
Please Help Me Locate Missing Mineral Owners of Carter County. 

 

If you could greatly benefit a friend or neighbor without it costing you anything 
but a little of your time, would you take the time?  For the past 3 years,  I have 
spent many of my evenings on the computer rather than watching T-V so I can 
locate “Missing Mineral Owners” and help them recover funds placed in escrow 
as the result of “pooling orders” by an administrative judge at the Oklahoma 
Corporation Commission (OCC).  I estimate that I have helped recover over 
$2,500,000 of funds for mineral owners much of it might never have been 
recovered. 

Typically, a well developer ask for a “spacing order” which determines how 
many wells in that acreage will be allowed to drain the oil and gas.  Then he 
attempts to contact and lease all mineral interest in that acreage.  Oklahomans 
frequently retain mineral interest when they sell the surface.  Non-producing 
mineral interest are not taxed, so there is no annual reconciliation of the name 
and address of each mineral owner.  The responsibility of changing the record 
falls on the mineral owners.  Non-producing mineral interest are frequently 
forgotten when estates transfer property title to heirs.  In some cases, the 
address is correct but the mineral owner did not understand the contents of 
the registered letter that came to them and did not respond to it.  In each case, 
an administrative judge through a “pooling” order determines what are fair 
leasing terms and forces the developer to deposit leasing “bonus” money in the 
OCC’s Mineral Owners Escrow Account (MOEA). 

You can access the MOEA database inline at the OCC website – it is the last item 
under “conducting business”.  The state unclaimed property office takes 10% of 
everything coming to them.  The MOEA items may not be added to the regular 
unclaimed property list for 5 years.  Production royalty should appear annually 
in the regular unclaimed property list.  Many mineral owners recover the 90% of 
the production money from the State Treasurer’s Office, but nobody tells them 
about the bonus leasing money escrowed in the MOEA.  

I recently obtained a complete copy of the MOEA database.  From it I have 
determined that pooling orders on it range from 3/05/1974 through 
09/18/2017.  For the Carter County items that I am about to introduce, the 
range is from 07/20/2009 through 7/22/2015.  Before I removed a few lines 
that I have already tracked down, the list consisted of 372 lines and it totaled to 
$1,326,515.45. 



I search using everything I can think of.  I have “googled” the name – found an 
obituary with relative names and city of residence.  I’ve used an online personal 
search service (these generally cost but offer a free trial period) that gives me 
telephone numbers and other relative names.  I frequently use “Find-A-Grave” 
(free) and many pages have useful information. In find-a-grave, you can search 
the surname in that cemetery and find a recent obituary of a relative that gives 
you information on the person you are looking for.  I frequently use the county 
assessors property search to find someone with the same surname with an 
address close to the well site. 

There are numerous small amounts, so I limited my list to search only to those 
individual wells where the total for all missing mineral owners amounted to 
$10,000 or more of individual amounts of $100 or more.  On all others, you will 
need to go back to the OCC MOEA database online. 

If you have a question, send me an email to LGStephens@Yahoo.com..  I am 
willing to send you a paper I call my “challenge” that is more detailed, it has 
links to news articles, research tools and an example search where you will 
recognize some famous individuals.   

Good luck!  You will enjoy all of the history that you will come across! 

 

Larry G. Stephens 

 


