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Contact: Jack Wake 

Lately we have been experiencing too many late calls 
to attend a meeting. You should expect a call from 
your caller but if you don’t, it’s your responsibility to 
notify Deb by sending an email no later than 
Wednesday evening. Let Deb know your caller 
missed you for whatever reason. Late calls makes it 
hard on too many people so please help us out if this 
situation happens to you. Thank you for your help. 

New Club Members 

Floyd Stocker and Christine Iverson  have 

join the Club and they are driving a 2003 Retro. 

 

Mark & Krystal Jancze from Maplewood, MN al-

so joined the club and they are driving a 2005 Retro.  

Welcome to the club. Hope to see you all soon.  

Now is a good time to join the 
VTCI. The 2022 International 

Convention is only weeks away 
and it’s held in Kansas City, MO, 

almost in our backyard. 



Thunderbird Special Page 2 

June Meeting Info                                                              

Club Merchandise 

Ron Moey—President 

5229 27th Ave S 
Minneapolis, MN 55417 
612-366-5868 
swissrat@yahoo.com 

 

Deb Vangel—V.President 

9324 5th Ave S 
Bloomington, MN 55420 
904-614-2934 
Vangel.Deborah@gmail.com 

 

Doug Plocek-Treasurer 

6400 Landings Court 
Excelsior, MN  55331-9713 
952-470-4570 
dplo2160@gmail.com 
 

Jennifer Hepler— 
                           Secretary 
19152 Ismay Path 
Lakeville, MN  55044                            
612-723-8447 
jjhepler@hotmail.com 
 

Darlene Roehl— 
                Member-at-Large 
20511 Kalmeadow Court                   
Lakeville, MN  55044                            
952-469-6448 
t-roehl@charter.net   
 

Gloria Lonergan— 
                Activity Director 
203 Sidney St,  
Morristown, MN  55052                              
507-685-4486 
glonergan66@yahoo.com 

 
Cliff Lieske— 
              Newsletter Editor 
4160 Tyler St NE 
Columbia Heights,MN 55421 
763-781-8139 
cwlieske@comcast.net  
               

The June Meeting: Saturday the 18th at 6PM  
    VFW Post 5555,  6715 Lake Shore Drive, Richfield     
Menu options will be: 
1.  California Burger w/Chips…... $12 
2.  Walleye Sandwich w/Chips ….$15 
3.  Taco Salad …………………..…$13 
4.  Meatloaf w/Mashed potato's and veggie. $14 
 
The callers will be placing a call to you so that you can tell 
him/her how many will be attending & their menu selection.  

 
Didn’t get a call from your caller? Send Deb an email    

Vangel.Deborah@gmail.com with your count no later than 
Wednesday evening. 

Reminder: If you signed up to attend, then learned you can’t make the 
meeting, call either Deb (904-614-2934) or Ron (612-366-5868). We 
may be able to cancel your selection. If we can’t, you will be responsi-
ble for the charges. 

We are experiencing some difficulty with our present supplier. Darlene 
and Ted have worked with them for a number of years and had a good 
working relationship with them. We do not understand what has hap-
pened but Darlene and Ted are looking for a replacement supplier. If 
you have an order submitted through Darlene, it may take some time 
but hopefully it will be filled as ordered. If there are any other ques-
tions, you can contact Ted & Darlene at 952-469-6448. Also if you 
know of a supplier that may fit our needs, talk with Ted & Darlene ei-
ther by phone or email t-roehl@charter.net. 

A Happy Note 

Following the May meeting, 5 cars made their way from Frankie’s to the home of Otto & Dee Gartner. It was suppose 
to be a Drive By but Otto & Dee met us in their driveway. It was a nice afternoon for a 20+ minute visit. Otto looked 
very good and of course Dee did too. We recalled many of our good times with the club. We had a good visit with our 
friends and it was a perfect ending to a good day. 
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 President’s Message 

