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Revolutionary Love 
The Reverend Lea Mathieu 

 

This summer I will stray from my usual Gospel-lectionary scripture basis to present a 

two-month interactive sermon series on “Revolutionary Love” inspired by Sikh activist 

Valerie Kaur’s book See No Stranger.  With input from UCC clergy colleagues, I will 

develop Kaur’s practices through the lens of Christ’s radical love and grace. Specifically: 

 

July 3: Joy. We cannot wait to love God’s world until it is perfect. Love calls us to find joy 

in the here and now; how do we answer? 

July 10: Breathe. We too often take the air we breathe for granted. Let’s talk about 

inspiration and expiration. Breathe in, breathe out, with love and gratitude.  

July 17: Listen. We’ve recently talked about listening with our hearts to truly understand 

others, and to hear the voice of God. How does love listen in the world?  

July 24: Wonder. How do we approach the world and those we meet? How do we learn 

about that which is outside our immediate experience and understanding? 

July 31: Reimagine. Imaginemos que otro mundo es posible. Let’s imagine that another 

world is possible. How do we envision that possibility? This service at Klindt’s 

Cove on the river will include a baptism. 

August 7: Grieve. We all know someone who has known the deep pain of loss or 

betrayal. Perhaps we have grieved so ourselves.  What does it mean to grieve 

with love? 

August 14: Fight. What does love lead us to fight for? And what form does such fighting 

take for those of us who follow the Prince of Peace? 

August 21: Push. To birth a baby, we push – and it is often painful. The same is true with 

new ways of thinking and being. When do we push, and when do we let go? 

August 28: Transformation. As the sign in my office says, “We cannot become what we 

want to be by remaining what we are.” May we have the courage to become what 

we want to be: a child of God living in and through revolutionary love. 

 

Have a song or poem that fits one of these themes? Let me know, and we’ll include it! 

 

          Lea



Special Services This Summer 

 

Church on Our Feet June 26th. In public witness that God loves everyone, and to 

joyfully support a community that has too often been condemned and marginalized by 

the church, our worship begins at 10:00 on Sunday, June 26th as we march in the Pride 

Parade behind our “Love God + Love People” banner. The meeting point for the parade 

is on 2nd between Madison and Monroe, and the parade ends at the post office.  
At 11:00 we will gather at the sanctuary for a half-hour service followed by a 

special coffee time (see below). You are more than welcome to participate in either or 

both segments of this special morning.  

 

 

 

 

 

We Shall Gather At the River on July 31. We will hold a baptism service at Klindt’s 

Cove on the river on Sunday, July 31, beginning at 10:00, followed by a picnic brunch. 

Cody will be baptized; if anyone else is interested, please contact me ASAP. It promises 

to be a beautiful morning. 

 

 
 

Sally resigned as of June 2 after being our church secretary for 13 years. A token of 
our appreciation will be presented during coffee time on June 26th following our 
11:00 AM service (11:30-ish). All are welcome to come and wish her well. 



Music Notes by Cheryl Ortega 

 

The choir will be taking the summer off; no rehearsals at 9:15. We will return in 

September. 

Cheryl will continue to play for Sunday service. 

If you would like to sing, play an instrument, or suggest a song for meditation 

during worship, let Lea know. Even a short reading or poem! 

 

 

Food Pantry Items for the Summer 

June: Paper Products 

July: Canned Vegetables 

August: Baby Supplies 

 
 

Marolyn gifted me with this blessing before our trip to Germany;  

I pass it on for all traveling this summer 

 

A Travel Blessing by Welleran Poltarnees 

 

o Travel lightly, carrying neither weighty luggage nor burdensome preconceptions.  

o Expect the unexpected, for those who travel rigidly will find much to distress 

them while those who travel flexibly will have many varied adventures.  

o Open yourself so that you apprehend fully, deeply and sympathetically.  

o Remember that wise travelers seek to fully receive the spirit of each place. 

o Let your journey restore childlike freshness of vision, allowing you to see each 

new day and place as a revelation.  

o Delight in the rich variety of ways in which people spend their days and enjoy the 

wonderful variety of structures that they live in.  

o Forget not the infinite variety and beauty of nature’s face. 

o I wish for you to resist the pull of time----to savor each day and place, taking the 

time to explore interesting side streets, climb inviting staircases and talk to any 

who have the time to talk to you. 

o Let the map inspire you, and the road whisper your next destination.  

o May you daily experience the essential kinship of all people beneath the 

accidents of culture.  

o When you return you will find that you have been given the ability to see your 

own land with freshened perception. 

 



Women’s Fellowship News By Joy Krein 

 

Summer is almost here, and thankfully the spring rains have kept the landscape green.  

At our meeting on May 9th, we had a stupendous field trip to Columbia Gorge 

Community College.  We arrived at noon for a no-host lunch held in their boardroom 

followed by a presentation by Wendy Patton, the Foundation Executive Director.   She 

enlightened us on the college’s progress over the last couple of years.   Our tour to the 

new dorm and the new skill center definitely showed that progress as they both are 

amazing facilities.  All of us are welcome to support the college by directing your 

interest to Wendy.  Her email is www.cgccfoundation.org.  

 

At our April meeting we made plans to show our support and appreciation to the staff 

at Colonel Wright Elementary School.  Dotty Layer made all the arrangements with the 

bakery BERRIES, and she and Rymmel Lovell delivered “Cake Pops” to the school on May 

25th.  The principal, Carol Dowsett, wrote a gracious thank you to us: “A big thank you 

from me and my staff for the special treats given to us yesterday (the 25th).  You may 

not know that my birthday was the 24th and I had celebrated my last year as an 

educator with my students.  Following that to be crushed in heart by the horrifying 

taking of children in Texas was devastating. We definitely needed a pick me up.  Thank 

you so much.” 

