
  



2 

 

“Unto Us” 
 
  
 
 

 

Friday, December 24, 2021 at 3:00 pm 
 

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 
(CHRISTMAS EVE) 

 
AS WE GATHER 

God’s love was promised and fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ. Despite ongoing sin and 
sinfulness by His human creatures, God loved us so much that our Lord was born as one of 
us so that He could die for us. When He appeared on the scene of human history, it marked 
the start of His fulfilling the very promises He had made centuries before. But His love was 
not finished for us until He was born in our hearts. That took the gracious gift of faith by which 
we receive His great love and are enabled to share it with others. We now celebrate the start 
of Christ’s love at His birth in Bethlehem and His finishing it as He is born anew in our hearts 
in time and into eternity. 
 

WE WELCOME FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 
Epiphany Lutheran Church offers many resources and programs to help you and your 
children grow in your faith relationship with Jesus Christ. Quiet activity bags for your little 
ones are available on the coat tree outside the sanctuary doors. On Sunday mornings, our 
nursery has staffed personnel every Sunday from 7:30 AM – 12:30 PM. The nursery is not 
staffed on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day, but still available for your use. Please be sure 
to put away all toys used in the proper bins. Tie off dirty diapers in plastic bags before 
depositing in the trash can. Extra diapers and wipes are available. Well children, ages infant 
to four (4) years, are welcome. If you need assistance, please ask an usher or elder to direct 
you to the bathrooms, nursery, or classrooms. 

Please stand for portions of service marked with asterisk (*) 
 

PRELUDE Alexander Tran & Kristi Brindle 
     “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

THE WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Pastor Chris Matthis    
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*OPENING HYMN “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LSB 357 vs. 1 & 7 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 

 PREPARATION  
 

*INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

 
*CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION    1 John 4:9, 12b 

Pastor: Brothers and sisters, although “God abides in us and His love is perfected in 
us,” we sin every day and need the assurance of His forgiveness. Let us go to 
God, seeking His power to amend our sinful lives. 

 
Lord Jesus, the love of God made manifest among us, 
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People: we have not loved You with our whole heart, nor have we loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. Without Your help we cannot change. Forgive 
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 
 

*HYMN “Angels We Have Heard on High”  LSB 368 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 
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+ WORD + 
 

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 9:2-7 
     (Jesus, the Prince of Peace) 
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land 
of deep darkness, on them has light shone. You have multiplied the nation; you have 
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when 
they divide the spoil. For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of 
his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For every boot of the tramping 
warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the 
fire. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;  and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be 
no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with 
justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord 
of hosts will do this. 
 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

*HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:1-20 
     (Jesus is born in Bethlehem)  
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel, according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all 
went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from 
the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because 
he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who 
was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. And in the same region there 
were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of 
the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
filled with fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news 
of a great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the 
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highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” When the angels 
went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to 
us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a 
manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them 
concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 
But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them. 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ! 
 
 

HYMN “Away in a Manger” LSB 364 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 

SERMON DRAMA  Pastor Chris Matthis and DCE Kristin Schmidt 
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*HYMN “O Little Town of Bethlehem” LSB 361 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
 

*CONFESSION OF FAITH                                                             Apostles’ Creed 
  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth.  And, in 
Jesus Christ His Only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from 
the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 
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*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor: God entered human history in the person of Jesus, who experienced all our 
joys and sorrows. He has promised that our heavenly Father will hear 
whatever we ask in His name. Let us bring our requests to Him in confident 
faith. 
 
Wonderful Counselor, we pray that You will give empathy, wisdom, and 
compassion to all who seek to meet the needs of the people around them, 
providing food, clothing, and shelter, tending to the sick and injured, and 
responding to human crises and natural disasters. Remember, we pray, those 
with special needs and those known only to You. As You give us opportunity,  

 grant that we may be part of Your answers to their petitions. 

 Mighty God, whose Word created all things in heaven and on earth, when 
storms rage, fires spread, or the earth trembles, give courage and skill to 
those who would provide rescue, relief, and shelter. Bless those who till the 
soil and raise crops and all who manage and distribute the world’s bounty, 
that the hungry be fed, the poor clothed, and the displaced given shelter.  
 
Gracious God, receive our plea; 

People: hear the prayers to You we bring, Father, Spirit, newborn King. 
 
Pastor: Everlasting Father, shower Your grace on all families, enabling parents and 

children to grow in faith and love. In neighborhoods, communities, and cities 
where there is discord, open doors of peace; where there is discrimination, 
provide justice; where there is loneliness, provide companionship. Bless 
individuals and organizations to use the talents and resources You provide to 
restore dignity, health, and peace to everyone in their care. 
 
Gracious God, receive our plea; 

People: hear the prayers to You we bring, Father, Spirit, newborn King. 
 
Pastor: Prince of Peace, use the earthly powers that be to put into positions of 

authority those who will work for justice within their nations and cooperation 
across their borders. Give protection and courage to police and first 
responders in their communities and to armed forces deployed. Where wars 
threaten, move leaders to seek calm; where long-term animosity gives rise to 
fear and hatred, open avenues of communication and understanding. Grant 
that Your Church stand as a beacon in this troubled world to proclaim the 
Gospel and exhibit loving forgiveness in Your name. Grant that many find the 
peace they seek in You, our gracious Savior. 



9 

 

 
Gracious God, receive our plea; 

People: hear the prayers to You we bring, Father, Spirit, newborn King. 
 
