
Greetings Bethel family! 
As we approach one of 

the glorious times of the 
year in our Christian faith I want to share some thoughts 
on the resurrection. Many times we focus on Jesus’ death 
because we are so thankful that He died for our sins. But 
we forget that Jesus’ death and His resurrection are insep-
arable. We could not have one without the other. As I think 
about the ministry here at Bethel I am reminded 
that we have to help many process through the 
grief of death in addiction. A part of that pro-
cessing is understanding that what Jesus did 
for us does not stop at death because He did 
resurrect. What the men and women get here 
at Bethel are the tools of overcoming. That is 
all packaged into a personal relationship with 
God! That relationship is for now and for eter-
nity. And so His resurrection affects the now 
and our forever. Jesus’ resurrection teaches 
us some eternal truths like: 

• It confirms that the Scripture is true: It was 
prophesied in Scripture that the Christ would 
die and rise again. “For You will not leave my 
soul in Sheol, nor will You allow Your Holy One to 
see corruption. You will show me the path of life; in Your 
presence is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures 
forevermore.” Psalm 16:10-11   Even Jesus said of His own 
death, “For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the 
belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days 
and three nights in the heart of the earth.”  Matt 12:40   

Since 1948

Jesus’ resurrection helps us trust every word of God’s Holy 
Word! The fact that Jesus is alive today means that He is 
able to save today.

• It confirms that Jesus is the Son of God:  Rom. 1:4: “and 
declared to be the Son of God with power according to the 
Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.” If Je-
sus died and remained dead, He would be like the millions 

who went before Him and the millions who came after 
Him. But that is not what happened. Christ’s resur-

rection proves that He is of a unique status: the 
Son of God. His resurrection helps understand 
that God is truly with us. 

• It confirms we are justified before God: 
Rom. 4:25 “who was delivered up because of 
our offenses, and was raised because of our 
justification.” Justification means “to be put 
right with.” Because of our sins and bondage, 
we were separated from God and incapable 
of a relationship with Him. Scripture calls us 
“objects of wrath” because God has to exert 

His wrath on those who break His law. With-
out Jesus stepping in to correct this situation, 

we cannot have the relationship with God that He 
intended. In the death of Jesus on the cross, God put our 
punishment on Christ so that we could be justified before 
Him. The resurrection of Jesus confirms that God accepted 
Christ’s sacrifice for sin on the cross and gives us access to 
a right relationship with Him. I can know the Father!

• It gives Christians a living hope: Being forgiven of our sins 
and justified before God gives Christians tremendous hope. 
That means we have been changed from being an enemy 
of God bound for hell, to becoming a forgiven child of God 
with an eternal inheritance in heaven that can never be 
taken away. What can be better news than that? 1 Pet. 1:3-
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What Does the Resurrection 
Teach Us?
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4 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us 
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible and 
undefiled and that does not fade away, re-
served in heaven for you.”

• It confirms that Jesus defeat-
ed death: Rom. 6:9, “knowing 
that Christ, having been raised from 
the dead, dies no more. Death no lon-
ger has dominion over Him.” Sin is the 
enemy of mankind and the just punish-
ment for each person’s individual sin leads 
to death. The mortality rate is and will always be 
100%. No amount of effort, medical technology, power or 
riches can escape the clutches of death.

Christ rose from the dead because death could no longer 
hold Him, and we no longer have to fear death because 
Christ has triumphed over it. Death is no longer an enemy 
because in Christ, we no longer have to fear the punish-
ment that comes after death. We will be raised like Him. 

The Apostle Paul explains through 1 Cor. 15 that Christ is de-
scribed as the first fruits of the resurrection from the dead, 
meaning that His resurrection is a precursor to the resur-
rection of all believers, “For as by a man came death, by a 

man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 
For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall 

all be made alive.”

Christians will enjoy the resurrected life 
just like Christ did, with glorified bodies 
raised in power. We may suffer in this life 

with many pains and illnesses, but in the 
life to come, we will not suffer, but enjoy the 

perfect bodies we have always longed for.

