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by Sandy Bernhard
This year’s docent class has a unique place in the story of 
Edgewood. We were more than halfway through the four-
month training, which starts in January of each year, when 
the shelter-in-place order came. 

The class had studied the history, geology, and wildlife of 
Edgewood in evening presentations and in long walks in 
the preserve. They’d done homework and practiced talking 
about 64 key Edgewood plants, with 45 more to go. They’d 
just begun the more in-depth study of plant life, with 
sessions on flower morphology and the ecology of 
woodlands, and were looking forward to exploring the 
chaparral and grassland communities as flowers increased. 
Each student had been matched with a mentor, an 
experienced docent, with whom they could practice their 
skills. The final sessions of the program cover strategies for 
leading hikes, but this spring there would be no public 
docent hikes for students to shadow or participate in.  

Usually the training concludes with a late April graduation 
party, just as the tidy tips and goldfields reach their peak. 
This year, the class is following the pattern of the 
California manroot – a tremendous commitment to growth 
and flowering in early spring, then a hunkering down until 
next year’s rains bring an awakening. 

Here’s to the Docent Class of 2020, which will (we hope!) 
now be the truly exceptional and undaunted Class of 2020-
2021: Sabra Abraham, Deborah Anthonyson, Jim Bertram, 
Bruce Homer-Smith, Lindsay Joye, Evelyne Lang, Sue 
Lindner, Lorraine MacSwain, Carol Mathews, Barrie 
Moore, Doug Ward, and Shanti Zinzi. Our plan is to not 
recruit a new set of students in the fall, except perhaps to 

fill any open seats, and to repeat the entire training 
starting in January. Training will be adapted to keep us all 
as safe as possible. The evening sessions may well be 
teleconferences; perhaps we will break the group into 
smaller sets for the field hikes. It is impossible to be 
certain what the program will look like, but the docent-
training team remains committed to the preserve and to 
the educational mission of the Friends of Edgewood.  

Heartfelt thanks go out to our dedicated team of 
instructors:  History (Kathy Korbholz), Geology (Paul 
Heiple), Wildlife (Kenny Hickman), Leaf and Floral 
Morphology (Trevlyn Williams), Oak Woodlands (Howie 
Smith), Chaparral and Coastal Scrub (Ken Himes), 
Grasslands (Alf Fengler), and Walks with Children (Junior 
Explorer team led by Laurie Alexander). An extra thank 
you, as well, to Trevlyn Williams and Deanna Schiel, who 
can be relied upon to help with everything from bouncing 
around ideas to schlepping chairs.  

Many California native plants and 
animals have developed strategies for 
surviving tough times – whether our 
hot, dry summers or periodic droughts 
and wildfires – waiting for the reviving 

rains to spring back. The Bay checkerspot regularly checks 
out during diapause, geophytes like Fremont’s star lily can 
lie dormant underground for years, and even annuals like 
miniature lupine can wait years to germinate until 
conditions are just right. We are not sure what our public 
hikes will look like next spring, but we know that docents 
will continue to play an important role in connecting 
people with the preserve, and more largely, with all the 

wonders of nature.  Photo ©2019 Kathy Korbholz

2020 Docent Class Interrupted, New Strategies Developing

In April, while working as the designated checkerspotter 
at Edgewood, I came across a rather tame jackrabbit 
ready to take a nap in the shade in the chaparral off the 
Upper Clarkia Trail. Perhaps the absence of the horde of 
weekend visitors at the park made it so much calmer 
than normal. –Alf Fengler, photo ©2020

A group of Weed Warriors found a 
native plant new to the Edgewood 
list. Ancistrocarphus filagineus, 
woolly fishhooks, had not been 
reported from San Mateo County 
until April 9. Calflora photo ©2020 
Alice Cummings CC   BY-NC 4.0  

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
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Story and photos by Bill Korbholz
Many of you are familiar with our Green Grass project, one 
of the four components of Project 467 – Protecting Every 
Acre (the others being Weed Warriors, Bay checkerspot 
butterfly restoration, and Thornmint and Pentachaeta 
preservation).

As a reminder, Green Grass aims to restore Edgewood’s 
non-native grasslands to their former floral beauty and 
species diversity by reducing or eliminating weeds and 
promoting greater cover of native plants. Approximately 
40% of Edgewood consists of grassland, and almost all of 
Edgewood’s grasslands have been significantly degraded 
due to the invasion of weeds, especially non-native grasses. 
While the Weed Warriors can effectively remove thistles 
and other forbs (non-grasses), it’s very difficult to treat 
grasses by hand. By employing the best practices of 
grassland management, including mowing, de-thatching, 
selective chemical treatments, and promising new 
technologies, the Green Grass initiative will significantly 
increase native cover in our grasslands.

A part of the Green Grass initiative is to establish 
Showcase Sites. These are areas, typically under one acre, 
that are adopted by an individual or small team that takes 
responsibility for restoring and maintaining the site.

We used to call these areas Adopt-A-Sites, and we have 
current and past examples. Our first site adopter was 
former docent Roger Myers. In 1999, he adopted a grassy 
slope now dubbed Roger’s Knoll off of the Edgewood Trail 
that had become infested with yellow starthistle (YST). I 
still remember Roger dutifully removing YST one-by-one, 
and counting all 27,666 of them that year, effectively 
clearing the site of YST before he moved out of the area.