Pastor: Into Your hands, heavenly Father, we commend ourselves and all for whom 

we pray, trusting in Your mercy for the sake of Him whose birth we celebrate 
this day, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 
 

OFFERING   

“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7). We give our 
tithes and offerings to God as an act of worship in gratitude for the gifts He has 
first given us. If you wish to give electronically using a credit card or automated bank 
withdrawal, please scan the QR code with your smartphone or visit www.epiphanylc.org and 
click on GIVE. As good stewards, please use credit wisely. 

 
Members, Visitors, Friends, and Relatives:  Please take a moment to note your 
attendance with us today on the appropriate sheet in the attendance folders at the ends 
of each row. This not only helps us to know who is worshipping here with us, but also 
we can let you know of up coming activities here at Epiphany.  

Folders will be collected by ushers at the end of the service. 

 

OFFERTORY “It’s True” Lisa and Benjamin Matthis, 
  Soloists 
  Alexander Tran, Pianist 
 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 

RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 
The Lord’s Supper, also known as Holy Communion or the Eucharist, is celebrated at 
Epiphany Lutheran Church in the confession and glad confidence that our Lord Jesus Christ 
gives us His very body and blood “in, with, and under” the bread and wine for the forgiveness 
of our sins, and to strengthen our unity with Christ and our Christian brothers and sisters. 
Our Lord invites to His table those baptized Christians who trust His Word, repent of all sin, 
and set aside any refusal to forgive others as He loves and forgives us. Scripture urges us 
to examine our conscience and belief about Holy Communion before we partake of the 
Supper (1 Cor. 11:28). Because those who partake of the Lord’s Supper unworthily do so to 
their great harm, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing 
from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS), and yet 
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desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the Pastor or an Elder. For 
further study, see Matthew 26:26-29; 5:23-26; 18:15-35; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17; 11:17-34. 

Children and uninstructed youth and adults may receive a blessing by crossing their arms 
over their chest, which is known as the sign of St. Andrew’s cross. 

On Christmas Eve, Communion distribution will be by "continuous flow." Communicants 
should take their own empty, individual cup from the trays on their way to the altar. Pastor 
will distribute the bread. Gluten free Communion wafers are available for those with gluten 
intolerance. The elder will use a pouring chalice to fill your individual cup. For those who 
desire the usual chalice ("Common Cup"), another elder will stand by. An acolyte will be 
available with a tray of white grape juice for those with sensitivity to alcohol. Empty cups 
should be deposited in the collection baskets in the front row of the Sanctuary. 

 
*PREFACE  2 Timothy 4:22 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.    
People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.    
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 

*WORDS OF OUR LORD   Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 
of Me.” 

 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 

*PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20 

 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until He comes. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
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*LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

*PAX DOMINI 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
 
 

*AGNUS DEI ~ “What Child Is This” 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 “Joy to the World” LSB 387 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” LSB 374 
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Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 

 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” LSB 380 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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*BENEDICTION Isaiah 9:6, adapt.; Numbers 6:24–26 

Pastor: Unto us 
People: a Child is born! 
 
Pastor: Unto us 
People: a Son is given! 
 
Pastor: And the government shall be upon His shoulder. 
People: And His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
 

*SENDING SONG “Go Tell It on the Mountain” LSB 388 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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POSTLUDE  Alexander Tran 
 
 
 
 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Liturgy from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2021 Concordia Publishing 
House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  LSBHymnLicense.net # is 100012516 

The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. ESV® Text Edition: 2016. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 

“It’s True” by Sara Groves. Copyright ® 2008 Sara Groves Music (admin. By Music Services, Inc.) Used by permission. 
All rights reserved. CCLI License #1620995 

CCLI Streaming License #20384082   Music UBP CCLI #1620995 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in the service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-714463. All rights 
reserved. 
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SERVING THE LORD TODAY 
(December 24, 2021) 

 

Readings: (First Lesson) Isaiah 9:2-7   (Holy Gospel) Luke 2:1-20 
 

 3:00 pm 5:00 pm 7:00 pm 

Preacher Pastor Chris Matthis Pastor Chris Matthis Pastor Chris Matthis 

Elders Joel Crosswhite Michael Huntley Todd Rychecky 

Accompanist Carol Krueger Carol Krueger Carol Krueger 

Sound System    

Video Kirk Anderson Kirk Anderson  

Acolytes Matthew Bretz Braydon Olson  

Altar Guild Elders Elders Elders 

Nursery    

Greeters    

Lectors Kristin Schmidt Don Gilbreath Mitch Arndt 

Snacks    

Ushers Mark Hefta 
Jeff Claar & Don 
Mosel 

Rick Brindle & Mike 
Kozimko 

 
 
 

 

Epiphany Lutheran Church of Castle Rock, Colorado 

 

    550 E. Wolfensberger Rd. + Castle Rock, CO  80109 + Office:  303-688-4435  

Website: www.epiphanylc.org 

ME SYSTEM LINK: https://epiphanylc.ccbchurch.com/login.php 
 

Pastor Chris Matthis + Cell: 303-921-0717   
pastorchris@epiphanylc.org 

 

(Pastor available by appointment) 
 

Kristin Schmidt, DCE Intern + Cell: 951-775-6134 + Tu-F 8 am - 4 pm 
kristinschmidt@epiphanylc.org 

 

Mrs. Donata Rolf + office@epiphanylc.org + Office hours:  M-F  8 am – 4 pm 

Ms. Mary Wenkheimer, Choir Director + choir@epiphanylc.org 

Ms. Debbie Stewart, Accounting Assistant + accounting@epiphanylc.org 

 

 Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

"We help people become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ” 
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