
+*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary 
You’re encouraged to check-in at NMUMC on Facebook & share our livestream. 

 

WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                Harlan Otter 
 

Words to Ponder:  
God works through us when we are generous of spirit and the gentle of heart. Though we may feel 
like lambs in the midst of wolves, our ministries can change the world.  

 

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Introit                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter 
 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                               Chris Prause   
Weeping may linger for the night, but joy comes with the morning.  
Sing praises to our God. Give thanks to the Lord of hosts.  
God’s anger may flash for a moment, but God’s favor lasts a lifetime.  
Sing praises to the Lord. Worship the God of our salvation.  
 
 

*Opening Prayer 
God of unexpected mercies and fierce challenges, it can be disorienting to be your people. You 
turn our mourning into dancing, then you send us forth like lambs into the midst of wolves. You 
turn our weeping into shouts of joy, then you charge us to seek the welfare of those who have 
abused and betrayed us. You turn our scarcity into overflowing abundance, then you instruct us to 
leave it all behind and seek those who have gone astray. Help us question our deeply held 
assumptions and challenge our unconscious convictions. Grant us the courage to speak Christ’s 
word of peace and to share Christ’s word of comfort: “The kingdom of God has come near.” 
Amen.  
  

*Hymn of Praise                          “Bless My Soul, The King of Heaven”                                       UMH#66 
 

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                          Pastor Ed 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                                  Chris Prause  
Merciful God, you reveal yourself in mysterious ways. Those we have been taught to admire have 
proven untrustworthy, while those we have been taught to mistrust have proven to be vehicles of 
your love and your grace. Those we have looked to for wisdom have proven to be false prophets, 
while those we have dismissed out of hand have been avenues of your truth. Wash us clean of our 
arrogance and presumption, and heal us of deeply held prejudices. Open our hearts to all who 
have generous spirits humble hearts, and gentle natures, whoever they may be. And open our ears 
to the many ways you are speaking still. Amen.  
 

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                       Pastor Ed     

Hymn of Response                                    “Send Me Lord”                                                          UMH#497 
 

Scripture Reading                                       2 Kings 5:1-14                                                        Chris Prause   
The Healing of Naaman 
5 Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man and in high favor with his 
master because by him the LORD had given victory to Aram. The man, though a mighty warrior, 
suffered from a skin disease. 2 Now the Arameans on one of their raids had taken a young girl 
captive from the land of Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife. 3 She said to her mistress, “If only 
my lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his skin disease.” 4 So 
Naaman[a] went in and told his lord just what the girl from the land of Israel had said. 5 And the 
king of Aram said, “Go, then, and I will send along a letter to the king of Israel.” 
He went, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, and ten sets of 
garments. 6 He brought the letter to the king of Israel, which read, “When this letter reaches you, 
know that I have sent to you my servant Naaman, that you may cure him of his skin 
disease.” 7 When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, “Am I God, to give 
death or life, that this man sends word to me to cure a man of his skin disease? Just look and see 
how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me.” 
8 But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he sent a 
message to the king, “Why have you torn your clothes? Let him come to me, that he may learn 
that there is a prophet in Israel.” 9 So Naaman came with his horses and chariots and halted at the 
entrance of Elisha’s house. 10 Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go, wash in the Jordan 
seven times, and your flesh shall be restored, and you shall be clean.” 11 But Naaman became 
angry and went away, saying, “I thought that for me he would surely come out and stand and call 
on the name of the LORD his God and would wave his hand over the spot and cure the skin 
disease! 12 Are not Abana[b] and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of 
Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?” He turned and went away in a rage. 13 But his 
servants approached and said to him, “Father, if the prophet had commanded you to do 
something difficult, would you not have done it? How much more, when all he said to you was, 
‘Wash, and be clean’?” 14 So he went down and immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, 
according to the word of the man of God; his flesh was restored like the flesh of a young boy, and 
he was clean 

(Interlude) 
 

*Gospel Reading                                            Luke 10:1-11                                                      Chris Prause    
The Mission of the Seventy-Two 
10 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two[a] others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs 
to every town and place where he himself intended to go. 2 He said to them, “The harvest is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers 
into his harvest. 3 Go on your way; I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of 
wolves. 4 Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals, and greet no one on the road. 5 Whatever house 
you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house!’ 6 And if a person of peace is there, your peace will 



rest on that person, but if not, it will return to you. 7 Remain in the same house, eating and 
drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from 
house to house. 8 Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set 
before you; 9 cure the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near 
to you.’[b] 10 But whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into its 
streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest 
against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near.’[c] 
 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message    The Businessman and the Chocolate Eclair                                   Pastor Ed 

Prayers of the People                                                                                                          

Invitation of the Offering                                                                                                         Pastor Ed 
 

Offertory                                                                                                                                            Harlan Otter 
 

*Doxology                               “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                 UMH #95 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen 
Offering Prayer                                                                                                             Pastor Ed  

Bountiful God, the harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. May the offerings we bring before 
you this day be a sign of our commitment to labor in your vineyard. May the gifts we share with 
the world reflect our commitment to bring your kingdom here on earth, as it is in heaven. Amen.  
 

COMMUNION 
 

 WE RESPOND TO THE WORD 
 

*Sending Hymn                            “Lord Dismiss Us With Thy Blessing”                                    UMH#671 

Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                                             Harlan Otter 
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*"A gift is not truly a gift..., from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 

FOUrth SUNday aFter PeNteCOSt 

7.3.2022 | 9:00 aM 
 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 


