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“Prepare a Place”  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thursday, December 24, 2020 at  
2:00 pm, 4:00 pm, 6:00 pm & 8:00 pm 

 

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 
(CHRISTMAS EVE) 

 
AS WE GATHER 

Welcome to Christmas Eve worship to celebrate the Christ Child placed in a manger. Just as 
Mary and Joseph prepared a place for the baby Jesus to rest his head in a manger, so we 
prepare a place in our hearts this Christmas Eve for Jesus to be present with us. 
 

Please stand for portions of service marked with asterisk (*) 
 

THE PRELUDE Alexander Tran, Accompanist 
  

RINGING OF THE BELL 

THE WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Pastor Chris Matthis    
 

*OPENING HYMN “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” LSB 380  

 

 



3 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 PREPARATION  
 

*INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
 

*LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE 

Pastor: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 
People: the light no darkness can overcome. 
 
Pastor: Let Your light scatter the darkness 
People: and illumine Your Church. 
 
 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE  
     (2:00 pm only) “Bethlehem” Praise Team 
 

Starlight in a mother's eyes 
A Holy Child is born 

Kings and shepherds on their knees 
Adoring Christ the Lord 

 
Bethlehem Bethlehem 

Behold Your beautiful Savior! 
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Fall down, worship Him 
The King born in Bethlehem 

 
He knew the secrets of the world 

His lips could not yet speak 
Heaven wrapped in flesh and blood 

The Son of Majesty 
 

Bethlehem Bethlehem 
Behold Your beautiful Savior! 

Fall down, worship Him 
The King born in Bethlehem 

 
Fall down, worship 
The Hope of Israel 

Come and adore Him 
Jesus, Emmanuel! [x2] 

 
Bethlehem Bethlehem 

Behold Your beautiful Savior! 
Fall down, worship Him 

The King born in Bethlehem 
 

O little town of Bethlehem 
How still we see thee lie 

Above the deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light 

The hopes and fears of 
All the years are met 

In thee tonight 

 

     “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (6:00 pm only) Handbells 

 

*CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Pastor: On this holy night, merciful Father, hear our confession, for frequently we 
hesitate to take your Son. 

People: Instead we take the forbidden fruit, like Adam and Eve, and hide behind 
the bushes.  
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Pastor: We take advantage of others, while mouthing pious words. 
People: We take your blessings for granted, living with thankless hearts. 
 
Pastor: We take vengeance upon those who hurt us, promising retaliation. 
People: We take life into our own hands, ignoring your holy will. 
 
Pastor: We take refuge and satisfaction in sin, spurning your commandments. 
People: We take hold of our possessions, refusing to let them go. 
 
Pastor: We take part in sinful conversations, oblivious as to how they break your 

heart.   
People: Lord, have mercy! Christ, have mercy! Lord, have mercy!  
 
Pastor: Luke writes in tonight’s gospel lesson, “For unto you is born this day in the 

city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11). Jesus your Savior 
took your place in the manger and upon the cross. As the Christ and Lord, 
Jesus took all of your sin, shame and brokenness. I announce to you the 
complete and full pardon of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 
the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. For unto you is born today in the city of 
David— 

People: A Savior, who is Christ the Lord! 
 
 

*GLORIA IN EXCELSIS “Angels We Have Heard on High”  LSB 368 
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Public domain 

 

*SALUTATION 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. O Lord, in the wondrous events of our Savior’s birth, You have 
fulfilled the promise You made through the prophets and delivered to us Your 
own Son as our Savior and Lord. Help us to meet Christ in the manger of His 
Word and altar and there to worship Him with joy and thanksgiving. Grant us 
to carry forth into our lives the wonder of this night and to keep in holy lives 
the song of the angels at His birth; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whom with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit we honor one Lord, one God, now and to the 
end of the ages. 

People: Amen. 
 
