-
ty well explained. Should be a fun time. Bruce reminded 
everybody to bring their auction items and the, oh ya, bring 
money so that you can go home with a great buy. 
Ron told us about his first VTCI International Convention 
experience. He just couldn’t get over the quality of the cars 
on the show field. He says his car was a junker but both 
Randy and I disagreed with him. We both think his ‘66 is a 
nice car that maybe just needs a little bit more attention. 
We all have gone through Ron’s feelings  
 
Then came Gloria and the Scavender Hunt she devised for 
this meeting. She had listed 25 items for everyone to find 
prior to the meeting. So as she read off the items one by 
one, there was feedback from the audience such as “I got 
it” , “I couldn’t find one” “Would this count”? But at the end 
of the session, only a couple of members had thought they 
had collected the right items but the Judge Gloria had to 

say whether or not meant her expectations. Only one cou-
ple found everything, all 25 items...Bruce Nelson and Mary 
Hyberg. Way to go guys. It was a fun time and I think eve-
ryone enjoyed it. Thanks Gloria for pulling this off. 
 
One of the surprises for the audience was Ron showing 
slides that he had put together for this meeting. Don’t 
laugh, not everybody can do this but Ron is on his way to 
bigger and better things. Unfortunately he wants to sprint 
before he can jog but he will get there. Give him some 
time, it’s not as easy as it looks. Good job Ron. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Pat Lieske, subbing for Jennifer, the Club Secretary 
 

 

September 2022 Thunderbird Midwest Meeting Minutes 
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Club History File   by Randy Mattson 

              30 YEARS AGO………..According to Thunderbird Midwest News, October 1992 

• 37 members attended last month’s meeting at Park Tavern in Bloomington 

• Dale LaRoche has arranged for us to work at the World of Wheels at the Civic Center in St Paul this winter. We 
need volunteers for easy work. 

• Jack Nessen received a round of applause for his article in last month’s  newsletter. 

• Randy Mattson announced that Thunderbird Midwest, Inc. is now officially a  tax-exempt corporation as recognized 
by the IRS. 

• Many new members this month: Don & Bev Hanson (’64 convertible), Jim &  Alice Yurecko (’60 hardtop), Dick 
Walsh (’64 convertible), John & Karen Ryan (’67 but they just love the ’58 – ‘66s), Roland Anton (’66 town hardtop) 
and Dennis & Kimberly Pudwill (the newsletter didn’t mention their T-bird). 

• Steward Clarke submitted his “Love at First Flight” story. 

• We will be meeting at DeLisi’s in Brooklyn Park this month. 

             20 YEARS AGO………..According to Thunderbird Midwest Special, October 2002 

• We had 60 members in attendance for our meeting at Gulden’s. 

• President John Ryan had the opportunity to assist Dennis Gage, of “My Classic Car” fame, with the power windows 
on Mr Gage’s 1967 Thunderbird. 

• Barry Blazevic announced that the web site is up and working. He’s received 2 inquiries, 1 from Winnipeg and the 
2nd  from a lady from Virginia. 

• New members this month are Ray & Madonna Mochinski (1968 4 dr landau  and a red 1995), Dallas & Mary Jo 
Carlson (1968 2 dr) and Bob & Bev Gerber (1966 landau). 

• Wally Warpeha submitted an article about the salesman who sold a 1962  Roadster to Elvis Presley, the world’s 
most famous Cadillac man. 

• October’s meeting will be at Tasty’s in Blaine. 

              10 YEARS AGO………..According to Thunderbird Midwest Special, October 2012 

• We met at Emma Krumbee’s, Belle Plain & welcomed new members David & Marcia Kirkes & Jim & Carol Bilbrey. 

• The Defeat of Jesse James car show saw 10 Thunderbirds but only 5 from our club. 

• Cliff is looking for members’ baby or graduation pictures for a project he’s working on. 

• Jim & Gloria Lonergan are leading the fall cruise to Waseca and Elysian where we will tour an elk farm.·  

• Last month we said goodbye to Dan & Barb Nordberg, who are moving to Florida. 

ATTENTION: REMEMBER THE AUCTION  

Our meeting place for the October meeting, including the auction, is Broadway Pizza in Blaine… 
……….11822 Aberdeen St NE. The meeting time is our usual, 1 PM, but if you are bringing some items for 
the auction, the meeting room will be available to us at 11:00 AM. This gives us time to get all of the 
items organized. If you have never been there before, once you enter the building, you can take the stairs 
immediately to your right. There is an elevator available also right there in the lobby. 

Latest note from Gloria:  OCTOBER is here. Hope everyone is clearing out and getting ready to donate 
for the auction. If you can't find anything some ideas would be making a basket of items from the store like 
a wine and cheese basket, gift cards can be included in a 
basket, get donations.  Just remember this is NOT for left 
over garage sale items unless in new condition. This is a 
fund raiser for our club . Please bring your items between 
11:00 and 12:00.  So there will be time to set your items on 
the tables. Bruce Nelson will be our auctioneer so we should 
have a fun time. Hope everyone can attend.  It's up to you to 
make this a success for our club.   
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2022 Club Calendar 

huberinsurance@gmail.com 

 

Month Date/s Event Location 

 October 7-10th Bloomington Rendezvous Bloomington/Normal, Illnois 

  15 Meeting, auction night Broadway Pizza 

        

November 19 Meeting VFW 

        

December 4 Christmas Party Caspers 

        

Elmer’s Auction News 
I did not attend the auction but I’ve read quite a few articles about it. So I thought I would try to capture a few of the 
facts. Our club has had at least 2 and maybe 3 visits to this fabulous collection. The amount of inventory  was just 

unbelievable but to me what was really beyond words was how everything was so orga-
nized and displayed.  

