
*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary 
You’re encouraged to check-in at New Milford UMC on Facebook & share our livestream. 

 

WE GATHER TOGETHER 
 

Prelude                                                                                                                                               Harlan Otter 
 
Words to Ponder:  

To be secure in earthly treasure, but not rich toward God, is to be poor indeed.  
 

Welcome and Announcements      
 
Introit                                                       "Great Is Thy Faithfulness"                                           Harlan Otter 

by William Runyan 
 
*Call to Worship (Psalm 107)                                                                                                     Scott Caldwell 

Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good.  
God’s steadfast love endures forever.  
Make your petitions heard, for God saves us in times of trouble.  
Christ’s steadfast love endures forever.  
God satisfies our hunger with good things, and quenches our thirst with living water.  
The Spirit’s steadfast love endures forever.  
Let us worship.   

 
*Opening Prayer 

Eternal God, as people raised with Christ, teach us to seek the things that are above, 
where Christ abides in glory. Even as our true lives remain hidden in you with Christ, grant 
us a glimpse of our true selves, made pure and whole in your love. Renew your Spirit 
within us, and make us fit to bear the glory of your image. Amen.  

 
*Hymn of Praise                                             “Seek Ye First”                                                           UMH#405 
  
*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                          Pastor Ed 
  

Children’s Message                                                                                                                               Pastor Ed 
 

 

WE HEAR THE WORD 
 
 
Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                 Scott Caldwell 

Loving God, you show us the blessedness of seeking things that are above, but our hearts 
are captured by the shiny objects that catch our eye and capture our attention. When we 
lose sight of our priorities, heal our desire to get our share. Help us store up treasure in 
heaven rather than here on earth. Renew us in your Spirit this day, that our lives, hidden 
with Christ, may be revealed with Christ in glory. Amen.  
 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                               Pastor Ed  
  

Hymn of Response                      “In Christ There Is No East or West”                                      UMH #548 
          

(Musical Interlude) 
 

 *Gospel Reading                                  Luke 12:13-21                                                    Scott Caldwell  

The Parable of the Rich Fool 
13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family 
inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or 
arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all 
kinds of greed, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” 16 Then 
he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 17 And he thought 
to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ 18 Then he said, ‘I 
will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my 
grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for 
many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20 But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night 
your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they 
be?’ 21 So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward 
God.” 

 
Reflecting on God’s Message    “He Who Dies With The Most Toys Wins”                             Pastor Ed 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                                              Pastor Ed      
 

Invitation of the Offering                                                                                Pastor Ed  

 

 

 
  



Offertory anthem                                      
 

*Doxology           “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  UMH # 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen 
 
Offering Prayer                                                                     Pastor Ed  

We sing your praises, O God, for your love is sure and true, your faithfulness is never 
ending. You satisfy the thirsty and fill the hungry with good things. Receive the offerings 
we bring before you this day, that these gifts may continue your work of tending the 
needy, providing hope for the downtrodden, and blessing those who live in want. In 
Christ’s name, we pray. Amen.   

 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD 

 

*Sending Hymn          “Take My Life, and Let it Be” UMH#399 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
Do not let us fall into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

Benediction 

Postlude   Harlan Otter 
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You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 