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He 
who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.  And 
whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you 
believe this?” John 11:25-26

Pastor Paul and Stacy Pruitt
Executive Director

I am a North Carolina 
native whose parents 
were products of the 
70’s.  They attempted 
to give me the life they 
never had.  I was car-

ried to church at an early age by my grandmother.  I made 
a profession of faith in Jesus at VBS at the age of 8. Then 
I proceeded to live my life in complete rebellion to God’s 
principles as set forth in Scripture.  I learned to become a 
professional liar and manipulator.  I used any substance I 
could get my hands on.  I not only used substances but also 
people.  Being completely self-centered, and self-righteous.  

When I came to Bethel Colony of Mercy in July of 2020, it 
was my 18th admission to a facility that deals with addiction.  
It wasn’t until after a few setbacks that the Lord actually 
got my attention.  I believed I was saved at an early age but 
I was deceived.  When the Lord saved me, my heart was 

Joshua Whiteside

completely changed.  For the first time ever I have no desire 
for the things of this world.  I also have contentment and joy 
that comes from knowing Christ.  I realize that I will always 
be a slave to something according to Romans 6:16; “Know 
ye not that to whom ye yield yourself slaves to obey, his 
slave ye are to whom ye obey; whether sin unto death, or 
of obedience unto righteousness.”

Praise God I now yield to obedience in Christ Jesus.  After 
completing Bethel’s basic 65-day program, I completed the 
6-month Vocational Student Program.  From there I became 
a part of the volunteer staff at Bethel.  Since that time I have 
had one set-back and have now been re-instated to volun-
teer staff. I learned from this experience that with God’s 
grace along with loving accountability I can walk in freedom.  
I praise God for His restoration!

Purchasing/Canteen
Manager

Let the Redeemed of the Lord Say So
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 Counseling Corner

I was thinking of the Lord’s 
prayer in Matthew 6:9-10. 

Jesus taught the disciples how to pray. He said to them, 
“In this manner, therefore pray: ‘Our Father in heav-
en, Hallowed be Your name. Your Kingdom come. Your 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.’” We know 
that Jesus faced His agony for the coming suffering 
He would endure on the cross by praying His Father’s 
will in the Garden of Gethsemane. Instead of letting 
fear overwhelm him, He knelt down on His knees and 
prayed, Father not My will, but Yours be done. Surely 
trembling of being forsaken by the Father as He was 
about to take sin and death for us. “And about the 
ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, 
lama sabachthani’” that is ‘My God, My God, why 
have you forsaken me?’” Jesus was willfully and habit-
ually living in the will of God with His Father’s strength.

It is the Father’s will that His saints take up the same 
mantle as the Son took upon Himself. “Not my will, but 
thy will be done.”  The French Protestant Edmond de 
Pressense wrote a telling truth. “My will, and not thy 
will be done, turned paradise into a desert. Not my 
will, but thy will be done, turned the desert into para-
dise, and made Gethsemane the gate of heaven.”

Looking at the body of Christ, the faithful are living in 
the will of God. By praying God’s will to be done, we 
are petitioning for any obstacles to be abandoned. Dr. 
C. L. Culpepper, a Southern Baptist Missionary to Chi-
na during the Shantung Revival in the 1920-30’s, wrote 
the book, Total Abandonment to the Will of God: The 
Essence of Christian Living. Cathi and I had the privilege 
of meeting this dear man of God when he preached re-
vival at Sandy Hill Baptist Church while I was stationed 
at Ft. Polk, LA in 1979-80. 

It is the faithful’s delight to live in the will of God. It is 
“The Essence of Christian Living.”  Having been called 
by God to repentance, we are sanctified in Christ Je-
sus. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new cre-
ation; old things have passed away, behold all things 
have become new.” (II Corinthians 5:17) From this en-
trance into the kingdom of God we are urged by the 
apostle Paul to pursue sanctification. To the church at 
Thessalonica he urges them to pursue righteousness. 
“Finally, my brethren, we urge and exhort in the Lord 

Jesus that you should abound more and more, just as 
you received from us how you ought to walk and to 
please God: for you know what commandments we 
gave you through the Lord Jesus. For this is the will 
of God your sanctification: --- For God did not call us 
to uncleanness, but to holiness.” (I Thessalonians 4:1-
4,7) “Sanctification may be defined as that gracious 
and continuous operation of the Holy Spirit, by which 
He delivers the justified sinner from the pollution of 
sin, renews his whole nature in the image of God, and 
enables him to perform good works.” Systematic The-
ology by L. Berkhof.