Carolyn Dorsch decided to target a cousin of YST, tocalote, 
that occurred in a population off of the Clarkia Trail. Like 
YST, tocalote can be very persistent, but she made 
considerable progress before she stepped aside for 
personal reasons.

My wife Kathy and I adopted a high-quality serpentine 
slope off of the Sunset Trail near the Sunset Gate in 2001. 
Our initial goal was to preserve that slope from invasion of 
YST and other weeds. As time went on, we gradually 
expanded our site to include an adjacent knoll that had 
been abused by off-trail funseekers. And this year, we 
further extended our area to include the site that PG&E 
cleared of brush in 2019, a former chaparral ecosystem 
that had now become mostly bare ground, and a true weed 

Showcase the Park You Love

magnet. So now our site extends all the way to Hillcrest 
Way. We have dubbed our site Korby Korners. After 
removing most of the weeds, we plan to distribute native 
plant seeds collected from Edgewood throughout the site 
to discourage new weed infestations.

mailto:info@friendsofedgewood.org


Edgewood EXPLORER 4 SUMMER 2020

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/deed.en_GB
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/deed.en_GB
http://plantid.net/?PlantList=Edgewood+Preserve
http://plantid.net/?PlantList=Edgewood+Preserve
mailto:bruce@plantid.net
http://PlantID.net/?Taxon=Adenostoma+fasciculatum
http://PlantID.net/?Taxon=Adenostoma+fasciculatum
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/deed.en_GB


Edgewood EXPLORER 5 SUMMER 2020

Junior Explorer Program Honors Mission, Considers Challenges
by Laurie Alexander 
“It is so kind of you guys to offer up your own time to serve 
our community,” Michael Healey told Junior Explorer (JE) 
docents Barb Erny, Laurie Alexander, and Jer Jager 
following a hike with five youth along Edgewood trails in 
February. Healey is leader of the Bulldog Riders of Siena 
Youth Center, an after-school program in Redwood City. 
Healey commented that Jer “did a great job giving our 
youth a hike full of informative parts along the way. I know 
my program will come and visit again in the future."

In early March, three teachers and “Patel’s Special 
Scholars” (eight children in grades 3-5) set out on a quest 
to experience “our local beauty and wonders of nature, and 
the plants and animals that call it home.” Special Day 
Teacher Sandip Patel learned about the Junior Explorer 
program from a chance encounter with JE docent Pam 
Fletcher. San Mateo County Parks Foundation (support 
parks.org) funded the transportation from Sylvia Cassell 
Elementary School in San Jose as part of the Foundation’s 
Youth Environmental Education Field Trips program for 
low income youth. Patel wrote, “I wanted to reach out and 
let you know how great the trip was yesterday! The 
students really enjoyed the experience. Thank you for all 
your help organizing and making this possible. Our three 
docents for the trip (Jan [Rusnak], Linda [Franklyn], and 
Carol [Hankermeyer]) were awesome! The three ladies 
were patient, kind, and worked well with the students.”

Many more Junior Explorer field trips with local groups of 
children and youth were scheduled in Edgewood for the 

At the end of April, 
Edgewood Farms, Friends 
of Edgewood’s onsite 
seed amplification 
project for the Green 
Grass initiative, was 
invaded by deer that 
dined on a salad bar of 
Clarkia rubicunda and 

California poppy. Howie Smith noticed and Bill 
Korbholz and Perry McCarty put up deer 
netting. Due to disruptions caused by the 
coronavirus, the deer netting above the wall at 
the back of the farm had not been installed 
yet. The seed beds at Edgewood Farms were 
planted with 17 species of native plants in 
February.  Photo ©2020 Barrie Moore

mailto:JuniorExplorers-Coordinator@FriendsofEdgewood.org
mailto:JuniorExplorers-Coordinator@FriendsofEdgewood.org
mailto:JuniorExplorers-Coordinator@FriendsofEdgewood.org
mailto:JuniorExplorers-Coordinator@FriendsofEdgewood.org
https://friendsofedgewood.org/explore-edgewood
https://supportparks.org/
https://supportparks.org/
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Switch to a Sustaining Membership
Easier for you. Better for Edgewood.
Friends! A sustaining membership lets you make a 
monthly donation via your credit card and have a huge 
impact on programs like Project 467, Junior Explorers, 
and more. Can you spare just $5 or more per month 
to support Friends of Edgewood and the park we love? 

Go to f  oew  .org/  donate  , and follow directions to 
become a sustaining member, or email us at  
mem@friendsofedgewood.org, and we will help you 
get set up. 

Prototype for a new 
Edgewood Preserve 
Social Distancing Tool 
(EPSDT)? The EPSDT is 
also known as a one-
meter quadrat frame 
used to estimate the 
number of nectar and 
larval food plants in 
selected 1x1 meter 
plots. Right photo ©2020  
Alf Fengler; top and 
bottom photos ©2020 
Barrie Moore

http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
mailto:mem@friendsofedgewood.org
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
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