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John 13:1-17, 31b-35  
Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of 
this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 
During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to 
betray him, Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had 
come from God and was going back to God, rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, 
and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash 
the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him. He came to 
Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” Jesus answered him, “What I am 
doing you do not understand now, but afterward you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You 
shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with 
me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” Jesus 
said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but is complete-
ly clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you.” For he knew who was to betray him; that 
was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 

When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he said to 
them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are 
right, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to 
wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have 
done to you. Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger 
greater than the one who sent him. If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. . . . 

“Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, God 
will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. Little children, yet a little while I am 
with you. You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am 
going you cannot come.’ A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I 
have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father, and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

the Christ. 

1. On Saturday morning, I was at McDonald’s and two ladies were placing an order 
a) Apparently they had been at a local non-denominational conference. 

i) As I sat down across from them, one lady turned to me and asked me if I 
knew Jesus. 

ii) “Yes,” I replied, “I’m going to do my devotions while I eat breakfast.” 
iii) She told me I could “have more, more more!” and told me that Jesus 

wanted to give me “more, more more!” 
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iv) That really bothered me, because, for example, Jesus calls us to deny our-
selves, take up our crosses, and follow him. It galled me. 

v) She asked me if she could pray for me and asked me, “What do you want 
more, more, more of?” 

vi) I simply said, “Peace.” (not just meaning with respect to her) 
vii) So she came over and put her hand on the back of my shoulder, and 

prayed for quite awhile with intentional emotion that “this man” might 
have peace. 

viii) Then, she said, “Do you feel the warmth of that hand on your shoulder? 
That’s Jesus. That’s the warmth of his hand on your shoulder, the warmth 
of Jesus entering you.” 

ix) I looked, but it was still only her hand. And I didn’t feel any warmth enter-
ing me, either. 

b) I don’t intend to be mean, I think she meant well, but the entire experience trou-
bled me greatly. 

2. You see, today’s Gospel tells a different story. 
a) Jesus had told the disciples that he came to die, to be tortured using whips and a 

cross, and then to rise again three days later. 
b) The King of Creation laid down his outer garments and washed the disciples’ feet, 

like a common slave. 
i) These were likely not the soft, tender feet of a baby (babies had awesome 

feet, by the way) 
ii) These were probably hard, calloused, dirty feet, crusted by years of walk-

ing around barefoot or with crude sandals. 
iii) I don’t know about you, but the older I get, the nastier my feet are. 

c) “What I am doing you do not understand now, but afterward you will 
understand.” 

d) Peter, as usual, doesn’t get it.  
i) “You shall never wash my feet.” 
ii) “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 
iii) “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 
iv) Jesus takes the impertinence, saying that one who has had a bath (sort of 

like baptism) only needs to have one’s feet washed (cleansing, forgive-
ness, “daily bread” from living in the world) 

e) If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash 
one another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that you also should do just 
as I have done to you. Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his 
master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. If you know these 
things, blessed are you if you do them. 

f) In the excerpted portion of today’s Gospel, Jesus identifies Judas as the one who 
will betray him, Satan enters Judas to prepare for the betrayal, and Judas departs. 
Apparently, Judas also wants “more, more, more!” 
i) More money for the purse he “watches.” 
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ii) More power to defeat the Roman occupiers. 
iii) More control to call the shots. And Jesus is preventing him from accom-

plishing his goals. 
g) But Jesus has a different perspective on life. “A new commandment I give to you, 

that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one an-
other. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 
one another.” 

3. I had a completely different experience once about 20-some years ago at a worship ser-
vice at a non-denominational church 
a) Restoration Urban Ministries, in Champaign Illinois. 
b) A hotel that was repurposed as a homeless transformational ministry. 
c) The ballroom was converted to a Sanctuary, with all different kinds of cast-off 

chairs around (some of them were the old-school metal padded movie theater 
seats) 

d) I visited the Executive Director/Pastor, and he was excited to have our youth 
group and several adult members visit them one Sunday afternoon as a “service 
project”. 

e) We had held a food and essentials drive, and brought the donations with us. 
f) At the worship service following the potluck, (it’s not just Lutherans who have 

potlucks) we saw several different people testify how God had freed them from 
sin, healed them, and transformed them. 

g) They talked about what life was like, both before and after God had changed 
them. 
i) Current and formerly homeless people 
ii) People healed of addiction to drugs and alcohol 
iii) Prostitutes 

h) The kids (and adults) were wild-eyed with it all … and I was too. 
i) During the sermon, the pastor told about how Jesus had changed him, and had 

given him a vision in a dream, calling him to leave behind his life as a successful 
businessman in Oklahoma City to come to Champaign and do this. 

j) He was the first of his family to have a college education, to earn a living from 
something other than manual labor. 

k) Some of his ancestors were slaves. 
l) His parents were disappointed when he quit his office job to follow the vision, 

they thought their prayers that he would have a better life than they had been an-
swered. He explained that their prayers had come true, just not as they expected. 

m) As he served the Gospel, God was using Restoration Urban Ministries to save and 
heal these people, and many more, and that was the answer to their prayers. 

n) He said that since we were there for a “service project,” he would serve us too and 
wash our feet. He said that he believed that God would bless us as he did so, fol-
lowing the command of Christ, because Jesus keeps his promises. 

o) And this man got on his knees, and washed the feet of every single person there. 
He would hold their feet afterwards, and pray a personal prayer for each of them. 
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p) When he did that for me, I was uncomfortable, a little ashamed to be honest, for 
this servant of Christ to be washing my feet. But I also felt love, real love, God’s 
love, in a way that I hadn’t quite felt it before. 

q) As he prayed for me, for God to lead me and to bless me in my ministry … he 
prayed for me by name … I thought of how it must have been even more embar-
rassing … yet touching … for the disciples to have Jesus do this for them. 

r) He was right. That night, I was changed. I never looked at “service project”, 
where we go and sort of bless some poor people with our presence, in the same 
way again 

s) Instead, I see service as how you can humble yourself, give and receive, and serve 
not as a benefactor but as a fellow sinner. 

4. I also no longer see these commandments of Christ to serve others as Law … instead, 
these commands … this New Commandment … is Gospel. 
a) you also ought to wash one another’s feet 
b) “The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those in authority 

over them are called benefactors. But not so with you. Rather, let the greatest 
among you become as the youngest, and the leader as one who serves.” 

c) Deny yourself, take up your cross, and follow me. 
d) Sometimes faith comes by hearing or reading God’s Word. 
e) Sometimes faith comes in receiving Christ’s Body and Blood, or being washed by 

the Holy Spirit in the waters of baptism. 
f) And sometimes faith sinks into us — it burrows into our hearts and our souls — 

as we serve Christ and others, and are served by Christ in others. 
i) This is not works righteousness, where we expect God to save us by what 

we do. 
ii) This is following Christ, giving and receiving Christ’s love because He 

first loved us. It is Gospel, not Law. 
g) A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have 

loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you 
are my disciples, if you have love for one another. 

May the Lord Almighty keep our days and our deeds in His peace, through Jesus Christ 

our Savior, and our Lord.  Amen.
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