Toward the end of the letter to the Thessalonian Chris-
tians Paul prays for God to sanctify them. “Now may 
the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely: and 
may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved 
blameless at the coming of Christ. He who calls you is 
faithful, who also will do it.” (I Thessalonians 5:23-24)

Oswald Chambers writes on the latter text about sanc-
tification in the February 8th selection in his devotional, 
My Utmost for His Highest. It is titled, Instantaneous 
and Insistent Sanctification and is revelatory. “When 
we pray to be sanctified, are we prepared to face the 
standard of these verses? We take the term sanctifi-
cation too lightly. Are we prepared for what sanctifi-
cation will cost? It will cost an intense narrowing of 
our interests on earth, an immense broadening of our 
interest in God. Sanctification means intense concen-
tration on God’s point of view. It means every power 
of body, soul, and spirit chained and kept for God’s 
purpose only. --- Sanctification means being made 
one with Jesus so that the disposition that ruled Him 
will rule us. Are we prepared for what that will cost? 
It will cost everything that is not of God in us?” This 
is living in total abandonment to the will of God. As Dr. 
C. L. Culpepper calls it, the essence of Christian living. 

Where the grace blows,

Living In the Will of God

 Director of Counseling
Pastor Don Loss
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It has been five months since 
Pastor Johnny and I began 

our journey as co-directors at Bethel Women’s Campus. It’s 
new, and we are learning to look at people with new eyes. 
One thing we commonly see is a body in need of healing. 
Many students deal with the aftermath of years of addic-
tion, and their health has been compromised. Additionally, 
sometimes we have to deal with a mind in need of sound-
ness.  Many ladies deal with mental health conditions rang-
ing from PTSD to Schizophrenia. But the most evident thing 
we see when a new lady comes in is a broken heart. The 
root of most addiction seems to be broken-heartedness, 
where trauma as a young person leaves that individual 
feeling unsafe or unloved, and it eats away at them. The 
way they cope with that cancerous erosion of their hearts 
is through a substance that promises to numb the pain or 
distract from the worry, while in reality it enslaves and de-
stroys them. But when they come through the gate of the 
Women’s Campus, these women begin to experience what 
we know to be true: that Jesus is here for them “to heal the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the 
opening of the prison to those who are bound” (Isaiah 61:1 
NKJV).
God has sent laborers alongside us who share the heart of 
God for these students. Following is the testimony of Ms. 
Donna Bowman, our Project Manager, including a brief de-
scription of how God called her to this ministry.  

After the break-up of my 30-year marriage, I 
knew that I needed to make a change in my life but I 
did not know what direction or how to do it. My cousin 
was called to start Celebrate Recovery at my church and 
asked me if I wanted to be a co-leader of the drug and 
alcohol small group.  I asked him “why me? I don’t have a 
drug or alcohol problem.” He quickly reminded me of my 
failed marriage, which was due to drug and alcohol abuse 
and me trying to fix my husband. Once I began Celebrate 
Recovery, I knew this was my passion and realized my 
drug of choice was not a substance but codependency. 
We began to assist other churches like Living Hope and 
Living Word in setting up other Celebrate Recovery Pro-
grams. When our home church dissolved the program I 
was so empty. Nothing really filled that void. 

My 27-year old daughter passed away in 2015. I 
was so angry and devastated and did not see any way out 
of the bitterness I had towards God. How would He ever 
restore me? I was told by my Living Word Celebrate Re-
covery sisters about a local church called Harvest where 
the Pastor had been involved with Celebrate Recovery. I 
decided to give it a try. 

Donna McCall, then Director of the Women’s Cam-
pus, came to visit not long after I arrived at Harvest and 
spoke about Bethel Colony of Mercy Women’s Campus. 
I had heard about Bethel Colony Men’s Campus through 
my cousin who also struggled with drugs and alcohol and 
other men who joined our Celebrate Recovery groups. I 
was excited to learn more about the Women’s Campus. I 
was invited to come and visit before the campus was even 
finished. When I drove across that bridge I knew this is 
where God was calling me. 