 

After our summer hiatus, a new year begins in September. A planning committee was 

formed to develop our focus pertaining to the theme: “Body, Soul and Mind”.  Members 

are Corliss Marsh, Adele Barnett, and Pam Westland. Please submit your ideas to Adele 

at barnettfarmslp@hotmail.com  

 

During the summer months, each of us will continue our outreach to HAVEN by 

purchasing feminine hygiene products.  Bring your items to the drop-off box near the 

office.  In August we will support the Wall Dogs any way we can.  Also, during the same 

month, we will provide snacks for the actors as they practice here for the musical, 

Godspell Jr.  Next fall we will continue to focus on our outreach to Colonel Wright 

Elementary School, the Backpack Program, and the incarcerated youth at NORCOR.   

 

Don’t forget to consider attending the UCC NW Regional Women’s Retreat XII at 

Salishan Coast Lodge at Gleneden Beach, Oregon November 4-6.  Check out their 

website (www.nrwr.org) to learn about the cost, activities and speakers that support 

their theme:  WAVES of PEACE.   

 

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER! 

http://www.cgccfoundation.org/
mailto:barnettfarmslp@hotmail.com
http://www.nrwr.org/


Community Clean-Up 

 

On Saturday, July 9, we will again co-host the community clean up beginning at 10:00 

AM at Thompson Park. Bring your work gloves and prepare to have fun while doing 

good for our community! 

 

 

ONA Corner By Mark Ulrich 

 

The OPEN AND AFFIRMING COALITION hosts a contemplative service of 

daily Taizé Morning Prayer that continues through June 2022. Join them 

for a 25-minute contemplative service at 9 or 11 am ET. With Taizé chant, psalms, silence 

and intercessory prayer, this inclusive service is based on ancient Christian traditions. In 

this time of anxiety and conflict, Morning Prayer with the ONA Family can help you start 

your day with centering calm. If you are interested you can register at 

https://openandaffirming.networkforgood.com/events/40218-morning-prayer-for-the-

ona-family This is a free registration; the link is provided so persons interested in 

attending can get the link for the Zoom meeting via email. The same link is good for all 

of the services.  

 

Also, if you follow ONA Coalition Facebook page, they often feature other United 

Church of Christ churches that made the decision to be part of the ONA family. I 

encourage you to follow their page and post a message of welcome to the new 

churches featured. At time of this writing, they have featured ONA church #1705, Salem 

UCC, Oak Lawn, IL. They speak of different ministries that our different churches have.  

 

Add by Lea: The ONA Coalition celebrates its 50th anniversary August 5th-7th. The 

national gathering will be online, and our church will register for at least one evening 

that we can watch together here. For more information, click here. 
 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

Registration for our study trip with Mejdi 

Tours to Israel and the West Bank is open 

until August 1, 2022, for a trip in late 

October-early November. See 

https://www.mejditours.com/open-tour/dalles-uuc-tour/ for more 

information, or talk with Lea. 
  

https://openandaffirming.networkforgood.com/events/40218-morning-prayer-for-the-ona-family
https://openandaffirming.networkforgood.com/events/40218-morning-prayer-for-the-ona-family
https://www.facebook.com/UCC.Coalition
https://openandaffirming.networkforgood.com/events/44056-2022-ona-national-gathering?utm_campaign=dms_email_blast_1924448
https://www.mejditours.com/open-tour/dalles-uuc-tour/


AFS Host Families Sought  

By Rymmel Lovell 

 

The Dalles Chapter of American Field 

Service is looking for one or two host 

families for foreign exchange students 

arriving in August 2022 for the school year 

’22-’23.  There are semester students Aug.-

Dec. and year students Aug.-June.   

For more information contact me at 

541-296-6546 or tlovell@netcnct.net. 

 

This beautiful poem by Rosemerry Wahtola 

Trommer was shared by Rhiannon – thanks! 

 
 

Men’s Breakfast will 

NOT meet in July; see 

you again August 7th. 

 

Summer Celebrations  

 
June Birthdays 

MaryLee Hattenhauer  10 

Lynn Wilcox   13 

Tama Bolton   14 

Lyle Miller   18 

Bonnie Long   22 

Darrell Clark   23 

Cheryl Ortega   24 

Karl Vercouteren  24 

Traci Witkowski  24 

Tom Peachey   26 

Bill Matthew   30 

June Anniversary 

John & Deidre Baumgarten 19 

July Birthdays 

Olivia Witkowski   4 

Sohaila Witkowski   6 

Judy Dinnell   9 

Rymmel Lovell   26 

Robert Bailey   30 

Shirley Ulrich   31 

July Anniversaries 

Tom & Sue Peachey  5 

Jim & Lynn Wilcox  6  

August Birthdays 

Jeff Minnick                         3 

Lea Mathieu   5 

Annabelle Lavier  6 

Nikki Lesich   14 

James Beckwith  19 

Jesse Witkowski  19 

Denise Miles   26 

Brenda Ragar   30 

Dale Thompson  31 

August Anniversaries 

Randy and Susan Stewart 7 

Dale & Patti Thompson 18 

Brenda & Gary Ragar  25 

Ernie & Adele Barnett  25 

Bill & Corliss Marsh  29 

 

mailto:tlovell@netcnct.net