It has finally started:  SUMMER!  Hope you all enjoyed our 
very brief Spring.  Most of all remember Memorial Day for 
all the Veterans that gave their lives for this great coun-
try.  I'm sure they would be rolling over in their graves to 
see what has become of the world and our country recent-
ly. 
Had plans to attend the Dam Days festival this year with 
club members but had to change plans.  My nieces' son 
graduated from high school this year and they will be hav-
ing a celebration on that day.  Hope the attendance was 
good and everyone had a good time.  There's always next 
year. 
Will be seeing a lot of old cars and trucks out and about 
this month.  A meetings of interest is the Family Reunion of 
Twin Ports Mustang and Old Ford Club out of Duluth-
Superior and the North Star Mustang Club.  Our members 
Judy Aunet and Kim Culp, who we got a chance to meet at 
our May meeting, are a part of Twin Ports and extend a 
welcome all members of this club.  The event will be held 
on the East Side of the Running Aces Horse Park on Sat-
urday afternoon, June 11th.  Of course, the biggest car 
event in the country will be held at the Minnesota State 
Fairgrounds June 17 to 19. 
It's quite a event, and if you have never been there try to 
make it this year.  You do have be a member of MSRA to 
bring car in but fun to go as spectator.  I can't get in with 

my 66 T-Bird.  Bill Bair, who is now deceased, got me to  
join MSRA after I first got car and we snuck it in as a 
64.  Would you believe some one spotted it as a 66, com-
plained about it and I was tagged and told not to bring it 
back again.  I was too embarrassed about the incident to 
renew my membership.  I still love going there as a specta-
tor. 
Big time car problems.  Took car out of storage at 
sons'  and as he let lift down, somehow it caught and his 
Mustang slid off lift.  Hopefully we can figure out a way to 
correct this.  I hope 
that it is not the end 
of the lift.  (see pic-
ture) 
Once again I want 
to extend the offer 
that was made to 
rent a classic T-Bird 
for a wedding to be 
held in July.  Good 
chance to pick up a 
few hundred dollars.  Up to $500 for 56 to 57 Converti-
ble.  Date Sunday July 24th, drive from downtown Mpls to 
Minnetonka.  Contact me for the contact..      
                                                                      Be Safe, Ron                                                

 

The club met at Frankie’s Pizza in New Hope, MN for a 
pizza buffet with salad and breadsticks.  There were 31 
members present.  Pam Plocek won the drawing for a free 
meal voucher to be used at any upcoming meeting.  The 
30/30/30 card game was won by Don Hunt, Gloria Lon-
ergan, and Kim Culp. 
 
Club President Ron Moey called the meeting to order.  The 
speaker that was lined up had to cancel at the last minute. 
 
Our event committee representative Gloria Lonergan 
talked about the spring cruise to the Cambodian Buddhist 
Temple near Hampton, MN last weekend.  34 members 
enjoyed the visit and learned many things about the prop-
erty and their religion.  Afterwards it was a short drive to 
King’s Place in Miesville, MN for burgers.  The weather 
was beautiful, sunny and warm.  Gloria also discussed 
some upcoming events including Dam Days on June 4

th
, 

an auction fundraiser for the club at the October meeting, 
and the club picnic coming up the end of July. 
 
Cliff Lieske mentioned that Elmer’s Auto & Toy Museum in 
Fountain City, Wisconsin is closing and there will be an 
auction in September. The club had visited there many 
years ago. Cliff also handed out some leftover memorabilia 

he had from the 2014 regional convention in Bloomington, 
MN.   
 
Darlene Roehl, our merchandising representative, gave an 
update on delays in shipping and processing orders for 
various items.  She is searching for a new vendor to ac-
commodate our club’s needs. 
 
Jennifer Hepler discussed an opportunity to display and 
participate in Lakeville, MN’s Pan-O-Prog celebration 
Cruise Night Friday evening July 8th.  See the newsletter 
for more information. 
 
Some new members inquired about name tags.  The infor-
mation to order name tags is on the website.  If you need 
assistance, Roger Boelter would be happy to assist you.  
His email is on the club roster. 
 
After the meeting, several in attendance drove in a cara-
van to long time members Otto & Dee Gardner’s home in 
Bloomington, MN to do a drive by to wave and greet them.   
 
Respectfully submitted, Jennifer Hepler 
Club Secretary 

May Meeting Minutes 
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Club History File   by Randy Mattson 

                                30 YEARS AGO………..According to Thunderbird Midwest News, June, 1992 

• Cindy Mattson has special t-shirts available for $8 for those joining the caravan to the regional in Chicago. 

• Don Langer announced we need 4 more cars for the Northtown Shopping Center Thunderbird Show. 

• Linda Sabacky and Donna Andring have volunteered to help Fern Langer and Marilyn Sykes with the monthly 
membership calling. 

• Jack Nessen had a story on a Thunderbirds only parts and restoration shop in Houston, TX that he toured. 

• June’s meeting will be at T-Bird’s in Maplewood. 