These ladies inspire me every day. God has re-
stored my heart through these women and after the loss 
of my daughter I did not think that would be possible.  
By His grace I am exactly where I should be and until He 
calls me home there is no other place that I want to be. 
Isaiah 43:19: “Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall 
spring forth; shall ye not know it? I will even make a way 
in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.”

PastorJohnny and Regina Kelly

Women’s Campus News
The Heart Behind the Work

Women’s Campus Directors

Donna Bowman
BCW Project manager
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My brief childhood all I felt was distress
Especially after my dad got busted

with pounds of meth.
Because of it a hitman came to kill me
Ran over by a car in ’95, March 17th,

It took a while in traction to heal.
To a 17-year old this was a big deal

Cause I lost my scholarships, the future I had planned.
I crossed the stage in crutches
to get the diploma in my hand.

Healing took place slowly. Oh, the pain I did feel,
Refusing pain meds so getting drunk

became my next ordeal
Stayed in that place, passed out in public,

throwing up ruffage.
Weed and speed would replace alcohol,

Living in my car was a fight for all.
Driving endless never wanted to rest,

I was running from something in me at best.
Missing life; missing me,

Paying ranch mortgage for my daddy.
Years went by, there were promises of land

But I never did get the deed in my hand.
Forgiveness has been hard to muster

Little by little life lost its’ luster.
Angry and shaking, anxiety boils,

Day after day life took its’ toils
In raging pain inside and out.

Now opiods were to be my next bout.
God, please help me, I did write.

Cut off of pain pills, wanted to take my life.
Standing in line like a soup kitchen for methadone,
I don’t care where I’m going. God just take me on.

Bowels shut down, digestion don’t work
Subutex did nothing but hurt.

The streets I was beginning to find
So called friends, I’m losing my mind.

Oh, God, please save me from this despair.
Where could He be, I’m picking the air.
12 years passed, I ended up on meth

The thing that originally started this mess.
Spent time in and out of jail,
God, take me out of this cell.

I decided there I wouldn’t be the butterfly,
I was already there so that was a lie.
My kids’ childhoods now I’ve missed,

Never there to give ‘em a kiss.
Crying from regret every single day,

Where are you, God, I’m alone in this place.
Homelessness is hopelessness it would seem

Deprivation at its’ worst, all a dark dream,
Meeting Christians seeing a glow you just can’t reach

How did you get that, tell me, teach me.
I can’t stand this life any further.

Wallowing in pity, nowhere to leave,
Crying all the time, wiping my nose on my sleeve.
Barefoot and broken, heart stolen by something

I can’t see, God, where are you?
Why am I starving inside?

I gotta get high to know I’m alive,
Numb the pain for its hell I’ve arrived.

I’m so hungry, I’m so cold, 20 years, I’m breathing,
I’m getting old. I’ve nothing to offer my kids or friends

Guess I’ll stay here with all of them,
Throwing gas on each other.

Angels, God please send.
Then one day someone was called to give hope
A falling home, a lady, I was still fighting dope,

In the name of Jesus just go away.
Dealers surely did turn their face

I’m looking at this lady admiring her grace.
November 7, 2021 she took me to Bethel Baptist Church

Peace exceeding understanding –
Now this began to heal my hurt.
They sent me to Bethel Colony.

God’s replacing all the devil robbed from me.
Satan’s falling like a meteor from my life

I’m shaking him off and all his strife.
Angels surround me day and night.

God loves me with all His might.
The gloom and depression I’ve been spared

It’s His love with me He shared
Saving me from inevitable despair.

Dirty couches in empty houses had become my home
Extreme fear of the unknown.

Everyone had left once I was alone
Until in my heart He placed a song.
Glimmers of hope they do abound

I once was lost, now I’m found.
Visions of angels, and my mind is sound
Christ places His love for me all around.
Grace lives in humble and loving faces

Churches become refuges; not just places.
Peace, love, and joy, I stand in amazement

For all my God offers in replacement.
My story no less than evidential

I promise there is no coincidental.
What was once severed down the middle

A whole person singing instrumental.
I can only say, share the love Christ gives you

Don’t roll up your car window and lock the door 
when homeless are begging.