Elmer Duellman was 79 when he passed away in 2019 leaving his wife and 7 kids the 
Elmer’s Auto and Toy Museum in Fountain City, Wisconsin. It took a couple of years to 
organize an auction of this magnitude bit in 2022, a 4 day auction was held. Conducting 
this event was the Mecum Auctions, one of the largest auction companies in the whole 
world. There was plenty of media on hand to report everything that took place over a 4 
day event.  

One of the points that was brought out in many of the articles was that just about every-
thing was sold for higher prices than what was expected. It’s anybody’s guess why this 
happened….maybe it was just the right time for an auction involving classic cars, maybe it 
simply because it was Elmer’s auction. He was well known because of his pedal car col-
lection which many thought was the finest in the world. It was estimated that the auction 
included over 800 pedal cars and tractors. The rare ones were sold for prices like 
$24,000, $28,000 and $12,000. It wasn’t just the pedal cars that were available, there 
were 3 of them in particular, a 1959 Chevy Impala convertible ($121,000), a 1966 Plym-
outh Belvedere ($110,000), and a 1959 Charger 500 ($104,000). But the most expensive 

classic, a 1970 Chevy Chevelle SS that went for $240,000, well above the estimated value. There were a total of over 
100 classic cars that were sold.  

Everybody that visited Elmer’s Auto and Toy Museum just couldn’t believe the 1929 Model A that was parked in their 
living room. It was Elmer’s wife, Bernadette, his wife for 56 years, that thought it was so pretty and suggested it’s 
unique parking place. And that’s where is at today. One of the classics that Elmer had collected was a ‘32 pickup that 
became known as the museum pickup. The family will probably part with this vehicle, Elmer took his vary last ride in 
it. When Bernadette passes away, she will take her last ride in it. One special pickup. 

Many car collectors, toy collectors all over the world will miss Elmer Duellman for many reasons. Everyone that visit-
ed his museum outside of Fountain City, Wisconsin will remember it for a long time. He was known as an expert 
when it came to the toys and particularly the pedal cars and tractors. 
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Member’s Special Days 

Jesse James Car Show Wrap-up 

  2...Evy Hunt          15...John Heyn 

  5...Jim Moran        20...Pat Koski 

  9...Jay White         21...Janet Fuss 

10...Karen Kieffer   29…Alice Crosbie  

11...Ron Moey        30...Jeanne French 

12...Dan Gordon      

 

          October Birthdays          October Anniversaries 

   2...Tom & Cherry Knight 

   9...Jim & Lois Hendricks 

 21…Jon & Shelly Kuehlman 

 24...Dennis & Joni Anderson 

 24...Daniel & Gail Trenholm 

  

  

Only 8 Thunderbirds from our club showed up 
this year. Usually some other TBirds join us but 
the weather was a little iffy so some people 
don’t like to get wet. As a matter of fact, it did 
not rain and it turned out to be a nice day. We 
had 3 trophy winners Keiffer’s ‘57, Larson’s ‘59, 
and I believe Cobb’s ‘62.  
Actually the attendance was 
down this year and my only  
guess is the questionable  
weather. Unfortunately for  
the car show, the city put a 
tennis court where many  
cars could have been so  
that did not help. We had a  
nice lunch at the local  
Carbone’s Pizza shop and  
we had an enjoyable  
afternoon just visiting. If you 
weren’t there, make plans  
for next year. 

There were so many 

nice cars at this 

event it was hard to 

choose a favorite. 

But this Maverick 

was my choice and 

since nobody else 

told me about 

theirs!!!................ 
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1963 Thunderbird Hdtp for sale 

Repainted ‘09/’10 No signs of rust. 146K miles. It’s not a $5K 
car or is a $30K car. Asking $22,000 

Edwin Mann  62872 State Hwy 219                             Hewitt, 
MN 56453-4045 

1965 TBird Landau 
parts car 

Call Ken Crosbie   763-
441-3181 

 

 

 

 

 

1960 Thunderbird Hdtp for Sale 

Completely rebuilt 430 engine, Cruiseamatic transmis-
sion, PS, PB, Pwr driver seat. Black/White like new 
interior. Asking $29,900. 

Contact Jerry Johnson   763-229-8336 

NOS Water Pump for sale 

Should fit late flair birds (‘64-’66).  
Asking $50.                                                        
Contact Larry Beno at            
952-258-3487 

‘67 4 Dr T-Bird for Sale 

 
Mileage, 77,000. Engine & transmission rebuilt around the 67,000 
miles  
mark.  
Power steering, brakes, windows, antenna, radio with 8 track player, 
no  
A/C, Clock doesn’t work. 

Contact Don Peterson 
dop@mwsco.com     507-454-3010 

Mileage, 77,000. Engine and transmission rebuilt around the 67,000 miles mark. 

Looks like Jennifer was having a good 

time at lunch. See what you missed? I’m 

sure she was just so thirsty. We told her 

that this photo would be on the first page 

but it didn’t.  

Happy hour was buy a beer and you can 

get a second one for $1.00. Tom Keiffer 

tried just ordering the second beer but 

they wouldn’t do that for him. Everybody 

had a good lunch and we had a good time 

as usual.  

https://connect.xfinity.com/appsuite/#


Cliff & Pat Lieske 
Thunderbird Midwest 

4160 Tyler St NE 
Columbia Heights, MN 55421 
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Broadway Pizza  

11822 Aberdeen St NE  Blaine, MN 