 

+ WORD + 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 9:2-7 
     (Wonderful Counselor, Prince of Peace, Everlasting Father, Mighty God) 
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land 
of deep darkness, on them has light shone. You have multiplied the nation; you have 
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when 
they divide the spoil. For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of 
his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For every boot of the tramping 
warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the 
fire. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;  and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be 
no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with 
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justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord 
of hosts will do this. 
 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE  

     (2:00 pm only)      “He Shall Reign Forevermore” Praise Team  

In the bleak mid-winter, all creation groans 
For a world in darkness, frozen like a stone 

Light is breaking, in a stable 
For a throne 

 
And He shall reign forevermore, forevermore 
And He shall reign forevermore, forevermore 

Unto us a child is born 
The King of kings and Lord of lords 

And He shall reign forevermore, forevermore 
 

If I were a wise man, I would travel far 
And if I were a shepherd, I would do my part 

But poor as I am 
I will give to Him my heart 

 
And He shall reign forevermore, forevermore 
And He shall reign forevermore, forevermore 

Unto us a child is born 
The King of kings and Lord of lords 

And He shall reign forevermore, forevermore 
 

Here within a manger lies 
The One who made the starry skies 

This baby born for sacrifice 
Christ, the Messiah 

Into our hopes, into our fears 
The Savior of the world appears 

The promise of eternal years 
Christ, the Messiah 

 
He shall reign forevermore, forevermore 
He shall reign forevermore, forevermore 
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He shall reign forevermore, forevermore 
 

And He shall reign forevermore, forevermore 
Unto us a child is born 

The King of kings and Lord of lords 
And He shall reign forevermore, forevermore 

 

     “He Is Born” (6:00 pm only) Adult Choir 

 

     “What Child Is This?” (4:00 & 8:00 pm)  LSB 370 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 4:5-6 
     (God shines in our hearts!) 
 

For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your 
servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has 
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ. 
 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

HYMN “Away in a Manger” LSB 365 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  DCE Kristin Schmidt 
     (2:00pm, 4:00pm & 6:00pm) 
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*HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:1-20 
     (The birth of Jesus Christ)  
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel, according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all 
went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from 
the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because 
he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who 
was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. And in the same region there 
were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of 
the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
filled with fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news 
of a great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” When the angels 
went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to 
us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a 
manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them 
concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 
But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them. 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ! 
 
 

CAROL (6:00 pm only) “O Little Town of Bethlehem” Men’s Ensemble 

 

SERMON “Prepare a Place” Pastor Chris Matthis 
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*CONFESSION OF FAITH                                                             Apostles’ Creed 
  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth.  And, in 
Jesus Christ His Only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from 
the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 

CAROL (6:00 pm only) “Christmas Bells Are Ringing” Adult Choir 
 
 
*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor: Dear Lord Jesus, you came from eternity into time and space—not as a 
metaphor or myth, fable or tale—but to bear our sin and be our Savior. We 
sing to you with all the humility and joy we can muster, “Born that man no more 
may die, born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth.” We 
praise, bless and adore you as we embrace the hymn of the angels. For unto 
you is born today in the city of David— 

People: A Savior, who is Christ the Lord! 
 
Pastor: Dear Lord Jesus, we thank you that Luke took such great care to detail the 

history of your birth—one of the greatest details is the lowliness of your birth. 
Any other king—like Caesar Augustus—would’ve come with great fanfare and 
a royal entourage. But you came into our world in profound weakness. “No 
room in the inn” wasn’t an insult to you; it was your choice, your plan, the way 
of the gospel. We rejoice with the angels who announced: For unto you is born 
today in the city of David— 

People: A Savior, who is Christ the Lord! 
 
Pastor: Dear Lord Jesus, you didn’t consider equality with God something to be 

protected or hoarded. Rather, you made yourself nothing, becoming one of 
us. And with measureless love and inde-scribable compassion, you died in our 
place upon the cross. Thank you for these angelic lyrics. For unto you is born 
today in the city of David— 

People: A Savior, who is Christ the Lord! 
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Pastor: Dear Lord Jesus, we long for the Day when every knee will bow and every 
tongue will confess that you are Lord, to the glory of God the Father. But on 
this Christmas Eve, we humble our-selves, in quietness and stillness, 
gratefulness and peace. We pray in your merciful and mighty name, Jesus.  

People; Amen. 

 
 
*LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

OFFERING 

“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7). We give our tithes 
and offerings to God as an act of worship in gratitude for the gifts He has first 
given us. If you wish to give electronically using a credit card or automated bank 
withdrawal, please scan the QR code with your smartphone or visit www.epiphanylc.org and 
click on GIVE. As good stewards, please use credit wisely.  
 