Don’t fear, God will protect you.
Make time, He will bless you.

Hug them, share the light of the Holy Spirit.
Be bold, don’t back down.

Outreach is vital, miracles will happen
through you in Christ’s name.

Let it be so they will see and believe.

Testimony…
Homeless…
Hopeless

Shelana Teague
BCW student
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Now you have a friend in the fire business... Firewood that is! Bethel 
Colony Lawn Care has expanded into tree removal and woodcutting. 
We have timber that has been curing since last fall and is ready for you 
to take home today! At $5 per bundle or $75 per truck load (standard 
pickup bed), allow us to help keep you warm this winter while support-
ing the amazing work that’s going on at Bethel Colony of Mercy.

Bethel Firewood

Call us at (828)754-3781 and ask for Jeff Hollar or Bryan Ingram.

100% Mighty Muscadine Juice
It’s back!  Once again Bethel has received a donation of Mighty Musca-
dine Juice to sell as a fund-raiser. Mighty Muscadine is bottled by LeBleu 
and we are so thankful to them for their generous donation. This is abso-
lutely delicious juice and we are offering it to you for a $10.00 donation 
per case. Each case contains (12)  32oz bottles. When you purchase this 
juice you are helping us spread the good news of Jesus Christ to those 
bound in addiction as well as providing natural antioxidants for yourself 
and your loved ones.  To order your juice, call Bethel at 828-754-3781. 
(Pick-up only) Our students are smiling because they know how good it 
tastes!

Bethel Lawn Care
Bethel’s Lawn Care service is part of our ongoing program and coincides with our mission statement -  
teaching the deliverance message of Jesus Christ. Part of our approach is daily work assignments. Work 
assignments are designed to teach men responsibility and stewardship. As we help more folks in our 
community the Lawn Care service not only helps men with responsibility and stewardship but instills a 
Christian work ethic, provides a skill they can use to get a job, and teaches them to give back to their 
community and to Bethel.

To schedule your lawn care service, 
and to check prices, contact

 Jeff Hollar, 
Bethel Lawn Care Manager, 

at 828-750-2058.
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“If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, 
and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I 
will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”

Name_____________________________________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________________________________
City ______________________________State _________Zip_____________________

Phone__________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

II Chronicles 7:14  

Prayer Request:

This page is available in each newsletter for you to write a request you would like 
for us to pray with you about.  Fill this out and send it back to us in the envelope 
provided in this letter.  Our Executive Director, Pastor Pruitt, prays over these 
requests each Monday morning and the students at the Men’s Campus pray 
over these requests at each Thursday evening service.  This is just one way we 
can support you and show our gratitude to you for your faithful prayers and 
support of Bethel Colony of Mercy.

Remember to shop at 
AmazonSmile!

Amazon will make a donation to 
Bethel Colony of Mercy

Use this link:
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-6050210

Check us out on 
Facebook

Bethel Colony of Mercy is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization, gifts to which are deductible as charitable contributions for Federal income tax pur-
poses.  Financial information about this organization and a copy of it’s license are available from the State Solicitation Licensing Branch at (888)803-
4989.  The license is not an endorsement by the State.  Any gift for which you’ve received a tangible benefit is not tax deductible.

BETHEL MEN’S & WOMEN’S T-SHIRTS & HATS AVAILABLE IN OUR FB STORE

If you are in need of firewood, 
please call Bethel at 

828-754-3781. We can sell it by 
bundle or truckload. $25 each

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-6050210
https://bethelcolony.org/
https://bethelcolony.org/contact-2/
https://www.facebook.com/bethelcolony/shop/?view_public_for=133197042233&ref_code=mini_shop_page_shop_tab_cta&ref_surface=page
https://www.facebook.com/bethelcolony/shop/?view_public_for=133197042233&ref_code=mini_shop_page_shop_tab_cta&ref_surface=page
https://www.facebook.com/bethelcolony/shop/?view_public_for=133197042233&ref_code=mini_shop_page_shop_tab_cta&ref_surface=page
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-6050210
https://www.facebook.com/bethelcolony
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