 

20 YEARS AGO………..According to The Thunderbird Special, June, 2002 

• President John Ryan mentioned there are 2 Ford shows this month, one at Apple Valley Ford, the other at the Ford 
Plant. North Country Ford is hosting a Thunderbird show that they hope to make into an annual event. 

• We have 2 caravans to the Regional in Winnipeg, one led by Jack Nessen and the other led by Cliff Lieske. There’s 
a list of what to bring for crossing the border. 

• Wally Warpeha had a 2 page report on The Jefferson Highway, completed in 1927 well before Route 66. He includ-
ed some archaic traffic regulations. 

• June’s meeting will be at Tasty’s Pizza in Blaine. 

•  

10 YEARS AGO……….According to The Thunderbird Special, June, 2012 

• 35 members attended the May meeting at Broadway Pizza. Our new sound system was used for the first time. 

• Jane Rollin reported on the Spring Cruise to Gammelgarden in Scandia. There was also a report on Dam Days in 
Morristown where we were the featured car club. 

• This was the last call to join the caravan to the VTCI’s North Central Regional in Ft Wayne, Indiana. 

• New members welcomed were Don & Evelyn Hunt and their 2002 Retrobird. 

• We have a cruise to our meeting to Finn’s Place in Mayer, MN this month. 

DAM DAYS 2022 ——Wrap Up 

Once again, Dam Days was a success in spite of some rain to start the day. We had 
17 club members making this event. No trophy winners but 17 winners. I started the 
day by locking my keys in my car..(it turned out to be an easy way to spend $100). 
We want to thank Jim & Gloria for their work in having us at their 
home once again. Here’s a couple of unique 
cars in this event that were quite different. A 
Pinto...it’s been years since I’ve seen one. 
And a ’60 TBird with a Lincoln (I think) rear 
end roof including the vinyl. I’m guessing it 
might be one-of-a-kind). What do you think? 
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2022 Spring Cruise—Wrap Up 

The 2022 Spring Cruise was a success from start to finish. It was a short drive from our usual meeting place, 34 
members total on simply a perfect day to the temple. The first part of the visit was actually held on the second floor of 
the temple. This particular day was a huge celebration of Budda’s birthday. The festivities was open to the public so 
quite a our club was a small part of the visitors. At lunch time the group went 10 miles down the road to King’s Place, 
a well know restaurant serving no less than 125 different hamburgers as well as other menu items. We had a meet-
ing room that was just outside of the main restaurant that worked out nicely for our group. The food, based on feed-
back from our group, was excellent and the service could not have been better. Excellent Spring Cruise!!! 

 

                      Some of our members taking a break after enjoying the tour of the grounds.  
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Club calendar 2022          Updated 6/5/2022 
    

Month Date/s Event Location 

June 4 Dam Days Morristown 

 18 Meeting VFW Post  

  17-19 Back-to-the-50's Fair grounds 

        

July 16 Meeting Moe’s  

  30 Picnic, catered Cleary Lake Park 

        

August 10-14th VTCI Convention Kansas City 

  20 Meeting TBD 

        

September 10 Jesse James Car Show Northfield 

  17 Meeting TBD 

        

October 1 or 2nd Fall Cruise TBD 

  7-10th Bloomington Rendezvous Bloomington, Illnois 

  15 Meeting, auction TBD 

        

November 19 Meeting TBD 

        

December 4 Christmas Party TBD 

        

2022 Club Calendar Misc.  
News 

Elmer's Auto & Toy 
Museum Auction               
Fountain City, WI  
Sept 14-17th 
www.mecum.com/auctions-

After our next Club 
meeting, all meeting 
will start at 1 PM, no 
more 6 PM meeting 
after June 2022. 

Our new Website is sched-
uled to be released by the 
end of July 2022. It is look-
ing very good and it will be 
easier to work with. 

I am learning how to work 
with it so I can add the 
newsletters and other 
items. One feature will be 
that the roster can be 
viewed after entering a 
password. What’s one 
more password to forget? 
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2022 Convention Update 