OFFERTORY  (6:00 PM) “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” Handbells 
 (8:00 PM) “Mary Did You Know?” Mary Wenkheimer,  
   soloist
  

2:00 pm, please turn to page 18 for the continuation of the service 
 

4:00 PM and 6:00 PM service, please turn to page 17 
for the continuation of the service. 

 

 SACRAMENT  
(8:00 only) 

 
*PREFACE 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.   2 Timothy 4:22 

People: And also with you. 
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Pastor: Lift up your hearts.   Colossians 3:1 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   Psalm 136 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 

*PROPER PREFACE 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us 
a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we 
may know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels 
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 

*SANCTUS “Holy, Holy, Holy” LSB 507 vs. 1-2 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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*WORDS OF OUR LORD   Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 
of Me.” 

 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 

*PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until He comes.     1 Corinthians 11:26 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.       Revelation 22:20 

 
Pastor: Praise to You, O Lord, for having kept Your Word and bestowing upon us the 

unmistakable sign of Your favor by giving us Your only Son. Grant to us faith 
that we daily acknowledge His goodness and live out fully the promise of our 
Baptism, doing the good You desire and avoiding the evil You forbid. In the 
fullness of time, bring us at last into Your eternal presence, where we shall be 
gathered before Your throne of grace forevermore; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

People: Through Him, with Him, and in Him, all glory and honor is Yours, 
almighty Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
*PAX DOMINI 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
 
 

*AGNUS DEI “The Infant Priest Was Holy Born” LSB 624 vs. 1-3 & 6    
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Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110019290 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 

The Lord’s Supper, also known as Holy Communion or the Eucharist, is celebrated at 
Epiphany Lutheran Church in the confession and glad confidence that our Lord Jesus 
Christ gives us His very body and blood “in, with, and under” the bread and wine for 
the forgiveness of our sins, and to strengthen our unity with Christ and our Christian 
brothers and sisters. Our Lord invites to His table those baptized Christians who trust 
His Word, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive others as He loves and 
forgives us. Scripture urges us to examine our conscience and belief about Holy 
Communion before we partake of the Supper (1 Cor. 11:28). Because those who 
partake of the Lord’s Supper unworthily do so to their great harm, any who are not yet 
instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation 
and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS), and yet desire to receive the 
Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the Pastor or an Elder. For further study, see 
Matthew 26:26-29; 5:23-26; 18:15-35; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17; 11:17-34. 
 

Children and uninstructed youth and adults may receive a blessing by crossing their 
arms over their chest, which is known as the sign of St. Andrew’s cross. 
 

White grape juice and gluten free Communion wafers are available for those with 
alcohol sensitivity or gluten intolerance.  
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 “Joy to the World” LSB 387 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” LSB 361 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

*POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: Let us pray. Most merciful God, You gave Your eternal Word to become 
incarnate of the Virgin. Grant Your people grace to put away fleshly lusts, 
that they be ready for Your visitation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

(4:00 pm and 6:00 pm services continue here) 
 

*THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 1 John 1:5–7; Matthew 5:14–16 

The pastor takes the light from the Christ candle to the acolytes and assisting ministers. They 
pass the light on to the congregation. 
 

Pastor: As the light of these candles illumines our faces, it symbolizes the light of 
Christ, the Child in the manger at Bethlehem, the Savior suffering our death 
on the cross and soon to come from His throne on high as Judge of all. He is 
our light here on earth and the eternal light who enlightens heaven, where 
there is no need of candle or sun. Rejoice, for the Light of the world has come, 
who transforms us with the brightness of His glory. 
 
This is the message we have heard from Him and proclaim to you, that God 
is light, and in Him is no darkness at all. 

People: If we say we have fellowship with Him while we walk in darkness, we lie 
and do not practice the truth. 

 
Pastor: But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one 

another, 
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People: and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 
 
Pastor: You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do 

people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light 
to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that 
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 
 
O God, as You make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, grant that we, who joyfully receive Him as our 
Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our 
Judge; who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 

(2:00 pm service continues here) 
 

*HYMN “Silent Night, Holy Night” LSB 363 
 

 

 

 
 

 4. Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! 

 Alles schläft, einsam wacht 

 Nur das traute, hochheilige Paar. 

 Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar, 

 Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh, 

 Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh. 
 

Public domain 
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*BENEDICTION  

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.        Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
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