Registration for this event is still open so what are you waiting for? 
To date we have recorded 54 registrations with 42 cars in the 10 
different classes. There will be, so far, 25 cars judged leaving 17 
non-judged cars.The total so far is 98 people with 97 registered for 
the banquet meal and award ceremony. Do we know some details? 
How about 22 people choosing the chicken breast dinner, 46 fo rhe 
beef tenderloin, 26 for the salmon dinner and only 3 for the cheese 
tortellini dinner.  As far as the tours go, there are 37 members 
signed up for the Thursday tour (WWII museum) and 43 for the tour 
(Truman Library) on Friday.  
There’s still time to get your registration in to us but you know it’s 
already June. The convention is only something like 65 days from 

now. If you have any questions about the convention plans or anything else (except the price of gas) you 
can contact me, Scotty Massey (scottymassey62@gmail.com) or Rod Wake (jrwake1316@cox.net). If we 
don’t have an answer, we’ll have to consult with our wives. Someone will have an answer. 

huberinsurance@gmail.com 

  1...Randy Mattson 16...Carol Bilbrey     

  2...Mary Moore      16...Krystal Jancze     

                                17...Jean Bauer 

  5...Mary Hyberg    18...Sandy Wondra 

  9...Dee Gartner     20...Sharon Quern                       

12...Iris Huber         22...Rick Wimmer   

13...Arlene Bartley  24...Cindy Mattson 

15...Tina Irvine        28...Jody Bjornskad 

 

                        Birthdays            Anniversaries 

  3...Rick/Pat Wimmer       

  7...Bob/Tina Irvine 

13...Don/Evy Hunt 

14...Paul/Janet Fuss 

16...Carl/Pat Hartell 

30...Jay/Carol White           
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Want Ads 

1963 Thunderbird Hdtp for sale 

Repainted ‘09/’10 No signs of rust. 146K miles. It’s not a 
$5K car or is a $30K car. Asking $22,000 

Edwin Mann  62872 State Hwy 219                             
Hewitt, MN 56453-4045 

1965 TBird Landau parts car 

Call Ken Crosbie   763-441-3181 

 

 

 

 

 

1960 Thunderbird Hdtp for Sale 

Completely rebuilt 430 engine, Cruiseamatic trans-
mission, PS, PB, Pwr driver seat. Black/White like 
new interior. Asking $29,900. 

Contact Jerry Johnson   763-229-8336 

NOS Water Pump for sale 

Should fit late model flair birds (1864-66). Seller was trying to find a water pump for his early 1964. This one is for 
the late model TBird. Asking $50.                                                        Contact Larry Beno at 952-258-3487 

Instructions for the Ads:   

To place, alter the wording or price, or to eliminate an ad, simply contact me, the editor, and we can make the chang-
es. If you are placing an ad, it helps a great deal if you can include at least one photo. If you want to review the ad 
before publishing the newsletter, work with me and I can send you a copy for your review prior to publishing. 

The Great Race Proposal by Don Hunt 

The Great Race is a 13 day time and distance Rally held each year sponsored by Hemmings Motor News and sever-
al others. This year the race starts in Warwick, RI on June 18th and finishing in Fargo, ND on June 26. The time and 
distance Rally features vintage cars.  

This year’s race takes the cars thru our area with lunch and overnight stops in Wisconsin and northern Minnesota. 
There are overnight stops in Duluth, Detroit Lakes, and the Finish in Fargo, ND. With lunch stops at Brainard Interna-
tional Speedway.  

A few years ago Evy and I drove down to see a lunch stop in Mason City, Iowa and it was a lot of fun. We watched 
the cars arrive, walked around and looked at the parked cras and then watched them leave. 

I am proposing that interested Thunderbird Midwest members drive to Brainard on June 25th to see the lunch break 
at the International Speedway then drive to either Detroit Lakes or Fargo and spend 2 nights watching the cras come 
in at Detroit Lakes and the finish at Fargo. We could also throw in a visit to the Fargo Air Museum. 

Nothing is firmed up at this time. Changes can be made to suit the majority. I just want to see if there’s any interest. 

Below is a proposal Don Hunt has developed with regards to visiting various places where the racers will be. He and 
Ivy have taken in parts of this a few years ago so he knows what’s going on and what to see. It’s an excellent write 
up and well thought out which is Don’s style.  

So if you have questions or are interested in this proposal, contact Don at 952-890-9004. By the way, Pat and I are 
members of the Pioneer Auto Club that’s led by our Club members Don & Diana Roloff. It wouldn’t surprise me a bit 
if that club has plans are attending some of the festivities. Roloff’s can be reached at 701-471-8861 or at 
rolnon@bis.midco.net 



Cliff & Pat Lieske 
Thunderbird Midwest 

4160 Tyler St NE 
Columbia Heights, MN 55421 

VFW Post 5555    6715 Lake Shore Drive  Richfield 

Parking is at a premium so arrive early if possi-

ble. 


